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JAMES    GILLESPIE    BLAINE. 

A    Brief   Biographical    Sketch. 
BY    HON.   FREDERICK  WATTS,   OF   CARLISLE,   PENNSYLVANIA. 


?HE  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  thougli  for 
'^^&  more  than  twenty  years  a  citizen  of  Maine,  and  in 
his  public  career  entirely  identified  with  that  State,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Pennsylvania.  His  family  were  of  the  old 
Colonial  stock,  of  Scotch  origin,  of  the  Presbyterian  type,  and 
were  among  the  earliest,  most  prominent,  and  most  honorable 
settlers  of  the  Cumberland  valley.  Middlesex,  the  well-known 
seat  of  his  great-grandfather,  near  the  town  of  Carlisle,  was 
part  of  the  large  landed  possessions  which  made  Ephraim  Blaine 
one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  interior  Pennsylvania  at  that  early 
day.  But  his  chief  distinction  did  not  lie  in  his  wealth,  for  he 
was  a  most  patriotic  man,  devoted  heart  and  soul  and  purse  to 
the  cause  of  the  American  Revolution.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
great  conflict  he  was  a  colonel  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  but  was 
soon  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Supplies,  his  superior  busi- 
ness qualifications,  large  personal  credit,  and  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  resources  of  the  Middle  States,  peculiarly  fitting  him  for 
that  service.  At  first  acting  as  Assistant  Commissary  General,  he 
was,  on  the  transfer  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene  to  field  service, 
in  1T78,  appointed  his  successor  as  Commissary  General  of  the 
Northern  Department,  which  was  in  eifect  Commissary  General 
of  the  entire  Continental  Army.  In  this  great  field  of  patriotic 
duty  Colonel  Blaine  won  a  splendid  reputation.  Through  himself 
and  immediate  friends  he  was  able  at  ditferent  times,  when  the 
Continental  treasury  was  empty,  to  advance  large  sums  of  money 
iciwards  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Army;  and  during  the  terrible 
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winter  at  ViiUoy  Forge,  Wasliiiifrtdii  attributed  the  preservation 
of  his  troops  from  absolute  starvation  to  the  heroic  and  self-sacri- 
iicinij  efforts  of  Colonel  Blaine.  The  high  esteem  in  which  Colonel 
Elaine  was  held  by  Washington  and  his  great  compatriot  leaders  in 
the  Revolution  is  attested  by  numerous  letters  from  them,  official 
and  unofficial,  still  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Blaine's  descend- 
ants in  this  State.  It  is  yet  one  of  the  pleasing  local  traditions 
of  Carlisle  that  in  1793,  when  the  Whisky  Insurrection  arose  in 
the  western  counties,  President  Wasliington,  accompanied  by  his 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments,  Hamilton  and 
Kt)ox,  on  their  way  to  the  scene  of  the  trouble,  halted  for  many 
days  at  Middlesex  as  the  guests  of  Colonel  Blaine,  and  while  there 
heard  of  the  dispersion  of  the  insurgents  and  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia. Their  visit  was  the  occasion  of  a  most  lavish  hospitality 
and  old-fashioned  merry-making,  and  was  long  remembered  with 
pleasure  by  the  generation  of  Carlisle  residents  who  have  just 
passed  away. 

Tiie  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  James  Gillespie  Blaine, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  in  the  year  1830,  at  Indian  Hill, 
on  the  Monongahela  River,  the  well-known  home  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Neal  Gillespie,  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania — a  man  of  distinguished  ability  and  high  charac- 
ter. The  Speaker,  therefore,  on  both  sides  of  his  house  was  entitled 
to  an  inheritance  of  talent  and  character,  with  all  the  refinements 
which  the  highest  social  connections  could  bestow.  lie  enjoyed, 
also,  superior  educational  advantages  in  his  early  youth,  and 
graduated  at  Washington  College  in  1847,  when  only  seventeen 
years  of  age,  at  the  head  of  a  large  and  distinguished  class.  For 
two  or  three  years  after  gr.iduation  he  Avas  a  teacher  in  a  southern 
college,  and  then,  after  studying  law  but  not  entering  upon  its 
practice,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  editorial  profession,  and  after 
a  brief  experience  therein  in  Pennsylvania,  he  removed  in  1853  to 
Maine,  and  became  successively  chief  editor  of  the  ''  Kennebec 
Journal"  and  "Portland  Daily  Advertiser."  His  success  in  edi- 
torial life  was  rapid,  marked,  and  brilliant.     He  had  acquired  by 
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natural  taste  and  assiduous  study  a  strung  and  couiprelionsive  grasj) 
of  all  the  political  questions  at  issue,  and  his  knowledge  of  ihti per- 
sonnel of  parties  throughout  the  Union  was  wonderfully  extensive 
and  accurate,  and  is  to-day  in'ol)ably  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
man  in  public  life.  Almost  simultaneously  with  the  high  rank 
assumed  and  maintained  by  Mr.  Blaine  as  an  editorial  writer,  he 
developed  a  marked  talent  for  public  speaking,  and  was  very  soon 
recognized,  both  in  deltate  and  on  the  platform,  as  a  man  of  im- 
mense power,  tact,  and  resource.  In  the  Fremont  campaign  of 
1856,  when  only  twenty-six  years  old,  he  especially  distinguished 
himself,  not  in  Maine  alone,  but  in  other  States  where  he  addressed 
large  masses  of  ])eople.  In  1858  he  was  elected  to  tlie  Legislature 
of  his  State,  and  was  reelected  annually  until  1862,  when  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  Congress.  In  the  Maine  Legis- 
lature he  took  very  high  rank,  and  the  last  two  years  of  his  service 
— 1861  and  1862 — he  was  chosen  Speaker,  and  exhibited  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  that  large  parliamentary  knowledge  which 
has  so  greatly  distinguished  him  in  his  present  position.  For  this 
summary  of  Mr.  Blaine's  early  career  in  Maine  the  writer  is  in- 
debted to  an  eminent  citizen  of  that  State,  not  now  in  public  life, 
but  highly  honored  wherever  known. 

Mr.  Blaine  took  his  seat  in  the  United  States  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  in  1863,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  war,  and  was  among 
the  most  zealous  and  earnest  of  the  many  promising  young  men  of 
that  Congress  in  support  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration.  Almost 
from  the  day  of  his  entrance,  he  has  maintained  an  advanced  po- 
sition among  the  Republican  leaders  of  tiie  House — not  rashly 
radical,  but  steadily  progressive,  firm,  honest,  fearless,  and  liberal. 
During  Mr.  Blaine's  long  service  on  the  floor  he  took  a  very  active 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  all  the  leading  measures  of  legislation. 
There  is  not  space  in  such  a  sketch  as  this  to  go  into  any  detailed 
history  of  Mr.  Blaine's  career  in  Congress,  nor  of  the  measures 
which  he  has  been  prominent  in  originating,  nor  of  the  debates 
wherein  he  has  been  conspicuously  engaged.     That  task  may  well 
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be  postponed  to  a  later  clay,  and  left  to  other  hands.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  "  C()niirL's.sional  Globe,"  however,  will  show  many 
speeches  of  Mr.  IJlaine  that  are  well  worth  preserving.  One  deliv- 
ered by  him  in  April,  1864,  on  the  "Ability  of  the  American 
People  to  Suppress  the  Rebellion  and  Maintain  the  Union,"  at- 
tracted ijreat  attention  and  elicited  warm  commendation.  It  was 
circulated  as  a  campaign  document  by  the  Republicans  in  1864, 
and  brought  Mr.  Blaine  prominently  before  the  whole  country. 

It  was  Mr.  Blaine's  fortune  to  be  somewhat  conspicuously  asso 
ciated  with  the  origin  and  molding  of  the  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  his  brief  speeches 
in  support  of  the  main  provisions  of  that  amendment,  relating  to 
representation  and  citizenship,  were  valuable  contributions  to  the 
deliberations  of  the  House.  The  three  great  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments were  completed  in  three  successive  Congresses,  and  each 
received  the  cordial  support  and  untiring  labors  of  Mr.  Blaine.  A 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Blaine  against  the  expediency  of  the  cotton 
tax,  as  levied  in  the  Internal  Revenue  laws  of  1862,  also  attracted 
great  attention,  and  was  believed  to  be  very  influential  in  securing 
its  early  repeal  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

These  several  speeches  are  selected,  not  as  being  abler  or  bet- 
ter than  many  others  made  by  Mr.  Blaine,  but  as  having  attracted 
special  observation  from  their  recogniiied  influence  on  legislation 
and  public  opinion.  But  it  was  7iot  wholly  or  chiefly  as  a  debater 
that  Mr,  Blaine  won  distinction  in  the  House.  He  Was  a  laborious 
and  industrious  committeeman,  very  rapid  and  very  thorough  in 
his  mode  of  work.  Associated  with  Thaddeus  Stevens  on  the  im- 
portant Committee  of  Appropriations,  he  attracted  the  old  man's 
friendsliip  and  admiration  for  his  faithful  and  competent  dispatch 
of  business.  And  though  they  often  differed  in  the  House  on 
public  measures,  Mr.  Stevens  always  treated  Mr.  Blaine  with  warm 
regard  and  confidence,  and  not  long  before  he  died  he  said  to  a 
Pennsylvania  friend  that  "Blaine,  of  Maine,  had  shown  as  great 
aptitude  and  ability  for  the  higher  walks  of  public  life  as  any  man 
that  had  come  to  Congress  during  his  period  of  service." 
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The  reputation  acquired  by  Mr.  Blaine  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  has  been  largely  augmented  by  his  service  as  Speaker.  He 
is  now  in  his  third  term  in  that  high  office,  and  it  is  only  reflecting 
the  judgment  of  men  of  both  parties  to  state  that  liis  administra- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  chair  has  been  distinguished  by  great 
al)ility,  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law,  by  a  sin- 
gularly accurate  acquaintance  with  the  precedents  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  House,  by  an  almost  marvelous  rapidity  and  clearness 
in  the  decision  of  controverted  points,  and  in  the  general  dispatch 
of  business,  and,  above  all,  by  a  generous  regard  for  the  rights  of 
the  minority  and  a  rigid  impartialitj-  and  fearlessness  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  rules.  His  decisions,  wiien  appealed  from,  have 
been  upheld  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  House — political 
opponents  as  cordially  sustaining  him  as  political  friends.  Without 
seeking  to  make  comparisons  or  to  bestow  undue  praise,  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  uo  one  of  his  predecessors  has  ever  gained  a 
more  honorable  fame  in  the  office  than  is  universally  accorded  to 
the  present  occupant  of  the  chair. 

The  geographical  and  personal  facts  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Blaine's  public  career  are  peculiar,  if  not  indeed  unprecedented. 
So  far  as  known  to  the  writer,  Mr.  Blaine  is  the  only  man  born, 
reared  and  educated  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  that  has 
removed  to  New  England  and  assumed  the  position  of  a  leader. 
The  same  venerable  citizen  of  Maine  already  quoted,  furnishes  the  i 

following  interesting  paragraph  in  this  connection  :  i 

"Almost  from  the  day  of  his  assuming  editorial  charge  of  the  -Kennebec 
"Journal,'  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three,  Mr.  Hlaine  sprang  into  a  position 
"of  gre;it  influence  in  the  politics  and  policy  of  Maine.  At  twenty-five  he 
"was  a  leading  power  in  the  councils  of  the  Republican  Party,  so  recognized 
"by  Fessenden,  Hamlin,  the  two  Morrills,  and  others  then  and  still  prominent 
"in  the  Stale.  Before  he  was  twenty-nine  he  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the 
"Executive  Committee  of  tlje  Republican  organization  in  Maine — a  position 
"he  has  held  ever  since,  and  from  which  he  has  practically  shajjed  and 
"directed  every  political  campaign  in  the  State — always  leading  his  party 
"to  brilliant  victory.  Had  Mr.  Blaine  been  New  England  born,  he  would 
"probably  not  have  received  such  rapid  advancement  at  so  early  an  age,  even 
"with  the  same  ability  he  possessed.  But  there  was  a  sort  of  Western  dash 
"about   him  that  took  with  us  Down  Easters,  an  expression  of   frankness, 
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•'cnndor  and  confidence  thivt  gave  liim,  from  the  start,  a  very  strong  and  per- 
••nianeiit  liokl  on  our  people,  and  as  the  foundation  of  all,  a  pure  character 
•■and  a  masterly  ability  equal  to  all  demands  made  upon  him." 

It  is  tills  somewhat  remarkable  career  that  has  imparted  to 
Mr.  lihxiiie,  hoth  in  liis  manners  and  his  modes  of  thought,  a  sort 
of  iiiiprovincial  cade — so  that  it  is  often  said  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives that  no  one  could  tell  by  personal  intercourse  with  the 
Speaker  wiiether  he  was  a  New  Englaiider,  a  Middle  State  man,  or 
a  Westerner;  he  presents  indeed  a  happy  eoniliiiiation  of  all  three. 

Mr.  Blaine  is  in  the  early  prime  of  life,  having  just  completed 
jiis  forty-fourth  year.  He  has  a  robust  constitution  and  powerful 
phy.vque,  well  preserved  1)V  Ciirufid  and  temperate  habits  (jf  life, 
capable  of  ciidurin<i^  great  labor  and  accustomed  to  it.  He  pos- 
sesses a  min<l  singularly  well  trained  and  evenly  balanced,  with 
all  his  powers  at  command,  with  a  memory  for  dates  and  historical 
facts  quite  extraordinary,  with  a  remarkable  readiness  to  think  on 
his  feet,  and  to  say  the  right  word  at  the  right  time.  His  judg- 
ment is  cool,  his  impulses  generous,  and  his  decisions  and  purposes 
tenaciously  adhered  to.  Genial  and  affable  in  manner,  not  too 
ready  to  form  intimacies,  but  unchangeably  true  to  fiieiuls  wlien 
friendship  is  once  declared.  In  private  life  his  name  and  fame  are 
unsullied  even  by  a  whisper,  and  his  public  career  has  been  known 
and  read  of  all  men  as  upright,  true,  and  just.  Fortunate  in  busi- 
ness associations  and  business  enterprises  in  his  mttive  State,  he  is 
amply  independent  without  possessing  large  wealth,  and  is  able  t(j 
devote  himself  to  the  public  service  with  an  ambition  as  honorable 
as  it  has  thus  tar  been  successful.  The  writer  has  personally  known 
Mr.  I>laine"s  family  through  three  generations,  and  with  no  motivr 
but  to  do  justice  to  the  worth}'  descendant  of  an  honored  ancestry 
lie  submits  this  brief  sketch  as  a  suitable  accompaniment  to  the 
ailniirably  engraved  likeness  with  which  the  publishers  ])refMce 
this  Volume. 

June,  1874. 
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^ll^^'OHN  HOLMES  BURLEIGH  was  born  in  Soutli  Ber- 
wick, Maine,  Oct.  22,  1822.  His  father,  Hon.  William 
Burleigh,  was  a  member  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth Congresses,  and  member  elect  of  the  Twentieth 
Congress  at  the  time  of  his  deatli,  in  July,  1827.  John  was  the 
youngest  of  three  sons,  and  when  he  was  sixteen,  the  property  left 
by  his  father  having  been  exhausted,  he  was  compelled  by  neces- 
sity to  go  to  sea  before  the  mast  at  seven  dollars  a  month.  He 
became  an  able  seaman,  and  was  successively  second  mate,  chief 
mate,  and  captain  of  a  ship  sailing  on  foreign  voj'ages.  He  sailed 
several  times  around  the  world.  He  was  married  October  28, 
1850,  to  Miss  Matilda  Buffum,  who  accompanied  him  on  a  voyage 
around  Cape  Horn  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  homeward  by  way  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Mr.  Burleigli  had  all  the  variety  of  ad- 
venture attendant  upon  seafaring  life.  His  ship  was  dismantled 
in  a  hurricane  off  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  and  wrecked  on  one 
of  the  Orkney  Islands.  He  had  several  narrow  escapes  with 
his  life. 

He  finally  abandoned  the  sea  in  1853,  and  went  with  his  brother 
into  the  foundry  business,  in  which  they  were  vei"y  successful. 
Two  years  later  he  aided  in  forming  a  wool  manufacturing  corpo- 
i-ation  in  his  native  town,  of  which  he  became  agent  and  treasurer, 
lie  has  been  for  several  years  President  of  tiie  South  Berwick 
National  Bank,  and  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  the  same  town. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  from  the  iiret.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1862,  186-4,  1866,  and  1872. 
He  was  chosen  by  his  party,  in  the  State  Legislature  of  186-1, 
delcitate    at    large   to   the    Baltimore    National    Convention    that 
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nominated  Lincoln  and  Johnson.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  First  District  of  Maine  to  the  Forty-third 
Con<^rcss,  by  a  majority  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixtv- 
nine  votes  over  William  H.  Clifford,  Democrat.  He  served  cm 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and,  without  being  prominent 
in  debate,  was  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties  as  a 
Kepresentative. 

Mr.  Burleigh  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  all  his  under- 
takings. He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Churcii ; 
and  is  a  liberal  promoter  of  religious,  moral,  and  benevolent 
enterprises. 
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<^^%^ILLIAM  P.  FRYE  was  born  at  Lewlston,  Maine,  Sep- 
teinber  2,  1831.  His  father,  Col.  John  M.  Frye,  one  of 
the  earliest  of  the  leadinc;  and  successful  inanutacturers  of 
Maine,  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  sound  judgment, 
and  great  energy.  William  P.  Frye  entered  Bowdoin  College  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  ahd  graduated  in  September,  1850.  He  studied 
law  in  the  oiBce  of  Henry  C.  Lowell,  at  Rockland,  for  a  year,  and 
completed  his  legal  studies  at  Portland,  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
William  P.  Fessenden.  In  1853  he  opened  a  law  office  in  Rock- 
land, and  then  married  the  daughter  of  Captain  A.  G.  Spear, 
of  that  city.  After  two  years  lie  removed  to  Lewiston,  where  he 
practiced  his  profession  with  much  success.  He  obtained  a  large 
business  as  au  advocate,  and  when  elected  to  Congress  had  as  exten- 
sive a  practice  as  any  lawyer  in  the  State. 

Soon  after  removing  to  Lewiston  he  was  elected  Register  of  Pro- 
bate, and  after  holding  the  office  three  years  he  resigned.  In  1861 
and  1862  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  and  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  In  these  positions  he  had  much  to  do  in 
shaping  important  State  legislation  daring  the  first  two  years  of  the 
war.  He  was  active  in  enlisting  troops,  and  by  his  own  efforts 
raised  over  a  thousand  soldiers  for  the  war.  In  186-1  he  was 
a  Republican  presidential  elector.  In  that  campaign,  and  in  the 
subsequent  one  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  General  Grant  to 
the  Presidency,  he  made  numerous  stump  speeches  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York.  In  1864 
and  for  four  years  succeeding  he  was  City  Solicitor.  In  1866  and 
1867  he  was  Mayor  of  Lewiston.  In  1867  he  was  again  a  member 
of  the  State  Legislature.     After  a  warm  contest  with  Gen.  George 
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F.  Slie])le_y  lie  was  nominated  and  elected  Attorney-general,  bold 
the  office  tliree  terms,  and  then  declined  a  re-election. 

In  addition  to  these  nnmerons  and  important  political  offices 
Mr.  Frvc  iius  held  several  bnsiness  positions  involving  a  high  degree 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  is  a  director  in  two  banks,  in  a 
railroad  company,  and  in  three  manufacturing  companies,  of  one  of 
which  he  is  president. 

In  1870  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  by  the  Republicans 
of  his  district  as  their  candidate  for  representative  in  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  twenty-five  hundred  majority. 
During  that  Congress  he  did  valuable  service  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  was 
re-elected  by  about  five  thousand  majority  to  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  and  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Mean- 
while he  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  his  party  as  a  member  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee,  and  of  the  Maine  Republican 
State  Committee,  on  which  he  has  served  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Frye  is  one  of  the  ablest  speakers  ou  the  floor  of  the  House. 
Having  a  pleasing  and  powerful  voice,  a  ready  command  of  appro- 
priate language,  and  abundant  resources  of  logical  argument  and 
rhetorical  illustration,  he  is  a  very  eflfective  debater  and  popular 
orator. 
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SAMUEL  F.    HERSEY. 


^fB  AMUEL  F.  HERSEY  was  born  at  Sumner,  Oxford  County, 
^O)  Maine,  April  13,  1812.  He  received  an  acadeniic  educa- 
^^f  tion  at  Hebron  Academy.  In  1832  he  removed  to  Penob- 
scot County,  and  soon  after  embarked  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. He  was  actuated  early  in  life  by  a  laudable  ambition  to 
attain  an  honorable  position  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  of  his 
native  State.  His  entering  upon  business  pursuits  at  so  early  an 
age  tended  to  strengthen  and  develop  a  mind  naturally  active. 
His  sterling  integrity,  combined  with  close  application,  has  contrib- 
uted in  a  large  measure  to  realize  his  youthful  ambition. 

Foreseeing  the  demand  for  that  great  staple,  lumber,  which  tlie 
rapid  growth  of  the  country  would  create,  he  invested  in  timber 
land  at  a  time  when  it  was  considered  hazardous  by  cautious  busi- 
ness men  ;  but  his  judgment  has  been  fully  confirmed  by  tlie  results, 
which  are  an  ample  fortune,  and  a  position  in  the  front  rank  of 
business  men  of  his  State.  In  1854  he  extended  his  operations  to 
Minnesota,  combining  the  manufacture  of  lumber  with  mercantile 
pursuits,  and  investing  more  extensively  in  timber  land,  so  that  his 
operations  have  become  almost  colossal.  Navigation,  a  most  im- 
portant interest  in  his  State,  has  shared  his  attention,  and  received 
the  investment  of  his  capital.  He  served  for  a  number  of  years  g,8 
President  of  one  of  the  State  banks. 

With  all  these  extended  business  relations  Mr.  Hersey  has  by  no 
means  neglected  the  social,  educational,  and  economical  reforms 
which  have  agitated-the  country,  contributing  both  time  and  money 
to  their  advancement.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maine  in  18-42,  1857,  1865,  1867,  and  1869.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  in  1851  and  1852.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Republican  National  Convention   in  1860,  and  was  one  of  its 

17 


2  SAMUKLF.    HEUSEY. 

Vice-Presidents.  lie  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National 
Convention  of  18()4-,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  National 
Committee  from  180i  to  18GS. 

Mr.  Kersey  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  Maine, 
in  \\  Inch  ho  successively  held  the  offices  of  captain,  colonel,  briga- 
dier, and  major-general.  Early  in  the  late  civil  war  he  was  Assist- 
ant Paymaster-general  of  Maine,  and  as  such  provided  money  for 
paying  four  regiments  of  volunteers,  when  funds  were  wanting 
from  public  appropriations. 

In  1872  he  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of 
the  Fourth  District  of  Maine  as  their  candidate  for  representative 
in  the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  an  unprecedented 
majority.  He  brought  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  new 
position  an  honest  purpose,  rare  business  ability,  and  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  countrj'.  During  a  portion  of  this 
Congress  he  was  prevented  from  active  participation  in  the  proceed- 
ings from  a  condition  of  ill-health  which  prostrated  his  physical 
strength  and  greatly  changed  his  personal  appearance.  The  ac- 
companying engraving  represents  him  as  he  was  at  the  period  of 
his  election  to  Congress.  His  constituents  manifested  their  high 
appreciation  of  him  as  a  man  and  a  representative  by  a  unanimous 
renomination  to  Congress. 
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EUGENE    HALE. 


UGENE  HALE  was  born  at  Turner,  Oxford  County, 
Maine,  June  9, 1836.  He  received  an  academic  education, 
studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857,  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
soon  after  elected  County  Attorney  for  Hancock  County,  and  held 
the  office  for  nine  successive  years,  discharging  the  duties  of  this 
position  with  industry  and  ability.  As  a  lawyer  he  won  his  way 
steadily  in  the  favor  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  devoting 
his  whole  time  to  his  large  ]irofessional  practice. 

He  was  a  Republican  and  as  such  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maine,  in  which  he  served  during  the  sessions  of  1867 
and  1868.  In  the  Legislature  he  attracted  attention  by  his 
ability  in  debate  and  his  faithful  attention  to  his  duties.  Imme- 
diately on  the  close  of  this  service  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-first 
Congress,  in  which  he  took  his  seat  in  March,  1869.  Mr.  Hale's 
first  speech  in  the  House  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Fessenden.  He  closed  his  eloquent  eulogy  of 
the  distinguished  Senator  with  the  following  words  : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  our  own  State  mourns  an  honored  son,  and  the 
nation  has  lost  a  tried  and  faithful  public  servant.  Those  who 
have  for  years  taken  part  in  our  national  Government  will  miss  the 
leader  who  was  yet  the  comrade  in  this,  that  he  took  upon  himself 
his  full  share  of  the  burden  and  work  of  the  day.  But  to  the 
young  men  who  are  just  entering  public  life  the  deprivation  is  even 
greater.  That  life,  with  its  temptations  and  seducements,  is  all  be- 
fdi'c  us.  There  are  tricks  and  shams  and  intimidations  that  are  set 
as  pitfalls  in  our  paths.  With  much  that  is  noble  and  inspiring 
about  us,  there  are  manifold  inclinations  to  sloth,  to  fickleness,  and, 

it  may  be,  to  corruption.    Who  can  tell  whether  he  has  not  already 
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set  his  feet  in  tlic  way  tiiat  loads  down  to  moral  dcatli  ?  We  need 
tlic  tones  of  tliiit  voice  wliich  never  directed  the  coward's  retreat ; 
the  si)k'ndid  cahn  of  that  clear  iace  that  kept  its  serenity  when  the 
battle  around  him  was  at  its  thickest ;  we  need  the  actual  sight  of 
and  association  with  him,  and  all  sucli  as  he  was,  who  by  example 
and  precept  elevate  our  aims,  establish  our  character,  and  make  us 
truly  public  servants  for  the  public  good.  And  for  him  who,  con- 
nected with  public  aii'airs,  seeks  to  build  uj)  an  honorable  reputa- 
tion, what  better  course  can  be  given  than  to  emulate  the  stead- 
fastness, the  sobriety,  the  justice  of  William  Pitt  Fessenden  ?" 

Mr.  Hale  spoke  at  length  against  the  hill  providing  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  representatives  in  Congress,  taking  the 
ground  that  the  public  business  would  suffer  thereby  and  that  in 
time  the  practice  of  absenteeism  would  grow  up  as  it  lias  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons. 

During  his  entire  service  in  Congress  he  has  taken  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  American  navy,  and  from  the  first  advocated  the 
maintenance  of  a  respectable  and  well  maimed  naval  establishment, 
lie  opposed  the  project  for  giving  actual  rank  to  the  staff  corps  of 
the  navy,  and  has  been  regarded  as  a  sympathiser  with  the  line  in 
the  controversy  which  for  a  time  gave  so  much  trouble  to  the  Navy 
Department. 

In  the  Forty-first  Congress  he  took  part  in  the  discussion  of 
several  election  cases  and  in  the  tariff  debate  upon  the  bill  reported 
by  Mr.  Schenck  in  1870.  On  the  bill  to  Eevive  the  Navigation  In- 
terests of  the  United  States  he  spoke  several  times,  and  on  May 
19,  1870,  delivered  a  speech  in  which  he  argued  strongly  against 
admitting  foreign-built  vessels  to  receive  American  registers. 

Ill  the  Forty-second  Congress  Mr.  Hale  introduced  and  pushed 
to  its  passage  in  the  House  the  General  Amnesty  Bill,  which,  in 
almost  the  exact  language  of  his  bill  afterward  became  the  law. 
He  also  carried  through  the  House  after  a  long  debate  and  struggle 
a  bill  removing  all  duties  upon  imported  salt.  He  served  in  this 
Congress  on  the  Committees  on  Appropriations  and  Elections,  lie 
took  charge  of  all  naval  apiu'opriations. 
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lie  t'urtlier  pushed  tlie  measure  for  tlie  relief  of  American  slii])- 
|iiiig,  aiitl  on  January  15,  and  22,  1872,  made  a  speecli  in  wliicli  lie 
jiredicteil  tliattiie  American  wooden  ship  would  ajiain  take  a  jirom- 
ineiit  part  in  the  earrving  trade  of  the  world. 

He  delivered  an  elaborate  speech  May  22,  1872,  njion  the  pulillc 
expenditures,  showing  the  record  of  the  Republican  party  and  Gen- 
e'ral  Grant's  administration  in  a  favorable  light.  He  has  always  ■ 
maintained  that  the  House  of  Representatives  sIkjuUI  jealously 
guard  its  sole  right  to  originate  revenue  bills,  claiming  that  the 
right  involves  the  power  to  select  the  objects  irum  which  revenue 
is  to  be  derived  and  that  the  Senate  cannot  extend  that  selection. 
Fie  sul)uiitted  amendments  to  the  bill  regulating  the  seizure  of 
merchants'  books  and  papers  which  limited  the  power  of  Custom- 
house officials  and  he  earnestly  opposed  the  enactments  which 
afterward  gave  rise  to  what  are  known  as  the  "  Saidjorn  con- 
tracts." He  fi-amed  and  carried  through  appropriations  for  life- 
saving  stations,  and  spoke  for  the  bill  which  provided  for  building 
ten  new  sloops  of  war  and  against  the  c''nms  of  insurance  compa- 
nies to  a  part  of  the  Geneva  Award  Fnn.l. 

Re-elected  to  the  Forty -third  Congress,  he  served  again  on  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  being  its  second  member,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Repeal  of  the  Salary  Bill. 
Under  his  lead  the  bill  repealing  the  Increase  of  Salaries  tor  Sena- 
tors, Representatives,  and  Departmental  Officers  was  passed  in  Jan- 
nary,  1874,  after  weeks  of  earnest  and  sometimes  exciting  debate. 
He  spoke  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  "  Sanborn  Contracts,"  against 
the  Government  embmiling  the  country  in  war  over  the  Virginius' 
case,  and  many  times  in  favor  of  cutting  down  superfluous  force  in 
the  civil  service  of  the  Government.  He  was  from  the  beginning 
a  determined  opponent  of  the  project  to  commit  Congress  to  the 
support  of  the  Philadel))hia  Centennial  Celebration,  and  in  the  de- 
bate which  took  place  in  May,  1874,  took  the  lead  of  the  oppositinn, 
delivering  a  long  speech  against  the  appropriation  bill  giving  three 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  enterprise,  in  which  he  showed  the  record 

of  its  projectors  when   the  corporation  was  started  pledging  them- 
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selves  never  to  call  upon  the  Governinent,  and  predicting  that  if 
the  bill  passed  ten  millions  would  ultimately  be  taken  from  the 
Treasury  for  a  scheme  which  at  best  promised  an  entire  or  partial 
tailure  in  its  international  features.  The  House  refused  to  order 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  special 
committee  having  it  in  charge. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress  Mr. 
Hale  was  tendered  by  President  Grant  a  position  in  his  Cabinet  as 
Postmaster-general,  but  he  declined  the  honor.  He  had  just  been 
unanimously  renominated  for  his  fourth  election  to  Congress.  He 
was  married  on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1871,  to  Miss  Mary 
Douglass  Chandler,  only  daughter  of  Hon.  Z.  Chandler,  United 
States  Senator  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Hale  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  personal  appearance,  and 
very  graceful  in  his  manner  as  a  public  speaker.  Although  possess- 
ing a  physical  frame  apparently  by  no  means  strong,  he  has  a  pow- 
erful voice,  which,  when  he  is  addressing  the  House,  penetrates  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  hall  and  galleries.  He  is  an  able  debater, 
and  most  fearless  in  his  antagonism  to  whatever  he  regards  as  op- 
posed to  the  interests  of  the  Government  or  the  people. 
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^OSEA  W.   PAE.KER   was  born   in    Lempstcr,    Sullivan 
^,  ^    County,  New    Hampshire,    May    30,    1833.     His    ances- 
igj^    tors   were   among  the  earliest   settlers  of  the  town.     His 
father,  Benjamin  Parker,  was  a  man  much  beloved  and 
honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen.      He  died  when  the  subject  of 
til  is  sketch  was  twelve   yeai's  old.     With  a  brother  three  years 
older,  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  farm  under 
the  guidance  of  a  sterling  New  England  mother,  who  still  survives. 
His  early  education  was  in  tiie  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
He  prepared  for  college  at  the  Green  Mountain  Institute,  South 
Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  entered  Tufts  College,  Massachusetts. 
He   taught  school  during  his  vacations,  and  was  very  successfnl. 
From  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  impatience  to  engage  in  the 
active  duties  of  life,  he  did  not  graduate,  but  left  college  in  the 
second   year  of  the   course.     He   commenced    the  study   of  law 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress 
and  Commissioner  of  Patents.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859, 
and  in  the  following  year  settled  in  Claremont,  whel-e  he  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  with  success,  building  up  a  business  as  extensive 
as  that  of  any  lawyer  in  the  county.    He  was  married  May  30, 1861, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Lovisa  Southgate,  of  BridgeWater,  Vermont.     He 
beo-an  his  public  political  course  in  1859  as  a  Eepresentative  from 
his  native  town  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  re-elected  in  the 
following   year.     Although    but    twenty-six   when  elected    to  this 
position,  he  took  quite  a  prominent  part  in  legislation,  both  as  a 
speaker   and    by    service   on    important    committees.     He   served 
several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  State  Democratic   Committee, 
and  of  the  New  York  National  Democratic  Convention  in  1868. 
He  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  State  Senator  in  1867,  and  in 
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1SG9  was  noiniiiateil  for  Congress.  In  1871  lie  was  elected  a  Eep- 
i-osentativo  from  the  Tliird  New  Hampshire  District  to  tlie  P'orty- 
second  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  in  a  Disti'ict  which  had  for  many 
years  been  largely  Republican. 

His  first  political  speeches,  before  lie  iiad  attained  his  majority, 
were  made  in  opposition  to  tlie  "  Know-Nothing  organization," 
wliich  took  the  government  of  the  State  from  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  Parker  was  known  as  a  war  Democrat.  He  did  mu<th 
to  promote  eidistments,  thereby  aiding  the  State  in  making  up  its 
quota  of  troops.  The  brief  sketches  given  of  liim  at  the  time  of  his 
election  by  the  press  of  both  parties  were  exceedingly  flattering. 
Says  one — a  Republican  journal — "  His  character  is  above  re- 
proach." Says  another — Democratic — "  He  will  always  be  a  terror 
to  evil-doers."  He  is  a  natural  and  pleasing  speaker,  and  is  bold 
and  fearless  in  advocating  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  though 
in  no  sense  a  Radical. 

In  the  Forty-second  Congress  he  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor.  Among  his  more  important  speeches  were 
those  on  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands;  in  favor  of  reimbursing  William  and  Mary  College,  Vir- 
ginia, for  losses  sustained  in  the  war;  and  against  the  proposed 
National  System  of  Education.  lie  was  active  in  his  efforts  to 
biing  about  a  reform  in  what  he  regarded  as  unjust  and  unequal 
leiiislatlon,  always  voting  and  speaking  against  all  propositions  to 
favor  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  He  was  re-elected  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress,  in  which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Committee  on  Mileage.  He  distinguished  himself 
by  his  fearless  opposition  to  all  patent  monopolies  as  at  variance 

with  the  interests  of  the  people  and  opposed  to  public  policy. 
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^USTIN  F.  PIKE  was  born  October  16,  1819.  He  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  and  studied  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Merriniac  Countj^  in  July,  1845, 
and  has  been  in  active  practice  in  New  Hampshire  ever 
In  politics  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Kepublican  party 
from  its  formation.  He  was  a  delejrate  to  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
vention which  nominated  Fremont  and  Dayton,  in  1856.  He  was 
Chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Committee  in  1858  and  1859. 

Mr.  Pike  received  numerous  evidences  of  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens  in  his  frequent  elections  to  represent  them  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  Hampshire 
House  of  Representatives  in  1850,  1851,  1852,  1865,  and  1866,  and 
during  the  last  two  years  was  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Senate  in  1857  and  1858,  and  was 
President  of  the  Senate  during  tlte  last  year. 

In  1872  Mr.  Pike  was  elected  a  Representative  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  during  which  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Elections  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi- 
tures. During  the  first  session  of  his  service  in  the  House  Mr.  Pike 
was  an  industrious  Representative,  assiduously  attentive  to  all  his 
duties,  without  occupying  much  time  in  speech-making  on  the  floor. 
In  the  course  of  a  discussion  pending  an  election  case,  in  which 
he  Iiad  with  a  majority  of  his  committee  reported  in  favor  of  seat- 
ing a  Republican  contestant,  he  afiirmed  that  his  verdict  was  not 
the  result  of  his  political  opinion,  but  of  a  judgment  independent 
of  political  considerations.  He  thus  felicitously  announced  a  prin- 
ciple which  should  control  in  the  consideration  of  all  contested 
election  cases. 
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<'%«%lf<ijLLIAM  B.  SMALL  was  elected  a  Representative  to  the 
Foi-tv-third    Congress  from   tlie  First  District  of  New 
nainpsiiire,  comprising  the  counties  of  Belknap,  Car- 
rol!, Rockingham,  and  Strafford.     He  was  elected  as  a 
Republican,  and  served  on  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

His  first  speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  delivered  Feb- 
ruars-  l-t,  ISTi,  was  on  the  sulyect  of  Finance.  He  commenced 
by  statin"'  that  he  was  a  new  member,  and  made  "  no  pretensions  to 
linancial  wisdom,"  and  proceeded  to  criticise  in  severe  terms  the 
failure  of  Congress  to  meet  the  emergency  occasioned  by  the  panic. 
•'We  have  driveled  on,"  he  said,  "and  accomplished  notiiing  until 
the  patient  shows  some  signs  of  improvement  from  its  own  inherent 
strength."  He  opposed  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Currency,  "  to  Amend  tiie  Several  Acts  Providing  a 
National  Currency,  and  to  Establish  Free  Banking."  He  quoted 
largely  from  Alison's  "  History  of  Europe  "  to  show  the  disastrous  re- 
sults which  followed  an  enormous  inflation  of  the  currency  in  En- 
gland in  ISii,  "  resulting  in  the  railroad  mania  and  other  wild  spec- 
ulations such  as  no  country  on  the  globe  had  ever  known."  He 
maintained  that  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  resumption  by  leg- 
islative enactment.  "  It  is  a  financial  and  commercial  measure,  and 
must  be  reached  by  financial  and  commercial  means.  With  a  drain 
of  $100,000,000  annually  to  pay  the  interest  on  our  foreign  debt,  and 
with  the  balance  of  trade  generally  against  us,  resumption  is  simply 
impossible.  First — prepare  the  way;  stop  the  drain ;  protect  domes- 
tic industry  ;  increase  your  productions ;  diminish  your  imports ; 
encourage  ship-building,  and  save  the  $T0,000,000  paid  annually  to 
foreign  ship  owners." 
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|i^«LjKE  r.  POLAND  whs  horn  in  Westford,  Vermont,  Nov- 
ember 1,  1815.  He  attended  sucli  d-istrict  schools  as  the 
region  afforded  dni-ing  his  early  boyhood.  When  twelve 
years  old  lie  went  for  about  two  years  as  errand-boy,  hostler,  and  clerk, 
t(i  live  with  an  excellent  man  who  kept  a  store  in  the  village.  There 
he  learned  to  write  a  good  hand,  to  keep  accounts,  to  east  interest,  and 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  common  modes  of  business.  Then 
for  four  years  he  lived  at  home,  helping  his  father  carry  on  a  small 
farm,  run  a  saw-mill  on  the  village  brook,  and  do  service  in  his  trade 
as  a  house-carpenter.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  went  to  an  acad- 
emy for  a  term  of  five  months,  and  this  "finished"  him  in  the 
schools.  He  manifested  an  unusual  fondness  for  reading,  and  de- 
voured with  eagerness  the  few  books  which  that  remote  and  rustic 
neighborhood  contained.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  told  his 
father  he  thought  he  could  do  better  for  himself  than  to  be  a  cax'- 
penter.  His  father  being  unable  to  do  more  for  him,  told  him  he  was 
free  to  go  forth  and  take  his  chances  for  making  headway  in  the  world. 
So,  with  his  spare  shirt  and  stockings  tied  up  in  a  handkerchief,  he 
went  to  the  neighboring  village  of  Morristown,  and  taught  a  district 
school  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  he  began  the  study  of  the 
law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1836,  and  continued  in  practice 
until  1848,  when  he  was  elected  oiie  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  For  several  years  he  had  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the 
ablest  lawj'ers  in  the  Circuit  consisting  of  Lamoille,  Orleans,  and 
Washington  Counties,  and  in  these  counties  he  was  probably  engag- 
ed in  the  trial  of  more  causes  than  any  other  single  lawyer  during 
the  same  period.     Judge  Charles  Davis  had  fir  two  j'ears  held  the 

office  to  which  Judge  Poland  was  elected  in  1S48.     In  Vermont  the 
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Iticl'i-es  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  elected  annually  by  the  joint  votv; 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives.  Judge  Davis  had 
always  l)een  a  Wiiig,  and  Judge  Poland  a  Democrat. 

Tliat  he  was  elected  over  such  a  competitor  as  Judge  Davis,  by  a 
iegislarure  composed  in  large  majority  of  Whigs,  at  so  early  an 
age,  is  of  itself  ample  proof  of  the  public  estimate  of  his  ability  as  a 
huvyer  and  character  as  a  citizen.  That  he  received  eighteen  suc- 
cessive elections,  all  but  the  first  by  viva  voce  vote,  is  decisive  proof 
that  he  adequately  sustained  himself  in  that  high  position. 

The  mental  qualities  and  the  traits  of  character,  the  exercise  and 
development  of  which  had  raised  their  possessor  so  rapidly  to  liis 
high  standing  as  a  lawyer,  marked  and  distinguished  him  as  a  Judge. 
With  a  mind  of  great  native  strength,  ipiick  in  its  perce]5tions,  rapid 
in  its  operations,  given  to  reasoning  by  a  pi-actical,  direct,  and  forcible 
Idgic,  lie  easily  and  with  a  kind  of  spontaneous  gracefulness  addressed 
l.iiiisclfto  judicial  duties  in  a  nuxuner  which  showed  tliat  in  mak- 
ing iiiiii  Judge  the  State  bad  put  "  the  right  man  in  the  right  place." 
Kdue  liave  held  that  ])Osition  in  Vermont  who  more  effectively,  up 
rightly,  and  acceptably  have  ministered  in  the  dispensing  of  jnsticij 
according  to  the  principles  and  forms  of  law.  With  a  self-possessed 
placidity  and  deliberateness  of  manner  that  never  failed  him,  with  a 
fortitude  and  tirmness  that  were  strangers  to  fear  or  wavering,  be  was 
at  the  same  time  courteous,  complaisant,  and  kind,  so  that  while  the 
most  service-liardened,  confident,  and  cai>tious  members  of  the  b.ir 
yielded  in  diflPerential  subordination  to  the  power  above  them,  the 
most  inexperienced  and  ditlident  were  inspired  with  courage  and  con- 
fidence in  their  efforts  to  do  professional  service  in  the  courts  over 
which  Judge  Poland  ])resided. 

lion.  James  Barrett,  one  of  the  Judy;es  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Vermont,  and  for  many  years  one  of  Judge  Poland's  associates  at 
the  bar,  says  in  a  communication  to  the  author  :  "In  thirty  years' 
conversancy  with  the  bench  and  bar  of  Vermont,  it  has  not  been 
my  fortune  to  know  any  other  instance  in  which  the  presiding  Judge 
in  his  nisiprius  Circuit  has  been  so  uniformly  and  by  the  spontane- 
ous acquiescence  of  the  bar  so  enqihatically  '  the  end  of  tlie  law'  in 
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all  things  appertaining  to  the  business  of  these  courts.  As  Judge  in 
ihe  Supreme  Court  sitting  in  bank,  his  adaptedness  to  the  place  \va^ 
(•(^ually  manifest.  His  mastery  of  the  principles  of  the  law,  his  dis- 
criminating apprehension  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  specific 
case  in  hand,  his  facility  in  developing  by  logical  processes  and  practi- 
cal illustrations  the  proper  applications  and  results  of  those  principles, 
are  very  strikingly  evinced  in  the  judicial  opinions  drawn  up  by  him 
contained  in  the  Vermont  lleports.  His  memory  of  eases  in  which 
particular  points  have  been  decided,  is  extraordinary ;  and  this 
memory  is  accompanied  by  a  very  full  and  accurate  apjjrehension  of 
the  very  points,  and  grounds,  and  reasons  of  the  judgment.  Some 
of  the  cases,  in  which  he  drew  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  stand  forth 
as  leading  cases,  and  his  treatment  of  the  subjects  involved  ranks 
with  the  best  specimens  of  judicial  disquisition." 

Since  leaving  the  bench  Judge  Poland  has  engaged  somewhat  in 
the  practice  of  the  law,  appearing  in  important  cases  in  the  State 
and  United  States  Courts,  both  at  home  and  in  Washington.  He 
has,  however,  devoted  himself  more  esi'ccially  to  politics.  At  the 
.lutset  of  his  professional  career  he  devL'h.ped  a  taste  for  politics,  and 
soon  became  an  influential  member  and  a  local  lea<ler  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  always  an  anti-slavery  Democrat,  having  be- 
come S(.  before  liis  party  adopted  the  maintaining  of  slavery  as  a 
dogma  of  its  faith.  When  the  Free-Soil  wing  of  the  Democracy 
•o  k  open  ground  in  184>i.  he  was  its  candidate  for  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  the  State.  On  being  elected  Judge  he  withdrew  from  active 
l.articipation  in  party  politics;  yet  throughout  the  whole  progress  ..f 
the  "irrepressible  conflict"  he  has  been  true  and  firm  as  the  cham- 
pion of  free  soil  aTid  free  men;  and  from  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  sincere  and  unwavering 
of  its  members. 

His  great  ability,  manifested  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bencii,  the 
soundness  of  his  political  views,  his  eminently  practical  judgment  in 
ret^ard  to  policy  and  measures,  his  fearlessness  in  maintaining  his  con- 
victions of  the  right,  his  faculty  of  making  liis  views  and  the  reasons 
for  them  clear  and  forcible,  his  courteous  bearing  and  imposing  per- 
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sonal  presence  rendered  him  eminently  fit  to  occupy  the  seat  in  the 
United  States  Senate  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  lamented 
Collamer. 

He  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  in  December,  1865,  for  the  remain- 
der of  Judge  Collamer's  term,  which  expired  March  4,  1867.  At 
tlie  latter  date  he  took  his  seat  as  a  Eepresentative  from  Vermont  to 
the  Fortieth  Congress,  and  was  i-e-eleeted  to  the  Forty-first  Congress. 
While  in  the  Senate,  though  for  so  brief  a  period,  he  made  upon 
liii;  fellow-Senators  an  abiding  impression  of  his  eminent  ability  and 
fitness  for  that  position.  He  at  once  assumed  his  full  share  of  legis- 
lative work,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  he  was  en- 
trusted with  the  care  and  management  of  the  Bankrupt  Bill  that  had 
been  passed  by  the  House.  The  Judiciary  Committee  were  almost 
equally  divided  in  their  views  respecting  it,  and  so  also  were  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate.  Seldom  has  so  important  a  measure  successfully 
passed  so  perilous  an  ordeal.  Mr.  Poland's  judicious  management  ol 
the  measure,  with  the  favor  that  his  personal  influence  secured  for  it, 
saved  the  bill  from  defeat,  and  secured  its  passage  into  the  present 
Bankrupt  Law  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  member  of  the  Iluu^e  he  has  secured  the  same  consideration 
that  was  accorded  liini  in  the  Senate.  He  was  appointed  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws,  a  position  calling  into 
use  the  pi-ofessioiial  al)ility  for  which  as  a  lawyer  and  a  judge  he  had 
long  been  distinguished.  The  project  of  a  revision  and  consolidation 
of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  had  fur  along  time  been  favored 
by  Mr.  Sumner,  and  he  had  repeatedly  introduced  bills  for  that  pur- 
l>ose,  but  without  any  result  until  the  Tiiirty-iiinth  Congress.  Aa 
a  member  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  Judge  Poland  re- 
])i)rted  a  bill  for  the  Revision  of  the  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
and  under  his  lead  it  passed  the  Senate  and  ultimately  became  a 
law.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  make  the  revision,  but  a 
series  of  accidents  and  negligences  prevented  its  completion  in  the 
tiiree  years  allowed,  and  only  a  small  part  of  the  work  had  been 
clone.  The  failure  had  been  so  great  that  a  strong  prejudice  existed 
against  further  eifort  in  that   direction.     During  the    Forty-first 
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Congress  Judge  Poland  reported  a  bill  for  extending  the  time  for 
revising  and  consolidating  the  statutes  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  passed  the  House,  and,  subsequently,  the  Senate.  Under 
it  another  Boar-J  of  Commissioners  was  appointed,  who  completed 
the  revision  of  the  statutes  in  the  summer  of  1873.  Their  work 
was  laid  before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  in 
December,  1873,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Revis- 
ion of  the  Laws,  of  which  Judge  Poland  was  again  made  chair- 
man. The  work  required  the  most  careful  examination  and 
scrutiny,  and  received  it  at  the  hands  of  Judge  Poland  and  his 
committee.  Every  section  was  examined,  and  compared  witli  the 
old  statutes.  The  work  of  the  Commissionere  was  very  well  done, 
but  having  been  divided  among  those  three  men,  it  was  unavoidable 
almost  that  there  should  lie  many  omissions  and  incongruities.  Judo-e 
Poland  gave  nearly  his  entire  time  to  it  for  four  months.  A  series 
of  special  evening  sessions  of  the  House  was  iieldfor  action  upon  the 
revision,  and  on  the  first  day  of  April,  187-i,  it  was  finally  adopted. 
The  work  was  accepted  as  reported  by  the  committee  without  any 
examination  by  the  House  generally,  and  upon  their  faith  and  con- 
fidence that  it  had  been  faithfully  and  honestly  performed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Kevision  of  the  Laws,  although  created  to 
take  charge  of  the  revision  on  foot,  has  been  practically  treated  as 
concurrent  with  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  legal  subjects,  and  re- 
ported many  important  alterations  and  amendments  of  existino- 
laws.  One  of  tiie  most  important  w.is  a  bill,  prepared  by  Judge 
Poland,  authorizing  any  of  the  public  departments,  before  whom 
any  claim  is  pending  against  the  Government,  to  take  testimony 
upon  the  subject,  and  also  to  call  upon  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice to  furnish  professional  assistance  in  investigating  the  case. 

No  more  im[iortant  or  delicate  duty  has  been  imposed  on  any 
committee  during  the  present  generation  than  that  of  investisatino- 
the  connection  of  certain  members  of  the  Forty-second  Congress 
with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and  Credit  Mobilier.  Charges 
aflfecting  many  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  country,  of  both 
parties,  had  excited  the  public  rnind  during  the  presidential  cam- 
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paign  of  1872,  uiul  down  to  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  the  follow- 
ing December.  Among  tliose  against  whom  charges  were  brought 
by  public  rumor  and  in  the  press  of  having  received,  for  uominal 
consideration  only,  stock  in  these  corporations,  whose  profits  were 
derived  from  contracts  with  the  Government,  and  depended  upon 
favorable  legislation  or  upon  preventing  investigation  by  Congress, 
were  many  then  and  previously  among  tlie  trusted  leaders  of  both 
houses  of  Congress — two  Vice-Presidents  of  the  United  States,  two 
Speakers  of  the  House,  seven  Senators,  several  chairmen  of  impor- 
tant committees,  two  Cabinet  officers,  and  several  gentlemen  wlio  had 
been  prominently  spoken  of  as  candidates  for  the  presidency.  Imme- 
diately after  the  organization  of  the  House  in  December  the  Speaker 
called  a  member  of  the  opposing  party  to  tlie  chair,  demanded  a 
committee  of  investigation,  stipulating  that  it  should  consist  of  a 
majority  of  his  political  opponents.  A  very  able  committee  was 
appointed  by  Mr.  Cox,  of  New  York,  of  whicii  Judge  Poland  was 
chairman.  The  country  gave  its  entire  confidence  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  were  acquitted,  by  its  re- 
port prepared  by  tlie  chairman,  of  all  corrupt  relation  to  the  trans- 
actions investigated,  wei'e  acquitted  by  tlie  House  and  public 
opinion.  In  regard  to  the  gentlemen  condemned  by  the  committee 
an  earnest  debate  was  had  in  the  House,  conducted  by  Judge  Poland 
witli  marked  ability,  and  the  finding  of  the  committee  was  sustained 
by  the  House,  substituting  the  milder  punishment  of  censure  for 
that  recommended  in  the  report. 

Judge  Poland  has  been  four  times  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  on  every  occasion  by  large  majorities.  In  1858 
the  University  of  Vermont  testified  its  appreciation  of  Judge 
Poland  by  conferring  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts,  and  in  1861  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  In  private  life 
ho  is  very  popular,  his  conversation  sparkling  with  wit  and  genial 
humor.  A  marked  trait  is  his  fearless  independence,  which  leads 
him  to  shun  the  pursuit  of  even  worthy  ends  by  unworthy  means. 
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)^^^HARLES  W.  WILLARD  was  born  at  Lyndon,  Caledo- 
'ii^''s»  nia  County,  Vermont,  June  18,  1827>  He  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  Collcife  in  1851 ;  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  tiie  bar  in  Moutpeiier  in  1853 ;  was  elected  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  1855-56^  and  declined  a  re-election.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  Vermont  in  1860  and  1861.  He  became 
in  1801  editor  of  the  '"Green  Mountain  Freeman." 

He  was  elected  a  lte[)resentativc  from  Vermont  to  the  Forty- 
lir;t  CoMi!;ress,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty- 
third  Congresses.  Taking  his  seat  in  the  Forty-first  Congress,  ho 
was  ap]ii)intcd  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Kevolutionary  Pen- 
sions and  AVar  of  1812,  and  reported  the  bill,  since  become  a  law, 
giving  pensions  to  surviving  soldiers  of  tlie  war  of  1812.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  tiie  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  as  such 
supported  the  policy  of  the  Government  respecting  Culja,  and  op- 
posed the  annexation  of  the  Republic  of  Dominica. 

On  the  ninth  of  April,  1869,  Mr.  Willard  addressed  the  House 
in  an  elaborate  speech  in  opposition  to  a  resolution  of  sympathy 
with  the  insurrection  in  Cuba.     He  said  ; 

Tliis  resolution,  or  the  proposed  action  of  this  House,  in  my  judgincnt,  has 
no  warrant  in  the  law  or  comity  of  nations,  is  unprecedeiiteil  in  the  action  of 
our  Government,  is  opposed  to  every  construction  wliich  we  have  ever  put  upon 
our  duties  as  a  neutral  Power,  is  unnecessary,  can  answer  no  good  purpose  wliMt- 
ever,  and,  so  i'ar  as  it  has  nny  force  as  u  legislative  expression,  can  only  serve  to 
complicate  our  relations  with  Spain,  put  us  in  a  false  attitude  in  our  complaints 
against  England  for  her  interference  in  our  civil  war.  and  make  it  much  more 
difRcull  for  the  Executive  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality  during  the  disturb- 
ances in  Cuba. 

Near  the  close  of  the  speech  occurs  the  following  passage : 

1  am  awiire,  Mr.  Speakei',  that  tl.'C  popular  ear  is  not  tickled  by  speeelies  in 
opposition  to  sucli  projects  as  give  strength  to  this  resolution  ;  and  I  am  not 
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ignorant  of  the  fact  tluit  the  covotoiis  oyes  with  which  for  many  years  many 
of  our  people  have  hioked  upon  the  "gem  of  the  Antilles"'  will  gow  liri^ht 
lit  the  aiinouccemcnt  that  this  measure  has  received  the  indorsement  of  a  niajoi- 
itv  of  this  House.  This  is  not  thi'  tirst  insurrection  in  Culia,  and  the  present  is 
not  the  tirst  time  in  our  history  that  flliliustering  has  had  a  lemporary  popu 
larity.  The  Uisl  for  territory  seems  yet  to  possess  otliers  than  Mr.  Seward,  and 
leal  estate  operations  and  projects  for  annexation,  if  they  abandoned  the  State 
Department,  did  not  leave  all  branches  of  the  Government  with  the  late  Secre- 
tary. The  "manifest  destiny  "  men  still  live,  and  although  our  flag  does  not 
yet  fully  ])rotect  or  give  free  government  to  all  upon  our  own  soil,  tlicv  would 
run  our  boundaries  beyond  the  limits  of  the  unsettled  and  fighting  populations 
of  the  West  Indies,  and  the  turbulent  factions  of  Mexico,  and  would  make 
American  citizens  alike  of  the  Esquimaux  toward  the  North  Pole  and  the  naked 
natives  of  the  tropics.  I  believe  this  resoludon  has  its  chief  and  most  active 
support,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  from  those  who  favor  this  project  of 
continental  empire.  For  myself,  however,  I  am  by  no  means  assured  that  the 
United  States  have  not  already  territory  enough  ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that 
until  freedom  and  equal  lights,  and  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  life  and  liberty,  are 
made  abundantly  secure  to  white  and  black  at  home,  it  is  not  wise,  just,  or  ex- 
pedient to  take  up  the  quarrels  of  any  other  people,  or  attempt  to  establish  free 
governments  ui)on  any  foreign  soil. 

Ill  his  speech  delivered   February   15,  1870,  on  the  report  of  the 

Comiuittee  on  Foreign   x\ffairs  in   relation  to  the  alleged  inhuiiian 

treatment  of  American    citizens    in    British    prisons    for  political 

oflFensos,  Mr.  Willard   replied   to  his  colleague  on  the  Coniiiiittee, 

Mr.  AVood,  who   had   characterized  Vermont^   New  England,  and 

the  Reiitiblican   party  as  "  intolerant,  unprogressive,  fanatical,  and 

puritanical,"  as  follows: 

Vermont  has,  no  doubt,  some  Puritan  notions,  and  I  should  be  entirely  false 
to  her  history  and  her  political  character  if  I  should  plead  here  not  guilty  to 
that  charge.  She  is  not  ashamed  of  her  reputation  in  that  reg.ird,  but,  on  the 
c<intrary,  is  proud  of  it.  Among  the  Puritan  ideas  which  Vermont  put  as  the 
corner-stone  under  the  fabric  of  her  government  is  that  old-fashioned  notion 
that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  that  civil  and  religious  liberty  is  the  right 
of  r.vfry  person  born  on  our  soil  or  adopted  as  a  citizen  of  the  Republic.  A 
slave  iie\er  breathed  her  mountain  air.  Her  form  of  government  is  simple  and 
democratic,  and  under  it  her  people  liave  for  almost  a  century  enjoyed  perfect 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  equally  and  happily  removed  from  intolerance  on 
the  one  hand  and  license  on  the  other.  The  mob  does  not  rule  her  Churches 
or  her  platforms,  but  liberty,  regulated  by  law,  and  controlled  by  intelligence 
'ind  education,  has  given  her  always  the  blessed  fruits  of  order  and  peace. 
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gp^^'^EORGE  WHITMAN  HENDEE  was  born  in  Stow,  Ver- 
^^^y  Miont,  November  30,  1832.  His  fatiier,  Rev.  Jeliiel  P. 
^li^  Heiidee,  was  a  clerjryman  of  mueli  al)ilitv,  and  for  several 
years  editor  of  the  "Christian  Luminary."  Tlie  subject 
of  tliis  sketch  received  his  education  at  tlie  People's  Academy', 
Moriisvilie,  Vermont.  Leaving  tlie  academy  in  1854,  he  imme- 
diately began  tlie  study  of  law  with  W.  G.  Ferrin,  and  completed 
his  study  with  Tiiomas  Gieed,  Esq.,  of  Morrisviile.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  liar  in  185(i,  and  commenced  tiie  practice  of  law  at 
Watervilie.  After  three  years  he  fornT-d  a  partnership  with  his 
law-preceptor,  Mr.  Gleed,  at  Morrisviile. 

He  was  recognized  at  once  as  an  alile  and  successful  lawyer. 
His  greatest  successes  have  been  achieved  as  an  advocate  before 
juries,  where  lie  has  few  superiors  at  the  bar  in  Vermont.  His 
standing  and  reputation  are  sncli  that  for  years  there  have  been 
few  eases  of  imjtortance  tried  in  tiie  courts  of  his  county  in  wliich 
lie  has  not  been  retained  on  one  side  or  the  otiier. 

In  1858  and  1859  he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Lamoille 
Gounty.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  House  of  R(i])resent- 
ativcs  in  1861  and  1862,  taking  jiigh  rank  in  that  body  as  a  liusi- 
iiess  man  and  a  deliater.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Stale  Senate  of 
Vermont  in  1866,  1867,  and  1868,  during  the  last  term  serving  as 
President.  He  was  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Vermont  in  1869.  and 
Governor  in  1870.     He  declined  to  be  a  candidate  in  1871. 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  developing  ttie  resources  and 

|)ro'noting  the  internal  improvements  of  Vermont.     He  did  mucii 

to  promote  the  construction  of  the  Portland  and  Ogdensburgh  Rail- 
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mad,   and    lias  been   one  of   the   directors  and   a  member   of  the 
Executive  Committee  since  the  organization  uf  tlie  company. 

In  1872  Mr.  Heiidee  was  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Republican 
bv  UKire  than  eight  thousand  majority  over  a  Liberal  Republican 
competitor.  In  187-t  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-fouith  Con. 
I'ress.  During  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims  and  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia.  His  principal  speech  delivered  in  the  House  during 
the  first  session  of  this  Congress  was  on  the  subject  of  Transpor- 
tation. 
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f  AMUEL  HOOPER  was  born  on  the  3d  of  February,  1808, 
at  Marblehead,  a  seaport  town  in  Massachusetts,  about 
iifteen  miles  from  Boston.  The  people  of  Marblehead  at 
theTime  of  Mr.  Hooper's  birth  and  early  life  there,  were  bold  and  hardy 
tislierinen,  largely  engaged  in  the  cod^fisheries  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, and  having  considerable  business  relations  and  inter- 
coui-se  with  the  West  Indies,  Russia,  and  Spain.  They  sent  their 
fish  to  the  West  Indies  for  sale,  and  bought  sugars  with  the  proceeds, 
which  they  carried  thence  in  their  ships  to  Russia,  bringing  home  in 
return  iron,  hemp,  and  other  products  of  that  country.  They  also 
shipped  large  quantities  of  fish  to  Spain,  and  sold  them  there  for 
doubloons,  which  they  brought  back  to  this  country.  Mr.  Hooper's 
father  was  largely  engaged  in  the  European  and  West  Indian  trade ; 
and,  as  his  agent,  Mr.  Hooper  in  early  life  visited  more  than  once 
Russia  and  the  West  Indies,  and  passed  a  whole  season  in  Spain. 

In  1833,  he  became  a  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Bryant,  Stur- 
gis  &  Co.,  at  that  time  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  Boston,  con- 
ducting extensive  enterprises  on  the  Western  coast  of  this  Continent 
and  in  China,  sending  their  vessels  to  California  (it  was  nearly 
twenty  years  before  the  gold  discoveries  there)  for  hides,  which  were 
then  the  great  export  of  that  cattle-grazing  region,  to  the  Nortli- 
west  coast  for  furs,  and  to  China  for  teas  and  silks.  In  this  firm 
Mr.  Hooper  continued  for  about  ten  years,  and  until  its  senior  mem- 
bers, whose  names  it  liad  long  borne,  and  who  had  grown  gray  in 
honorable  mercantile  pursuits,  wished  to  retire  from  active  business. 
He  then  became  a  member  of  another  large  house  engaged  in  the 
China  trade,  and  remained  in  that  business  for  many  years. 


87 


2  SAMUEL    HOOPER. 

During  the  period  of  his  active  busines?  life,  however,  foreign 
ciimmerce  did  not  alone  engage  or  absorb  his  interests  or  his  ener- 
!.ie.s.  He  became  early  interested  in  the  development  of  our  domes- 
tic resources,  and  embarked  both  time  and  capital  in  the  iron  busi- 
ness, to  the  understanding  of  which  and  of  the  true  interests  of  this 
])ranch  of  industry  in  this  country,  he  gave  much  attention.  The 
subject  of  currency  and  finance  early  interested  him,  both  as  a  theo- 
retical question,  and  as  a  practical  matter  affecting  the  real  pros- 
perity and  substantial  growth  of  the  country.  In  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  years  1851,  '52  and 
"53,  and  subsequently  in  the  State  Senate  of  that  State  in  1858,  he 
distinguished  himself  by  the  interest  he  took  in  the  subject  of  bank- 
ing and  finance,  by  the  knowledge  he  displayed  upon  it,  and  by  the 
judicious  and  thoughtful  measures  which  he  introduced  to  check  the 
evils  of  our  unstable  currency,  and  to  establish  on  an  impregnable 
basis  the  banks  then  existing  in  Massachusetts  under  State  charters. 
During  this  period  he  wrote  and  published  two  pamphlets  on  cur 
lency  or  naoney  and  bank  notes,  which  are  full  of  sound  thought  and 
clear  statement,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  broad,  thorough,  and 
comprehensive  views  of  the  whole  subject. 

In  the  summer  of  1861,  he  was  elected  from  Boston  to  the  Tliirty- 
seventh  Congress,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
William  Appleton.  Possessing  at  this  time  a  commercial  experience 
and  knowledge,  the  result  of  extensive  transactions  in  foreign  com- 
merce for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  with  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  of  active,  if  less  extensive,  operations  at  home,  and  a  vei-y 
(^lear  and  tliorough  understanding  of  that  great  mystery  of  finaneo 
and  money  as  applied  both  to  public  and  private  affairs,  the  fruit  of  iiuu'l  i 
study,  reading,  and  sagacious  and  patient  observation  for  an  equally 
long  period,  and  being  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  Administra 
tion,  and  earnest  in  devising  the  best  means  for  enabling  the  Govern 
ment  to  obtain  the  funds  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  people  to  bear  the  heavy  burden  it  entailed  on 

the  I'tlier,   ]\fr.   Hooper  became  at  once  a  trusted  adviser  of   tie 
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Treasuiy  Department,  and  a  most  useful  and  indefatigable  member 

of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Eepresen- 

tatives. 

An  extract  froui  a  letter  of  Mr.  Chief-Jnstiee  Chase  to  tliu  author, 

will  serve  to  show  his  appreciation  of  Mr.  Hooper's  patriotism  au^ 

public  services  during  the  critical  period  when  Mr.  Chase  was  Secre 

tary  of  the  Treasury  : 

"  "Washington,  Jan.  3,  1869. 

"My  impressions  of  Mr.  Hooper,  until  April,  1801,  were  derived 
almost  wholly  from  the  opinions  of  others.  These  gave  me  great 
confidence  in  his  sagacity,  integrity,  and  patriotism. 

"I  do  not  now  recollect  where  our  personal  acquaintance  com- 
menced ;  but  it  was,  I  think,  not  long  before  the  6tli  of  April,  1861. 
I  then  advertised  for  proposals  for  a  loan  of  $14,901,000  in  money 
(coin)  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes.  The  proposals  were  to  be 
opened  five  days  afterward,  on  the  11th. 

"  This  was  at  a  time  of  great  anxiety  and  depression.  Before  the 
day  for  opening  the  proposals  arrived,  the  expeditions  for  the  rein- 
forcement of  Pickens  and  the  provisionment  of  Sumter  had  already 
sailed ;  and  on  that  day,  the  correspondence  between  Beauregard, 
commanding  the  rebels,  and  Anderson,  commanding  the  Fort,  was 
going  on,  in  reference  to  the  surrender  of  Sumter.  The  next  day 
the  rebel  batteries  opened  fire. 

"  No  time  could  be  more  unpropitious  to  tlie  negotiation  of  a  loan. 
Yet  the  advertisement  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  serious  injury 
to  the  public  credit ;  and  a  failure  to  obtain  the  amount  advertised 
for,  would  have  had,  perhaps,  at  that  particular  juncture,  a  still 
worse  effect. 

"  Mr.  Hooper  happened  to  be  in  Washington,  and  was  a  subscriber 

for  $100,000.     On  opening  the  proposals  I  found  that  the  offers  fell 

short  of  the  amount  required,  by  about  a  million  of  dollars.     I  sent 

for  Mr.  Hooper,  then  personally  almost  a  stranger  to  me,  and  asked 

him  to  take  that  sum,  in  addition  to  what  he  had  before  subscribed, 

assuring  him  lie  should  be  protected  from  loss  in  the  event  of  hi9 
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beiiiiT  unable  tu  distribute  the  uuiuuut  in  Boston.  He  comi)lied  with 
my  request  without  hesitatiim,  and  disposed  of  the  whole  iunouut 
without  any  aid  from  the  Treasury.  His  readiness  to  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  Government  at  the  critical  moment,  and  the  personal  con- 
fidence he  shared  in  me,  made  an  impression  on  my  mind  which 
cannot  be  ohliterated.  The  sum  does  not  now  seem  large,  but  it  was 
large  then,  and  the  responsibility  was  assumed  when  most  men  would 
liave  shrunk  from  it. 

"  On  another  and  even  more  important  occasion,  my  obligations  to 
Mr.  Hooper  for  support  and  co-operation,  were  still  greater. 

''  Very  few  months  had  passed,  after  I  took  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment, before  I  became  fully  satisfied  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
people,  future  as  well  as  immediate,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  de- 
manded a  complete  revolution  in  currency  by  the  substitution  of 
notes',  uniform  in  form  and  in  credit-value,  issued  under  the  authority 
of  the  nation,  for  notes  varying  in  both  respects  issued  under  State 
•authority,  and  I  suggested  to  different  financial  gentlemen  the  plan 
of  a  National  Banking  System.  The  suggestion  was  not  received 
with  favor,  or  anything  like  favor. 

"  But  my  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  some  such  measure,  both 
to  the  successful  management  of  the  finances  during  the  war,  and  to 
the  prevention  of  disastrous  convulsions  on  the  return  of  peace,  Avas 
80  strong,  that  I  determined  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of 
Congress. 

"In  my  report  on  the  finances  submitted  on  the  9th  of  December. 
1S61,  I  therefore  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  National  Banking 
System,  upon  principles  and  under  restrictions  explained  partly  in 
the  report,  and  more  fully  in  the  Bill  drawn  up  under  my  direction, 
and  either  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  handed  to 
one  of  its  members — perhaps  to  Mr.  Hooper  himself.  However  the 
bill  may  have  gone  to  the  Committee,  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  think,  in 
saying  that  Ml*.  Hooper  was  the  only  member  who  gave  it  any  sup- 
port. I  am  pretty  sUre  that  the  only  favor  shown  it  by  the  Com- 
niitti  e  was  a  permission  to  Mr.  Hooper  to  report  it  without  recom- 
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mendation,  on  liis  own  responsibility.     He  took  that  responsibility, 
and  the  Bill  was  reported  and  printed. 

"  No  action  was  asked  upon  it  at  that  session.  If  action  had  been 
asked,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  would  have  been  rejected  with  very 
few  dissenting  votes — so  powerful  then  was  the  influence  of  the  State 
Banks,  so  reluctant  were  they  to  accept  the  new  measure,  and  so  strong 
was  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Members  of  Congress  against  it. 

"  Before  the  next  session,  a  strong  public  opinion,  in  favor  of  a 
uniform  currency  for  the  whole  country,  and  of  the  National  Bank- 
ing System  as  a  means  of  accomplishing  that  object,  had  developed 
itself;  and  Mr.  Hooper  found  himself  able  to  carry  the  measure 
through  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  It  still  encountered  a  Ibr- 
niidable  opposition  in  the  Senate,  and  I  well  remember  the  personal 
appeals  I  was  obliged  to  make  to  Senators,  as  I  had  already  to  Rep- 
resentatives, in  order  to  overcome  their  objections. 

"  The  Bill  found  a  powerful  and  judicious  friend  in  Mr.  Sherman, 
and  at  length  passed  by  a  clear  vote.  It  was  approved  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, who  had  steadily  supported  it  from  the  beginning,  i-n  the  25th 
of  February,  1863. 

"I  think  I  cannot  err  in  ascribing  the  success  of  the  measure  in  the 
House  to  the  sound  jxidgraent,  persevering  exertions,  and  disinter- 
ested patriotism  of  Mr.  Hooper.  The  results  of  the  measure  during 
the  war  fulfilled,  and  since  the  war  have  justified  the  expectations  I 
formed.  It  received  valuable  amendments  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 
before  its  enactment,  and  has  since  been  further  amended ;  and  is,  I 
think,  still  capable  of  beneficial  modification  in  points  of  much  im- 
portance to  the  public  interests. 

"  But  this  is  not  the  place  nor  the  occasion  for  a  discussion  of  this 

matter ;   all  that  you  desire  is  my  estimate  of  the  services  of  Mi\ 

Hooper.      I  have  mentioned  only  the  two   principal   occasions  on 

which  I  was  specially  indebted  to  him ;  but  they  were  by  no  means 

the  only  occasions  in  which  he  aided  me,  or  rather  the  Department 

of  the  Government  of  which  I  then  had  charge,  both  by  persona) 

counsel  and  by  Congressional  support. 
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"During  the  whole  time  I  was  at  tlie  head  of  the  Treasury,  I  con- 
stantly felt  the  great  benefit  of  his  wise  and  energetic  co-operation. 
It  would  be  unjust,  saying  this  of  Mi'.  Hooper,  not  to  say  that  there 
were  others  in  and  out  of  Congress,  to  whom  in  other  financial  rela- 
tions the  Treasury  Department  and  the  country  were  very  greatly 
indebted ;  but  it  is  simple  duty  to  add  that  the  timely  aid  which  he 
rendered  at  the  crisis  of  the  loan  of  April,  1861,  and  in  promoting 
the  enactment  of  the  National  Banking  Law,  placed  me,  charged  as  I 
was  with  a  most  responsible  and  diflicult  task,  under  special  obliga- 
tions which  I  can  never  forget,  and  shall  always  take  pleasure  in 
acknowledging. 

"  With  great  respect,  yours  very  truly, 

"  S,  P.  Chase." 
In  accepting  a  noniinatiini  tor  the  fourth  time  in  the  autumn  of 
1866,  Mr.  Hooper  announced  to  his  constituents  his  intention  of 
retiring  from  Congress  at  the  end  of  that  term,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1SG8  he  re-affirmed  the  same  intention  in  a  formal  and  decided 
letter  to  the  people  of  his  district,  in  which  he  thanked  then]  most 
cordiallv  for  their  continued  support  of  him;  but  his  constituents 
would  take  no  refusal.  They  insisted  upon  his  reconsidering  the 
matter.  He  was  unanimously  nominated,  and  for  the  fifth  time 
was  elected  to  Congress,  after  a  sharp  contest  in  a  very  close  district, 
by  a  majority  of  nearly  three  thousand  votes.  He  was  subsequently 
re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses  by  ma- 
jorities which  indicated  the  undiminished  confidence  of  his  large 
and  intelligent  constituency. 

During  the  Forty-first  Congress  he  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Schenck. 
In  the  Forty-second  Congress  Mr.  Hooper  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency,  in  which  capacity  his  accurate 
knowledge  and  long  experience  in  finance  rendered  his  services  of 
great  Value.  In  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures.  His  speeches  have 
been  distinguished  b}-  clear  statement,  exact  logic,  and  vigorous 
thought. 
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ENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER  was  born  in  Deerfield,  New  Hamp- 
sliire,  November  5,  1818.  Five  montlis  afterwards,  his 
father,  a  sea-captain,  died  at  one  of  the  West  India  Islands. 
Tims  he  grew  up  a  fatherless  boy,  and  in  early  childhood  was  slender 
and  sickly.  Yet  he  early  evinced  a  fondness  for  reading,  and 
eagerly  availed  himself  of  whatever  books  came  within  his  reach.  His 
memory  from  childhood  was  extraordinary,  and  he  was  fond  of  pleas- 
ing his  mother  by  committing  and  reciting  to  hei-  long  passages— 
once,  indeed,  the  entire  Gospel  of  Matthew.  This  extraordinary 
gift  of  memory  he  is  said  to  retain  in  full  force  to  the  present  day. 

At  ten  years  of  age  his  mother  removed  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
that  she  miglit  find  better  privileges  for  schooling  her  children. 
Benjamin  improved  well  his  opportunity  ;  graduating  duly  into  the 
High  School,  and  thence  into  Exeter  Academy,  where  he  completed 
his  preparation  for  college.  After  some  deliberation  it  was  decided 
to  send  him  to  Waterville  College,  Maine.  He  was  at  this  time 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  is  represented  as  being  a  youth  of  small 
stature,  infirm  health,  and  fair  complexion,  while  as  to  his  mental 
qualities  he  was  "of  keen  view — fiery,  inquisitive,  fearless,"  with 
ardent  curiosity  to  know,  and  a  perfect  memory  to  retain.  In  col- 
lege he  excelled  in  those  departments  of  the  course  in  which  he  took 
a  more  especial  interest,  as  for  example  the  several  branches  of  natural 
science,  giving  only  ordinar}^  attention  to  the  rest.  Meantime  lie 
read  extensively,  devouring  books  by  the  multitude. 

At  graduating  he  was  but  a  weak,  attenuate!  yung  man,  weigli- 
ing  short  of  a  hundred  pounds.  At  tlie  same  time  he  was  entirely 
dependent  upon  himself,  and  obliged  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune. 
To  improve  his  health  he  accompanied  an  uncle  on  a  fishing  excur- 
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sion  to  the  coasts  of  Labrador,  when,  after  a  few  weeks,  he  retiii  iie.l 
strong  and  welL 

He  now  conunenced  vigorously  his  life-work.  Entering  a  law 
otiice  at  Lowell  lie  pursued  the  study  of  the  law  witli  all  his  might, 
teaching  school  a  portion  of  the  time  to  ait!  in  defraying  his  expenses  ; 
and  such  was  his  diligence  at  this  period  tiiat  he  syas  accustomed  to 
work  eighteen  out  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  Meanwhile  he  indulged 
in  no  recreation  save  military  exercises,  for  which  he  betrayed  an  early 
]n-edilection,  and  served  in  the  State  militia  in  every  grade,  from 
that  of  the  private  up  to  brigadier-general. 

Mr.  Butler  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18i0,  at  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  As  a  lawyer  "  he  won  his  way  rapidly  to  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  an  important  leading  and  con- 
s])icuous  po.-ition."  As  an  ojiponent,  he  was  bold,  diligent,  vehement, 
and  inexhaustible.  It  was  his  well-settled  theory,  that  his  business 
was  simply  and  solely  to  serve  the  interests  of  his  client.  "In  some 
important  particulars,"  says  his  biographer,  "General  Butler  sur- 
jiassed  all  his  contemporaries  at  the  New  England  bar.  His  memory 
was  such  that  he  could  retain  the  whole  of  the  very  longest  trinl 
without  taking  a  note.  His  power  of  labor  seemed  unlimited.  In 
fertility  of  expedient,  and  in  the  lightning  <|uickness  of  his  devices 
to  snatch  victory  from  the  jaws  of  defeat,  his  equal  has  seldom  lived." 
"  A  verdict  of  guilty,"  says  another,  "  is  nothing  to  him  ;  it  is  only 
the  beginning  of  the  case.  He  has  fifty  excepti(>ns  ;  a  hundred  motions 
in  arrest  of  judgment ;  and,  after  that,  the  haheas  corjnis  and  personal 
replevin."  Hence,  his  professional  success  was  extraordinary;  and, 
when  he  left  his  practice  to  go  to  the  war,  he  is  said  to  have  had  a 
hirger  business  than  any  other  lawyer  in  the  State.  After  ten  years 
of  practice  at  Lowell  he  ojiened  an  office  in  Boston  also,  and  weiit 
tliither  and  hack  jmnctnally  everyday;  and  so  luci'ative  had  his  lm>- 
iness  become  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  that  it  was  worth,  at  a 
moderate  estimate,  $18,000  annually. 

Yet  General  Ihitler  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first  of 
Northern  men,  to  discern  the  coming  of  war,  and  to  sound  the  note  of 
preparation   to  mcrt   it.  and   to  leave  licliind  lii^  hiisiness,  large  and 
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profitable  as  it  was,  and  fly  to  the  rescue.  From  the  b 'liiniiiiij,- (if 
liis  career  lie  had  been  one  of  the  most  determined  and  earnest  of 
Democrats.  He  had  been  a  leader  of  his  party  in  Massachusetts, 
although  a  leader  of  a  "  forlorn  hope."  Yet  when  the  great  crisis 
came  on  he  seemed  at  once  to  rise  above  party  and  party  politics, 
and  to  think  of  nothing  but  crushing  the  rebellion,  and  crushing  it, 
too,  with  speedy  and  heavy  blows.  Ascertaining,  on  a  visit  to  Wasli- 
ington,  the  designs  of  the  Southern  leadera,  he  warned  them  that 
tiiose  designs  would  lead  to  war;  that  the  Nortii  would  resist  them  t<< 
tiie  death;  and  notified  them  that  he  himself  would  be  among  the 
first  to  draw  the  sword  against  the  attempt  to  break  up  the  Union. 
Returning  home,  he  immediately  conferred  with  Governor  Andrew, 
assuring  him  that  war  was  imminent,  and  that  no  time  should  i)e 
lost  in  the  great  matter  of  preparation,  and  that  the  militia  uf 
]V[assachusetts  siiould  be  ready  to  move  at  a  day's  notice.  The  (Gov- 
ernor acquiesced,  and  through  the  winter  months,  daily,  except  Sun- 
days, military  drilling  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  other  necessary 
])rei)arations  of  war  were  diligently  pro -I'cuted.  Thus  when,  in  the 
succ2eding  spring,  the  first  and  tatal  blow  fell,  Massachusetts  was 
ready,  and  at  the  call  of  the  Government  several  full  regiments  were 
in  a  few  hours  on  their  way  to  Washington,  under  the  command  of 
General  Butler.  Then  in  quick  succession  we  hear  of  the  murder- 
ous attack  on  one  of  the  regiments  as  it  passed  through  Baltimore, 
of  the  landing  of  the  8th  Massachusetts  at  Annapolis,  of  the  march 
thence  to  Washington,  of  the  quiet  occupation  by  General  Butler  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  consequent  distress  of  poor  old  General 
Scott,  of  the  approval  of  President  Lincoln  of  Butler's  promotion  to 
the  major-generalship,  and  of  his  assuming  command  of  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. During  his  brief  command  at  this  important  post  he  exerted 
himself  strenuously  to  bring  order  out  of  confusion.  He  extended 
his  lines  several  miles  inland,  and  was  eager  for  a  strong  demonsti'a- 
tion  upon  Virginia  from  this  point  as  a  base  of  operations,  but  his 
views  failed  of  acquiescence  by  the  Government.  It  was  while  in  this 
command  that  General  Butler  originated  the  shrewd  device  of  ]iro- 
iMtwwluiX  ii^  rri/i/ft(hatii7.s  t]u'   slaves  that  escaped   into  his  lines  from 
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llie  iiui^liboniig  country.  The  epithet  was  at  once  seen  to  be  appro- 
priate as  itwas  skillful,  as  by  the  enemy  the  blacks  were  esteemed  as 
propcn-ty;  and  as  such  property  was  used  for  aiding  the  rebellion, 
(Jeneral  Butler  rationally  concluded  that  it  might  be  more  properly 
eui[)!oyed  in  helping  to  crush  it.  Hence,  this  new  species  of  contra 
band  property,  instead  of  being  returned  to  its  alleged  owners, 
,\as  retained  and  set  to  work  for  the  Government. 

On  his  recall  from  tlie  command  of  Fortress  Monroe,  General 
Hiitler  requested  and  obtained  leave  to  recruit  six  regiments  in  the 
several  New  England  States.  With  these  new  forces  he  was  com 
missioned,  in  conjunction  with  the  riaval  squadron  under  command 
of  Captain  Farragut,  to  capture  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  com- 
bined military  and  naval  forces  were  at  the  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
sippi in  April  of  1862.  Between  them  and  New  Orleans  was 
105  miles  ;  and  30  miles  up  the  river,  one  on  each  bank,  and  nearly 
oj)posite  each  other,  were  the  two  impregnable  forts,  Jackson  an  I 
St.  Philip,  together  with  a  huge  chain  cable,  supported  by  anchoi-e  1 
iiiilks,  stretclied  sheer  across  the  river.  Added  to  these  obstructions 
was,  just  above  the  fort,  a  fleet  of  armed  steam  vessels,  ready  to  ai  1 
in  disputing  every  inch  of  the  terrible  passage.  After  several  days 
of  severe  bDnibarding,  however,  with  but  small  impression  upon 
either  fort,  having  suecteeded  in  sundering  the  cable,  the  fleet,  under 
cover  of  ninht,  vet  with  a  raking  fire  from  the  forts  and  an  en£;age- 
nient  with  the  rebel  squadron,  passed  the  terrible  batteries  with  com- 
paratively small  loss,  and  proceeded  triumphantly  up  to  the  city. 
Tiie  transport  steamers,  still  at  the  river  months,  were  then  put  in 
motion,  and  by  aback  passage  General  Butler  landed  the  troops  in 
I  he  rear  of  the  two  forts,  which  with  but  little  further  resistance 
were  surrendered,  and  their  garrisons  parolled.  Then  presently  the 
(ieneral,  having  manned  the  forts  with  loyal  troops,  followed  the 
tleet  to  the  city,  of  which  he  took  immediate  possession,  the  rebel 
troops  stationed  there  having  retired  precipitately. 

In  New  Orleans,  General  Butler  was  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  His  government  may  not  have  been  fiultless;  yet,  if  bring- 
in;.'  order  out  of  confusicjn,  if  provi<ling  for  forty  thousand  starving 
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poor,  if  the  averting  of  pestilence  by  cleaning  the  filthy  streets  ami 
B(]uares  and  canals  of  the  city,  if  giving  the  loyal  citizens  freedom  of 
election,  such  as  they  never  had  before,  and  caiishig  justice  to  be  im- 
partially administered,  if  restoring  to  freedom  slaves  subjected  to  tlio 
most  horrible  oppression,  if  imparting  salutary  lessons  on  morals  ami 
manners  to  traitorous  officials  and  ministers,  and  rebellious  and  impu- 
dent women — -if  these  and  a  hundred  other  kindred  measures  were 
commendable  and  good,  then  was  General  Butler's  career  at  New- 
Orleans  praiseworthy'  and  eminently  beneficial.  Nor  is  it  any  mean 
confirmation  of  such  statement  that  on  being  recalled  by  the  Goveru- 
uieiit,  no  word  or  hint  was  ever  given  him  why  such  recall  was 
oidered. 

During  a  few  months  which  followed,  General  Butler,  though  with- 
out a  command,  was  not  idle,  but  ably  supported  the  Government  by 
public  speeches  in  various  places.  His  executive  ability  was  soon 
called  into  requisition  in  the  military  command  of  New  York,  which 
was  lately  the  scene  of  the  terrible  "  draft  riots." 

In  the  spring  of  1864  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  James.  He  was  expected  to  pave  the  way  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Petersburg  and  Kichmond  by  the  capture  of  the  intermediate 
position  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  which  he  speedily  accomplished. 
In  the  assault  on  Petersburg  Genera.1  Butler  and  General  Kautz  gal- 
lantry carried  out  their  parts  of  the  plan,  but  the  enterprise  was  un- 
successful, from  the  fact  that  General  Gilmore  failed  to  co-operate  with 
the  force  at  his  command.  We  find  General  Butler  patiently  and  labo- 
riously striving  to  eflect  the  fall  of  Kichmond,  whether  by  hard  work 
at  Dutch  Gap  or  successful  fighting  at  Deep  Bottom  and  Straw- 
berry Plains.  We  next  see  him  commanding  the  land  forces  to  co- 
operate with  a  naval  squadron  under  Admiral  Porter  in  an  expedition 
against  Wilmington.  Arriving  before  Fort  Fisher  December  24,  the 
squadron  opened  a  terrific  fire.  The  day  following  the  land  force.- 
were  disembarked,  and  a  joint  assault  was  ordered  by  sea  and  land. 
Upon  moving  forward  to  the  attack,  however.  General  Weitzel. 
.vho  accompanied  the  column,  came  to  the  conclusion,  from  a  carefui 
recoimoisance  of  the  fort,  that  "  it  would  be  butchery  to  order  an  as- 
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sault."  (Tfiiural  ISutliT,  liaviiii,'  toriucd  ihc  same  oiiiiiioii  from  utlier 
iuloiiiiation,  re-embarked  his  troops  and  sailed  fur  Hampton  Roads. 
L'pon  liis  return  to  the  James  River  he  was  relieved  frcjiii  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  ordered  to  report  at  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  his  residence. 

Keturning  to  civil  life,  General  Butler  was  elected  a  Representa- 
tive from  Massachusetts  to  the  Fortieth  Congress,  and  was  re-elected 
to  the  Forty -first,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-third  Congresses.  In  the 
House  of  Representatives  he  has  distinguished  himself  for  activity 
and  industry,  and  for  skill  and  readiness  in  debate.  He  was  prom- 
inent as  a  Radical,  and  assumed  a  leading  position  against  the  views 
and  policy  of  President  Johnson.  In  the  impeachment  of  that  func- 
tionary lie  was  designated  as  one  of  the  managers  for  the  people, 
and  performed  his  part  in  that  grave  transaction  with  signal  ability. 
General  Butler,  in  the  Forty-first  Congress,  held  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Committee  on  Reconstruction,  and  served  also  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  continued  to  be  one  of  the  most 
active  members  of  the  House,  participating  in  all  the  pronunent 
debates,  and  evincing  an  interest  in  every  important  measure.  In 
the  Forty-second  Congress  General  Butler  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  as  well  as 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  and  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  the  Insurrectionary  States.  In  the  Forty-third  Congress  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Couunittee  on  the  Judiciary  and  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Reforui  in  the  Civil  Service.  It  is  impossible 
in  this  sketch  even  to  allude  to  the  many  important  measures  which 
he  has  introduced  and  advocated  in  Congress  or  to  refer  to  the  elo- 
quent and  able  speeches  he  has  made  in  the  House. 

He  is  unsurpassed  in  moral  courage — a  quality  indispensable  to 
great  statesmanship,  but  sadly  wanting  among  American  politicians. 
He  bravely  advocated  an  increase  in  salaries — a  measure  highly  un- 
popular with  people  uninformed  in  the  demands  of  public  life — not 
because  he  needed  the  increased  emolument,  being  of  independent 
fortune,  but  because  he  knew  it  to  be  necessary  to  poor  men  in 

puljlic  service.     With  great  ability  and  courage,  in  the  face  of  vio- 
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leut  opposition  from  the  largest  capitalists  in  the  country,  he  de- 
fended the  moiety  system  under  whicli  heavy  frauds  were  brought 
to  light,  and  niillidns  saved  to  tlie  revenues  of  the  Government. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  General  Butler's  strength  is  his  fearless  op- 
position to  chartered  monopolies  and  to  the  aggressions  of  corpora- 
tioiis  on  the  people.  In  this  his  record  has  been  consistent  from 
the  time  when,  as  a  young  lawyer,  he  stopped  the  wheels  of  a  largo 
factory  until  the  wages  of  a  poor  feiuide  operative  were  paid.  He 
has  never  wavered  in  his  hostility  to  the  corporations  that  are  ridinir 
and  oppressing  the  country.  Against  these  the  people  have  in  him 
a  most  belligerent,  powerful  and  fearless  leader. 

A  suit  was  recently  brought  against  General  Butler  in  tlie  United 
States  Circuit  Court,  sitting  in  New  York  city,  to  recovei'  for  a  steam- 
boat claimed  to  have  been  illeffally  taken  bv  him  durina;  his  uccu- 
pancy  of  New  Orleans.  This  brought  to  him  an  opportunity,  wjiich 
he  had  long  ardently  desired,  of  having  hisofKcial  and  military  career 
in  New  Orleans  go  through  the  ordeal  of  a  trial  by  jury.  General 
Butler  himself  took  the  witness  stand  and  gave  in  the  course  of  his 
testimony  a  full  and  succinct  history  of  his  transactions  in  New 
Orleans,  covering  the  time  and  subjects  of  the  prosecution.  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  testimony,  which  produced  a  profound  impres- 
sion upon  the  jury  and  spectators,  ex-Judge  Porter,  of  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff,  arose  and  stated  that  the  testimony  disclosed  the  fact 
that  General  Butler  took  the  steamer  Nassau  in  behalf  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. "  I  am  entirely  satisfied,"  said  he,  "so  far  as  this  trans- 
action is  concerned,  that  he  acted  in  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  with  a  view  to  his  own  personal  ends.  Under  these 
circumstances  your  Honor  will,  of  course,  anticipate  what  I  pro- 
pose, which  is  that  the  jury  be  discharged  and  the  case  be  disnn'ssed." 
This  unexpected  termination  of  a  case  which  had  been  prosecuted 
with  such  pertinacity  and  ability  was  received  with  an  outbui-st  of 
applause.  The  crowd  surged  in  the  direction  of  the  General,  wlio 
was  shaken  by  the  hand  and  fairly  overwhelmed  b}- congratnhitiotis. 
He  was  evidentl}-  taken  by  surprise,  and  for  the  first  time  during 
the  protracted  trial  an  ill-concealed  emotion  was  apparent  to  those 
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aroiiiicl.  Tlie  jury,  released  from  their  long  detention,  animated  by 
a  common  impulse,  pressed  forward  and  congratulated  the  General 
by  hearty  hand-shakings,  thus  recording  unofficially  a  verdict  con- 
cerning wliich  there  could  have  been  but  little  doubt. 

General  Butler  has  several  times  been  a  candidate  for  tlie  nomi- 
nation for  Governor  before  the  Kepublican  State  Convention  of 
Massachusetts,  but  on  each  occasion  a  powerful  personal  animosity 
has  arisen  to  defeat  his  aspirations.  Although  delegates  hostile  to 
him  have  gone  into  the  convention  declaring  that  they  would  not 
be  bound  by  its  conclusions  if  the  nomination  should  not  suit  them, 
General  Butler  has  invariably  acquiesced  in  the  decisions  adverse  to 
himself.  Although  strongly  urged  to  an  independent  candidacy, 
he  has  gracefully  and  patriotically  subordinated  his  personal  aspira- 
tions to  the  unity  and  success  of  the  party. 

General  Butler  must  be  assigned  an  elevated  rank  among  the  dis- 
tinguished spirits  of  his  generation.  He  is  a  man  whose  percep- 
tions are  keen  and  quick  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  faithful  and 
ready  in  expedients,  sprightly  and  active  beyond  most  men — of 
strong  and  determined  purpose— ambitious,  but  true  as  steel  in  his 
patriotism — a  man  to  have  enemies,  but  friends  also  equally  nu- 
merous and  equally  strong — a  man  like  few  others,  yet  just  such  a 
one  as  is  needed  under  peculiar  and  extraordinary  circumstances — a 
man  bold,  fearless,  prompt,  ingenious,  talented,  able,  persistent,  and 
efficient, 
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^^<^AMES  BlIFFINTON  was  born  in  Fall  Eiver,  Massachu. 
setts,  March  10,  1817.  After  enjoying  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools   whicii  it  is  tlie  boast  of  Massachnsetts 


that  she  freely  affords  to  all  her  children,  he  further  prose- 
cuted his  studies  at  the  Friends'  College,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
A  native  of  one  of  tlie  chief  manufacturing  centers  of  New  En- 

and,  he  naturally  found  his  way  into  a  factory,  where  he  worked 
as  an  operative.  His  tastes,  however,  were  for  other  and  more 
intellectual  pursuits,  and  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, but  never  applied  himself  to  the  practice  of  the  healing  art. 
His  active  and  adventurous  spirit  at  length  took  the  direction  of 
the  whale  fisheries ;  but  a  single  voyage  sufKced,  and  he  quietly 
settled  down  to  business  as  a  merchant  in  his  native  town.  It  was 
not  in  his  nature,  however,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  his  own 
private  affairs,  and  in  1854  and  1855  he  served  the  city  of  Fall 
River  as  its  Mayor.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
active  in  raising  troops  for  the  field,  and  he  showed  the  sincerity  of 
his  patriotism  by  himself  enlisting  and  serving  as  a  private  in  a 
Massachusetts  regiment. 

He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Massachusetts  to  the 
Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-fifth,  and  Thirty-sixth  Congresses,  serving  as 
a  menilier  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  during  which  he  served  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Accounts.  In  1867  Mr.  Bufiinton  was 
appointed  by  President  Johnson  a  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  Massachusetts.  In  1868  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from 
Massachusetts  to  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and  was  re-elected  to  the 


Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses. 
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"^If^NRY  LILLIE  PIEECE  was  born  in  Houghton,  Massa- 
eliusetts,  August  23, 1835.  He  received  a  common  school 
education,  and  engaged  in  tlie  business  of  manufacturing. 
Having  been  trained  to  habits  of  industry',  and  possessing 
great  energy  of  cliaracter,  lie  succeeded  in  bnilding  np  a  large  busi- 
ness, and  acquiring  a  considerable  fortune.  This  is  the  more  remark- 
able, as  he  is  unmarried,  and  is  consequently  wanting  in  the  ordinary 
incentives  which  spur  men  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  not  so  much  absorbed  in  business  as  to  be  un- 
mindful of  his  political  duties,  and  in  this  particular  proved  himself 
an  honoi'able  exception  among  men  of  enterprise,  who  are  too  prone 
to  leave  politics  to  be  controlled  by  those  who  have  less  concern  in 
the  Commonwealth,  He  was  early  recognized  as  an  earnest  Re- 
publican, and  as  such  he  served  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives  in  1860,1861,  1862,  and  1866.  At  the  conclusion 
of  a  successful  legislative  career  in  1870  and  1871,  he  served  the 
city  of  Boston  in  the  capacity  of  an  Alderman.  In  1873  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Tiie  Hon.  William  Whiting,  Representative  elect  from  the  Third 
District  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  having  died 
before  taking  his  seat  as  a  member  of  that  body,  Mr.  Pierc-e  wa:^ 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  without  opi>osition.  He  served  on  tiic 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Mississippi  Levees.  He  was  appointed  liy  the  late 
Senator  Sumner  as  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will. 
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I'^'T^^PENJAMIN  W.  HARRIS  was  born  in  East  Bridgewater, 
Massaclinsetts,  November  10,  1823.  His  ancestors  on  both 
sides  were  of  tlie  Plyitiouth  Colony.  He  is  the  seventli  in 
descent  from  Arthur  Harris,  one  of  tlie  original  proprietors 
of  Bridgewater  in  1649,  who  married  into  the  family  of  John 
Wiuslow,  a  brother  of  Governor  Winslow.  One  of  his  grand- 
fathers was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  Army,  participating  in  the 
fortification  of  Dorchester  Heights  in  the  inception  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  its 
close.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  farmer  in 
moderate  circumstances.  He  was  strict  in  his  religious  observances, 
and  was  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the  Church.  He  was  during 
several  years  a  member  of  the  Ma&sachusetts  Legislature. 

During  his  boyhood  young  Harris  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm,  attending  school  a  part  of  each  year.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  addition  to  being  thoroughly  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
agriculture,  he  had  acquired  the  art  of  shoemaking.  His  tastes, 
however,  were  rather  for  intellectual  than  mechanical  pursuits,  and 
he  applied  himself  to  school-teaching  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
means  to  defray  his  expenses  while  attending  Phillips  Academy,  at 
Andover.  He  there  pursued  an  extended  academical  course  of 
study,  but  was  prevented  by  unpropitions  circumstances  from  enter- 
ing college.  From  the  academy  he  went  to  the  Dane  Law  School, 
at  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in  1849. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Boston  in   April,  1850.     In  June 

of  that  year  he   married  Miss  Julia  A.  Orr,  who  died  October  5, 

1872,   leaving   three    children.     He   commenced    the   practice    of 

law   at  East    Bridgewater  in  July,  1850,  and  soon    acquired    an 

extensive  practice.     In  1864,  seeking   a  wider  and  more  profit- 
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able  field  for  professional  labor,  lie  opened  a  law  office  in  the  city 

of  Boston. 

Mr.  Harris  was  originally  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  joined  the  Re- 

])uhliean  party  at  its  organization.  His  first  political  speech  was 
delivered  at  a  Repnblican  Convention  attended  and  addressed  by 
Henry  Wilson  in  Bridgewater,  July  4,  1856.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate  from  Plymouth  County  in  1S5Y,  and  a  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature  from  East  Bridgewater  in  1858.  He 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Banks  District  Attorney  for  the  South- 
eastern District  of  Massachusetts,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  July  1,  1858, 
and  was  subsequently  elected  to  the  office  for  three  terms.  While 
ill  this  office  he  kept  up  a  considerable  practice  in  civil  cases.  At 
the  close  of  his  service  as  District  Attorney  he  was  appointed  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Second  District  of  Massachusetts, 
and  held  that  office  until  March,  1873. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Massachusetts  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress  by  over  eight  thousand  majoritj'.  He  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
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ilBENEZER  ROCKWOOD  HOAR  was  born  in  Concord, 
Massachusetts,    February    21,    1816.     He   graduated    at 
Harvard  University  in  1835.     He  taught  school  a  year  in 
Pittsburgh,    Pennsylvania.     He  then    returned  to  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  and  studied  law  at  the  Law  School  of  Har- 
vard University.     He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1839,  and  soon 
took  high  rank  as  a  lawyer. 

In  1846  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Massachusetts. 
He  was  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  from  181:9  to  1855. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  1859,  and 
occupied  the  Bench  ten  years.  In  March,  1869,  he  Was  appointed 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  in  the  cabinet  of  President 
Grant,  and  held  that  position  until  June,  1870.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Joint  High  Commission  that  made  the  Treaty  of  "Washing- 
ton with  Great  Britain  in  1871.  He  was,  in  1872,  an  elector  at 
large  on  the  Republican  Presidential  ticket. 

He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Seventh  District  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-three  majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afl"airs  and  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States.  His  long  experience  in  public  life,  his  great 
ability  and  wide  reputation,  enabled  him  to  take  an  influential  po- 
sition in  Congress  from  the  very  outset  of  his  service.  He  took 
part  in  several  important  debates,  and  always  spoke  with  percepti- 
ble effect.  He  was  a  warm  personal  friend  of  the  late  Senator 
Sumner,  and  one  of  his  best  speeches  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  a  eulogy  on  that  distinguished  statesman.  During  several 
days  of  balloting  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  Mr.  Hoar  re- 
ceived a  large  vote  for  the  vacant  senatorship. 
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Mr.  Tloar's  refvisal  to  he  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  Congress 
was  vcrv  nnidi  regretted,  not  onlj-  by  his  immediate  constituents 
and  by  the  people  of  Massacluisetts,  but  by  the  friends  of  good  gov- 
ernment in  every  part  of  the  country.  His  qualitications  for  the 
public  service  are  in  no  sense  of  a  showy,  demonstrative  sort,  but 
spring  from  his  solid  ability,  his  sturdy  independence,  his  incorrupt- 
ible integrity,  his  judicial  experience,  his  ripe  culture,  and  his  ap- 
preciation of  the  perils  to  which  the  country  is  exposed.  So  ninch 
has  been  said  in  disparagement  of  the  present  Congress,  that  it  is 
only  just  to  put  on  record  the  testimony  of  Judge  Hoar,  in  his  letter 
to  his  constituents,  as  to  its  character  and  action.  His  words,  ut- 
tered, no  doubt,  with  equal  sincerity  and  deliberation,  are  these : — 

"  Nor  do  I  assent  to  the  criticisms  which,  with  more  flippancy 
than  justice,  are  so  frequently  made  upon  the  representative  body. 
The  House  which  I  have  known  consisted  in  great  proportion  of 
new  members ;  it  had  to  deal  with  vast  interests,  with  many  ques- 
tions upon  which  public  opinion  is  much  divided,  and  was  too 
large  for  the  rapid  and  easy  dispatch  of  business.  It  has  sometimes 
seemed  to  be  timid,  and  to  mistake  popular  clamor  for  the  settled 
conviction  of  the  people.  But  I  believe  it  to  have  been  on  the 
whole  a  thoroughly  honest  body,  composed  in  the  main  of  upright 
and  able  men  who  sought  the  public  welfare,  were  opposed  to  cor- 
rupt and  mercenary  schemes,  and  fairly  represented  their  constit- 
uents. A  great  deal  of  faithful  and  unpretending  labor  was  done 
during  the  session,  in  many  branches  of  public  business,  (of  which 
the  revision  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  is  an  example,)  which 
attracts  none  of  the  attention  given  to  mere  political  contests.  Its 
eflforts  to  promote  economy,  retrenchment,  and  reform,  though  per- 
haps a  little  indiscriminate,  seemed  to  me  to  be  sincere  and  pro- 
ductive of  many  good  results.  But  especially  gratifying  was  the 
progress  made  in  exposing  and  bringing  to  account  the  tribe  of 
office-jobbers,  contract-jobbers,  infamous  moiety-men,  and  plunder- 
ers of  the  Treasury,  whose  rule  of  conduct  is  briefly  expressed  in 

the  phrase  '  to  make  politics  pay.'  " 
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'EORGE  F.   HOAR  was  Ixmi  in  Concord,  Massacliusetl.s, 
_^    August  20,  1S26.     Having  pursued  liis  preparatory  stud- 

ii)>  ies  at  Concord  Academy,  he  entered  Harvard  College,  in 
which  he  took  high  rank  as  a  student,  graduating  at  twenty 
3'ears  of  age.  He  adopted  the  profession  of  law,  and,  graduating  at 
the  Dane  Law  School,  Harvard  University,  he  made  his  residence 
at  Worcester,  where  he  practiced  successfully. 

Being  fully  occupied  with  his  professional  duties  for  many  years, 
Mr.  Hoar  did  no  office-seeking  and  little  office-holding.  His  neigh- 
bors, however,  availed  themselves  of  his  services,  so  far  as  they  could 
be  secured,  by  sending  him  to  the  State  House  of  Eepresentatives 
in  1852,  and  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  in  1857. 

In  1868  Mr.  Hoar  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Massa(-hn- 
setts  to  the  Forty-iirst  Congress  as  a  Repul)lican,  receiving  14,307 
votes,  against  4,974  for  Stevens,  Democrat.  As  a  candidate  for  re- 
election to  the  Forty-second  Congress  Mr.  Hoar  received  8,487 
votes,  against  4,277  for  Cook,  Democrat,  1,734  for  Johnson,  Labor- 
Reformer,  and  566  for  Walker,  Prohibitionist.  The  falling  ofi"  iu 
the  aggregate  illustrates  the  difference  in  the  interest  which  the 
people  take  in  the  election  in  the  Presidential  campaign  and  the 
"oif-year."  The  divided  vote  shows  how  little  the  intelligent  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts  allow  their  political  position  to  be  defined  by 
party  lines. 

Taking  his  seat  as  a  member  (jf  the  Forty-first  Congress,  Mr. 
Hoar  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor 
and  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  LTnited 
States.  He  took  an  exceedingly  active  and  efficient  part  in  the 
business  of  legislation.     Li  the  bills  and  resolutions  proposed   b\ 
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Iiiiii,  and  in  liis  s|)(_'C'cIies,  lie  <j:;\vl'.  evidence  of  a  pliilosophical  states- 
iiianslii|),  and  a  wise  disposition  to  e:-talilisli  legislation  on  tnnda- 
nicntal  principles. 

Mr.  Hoar's  principal  efforts  in  tiie  Forty-Hrst  C'ongi'ess  were 
directed  to  securing  the  adoption  of  a  measure  to  secure  a  system 
(if  national  education.  On  the  2(jtli  of  Feliruary,  1870,  lie  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  that  effect,  whicli  was  referred  to  the  (Jomniittee  on 
Education  and  Lalior.  lie  advocated  this  iniptrtant  Ulea^ure  iu  a 
speech  of  much  al)ility  oil  the  <ith  of  June  following.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  near  the  clo>e  of  this  Congress,  in  January,  1871, 
tiiat  this  measure,  ha\ing  been  reported  tVoui  the  committee,  came 
rciiuhirly  before  the  House  for  consideration.  In  answer  to  an 
objection  urged  by  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Hoar  thus  set  forth  the  object  of 
the  bill : 

There  is  no  purpose  in  tlie  mind  of  an_v  man,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  to  remove 
from  the  State,  from  tlie  township,  or  from  the  school  district,  the  v:iluabk'  and 
precious  privilege  of  regulating  their  own  institutions  for  education  in  tlicir 
own  way.  Nobody  proposes,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  .Jersey  seems  to  sup- 
pose, not  to  permit  the  States  of  this  Union  to  educate  their  jx'ople.  But  what 
is  proposed  is  not  to  permit  them  u.t  to  do  it.  That  is  all.  This  hill  declares 
tliat  whenever  a  State  desires  to  establisli  and  put  in  force  a  school  system  rea- 
sonably sufficient  for  the  education  of  its  children  of  school  age.  the  matter  of 
so  doing  shall  be  left  to  the  entire  and  exclusive  charge  of  that  community. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  th(  re  aie  in  this  country  to-day  sixteen  States  which  for 
the  next  ten  years  are  to  elect  thirty-twft  Senators  and  ninety  Rejiresentativi  s, 
in  which  tliere  are  receiving  an  education  at  all — incUiding  even  those  who  go 
to  school  for  a  single  week  in  the  year — about  one  million  three  hundred  thou- 
sand children  against  three  million  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  of 
school  age  who  are  receiving  no  sort  of  education  whatever, 

Mr.  Hoar  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  six  thousand  one  hun- 
dred votes  to  the  Forty-tiiird  Congress,  during  which  he  scrveil  on 
tiic  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals  and  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor.  He  continued  to  be  particularly  prominent 
ill  the  discussion  of  questions  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  national 
education. 
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3^-^^°N»  LYA II  CROCKER  whs  born  in  Leominster,  Worcester 
^^^^  County,  Massacliusetts,  Octolicr  14,  1801.  His  parents 
v^O*^  were  ver\'  poor,  and  at  six  years  Alvali  began  to 
work  for  his  daily  bread,  and  when  eiglit  years  of  age 
took  regular  employment  in  a  factory.  He  iiad  but  six  weeks  on 
the  average  each  year  for  attendance  at  school,  but  ho  managed  by 
hard  labor  and  self-denial  to  keep  pace  in  study  with  those  who 
were  constantly  at  school.  At  sixteen  he  had  thoroughly  mastered 
the  branches  ordinarily  taught  at  the  district  school,  and  had  made 
considerable  proficiency  in  Latin  and  Greek. 

At  twenty-one  he  went  to  Fitcliburg,  where  he  now  resides,  with 
only  a  few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  Such  was  his  energy  and  success 
in  business,  that  three  years  later  he  was  able  to  make  large  invest- 
ments in  land,  water-power,  and  buildings  for  manufacturing  |>ur- 
poses.  He  became  in  a  few  years,  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  paper  in  the  United  States.  Fitchburg,  a  niere  hamlet  when  he 
began  business  there,  became  a  busy  place  of  thirteen  thousand  in- 
habitants. 

As  early  as  1835  Mr.  Crocker  determined  that  his  town  should 
have  direct  railroad  connection  with  Boston.  Almost  every  one 
regarded  his  projects  as  impracticable,  and  rival  interests  endeavored 
to  break  him  down,  but  he  persevered  until  success  crowned  his 
efforts.  Chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  railroad  charter,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1S3().  In 
that  body  he  was  the  author  of  the  Insurance  Law  as  it  now  stands 
upon  the  Statute-book  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  subsequently 
again  a  member  in  1842  and  1843,  and  finally  succeeded  in  securing 
the  charter  for  his  road,  He  suspended  all  his  manufacturing  en- 
terprises that  he  might  devote  his  undivided  energies  to  the  enter- 

])rise,  and  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  got  the  stock  ($1,500,000) 
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siibsfi-ihc'd  lor.  llu  went  to  Eiigkiul  and  purcluised  the  iron  for 
tlie  road  on  more  favorable  terms  tlian  liad  before  been  procured. 
On  tlie  5tli  of  Mardi,  1845,  lie  bad  tlie  satisfaction  of  ridinir  into 
Fitcliburf;  on  tlie  first  bx-omotive  that  traversed  the  new  ruad. 
l>ut  bis  e.xertions  for  public  improvements  were  only  just  begun. 
He  saw  the  practicability  of  making  the  road  just  completed  a  link 
in  the  must  dii-ect  line  between  Boston  and  the  West.  The  main 
olistacie  which  interposed  was  the  Iloosac  Mountain,  which  must 
be  pierced  by  a  tunnel  iive  miles  in  lengtii  before  tlio  connection 
would  be  complete,  lie  went  to  Boston,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  Massachusetts,  and  fmi.;lit  almost  siiiglediandcd  the  battle 
wliich  secured  the  chai-ter  for  the  tunnel.  When  a  member  of  the 
Senate  again  in  ISOT).  he  brouglit  to  a  final  and  successful  issue  the 
legislation  necessarv  to  secure  the  comjiletion  of  this  greatest 
triimiph  of  engineering  skill  this  country  has  witnessed.  The  work 
of  piactically  prosecuting  the  enterprise  of  boring  the  mountain 
had  been  inti'usted  to  other  hands,  and  had  not  made  satisfactory 
progress,  when,  in  July,  1866,  Governor  Bullock  appointed  Mr. 
Crocker  one  of  the  commissioners  and  superintendent  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  tunnel.  The  expenses  were  immediately  reduced, 
while  double  the  previous  pri>gress  was  achieved.  In  1869  the 
work  was  let  under  contract,  and  the  State  commission  was  with- 
drawn. 

l)uiing  the  war  of  the  rebellion  Mr.  Crocker  was  devotedly 
patriotic  aiul  loyal  to  the  Union.  Tie  gave  much  time  and 
money  to  recruiting  soldiers  and  supplying  their  wants  in  the 
army,  lie  was  a  trusted  agent  of  Governor  Andi'ew  in  looking 
after  wounded  Massachusetts  soldiers  in  the  field  and  the  hospitals. 
lie  expended  thousands  of  dollars  of  his  own  means  in  this  jiatri- 
otic  and  humane  work.  In  January,  1872,  while  absent  in  Europe, 
ho  was  elected  a  Uepresentative  to  the  Forty-second  Congress  to 
till  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tlie  resignation  of  CJovernor  William 
B.  Washburn.  He  received  the  extraordinary  compliment  of  a 
unanimous  vote  in  thirty-eight  of  the  largest  towns  in  his  district. 

lie  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  large  niajoritv. 
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HENRY    L.    DAWES. 


ll^ENRY  L.  DAWES  was  Ixirn  Octolier  30,  1816,  at  Cum- 
mingtoii,  Hainpshire  Ccjuiity,  Massachusetts,  among  the 
'f^'j^  Berkshire  Hills,  whose  inhabitants  and  interests  he  has 
represented  in  Congress  for  more  than  thirteen  years.  He  is  of  the 
English  yeomanry  stock,  and  the  founder  of  the  Massachusetts  family ; 
was  among  the  early  colonists,  settling  at  Abington,  in  the  eastern 
portion,  whence  the  parents  of  Mr.  Dawes  removed  to  Cummington, 
afterwards  settling  on  a  small  farm  in  North  Adams.  Several 
uncles  served  in  the  Continental  array  throughout  the  "War  for  Inde- 
pendence, tliough  his  father  was  too  yoiui^  for  such  duty. 

It  was  amid  these  associations  and  surroundings  that  Mr.  Dawes 
was  reared,  attending  school  in  the  winter,  and  working  hard,  as 
soon  as  able,  on  the  hill-side  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  having,  when  he  entered,  about  forty  dol- 
lars with  which  to  meet  his  necessary  expenses.  When  vacation  came 
he  travelled  a-foot  to  the  homestead  at  North  Adams,  and  in  the 
same  primitive  manner  returned  to  his  Alma  Mater,  teaching  school 
and  working  on  the  farm  during  vacations  in  order  to  obtain  means 
sufficient  to  carry  him  through  the  collegiate  course. 

Leaving  Yale,  he  was  soon  after  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  devoted 
liimself  generally  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  diversifying  the 
struggle  with  teaching  school  at  intervals  and  for  several  years  edit- 
ing the  "  Greenfield  Gazette."  The  young  lawyer  and  editor  took 
his  position  with  the  Whig  party,  and  did  it  good  service  by  voice 
and  pen.  In  1848  he  was  elected  a  Representative  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  again  in  1849  and  1852,  serving  one  term  as  State 
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Senator.  During  this  legislative  service  he  was  ludre  ur  less  closely 
identified  with  the  Free  Soil  movement,  being  always  recognized  as 
possessed  of  decided  anti-slavery  convictions,  though,  by  temperament, 
moderate  in  methods  and  cautious  in  policy.  In  1853  he  was  elected 
to  and  served  in  the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  and  from  that 
time  until  1857  he  was  State  district-attorney.  The  Know-nothing 
movement  had  control  of  Massachusetts  for  a  season,  but  during  its 
whole  career  it  was  steadily  opposed  by  Mr.  Dawes.  He  was  the 
only  anti-Know-nothing  member  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation 
when  his  Congressional  career  began  in  1857.  He  entered  Congress 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fierce  and  turbulent  Lecompton  struggle,  and 
was  a  useful  ally  to  the  party  resisting  that  iniquity.  In  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Congress  he  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Elections,  of 
which  he  was  made  chairman  in  the  Thirtj'-seventh  Congress,  con- 
tinuing to  serve  thereon  until  the  close  of  the  Fortieth  Congress. 

In  1860  he  was  prominently  mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  Gover- 
nor, receivinsr  a  handsome  vote  in  the  convention  that  nominated 
John  A.  Andrew.  In  the  winter  of  1861-62  he  was  a  member  of 
the  famous  Van  Wyck  Investigating  Committee,  which  was  charged 
with  an  inqnir}'  into  government  contracts.  Mr.  Dawes  was  active 
in  the  investigation,  preparation  of  the  report,  and  in  support  of  it, 
on  the  floor,  proving  himself  a  valuable  ally  or  formidable  opponent, 
as  the  need  required. 

Throughout  the  war  Mr.  Dawes  was  an  able  and  faithful  supporter 
of  the  administration,  always  voting  or  speaking  in  behalf  of  all 
necessary  measures  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  and  maintenance 
of  the  Union.  Outside  of  Congress  he  was  an  active  and  efticieiit 
stump  speaker,  always  in  demand  and  popular,  both  from  his  thorough 
acquaintance  with  political  affairs,  men  and  measures,  and  his  clear, 
logical  and  attractive  mode  of  statement  and  argument.  His  ardu- 
ous labors  on  the  Committee  on  Elections  though  important,  were 
not  calculated  to  attract  as  much  attention  as  some  other  labors 
more  closely  connected  with  the  stirring  events  of  the  time.  Mr. 
Dawes  was  a  consistent  friend  of  emancipation,  and   his  votes  may 
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iiKvays  be  found  recorded  on  tliat  side.  During  the  reconstruction 
I'criod,  Mr.  Dawes,  though  at  times  indicating  views  of  a  more  mod- 
erate character  than  was  generally  entertained  hy  the  majority  in 
the  House,  recorded  his  votes  on  those  grave  issues  with  the  great 
body  of  the  party  of  which  he  is  so  useful  a  member. 

During  the  Fortieth  Congress,  Mr.  Dawes  was  prominently  men- 
tioned for  the  Speakership  of  the  Forty-iii-st  Congress,  but  as  Mr. 
Blaine's  candidacy  made  it  impossible  to  unite  New  England  delega- 
tions, Mr.  Dawes  retired  gracefully  and  with  honors.  He  was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  which 
important  duty  he  brings  the  conscientious  industry  and  the  care- 
ful, painstaking  attention  which  are  marked  characteristics  of  his 
public  life  and  labors.  It  evinces  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  abili- 
ties of  Mr.  Dawes  are  held  at  home,  that  he  was  offered  by  Governor 
Claflin  a  position  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Massachusetts.  He  de- 
clined the  honor,  preferring  legislative  to  judicial  labors. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Social  Science  Association, 
held  in  New  York,  October  26,  1869,  Mr.  Dawes  discussed  "  the 
mode  of  procedure  in  cases  of  contested  elections."  His  long 
experience  as  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
extending  through  ten  years,  enabled  him  to  produce  a  most  valuable 
paper,  which  illustrates  the  strongly  non-partisan  bias  of  his  mind  as 
■well  as  the  vigorous  simplicity  of  his  style  and  the  compactness  of 
his  statements. 

Mr.  Dawes  first  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  by  the  constitution 
both  Houses  were  made  the  sole  and  only  "judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members."  With  regard  to 
this  absolute  power  he  says ; 

"  This  is  a  most  remarkable  power,  and  has  no  analogy  ;  not  re 
markable  in  that  it  is  supreme,  for  in  every  constitutional  govern- 
ment there  is  a  tribunal  of  last  resort  existing  somewhere,  and  of 
course  supreme  over  the  subject-mattep  or  the  person  falling  within 
its  jurisdiction.     But  in  all  such  tribunals,  not  only  the  jurisdiction 

but  the  constituent  parts  of  the  body  itself  are  defined  and  fixed   bv 
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a  law  outside  of,  and  superior  to  the  tribunal  itiulf.  It  doeo  not  j/ass 
upon  its  own  commission.  Yet,  in  a  contested  election  in  Congress, 
tlie  subject-matter  and  the  person  falling  within  the  supreme  juris 
diction  of  each  House  are  the  constituents  of  its  own  body.  Of 
whom  the  body  shall  consist,  the  body  itself  has  absolute  power  to 
determine.  And  the  power  to  determine  of  whom  either  House  shall 
consist,  includes  that  of  determining  the  political  character  of  that 
House  and  the  fate  of  measures  and  administrations,  and,  it  may  be, 
of  the  Government  itself.  The  grave  character  of  this  power  thus 
becomes  apparent  the  moment  it  is  comprehended." 

Since  his  occupation  of  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  a  position  accorded  him  by  usage  as  the  oldest  con- 
tinuous member,  as  well  as  by  his  recognized  capacity  for  the  impor- 
tant work  needed,  Mr.  Dawes  has  made  a  strong  record  in  favor  of 
the  utmost  economy  and  retrenchment,  making  in  the  House,  Janu- 
ary IS,  1870,  a  vigorous  speech  which  at  the  time  and  since  created 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  and  criticism.  The  occasion  was  on  a  bill 
transferring  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard  to  League  Island,  which 
Mr.  Dawes  opposed  as  involving  uncalled  for  expenditure. 

During  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses  Mr.  Dawes 
held  the  important  position  of  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Wnvs  and  Means.  In  this  most  conspicuous  position  he  won  the 
apjirobation  of  the  country,  and  left  his  impress  deeply  on  legislation. 

Mr.  Dawes  is  possessed  of  much  more  than  ordinary  literary  cul- 
ture, and  those  who  know  him  best  are  often  surprised  at  the  extent 
and  quality  of  the  reading  for  which,  busy  man  of  aflfairs  as  he  is  and 
has  so  long  been,  he  still  finds  time.  As  a  speaker  Mr.  Dawes  is 
easy,  fluent,  clear  and  cogent,  always  talking  extemporaneously,  and 
in  the  colloquial  debates  which  arise  on  the  floor  of  the  House  he  is 
Miie  of  the  most  formidable  of  foes  and  most  valuable  of  friends,  apt 
at  retort,  and  gifted  with  a  keen  and  often  powerfid  sarcasm,  which 
li'uds  point  to  his  arguments  and  sting  to  his  words.  As  a  lawyer 
Mr.  Dawes  possesses  an  excellent  reputation,  and  has  a  good  prac- 
tice which  might  be  much  larger  and  more  lucrative  but  for  his  atten- 
tion to  public  duties. 
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"       iANIEL  W.  GOOOII    was  born   in    Wells,  Maine,    Janu- 


ary 8,  1S20.  rie  was  titted  for  college  at  Phillip's  Acade- 
my, Andover,  Massacliusetts.  and  graduated  at  Dartmonth 
College  in  1843.  He  studied  law  in  South  Berwick  and 
Portland,  Maine,  and  in  Boston,  Massacliusetts.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1846,  and  practiced  in  the  cit}'  of  Boston. 

He  commenced  his  political  life  as  a  Whig,  and  as  such  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  in  the  State  Legislature  of  1852. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  in  1853. 

He  promptly  identified  himself  with  the  Kepublican  party  at  its 
organization,  and  during  its  first  national  campaign  in  1850  he  was 
elected  a  Representative  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Thirty-fifth 
Congress.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-sixth,  Thirty-seventh, 
and  Thirty-eighth  Congresses,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Tiiirty- 
ninth  but  resigned  before  taking  his  seat.  After  several  years  in 
private  and  professional  life  he  was  in  187"2  elected  to  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  by  a  majority  of  four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-three  votes  as  a  Kepublican  over  General  Banks,  who  received 
the  votes  of  Democrats  and  Liberals.  Mr.  Gooch  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
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,.^^  OHN  M.  S.  WILLIAMS  was  born  August  14,  1818,  in 
,v5i^  Richmond,  Virginia,  tlius  presenting  the  unusual  specta- 
't]^^  ele  of  a  man  of  Southern  birth  representing  a  North- 
ern constituency.  He  went  North  early  in  life,  and 
secured  a  common-school  education.  Rightly  realizing  that  even 
in  the  juodern  Athens  the  most  direct  road  to  influence  was  in  the 
way  of  wealth,  he  applied  himself  to  trade,  and  soon  acquired  a 
fortune.  He  became  a  wealthy  merchant  and  an  opulent  ship- 
owner. 

His  monej'  giving  him  prominence  and  influence,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Massacliusetts  House  of  Representatives,  and  sub- 
sequently to  the  State  Senate.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  from 
the  Fourth  District  of  Massaclmsetts  in  1868,  and  in  that  capacity 
cast  his  vote  for  Grant  and  Colfax. 

Li  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Post-Oflices  and  Post-Roads.  His  flrst  speecli 
in  the  House  was  on  the  salary  question.  "  I  think,"  said  lie, 
"  the  most  of  us  are  here  because  we  wished  to  be,  independently  of 
all  considerations  of  ]my.  It  is  worth  more  than  any  salary  to  be 
tlio  clioice  of  our  constituency,  and  the  iionur  of  a  seat  in  either 
House  is  of  mure  value  to  the  most  of  us  than  any  compensation 
could  be.  I  think  the  larger  part  of  tliis  Congress  are  equal  in  all 
respects,  and  superior  in  many,  to  those  heroes  and  statesmen  of 
antiquity  referred  to  in  the  eloquent  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  or  those  eminent  American  statesmen  named  in  tlie 
tinishcd  speech  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Lidiana.     Therefore  I,  for 

one,  feel  honored  in  having  a  seat  here." 
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^'ENJxVMIN  T.  EAMES  was  burn  in  Dedham.  Massachu- 
setts,  June  4,  181S.  His  parents  soon  after  his  birth  re- 
^J  moved  to  Providence,  Rhode  Ishxnd,  wliere  lie  received  his 
early  education.  He  pursued  his  preparatory  course  of 
studies  at  Worcester,  Massacliusetts  ;  entered  Yale  College  in  1839, 
and  graduated  in  1843.  lie  studied  law  at  first  in  Illiode  Island, 
and  afterward  in  Cincinnati,  Oliio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Kentucky  in  1844.  lie  then  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Ijar  of  that  State  in  1845,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Providence. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repi'esentatives  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in  1859,  1868,  and  1869.  Daring 
his  last  year  of  service  he  was  Speaker  of  that  i)ody.  In  1854  he 
was  State  Senator,  and  was  subsequently  foui-  times  re-elected  to 
tlie  same  position.  In  187(»  he  was  elected  a  Reiiresentative  from 
the  First  or  Eastern  District  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Forty-second 
Congress  as  a  Republican.  During  that  Congress  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

The  most  finished  speech  of  Mr.  Fames  during  this  Congress  was 
delivered  January  11,  1872,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of 
the  statue  of  Roger  Williams  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Islaiid.  lie 
maintained  that  Williams  was  the  first  to  apply  and  actualize  the 
idea  of  religious  liberty  as  a  principle  in  politics.  "It  struggled 
through  centuries  in  the  past  to  its  realization  in  the  organic  law  of 
a  civil  State.  It  was  announced  in  theory  in  the  schools  of  philos- 
ophy in  Europe.  It  may  be  imperfectly  seen  in  the  earliest  strug- 
gles with  the  Romish  Church,  and  in  the  sulisequent  conflicts  of 
that  Church  in  the  religious  controversies  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
It  was  clearly  enunciated   by  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  in   tiie 

struggle   of  the  Dutch    republic  against   the  persecutions  of  tiie 
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Spjuiisli  tliione.  'The  Hollanders  demand  liberty  of  conscieiico, 
was  the  noble  utterance  of  tbat  heroic  prince.  It  may  be  traced  in 
tlie  renunciation  by  England  of  the  spiritual  power  of  the  Pope, 
and  tiie  separation  of  the  English  from  the  Romish  Church  ;  and 
its  advancing  steps  are  plainly  visible  in  the  refusal  of  the  Pilgrims 
and  Puritans  to  conform  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  English 
Church,  and  their  voluntary  exile  for  cause  of  conscience  to 
America.  Step  by  step  through  these  centuries  this  idea  was 
advancing,  and  gradually  weakening  the  bonds  between  Chnrcii 
and  State,  until  tliese  bonds  were  snapped  asunder  when  this  idea 
was  at  first  imperfectly  applied  under  the  simple  compact  which 
was  adopted  by  the  first  settlers  at  Providence  for  the  managenicTit 
ol'theii'  civil  affairs,  and  then  completely  and  triumj)hantly  realized 
ill  the  lit'etinie  of  its  great  advocate  and  defender  under  the  charters 
which  were  snbsecpiently  granted  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island.  .  .  . 
"  The  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  ei'ected  on  its  soil  no  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Roger  Williams.  We  need  no  monument  there  to 
remind  us  of  his  virtues  and  services.  The  principles  which  ho 
there  first  applied  can  never  be  effaced  from  the  memory  of  its 
])eopk'.  But,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  two  centuries  since  his  dust 
mingled  with  the  soil  which  his  footsteps  first  consecrated  to  tiie 
tVecdom  of  the  soul,  the  people  of  Rliode  Island  gladly  and  gratefully 
[ilace  in  the  natiimal  Cajiitnl  this  beautiful  statue,  in  the  lii)j)e  of 
kcrping  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  present  and  future  citi/^ens  oi' 
tliis  great  Re]>ul)lic  the  jirinciples  of  civil  and  religious  libeity 
which  were  illustrated  in  liis  life,  and  which  liave  immortalized  his 

IKUUC." 

Mr.  Eanic's  was  re-elected,  by  a  majority  of  five  thousand  eight 
liinidrud  and  thirty-nine  votes,  to  the  Forty-third  Cnngress,  during 
which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  and 
lliL-  ('(ininiittec  on  Patents.  He  was  b}'  no  means  a  frequent  speaker 
(111  the  tliiiir,  Init  as  a  iiersistent  worker  and  a  man  of  evident  earn- 
estness of  purpose  he  had  much  influence  in  the  House. 
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JAMES    M.    PENDLETOK 


®>5#^AMKS  MONROE  PENDLETON,  the  youngest  son 
,^^'  •  111  tt'iitli  cliild  in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  was  born 
^^^1  a'  PeiMllcton  Hill,  North  Stonington,  Conneeticiit,  January 
10.  ls-2'2.  On  liih  father's  side  he  is  a  descendant  of  Major 
Brian  Pendleton,  who,  conn'ng  from  tlie  mother  country  and  set- 
tling in  New  England  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Mayflower 
in  1G20,  became  distinguished  as  a  soldier  and  in  the  councils  of 
State.  General  Nathan  Pendleton,  father  of  Jamos,  has  left  a 
record  of  which  his  posterity  may  well  be  proud.  As  a  major 
of  militia  in  the  war  of  1812  he  was  noted  for  his  valor,  genius, 
skill,  and  efficiency.  For  ten  terms,  from  1810  to  1826,  he  rep- 
resented North  Stonington  in  the  Legislature  of  Connecticnt,  win- 
ning the  appellation  of  an  able  and  upr'ght  legislator.  His  wife, 
Pliebe  Cole  Pendleton,  was  of  Scottish  ixtraction,  and  was  a  lady 
of  superior  talents  and  refinement.  General  Pendleton  died  Octo- 
ber 15,  1827.  Owing  to  adverse  and  unavoidable  occurrences  his 
affairs  had  become  seriously  impaired,  so  that  his  family  were  left 
in  limited  circumstances.  Mr.  Pendleton  lived  at  home  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  attending  the  district  school  about  fnir  months 
each  year,  and  the  remaining  time  either  working  on  the  farm 
or  in  his  brother's  dry  goods  and  grocery  store.  Subsequently 
for  a  few  years  he  alternately  attended  and  taught  school. 
Defraying  expenses  by  his  own  exertions,  he  completed  his 
course  of  studies  with  high  honors  at  the  "  Connecticut  Literary 
Listitution  ''  in  18-14.  Then,  presenting  his  mother  with  his  surplus 
earnings,  he  went  to  New  York  and  acted  as  salesman  in  a  whole- 
sale grocery  store  for  two  years.  Thence  going  to  Westerly,  Ehode 
Island,  where  he  has  since  resided,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, banking,  insurance,  and  manufacturing  with  satisfying  suc- 
cess.    He  was  married  in    18i7  to  Miss  Arabella   B.  Spencer,  of 
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Snffield,  Connecticut,  a  lailj  wlinse  talents  and  refineil  culture 
c()ninian<l  the  liiirliest  respect  and  esteem. 

In  ])iililic  afi'airs  Mr.  Pendleton  lias  acted  an  important  ])art, 
earnestly  advocatint;  all  measures  wliicli  he  conceived  conducive 
to  the  good  of  (jouimunity  and  the  country.  Tlie  cause  of  puMic 
school  education  has  especially  received  his  hearty  siipp(M-t,  and 
been  greatly  advanced  by  his  untiring  and  vigorous  efforts.  From 
youth  up  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  political  science,  early 
learning  what  seems  so  hard  for  many  to  comprehend,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  expressed  will  of  the  i)eo- 
ple  of  the  United  States  in  the  aggregate,  and  not  a  compact 
between  sovereign  States.  Although  holding  that  article  of  the 
Constitution  which  tolerated  involuntary  service  within  certain 
limits  under  its  control  incompatible  with  freedom  and  contrary 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  yet  was  he  entii'ely  loyal 
even  to  this  provision  while  it  was  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law. 
But  when  the  attempt  was  made  to  generalize  a  local  institution, 
a  social,  moral,  and  political  evil,  to  foist  it  into  free  territory,  he 
firmly  resisted,  cooperating  with  the  lovers  of  liberty  and  the 
Union  in  organizing  and  supporting  the  Republican  party,  founded 
on  principles  in  strict  accord  with  the  Constitution.  When,  in 
consequence  of  this  party's  triumph,  fairlj'  won  at  the  ballot  box 
in  1860,  the  South  waged  war  ujion  the  Union,  he  confidently 
accepted  the  issue.  Early  in  the  struggle  he  counseled  and  urged 
the  emancipation  and  arming  of  tiie  slaves.  During  the  conflict 
he  was  President  of  the  Union  League  in  Westerly,  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  enlisting  soldiers  for  the  defense  of  Government. 

Mr.  Pendleton  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1862,  and  during  three  succeeding  terms.  He  was  a  del- 
egate to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1868, 
and  was  an  elector  on  the  Grant  and  Colfax  ticket  the  same  year. 
In  1870  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Second  District 
of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  and  in  1872  he  was 
reelected.     He  served  on  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the 

Laws  of  the  [Tnited  States. 
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"M^^OSEPH  ROSWELL  HAWLEY  was  born  in  Stewartsville, 


Nortli  Carolina,  October  31,  1826.  His  tkniilj  removed 
to  Connecticut  wlien  lie  was  about  ten  years  ol"  age.  He 
was  educated  in  Connecticut  and  New  York,  graduating 
at  Hamilton  College  in  1847.  He  studied  law  at  Cazonovia,  New 
York,  and  Farmington,  Connecticut.  Having  been  admitted  to  the 
bar,  lie  commenced  practice  in  Hartford,  September  1, 1850,  and  was 
devoted  to  the  profession  of  law  without  interruption  for  about 
seven  years. 

His  tastes  and  talents  fitted  him  eminently  for  journalism,  just 
then  taking  rank  as  a  recognized  profession  in  the  United  States, 
and  ill  February,  1857,  he  became  editor  of  "The  Hartford  Even- 
ing Press."  His  journal  gave  no  uncertain  sound  on  the  great  ques- 
tions then  agitating  the  public  mind.  He  was  unsparing  in  his 
denunciations  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  who  resorted  to  treason  in 
their  efforts  to  destroy  the  Union  because  they  were  unable  to  con- 
trol the  Government. 

When  the  war  actually  came  he  was  one  of  the  stanchest  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  through  the  press.  His  patriotism,  however, 
did  not  exhaust  itself  in  mere  words ;  he  was  not  of  the  spirit  to 
exhort  others  to  deeds  and  sacrifices  for  the  country  which  he  was 
unwilling  to  share.  He  was  among  the  foremost  to  enter  the  mill- 
tary  service,  enlisting  April  15, 1861,  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Con- 
necticut Volunteers.  He  was  commissioned  as  a  captain,  and  in 
tliat  capacity  was  actively  engaged  until  the  expiration  of  the  three 
months'  service  for  which  his  regiment  had  enlisted. 

The  war  had  not  ended  in  sixty  days,  as  the  Seci-etary  of  State  had 

predicted,  and  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull   Run  had  placed   the 
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Union  in  greater  peril  than  ever,  wlien  Captain  Hawley's  sliort 
terra  of  enlistment  expired.  He  was  not  of  the  metal  to  go  back  to 
civil  pui-suits  when  the  country  was  in  need  of  further  service  which 
he  could  give,  and  lie  immediately  engaged  in  recruiting  the  Seventli 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  in  which  ho  was  commissioned  lieutenant- 
colonel.  His  efficiency  as  an  officer  and  his  gallantry  in  the  field 
were  attended  by  promotions  which  were  the  rewards  of  meritorious 
services.  He  became  colonel  in  1862,  brigadier-general  in  1864, 
and  was  brevetted  major-general  in  1865.  He  remained  in  the 
service  longer  than  most  of  the  volunteer  officers,  and  was  not  mus- 
tered out  until  January  15, 1866. 

In  politics  his  impulse,  convictions,  and  experience  made  him 
earnestly  a  Republican,  and  as  such  he  was,  in  April,  1866,  elected 
Governor  of  Connecticut.  He  held  this  office  one  year,  and  then 
returned  to  journalism  as  editor  of  "The  Hartford  Courant,"  with 
which  "The  Press"  had  been  consolidated.  In  1868  he  received 
from  his  party  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  made  President  of 
the  National  Republican  Convention. 

General  Hawley  was  elected  to  the  Forty-second  Congress 
November  5,  1872,  to  succeed  Hon.  Julius  L.  Strong,  deceased, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  second 
of  December  following.  He  served  during  the  remainder  of  that 
Congress  on  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  immediately  took  an 
active  and  influential  part  in  the  proceedings  and  discussions  of  the 
House.  One  of  his  most  able  speeches  during  the  first  session  of 
his  service  was  in  advocacy  of  the  report  on  the  Credit  Mobilier  In- 
vestigation. He  spoke  of  the  "overshadowing,  insidious,  and  tre- 
mendous power  of  great  corporations,"  and  added : — 

"  If  I  am  entitled  to  warn  any  body,  to  lift  up  any  voice  of  warn- 
ing here  or  elsewhere,  I  beg  to  warn  my  fellow-citizens  against  this 
danger  to  the  official  purity,  and  even  the  existence,  of  the  country. 
I  am  proud  to  have  been  one  of  those  who  in  early  years  took  up 
arms  in  the  political  field  against  the  great  corporation,  the  great 
monopoly,  the  great  aristocracy  known  as  American  slavery.     If  I 

do  not  mistake  the  times  we  are  (;oniing  to  a  conflict  witli  an  enemy 
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as  great  and  more  dangerous.  Tliey  used  to  tell  us  the  slave- 
holders had  $2,000,000,000  in  men,  women,  and  children  in  that 
great  corporation  and  dangerous  aristocracy.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  1873  tliere  will  have  been  constructed  in  this  country  about 
seventy-five  thousand  miles  of  railroad,  with  a  capital  aggregating 
$.•5,000,000,000,  and  possibly  $4,000,000,000,  owned  by  more  people, 
but  yet  more  easily  combined  than  the  capital  and  inlliiences  of 
slavery.'' 

He  was  re-elected  to  tiie  Forty-thii'd  Congress,  during  which  he 
served  on  tjie  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency,  the  Cominittee 
on  MiHtarj'  Aii'airs,  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebra- 
tion and  the  Proposed  National  Census  of  1S75.  He  took  rank 
among  the  ablest  debaters  and  orators  in  the  House,  and  there 
were  few  important  discussions  in  which  he  did  not  participate 
with  perceptible  effect.  One  of  the  ablest  speeches  on  the 
iinancial  question  was  delivered  by  him  on  the  second  of  April, 
IST-t.  No  quotation  will  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  speech, 
but  a  few  sentences  will  illustrate  the  general  drift  of  his  opinions: 
''There  is  no  road  to  resumption  through  expansit)n,"  he  said, 
"  except  tlie  road  that  goes  through  repudiation.  If  I  am  not 
altogether  wild  in  this  matter  this  is  the  decisive,  tiie  turning 
point  in  the  national  finances,  and  what  is  of  infinitely  less  impor- 
tance, a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  political  parties."  He  suuis 
up  the  reasons  for  right  legislation  in  one  comprehensive  sentence  : — 

"  By  the  original  legal-tender  act,  which  made  legal-tenders  con- 
vertible on  ])resentation  into  gold  bonds ;  by  the  second  act,  which 
provided  for  the  same  conversion  into  gold  bonds ;  by  your  pledge 
made  when  yon  sanctioned  Secretary  M'Culloch's  policy ;  by  your 
solemn  act  of  legislati<m,  which  General  Grant  signed  as  the  first 
act  of  his  administration;  by  every  pledge  you  have  made  in  your 
political  conventions,  especially  including  the  last;  by  every  mes- 
sage of  the  President  you  are  honoring ;  by  the  doctrines  of  sound 
finance ;  by  the  entreaty  of  the  best  business  men  in  the  country, 
you  are  commanded,  and  solemidy  pledged,  not  to  resume  to-day  or 

to-morrow  or  next  year,  but  not  to  turn  your  backs  upon  resump- 
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tion — only  to  set  your  faces  thitherward  and  to  do  your  utmost  to 
brine  this  country  up  to  the  high  level  of  commercial  and  political 
lionor." 

General  Ilawley  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Centennial,  and  was  subsequently  chosen  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. One  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  speeches  delivered  dur- 
ing the  Forty-third  Congress  was  made  by  him  May  7,  1874-,  on 
'•The  Centennial  Celebration  and  International  Exliihition  of  1876 
— their  Advantages,  Duties,  and  Honors."  It  was  a  grand  review  of 
the  resources  possessed  by  the  nation  for  making  the  exhibition  a 
success,  and  an  eloquent  appeal  to  Congress  to  perform  the  patriotic 
duty  of  promoting  the  great  enterprise  by  a  judicious  appropriation. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Forty-third  Congress  con- 
tained no  more  eloquent  orator  or  able  debater  than  General  Haw- 
ley.  No  man  was  more  fearless  in  the  utterance  of  his  views,  or 
moi'e  competent  to  defend  them  on  all  occasions.  Having  a  fine 
presence,  a  powerful  voice,  and  an  impressive  manner,  with  an  appar- 
ently exhaustless  fund  of  information,  he  was  no  less  distinguished 
as  a  liepresentative  in  Congress  than  he  had  been  as  a  journalist 

and  a  soldier. 
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>  O  TEPHEN  W.  KELLOGG  was  born  at  Slielbnrne,  Massa- 
^p)   chusetts,  April  5, 18^2 ;  jiradnated  at  Yale  College  in  1846 ; 
^'JAf   studied  law,  was   admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  lias  since  ISoi 
practiced  at  Waterbnry ;  was  Clerk  of  the  State  Senate  of 
Connecticut  in  1851  ;  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1853, 
and  of  the  State  House  of  Eepresentatives  in  1850 ;  was  Judge  of 
the  Kew  Haven  County  Court  in  1854 ;  was  elected  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate in  1854,  and  held  the  office  six  years ;  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Republican  Conventions  of  1860  and  1868, 

He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Connecticut  to  the  Forty- 
first  Congress  as  a  Republican  from  a  District  that  had  given  2,700 
Democratic  majority  at  the  last  previous  State  election,  and,  taking 
his  seat  April  9,  1869,  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  He  was  active  in  his  opposition  to  the  income 
tax,  having  introduced  the  first  bill  in  the  House  for  its  reduction 
or  repeal.  The  following  is  an  e3(tract  from  one  of  his  speeches  on 
the  tax  bill,  delivered  June  2,  IS'TO : 

I  trust  the  House  will  strike  nut  all  tbfse  provisions  for  tlie  continuance  of 
the  income  tax,  anci  end  the  obnoxious  thing  forever.  The  people  demand  at 
our  hands  a  reduction  of  lax;Uion,  and  they  demand  it  now.  They  ask  that 
its  burdens  he  lightened,  and  they  ask  that  it  be  done  now.  It  is  of  vastly 
more  importance  to  tlie  business  of  the  country  that  taxation  should  be  moder- 
ately reduced,  than  It  is  to  pay  off  large  amounts  of  tlie  public  debt  spi'cilily. 
Enough  of  taxation  should  be  retained  for  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  the 
payment  of  bounties  and  pensions,  tlie  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  enough 
of  the  principal  to  strengthen  the  public  credit,  and  give  assurance  of  the  con- 
stant reduction  and  final  payment  of  the  debt.  But  nhen  tlie  sta'ement  of  the 
public  debt  for  June  1,  assent  to  us  yesterday  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
shows  that  the  reduction  of  the  debt  during  tlie  month  of  May  has  been  the 
enormous  sum  of  $14,301,002  .57,  or  nearly  half  a  million  a  day  drained  from 
the  channels  of  the  business  of  the  country,  and  that  the  whole  reduition  of  tlio 
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debt  since  l\riucli  1,  1870,  has  been  $31,766,105  39,  I  ask  the  distiiiguished 
Chiiirmiin  of  the  ('ci'iiiuittee  on  Ways  anil  Means  if  lie  does  not  think  the 
husinc-s  of  the  couiitn  deserves  a  litllc  more  relief  than  his  proposed  reduction 
of  taxation  of  only  about  thirty-thrc  c  million  dollars  annually. 

The  history  of  this  tax  in  Great  Rritain  was  given  yesterday  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  York.  The  statesmen  of  that  country  had  exhausted  every 
other  source  of  taxation  Iiefore  Mr.  Pitt  ventured  upon  this  measure,  in  the 
strufjule  that  was  then  going  on  for  the  supremacy,  if  not  for  the  existence  of 
her  power.  Every  other  species  of  taxation  had  long  bef  ire  been  exercif.ed, 
and  this  was  the  last  devilish  invention.  She  had  had  taxes  upon  marriages, 
taxes  U|)on  births,  and  taxes  upon  burials.  .\  duke  lind  formerly  paid  fifty 
jjoundstax  on  his  marriage,  and  tliirty  p:)nnds  tax  on  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son. 
Therehad  been  special  taxes  on  bachelors  over  twenty-five,  and  I  know  my  friend 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Hale]  and  ot'.iers  here  would  object  to  tliat  provision  in  onr 
law.  There  had  also  been  special  taxes  on  widowers  who  had  no  chil  Inn. 
The  old  story  of  her  all  pervading  system  of  taxation  is  familiar;  it  was  like 
the  pla'jue  of  Euypt.  that  entered  even  their  dwelling.s,  their  bed-chamlicrs,  and 
their  kneading-trouglis.  They  taxed  every  thin'4  but  God's  own  stmshinc,  and 
they  even  taxed  tha*,  for  they  had  their  ''window  t.ix;"  and  aceordiiii;'  to  the 
number  of  panes  of  glass  was  the  light  taxed  that  entered  cottage  or  palace. 
But  yet  this  income  tax  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  so  unpopular  that  when  it  expireil,  six 
months  after  the  close  of  the  war,  there  was  a  general  cry  of  joy  and  relief  all 
over  the  realm. 

Mr.  Kellogo;  was  re-elected  to  tlie  Forty-second  and  Forty-tliii-d 

Coiitrresse?,  during  wliich  he  took  rank  among  tlie  most  prumineiit 

aiul   efticient   of  onr  national  legislators.      lie  served  as  a  inenilief 

(if  tlie  ('iiiiunittee  on  the   Pacific  Railroad  ami   tlij  Coniiiiittee  un 

War  Claims.     Tie  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ex|)cnditiiri's 

in    the    Navy  Department.     He   is  an   able   debater,  and   a   lajiiil, 

earnest,  and  imitressive  speaker. 
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HENRY    II.    STARKWEATHER. 


I^ENRY  n.  STARKWEATHER  was  born  in  Preston,  New 
London  County,  Connecticut,  April  29,  1826.  He  received 
Hi'  his  educ:ition  at  the  common  schools  of  wliicli  his  State  is 
justly  proud.  It  is  their  glory  that  they  fit  meti  for  the  highest 
walks  of  public  life.  Like  many  of  his  associates  in  Congress,  he 
repaid  the  debt  which  lie  iiad  incurred  to  the  free  schools  by  himself 
becoming  a  teacher  in  the  institution.  Such  pursuits,  alternating 
with  agriculture,  occupied  him  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He 
then  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practised  in  the  city 
of  Norwich. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Starkweather  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut.     He  was  a  delegate  to  tlic  Republican  National  Con- 
vention which  nominated  Lincoln  in  1860.     Under  the  Republican 
administration  which  followed  he  was  made  postmaster  of  Norwich, 
and  was  re-appointed  by  President  Johnson  in  1865.     Unwilling  to 
favor  the  policy  (jf  the  President  he  resigned  in  1866,  and  was  soon 
afterwards  elected  a  Representative  from  Connecticut  to  the  Fortieth 
Congress,  the  only  Republican    member  from  that  State.     During 
that  Congress  he  served  on  the  Couimittee  on  Naval  Atiairs.     lie 
made  no  speeches,  but  was  otherwise  active  in  the  work  of  legisla- 
tion.    He  was  re-elected  by  more  than  two  thousand  majority  over 
his   Democratic   opponent.      During    the    Forty-tirst    Congress,    he 
served  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.     He  was  re-elected   to  the  Forty-second    Congress,  in 
which  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on    the  District  of 
Columbia  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.     In 
the  Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 
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'^I^f  ILLTAlVr  II.  BARNUM  was  born  September  17,  ISIS. 

M^  Soon  after  his  birtli,  his  father  removed  from  tlie  Eastern 
'^U^  part  of  the  State  of  New-York  to  Salisbury,  Connecticut. 
"^  He  received  a  public  school  education,  and  at  aii  early 

age  commenced  business  as  a  merchant  and  manufacturer.  Possess- 
ing tliorouglily  practical  business  qualities,  he  became  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  enterprises.  He  acquired  a  wide  and  enviable 
reputation  among  business  men  as  the  manufacturer  of  iron  from 
tlie  celebrated  Salisbury  ore,  and  from  the  mines  of  Lake  Superior. 
His  large  and  successful  cstablislimeTits  for  the  manufacture  of  iron 
and  steel  iu  various  places  have  done  niucli  to  develop  the  mute- 
rial  and  industrial  resources  of  tlie  country.  He  was  one  of  the 
projectors  of  tiie  Connecticut  Western  Railroad,  of  wliicli  he 
was  appointed  president  at  the  organization  of  the  company. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Barnum  has  always  been  a  consistent  and  liberal, 
but  firm.  Democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Legislature  in  1851-52.  In  1SG6,  a  nomination  for  Congress  was 
urged  upon  him,  which  he  reluctantly  accepted,  and  was  elected  ; 
P.  T.  Barnum  being  the  opposing  candidate.  In  1869  he  was  re- 
elected over  Sidney  Beardsly,  in  1871  over  George  Coffing,  and 
in  1873  over  M.  T.  Miner.  He  has  done  good  service  on  the  Com- 
mittees on  Manufactures,  on  Roads  and  Caiuds,  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
roads, and  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  is  known  as  an  advo- 
cate of  a  tariff  not  only  fur  purposes  of  revenue  to  the  Government, 
but  as  a  means  of  protection  to  American  industry.  In  Congress, 
without  participating  as  a  speech-maker  in  general  discussions,  he 
has  been  attentive  to  the  business  of  legislation,  and  faithful   to  the 

interests  of  his  constituents. 
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LYMAN    TEEMAIN. 


^^l^YMAN  TREMAIN  was  born  in  Durham,  Greene  County, 
New  York,  June  14,  1819.     The  ancestor  from  whom  he 

§J*  derives  his  Christian  name,  and  who  was  the  progenitor  of 
the  L^'uian  family  in  America,  came  among  tlie  first  col- 
onists to  Boston  in  1830,  and  soon  after,  penetrating  tiie  wilderness 
to  the  westward,  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. His  grandfather,  Tremain,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
His  father  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Greene  County,  where  he 
lived  for  many  years  e.xtensively  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  manufac- 
turer, and  was  highly  respected  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  Kinderhook  Academy.  He 
studied  law  with  John  O'Brien,  Esq.,  of  Durham,  and  with  Messrs. 
Sherwood  &  White,  of  New  York  city.  Having  been  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1840,  he  returned  to  Durham,  where  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  former  preceptor,  Mr.  O'Brien.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Durham,  as  a  Democrat,  in  a 
town  which  had  been  decidedly  Whig  in  politics.  In  1844  he  was 
appointed  District  Attorney  of  Greene  County,  and  while  holding 
this  office  he  was,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  elected  County  Judge 
and  Surrogate — an  office  which,  under  the  new  constitution  just 
adopted,  superseded  five  judges  under  the  former  system.  This 
office  he  held  for  four  years  and  a  half. 

In  1853  Mr.  Tiemain  removed  to  Albany  for  the  practice  of  his 

profession,  and  soon  took  a  very  high  position  at  the   bar  in   that 

city.     In  1857  he   was  elected  Attorney-General  of  the  State  as  a 

Democrat,  and  held  the  office  two  years.     In  1859  he  was  again 

noiuinated  by  acclamation  for  the  same  office,  but  was  defeated  at 
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tlie  election.  In  18fil  lie  was  renominated  by  acclamation,  but 
declined  to  be  a  candidate  becansc  he  differed  with  the  Democratic 
])arty  in  relation  to  the  war,  wliicli  liad  just  begun.  lie  imniediatelj 
identitied  himself  actively  with  the  Union  Republican  party.  He 
was  by  them,  in  1862,  nominated  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, with  General  Wadsworth  as  the  candidate  for  Governor. 
He  was  counted  out  by  an  ostensible  majority  of  about  eight  thou- 
sand votes,  a  result  which  was  secured  by  heavy  frauds  in  New  York 
city.  In  1866  Mr.  Tremain  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of  New 
York,  by  over  one  thousand  majority,  in  a  district  which  had  been 
carried  by  the  Democrats  the  year  before,  Althou2;h  this  was  his 
first  appearance  in  the  Assembly,  he  was  honored  by  an  election  to 
the  Speakership  of  that  body. 

All  the  oifices  held  by  Mr.  Tremain  have  come  to  him  unsought, 
since  he  has  always  preferred  his  profession  to  the  honors  of  polit- 
ical position.  His  talents,  industiy,  and  devotion  to  his  profession, 
have  been  rewarded  with  success  of  the  most  substantial  and  satis- 
factory character.  No  lawyer  in  the  State,  outside  of  New  York 
cit}',  has  so  large  and  lucrative  a  practice  at  the  bar.  He  was  for 
many  years  iu  partnership  with  Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  late 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  who  was  lost  at  sea  by 
the  shipwreck  of  the  Ville  du  Havre  in  February,  1871.  His  prac 
tice  has  been  mainly  in  civil  cases  involving  large  amounts,  and 
argued  before  the  highest  State  and  Federal  Courts.  He  has,  how- 
ever, been  largely  occupied  in  criminal  trials — having  been  counsel 
in  no  less  than  forty  capital  cases,  principally  where  in  his  official 
capacity  he  appeared  for  the  Government.  Perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant of  these,  and  certainly  the  one  which  attracted  the  most  pub- 
lic attention,  was  the  trial  of  Stokes  for  the  killing  of  Fisk.  Mr.  Tre- 
main was  tlie  only  one  of  the  counsel  of  Stokes  who  stood  by  him 
through  all  of  his  three  trials,  each  of  which  was  of  three  or  four 
weeks' duration.  In  the  first  trial  the  jury  disagreed  ;  in  the  second 
the  verdict  was  murder  in  the  first  degree.  Within  ten  days  of  the 
time  set  for  execution  Mr.  Ti-cmain  made  an  elaliorate  argument 
lor  a  writ  of  error  and  stav  of  proceedings,  whicli  was  obtained,  but 
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tlie  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  unanimously  denied  by  the  Supremo 
Court,  consisting  of  four  Judges.  But  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  Mr. 
Tremain  carried  his  point  by  tiie  iinaniuious  decision  of  seven  Judo-es, 
who  decided  several  new  and  important  questions  in  criminal 
jurisprudence.  In  the  last  trial  the  verdict  was  for  manslaughter 
in  tlie  third  degree,  although  Judge  Davis  made  a  strong  eliargo 
adverse  to  the  prisoner,  and  the  press  and  public  sentiment 
loudly  clamored  for  his  conviction  for  murder.  The  bulk  of  the 
labor  involved  in  conducting  the  case  to  this  termination  devolved 
upon  Mr.  Tremain,  who  had  to  deal  with  a  vast  volume  of  evidence 
and  grapple  with  the  intricate  legal  questions  involved.  The  his- 
tory of  the  case  and  its  results  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  professional 
triumphs  ever  achieved  in  this  country. 

But  of  greater  general  interest  and  more  important  results  was 
the  trial  of  William  M.  Tweed,  in  which  Mr.  Tremain  was  ieadino- 
counsel  for  the  prosecution.  It  was  thought  impossible  that  Tweed 
could  be  convicted,  so  thoroughly  was  he  intrenciied  behind  his  long 
unquestioned  power  and  ill-gotten  wealth.  lie  was  defended  by 
six  or  eight  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  New  York,  such  as  Graham, 
Field,  Fullerton,  and  others.  In  the  first  trial  the  jury  was  packed 
in  the  interest  of  Tweed,  and  all  Mr.  Tremain's  efforts  were  bent 
upon  preventing  an  acquittal,  which  was  accomplished  by  the  fear- 
less manner  in  which  he  addressed  the  jury.  No  lawyer  has  ever 
gone  into  a  court-room  with  more  complete  and  careful  preparation 
for  the  work  before  him  than  that  with  which  Mr.  Tremain  en- 
tered upon  tlie  second  trial  of  Tweed.  He  had  a  complete  history, 
alphabetically  arranged,  of  over  one  thousand  men  who  were 
upon  the  panel  from  which  the  jury  was  to  be  selected.  He  was 
thus  able  to  keep  all  Tweed's  henchmen  and  sworn  supporters  off 
the  jury,  and  secure  men  who  would  give  an  honest  verdict  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  evidence.  The  result  of  Mr.  Tremain's  efforts, 
as  is  well  known,  was  tiie  conviction  of  the  most  audacious  and 
powerful  criminal  tiiat  has  ever  been  put  to  his  defense  in  an  Amer- 
ican court,  and  that,  too,  when  every  circumstance  seemed  adverse 
to  the  prosecution.     Tlie  grand  moral  results  of  tliis  conviction  can 
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scarcely  ho  overestimated.  No  event  in  the  history  of  the  country 
has  had  so  manifest  a  tendency  to  break  dishonest  rings  and  put  an 
end  to  municipal  corruption. 

In  1873  Mr.  Tremain,  unexpectedly  to  himself,  was  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  Representative  at 
large  to  the  Forty-third  Congress.  He  received  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  votes,  and  was  elected 
by  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  majority. 
He  received  about  live  thousand  more  votes  than  the  total  number 
received  by  the  Republican  candidates  in  all  the  Congressional  Uis 
tricts  of  the  State.  As  he  was  placed  upon  the  Congressional  ticket, 
he  thus  ran  five  thousand  ahead  of  his  party  vote.  He  has  been 
four  times  a  candidate  before  the  people  of  the  whole  State,  and 
always  ran  largely  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  entered  the  Forty-third 
Congress  with  a  constituency  of  four  millions  of  people — the  largest 
which  any  representative  of  the  people  in  a  legislative  body  has  ever 
had.  On  taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  his  emi- 
nent legal  abilities  were  recognized  by  the  Speaker  in  his  being 
assigned  to  the  fourth  place  on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  ad- 
vance of  several  old  and  experienced  members  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Tremain  performed  his  duties  as  a  member  of  this  committee  and 
as  a  Representative  of  the  people  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be 
anticipated  from  his  success  in  his  professional  field. 

Mr.  Tremain  was  married  when  twenty-three  years  of  age  to  his 
present  wife,  Miss  Helen  Cornwall,  of  Catskill,  New  York,  whose 
gratidfather  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolution.  His  eldest  son,  Fred- 
erick Lyman  Tremain,  left  college  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  to  enter  the  military  service.  He  was  promoted  by  merit 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  New 
York  Cavalry.  After  passing  with  great  credit  through  twenty-five 
battles,  he  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run  in  February, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  twenty -one,  being  unsurpassed  in  his  brilliant  and 
honorable  record  by  any  of  the  heroes  of  the  war.  Mr.  Tremain's 
only  surviving  son,  Grenville,  is  a  partner  in  his  law  firm  at  Albany, 
and  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  the  city  of  Albany. 
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OLARKSON    K    POTTER. 


^^^gpLARKSON  NOTT  POTTER  was  born  at  Union  College, 

^j^^  near  Schenectady,  New  York,  in  1825.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
^^C^fi  Alimzo  Potter,  who  was  subsequently  Bishop  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  then  a  Professor  there".  His  mother  was  the  only 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott,'  who  was  for  sixty -three 
years  the  distinguisiied  President  of  that  College. 

Clarkson  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children,  and  after  graduating  at 
Union  College  was  sent  to  the  Rensselaer  Institute  to  study  engi- 
neering. Leaving  there  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to 
Wisconsin  as  a  surveyor.  After  remaining  West  some  two  years, 
during  which  time  he  occupied  his  leisure  hours  in  reading  law,  he 
returned  to  Schenectady,  finished' his -pi-ofessional -studies,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar--;  shortly  after  which  he  removed  to  tiie  city  of 
New  York,  where  he  commenced  practice  in  184:7. 

He  prosecuted  iiis  profession  with  diligence,  and  early  acquired 
a  very  important  and  valuable  practice.  He  took  no  active  part  in 
politics,  and  held  no  public  oftice  whatever,  until  elected  to  the 
Forty-first  Congress  from  the  district  adjoining  New  York  city  on 
the  north.  In  that  Congress  he  served  on  the  Committees  of  Com- 
merce, Elections,  and  Private  Land  Claims,  and  was  also  one  of 
the  Sub-committee  on  Appropriations  for  Rivers  and  Harbors. 

In   Congress   Mr.  Potter  opposed   repudiation   and   any  further 

increase  of  paper  money;  favored  the  abolition  of  the  Franking 

Privilege,  and  introduced  a  measure  for  that  purpose  wiiich  the 

Post-OSice  Committee  adopted  and  recommended  to  the  House; 

urged  the  abolition  of  the  present  system  of  maintaining  ])ermanent 

diplomatic  agents  to  represent  this  country  abroad  ;  was  active  in 

procuring  an  increase  in  judicial  salaries ;  and  advocated  the  repeal 

of  the  Income  Tax,  which,  as  levied,  he  thought  especially  unjust 

and  demoralizing.      He  resisted  the  claim  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
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sentatives  to  pnnisli  as  a  breach  of  tlie  privileges  of  tlie  House,  as- 
saults upon  its  members  outside  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
lie  earnestly  opposed  tlie  granting  of  private  charters  by  Congress, 
creating  corporations  to  carry  on  business  within  the  States,  and 
all  kindred  private  legislation ;  declaring  that  such  legislation 
would  unite  upon  Washington  the  corrupt  influences,  dangerous 
solicitations,  and  all  the  inducements  to  wicked  legislation  which 
would  otherwise  be  distributed  through  the  various  State  capitals, 
and  thus  bring  about  there  a  condition  of  tilings  as  much  worse 
tiiaii  that  at  any  State  capital  as  Congress  is  more  powerful  than 
the  Legislature  of  any  State. 

Indeed,  from  tlie  time  he  grew  up,  Mr.  Potter  had  been  a  Dem- 
ocrat— not  because  he  sympathized  in  the  least  with  slavery,  but 
because  of  his  conviction  that  free  government  could  only  be  main- 
tained by  limiting  and  localizing  the  power  of  government.  He 
therefore  regarded  the  reconstruction  policy  of  the  Government  as 
unjust,  unwise,  and  a  dangerous  step  toward  the  centralization  of 
[lower.  Mis  own  views  on  these  subjects  were  expressed  in  a 
speech  on  tlie  admission  of  Virginia,  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract : 

Since  this  Government  was  established  no  party  ever  had  sucli  an  Dpportnnity 
as  the  Rcpnhlican  party.  It  had  directed  the  forces  with  whicli  the  people  liad 
put  down  tlie  Rebellion.  It  had  thus  absorbed  the  credit  which  belonged  so 
largely  to  the  Democratic  masses  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  it  needed  only 
to  have  treated  the  South  with  a  wise  magnanimity  and  generous  confidence  to 
have  won  their  hearts  and  their  devotion;  to  have  saved  the  Union  as  it  wiia 
and  the  Cm^titutinn  as  our  fathers  gave  it;  and  to  have  wielded  the  control  of 
the  country  by  the  williny-  votes  of  a  majority  of  this  wliole  people  for  the  rest 
of  this  generation.  lint,  pray,  how  is  it  now,  sir?  The  Scuitli,  outraged  and 
distrustful,  sullenly  submits  to  what  it  cannot  avoid,  without  confidence  in  the 
present  or  hope  in  the  future.  Congress  constructs  and  reconstructs  and  again 
re-reconstructs;  makes  promises  which  it  hesitntes  to  keep,  and  alter  every  pcr- 
fonnance  imposes  new  and  harder  conditions — like  Pharaoh,  more  unwilling 
each  day  to  let  the  people  go. free;  while  instead  of  the  Union  of  our  fathers 
and  that  blisseil  C'onstitutiim  under  which  these  Stales  were  so  long  and  so 
prosperously  bound  logetlnr,  we  have  a  system  of  consolidated  and  centralized 
government  in  which  the  States  of  the  Union  arc  beinu'  degraded  to  be  prov- 
inces— to  be  henceforth,  as  the  gentleman  from  \Visconsin  declared,  "  little  mure 
than  couutics." 
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Sir,  if  tins  is  to  lie  tlie  ivsult  of  the  war,  I  submit  that  the  war  wms  hardly 
worth  the  liaving.  It'  this  is  to  lit-  its  result,  then  it  succeeded  neither  in  saving;- 
tlwt  for  which  the  people  fought,  noi  in  giving  us  instead  soinethin^-  better 
tliau  that  which  we  tried  to  save. 

I  know  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  tolls  u.s  that  it  will  be  for  those  who 
live  after  us  to  decide  uhcthcr  this  consolidated  and  cenlralized  Government  is 
or  is  not  better  than  tlie  system  of  limited  and  localized  government  which  our 
fathers  established.  Alas!  I  think  that  this  can  even  now  be  decided.  Every 
day,  as  it  seems  to  me,  now  testities  !o  tlieir  wisdom  and  to  oiu-  folly.  Every 
day  indicates  how  much  better  and  happier  tlie  people  were  under  tlieir  limited 
and  localized  system  of  government  than  under  the  consolidated  and  central- 
ized system  which  is  replacing  it.  The  vast  growth  and  natural  advantages  of 
the  country  have,  indeed,  made  us  richer  and  more  poweiful  than  ever  before; 
but  are  we  wiser,  better,  or  happier  than  our  fathers?  Are  the  masses  more  con- 
tent; are  rights  more  secure;  the  laws  more  wisely  framed  or  better  atlminis- 
tered;  our  country  more  respected  for  its  virtues  abroad  or  more  cherished  at 
home,  than  in  the  days  of  our  fathers  ?  Ah,  sir,  who  of  us  does  not  realize  the 
contrary?  Throughout  ten  States  of  this  Union  the  bayonet  and  the  test-oath 
crush  out  the  heart  and  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  while  throughout  tlie 
rest  of  the  land  speculation,  extravagance,  disregard  of  the  rights  of  others, 
disrespect  of  law,  and  corruption  prevail. 

Mr.  Potter  was  counsel  in  the  case  of  Hepburn  vs.  Griswold,  in 
whicli  the  Supreme  Couft  of  the  United  Ttates,  in  1S68,  first  decided 
the  Legal  Tender  Act  to  be  uneonstitulional,  and  was  also  heard 
at  the  same  term  in  support  of  the  validity  of  contracts  payable 
specifically  in  coin,  which  the  Court  sustained.  In  these  arguments 
he  very  earnestly  maintained  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  impair 
the  obligations  of  contracts. 

When  the  Legal  Tender  question  was  reconsidered  by  the 
Supreme  Court  at  its  last  term  Mr.  Potter  was  again  heard  upon  it. 
Tie  felt  very  deeply  the  evils  which,  as  he  thought,  must  result 
from  establishing  the  power  of  Congress  to  impair  contracts  be- 
tween private  citizens,  and  the  demoralization  which  must  ensue 
from  maintaining,  as  a  permanent  measure  of  value,  so  uncertain 
and  fluctuating  a  unit  as  an  irredeemable  promise  to  pa^'.  He  also 
deprecated  the  review  by  that  Court  of  a  great  constitutional  ques- 
tion, decided  after  mature  deliberation,  as  destructive  of  the  influ- 
ence and  value  of  that  supreme  tribunal,  and  regarded  its  action  in 
these  respects  as  constituting  a  real  crisis  in   the  history  of  the 

(iovernment. 
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"  Tlie  best  life  of  a  nation,"  be  contended,  "  is  not  the  extent  of 
its  territories,  nor  the  numbers  of  its  people,  nor  the  greatness  of 
its  riches;  but  is  in  the  freedom  it  secures,  and  the  virtue  it  pro- 
tects. And  that  nation,  and  that  nation  alone,  can  be  called 
really  free,  in  which  tlie  rights  of  persons  and  of  property  are  pro- 
tected by  limitations,  not  only  against  tiie  will  and  changes  of 
majorities,  but  even  against  the  powers  of  the  Government  itself."' 

Mr.  Potter  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  Congress  by  a 
large  majority.  Early  iu  the  iirst  session  of  that  Congress  he  in- 
troduced a  Joint  Resolution  providing  for  an  Amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  declaring  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  impair  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  and  that  it  should  not  thereafter  charter 
private  corporations  to  carry  on  business  within  the  States. 

In  1872  Mr.  Potter  was  for  the  third  time  elected  to  Congress. 
During  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, one  of  the  most  important  of  the  House,  appointment  to 
which  is  regarded  as  a  testimonial  of  high  attainments  iu  the  law. 
Mr.  Potter  took  part  in  many  important  debates,  and  by  his  able 
discussion  of  constitutional  questions  greatly  extended  his  reputa- 
tion.    He  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  a  fourth  term. 
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F  Quaker  ancestry,  Fernando  Wood  was  born  iii  Pliiladel- 
l>liia,  June  14,  1812.  His  father  was  a  merchant  of  good 
standing  of"  that  city.  His  original  ancestor  in  this  country 
was  Henry  Wood,  who  emigrated  early  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
settling  in  Rhode  Island;  but,  being  a  Quaker,  he  was  driven  out  of" 
that  settlement  by  the  persecutions  of  the  Puritans.  From  there  he 
went,  in  1656,  to  the  Delaware  River,  and  became  a  farmer  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  on  that  which  is  now  tlie  New  Jersey  side 
of  the  river.  For  over  two  hundred  years  the  family;  have  resided  iu 
that  neighborhood.  The  original  family  burial-ground  is  yet  existing 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  a  short  distance  north  of  Canideii. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Wood  removed  to  New  York  in  IS'JO,  where  the 
latter  has  resided  ever  since.  He  commenced  his  busy  life  as  a  clerk 
in  1826,  but  subsequently  made  cigare,  skill  in  the  manufacture  of 
which  he  had  picked  up  as  an  amateur  and  merely  from  observation. 
This  employment  he  pursued  but  a  short  time. 

He  commenced  business  on  his  own  account  in  1S32,  but  the 
cholera  prevailing  to  a  frightful  extent  in  that  year  in  New  York,  he 
was  unsuccessful,  and  was  obliged  to  return  once  more  to  the  v*  lega- 
tion of  a  clerk.  In  1836  he  again  commenced  business  in  a  SIll^dl 
way  as  a  merchant.  He  met  with  fair  success,  but,  imbibing  an  e;iil  v 
taste  for  poUtical  affairs,  he  devoted  much  time  to  those  more  cmi 
genial  pursuits. 

In  1838  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  Young  Men's  General  Com- 
mittee of  Tammany  Hall ;  and  in  November,  1840,  was  nominated 

and  -elected  a  member  of  tlie  Twenty-seventh  Conu-ress.     This  u  :is 
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tlio  memorable  presidential  camiiaigii  resulting  in  the  defeat  ^\' 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  the  election  of  General  Harrison.  Mr.  "Wood 
took  his  seat  in  Congress  at  the  called  session  in  May,  1841.  He  was 
(jiiite  a  young  man,  but  nerertheless  i)arti(;i])atcd  in  the  debates  with 
iiiiich  success.  To  do  this  in  a  Congress  wliich  comprised  statesmen 
of  great- ability,  was  no  easy  thing.  In  the  Senate  were  Henry  Clay, 
Jclm  C.  Callioun,  Silas  Wright,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Len  Woodbnry, 
James  Buchanan,  and  others  almost  equally  distinguished.  In  the 
House  were  Millard  Fillmore,  John  Qnincy  Adams,  Caleb  Cushing, 
Kobert  C.  Wintliro]*,  Henry  A.  Wise,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  others 
as  jiroiiiinent.  Tliis  Congress  was  not  only  distinguished  for  the 
aliilitv  of  its  members,  but  also  for  tlie  great  questions  which  were 
discussed  and  passed  upon.  Henry  Clay's  Fiscal  Bank  Scheme,  the 
Tariff,  the  Distribution  of  tlie  Proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands,  and 
other  measures  of  magnitude  and  importance,  called  out  the  ablest 
intellect  of  the  times.  Mr.  Wood  spoke  on  most  of  these  questions, 
his  bearing  and  mode  of  handling  his  subject  winning  the  commenda- 
tion of  even  those  who  differed  with  him. 

His  maiden  speech  was  delivered  in  May,  1842,  on  Mr.  Clay's 
Fiscal  Bank  Scheme.  He  spoke  an  hour,  principally  against  the 
practicability  of  the  measure,  and  explanatory  of  its  effects  upon  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country.  On  this  occasion,  ex-President 
Adams,  then  fast  declining  to  tiie  grave,  approached  him  with  totter- 
ing steps  and  congratulated  iiim  on  his  speech. 

The  chief  effort  of  his  service  in  that  Congress  was  devoted  to  the 
success  of  the  application  to  give  the  aid  of  the  Government  in  show- 
ing the  practicability  of  the  transmission  of  intelligence  by  magnetic 
telegraph.  Until  the  year  1842  no  such  proposition  had  been  made  ; 
indeed,  the  inventor  himself  had  not  until  then  reached  that  degree 
of  confidence  in  its  feasibility  as  to  venture  upon  an  extensive  a])plic;i- 
tion  of  it  for  useful  purposes.  Professor  Morse  made  his  application 
to  this  Congress  for  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  laj'  wires  along  the 
sleepers  of  the  railroad  track  between  Washington  City  and  Balti- 
more.    Uo  was  confident  of  its  success,  but  not  so  with  members  of 
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Congress  and  the  ])ulilic  generally.  Mr.  Wood  took  an  active  ]iart 
in  making  converts.  At  his  instance  Professor  Morse  placed  a  mag- 
netic battery  in  the  Committee  Room  of  Naval  Aft'airs,  of  which  Mr. 
Wood  was  a  member,  and  connecting  it  by  wires  with  another  battery 
in  the  Committee  Room  of  Naval  Affairs  in  the  Senate,  showed,  by 
the  transmission  of  communications  from  one  to  the  other,  that  the 
plan  was  sutRciently  feasible  to  warrant  an  appropriation,  if  only  as 
an  experiment.  It  was  with  much  difKcuIty,  however,  that  the  ]3re- 
judice  against  it  was  overcome. 

Morse  himself  was  poor.  He  became  almost  discouraged ;  but  by  the 
youthful  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  Wood,  aided  by  liis  colleague,  Mr. 
Chai-les  G.  Ferris,  then  a  member  from  New  York,  the  bill  was 
finally  cai-ried  tlu-ough,  the  money  appropriated,  and  Morse  made  the 
superintendent  for  its  construction  and  management  at  a  salary  of 
$2,500  per  year.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  jar  of  the  running 
trains  prevented  the  free  transmission  of  the  fluid  along  the  wires 
when  connected  with  the  tracks.  Poles,  as  now  used,  were  substi- 
tuted, which  have  been  improved  upon  since  in  various  respects. 

Professor  Morse  has  never  ceased  to  recognize  the  great  obligations 
which  he  and  the  world  at  large  are  under  to  Mr.  Wood  for  his  early 
appreciation  and  active  support  of  the  origin  of  the  magnetic  tele- 
graph. 

Mr.  Wood  retired  for  a  time  from  public  life  at  the  end  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Congress,  March  4, 1843.  Being  poor,  and  with  the 
responsibility  and  care  of  a  young  family,  he  saw  that  he  could  not 
afford  to  pursue  his  taste  for  politics.  He  resumed  business  as  a  mer- 
chant, commencing  in  South  Street,  New  York,  as  a  ship  chandler 
and  ship  furnisher.  He  eschewed  politics  altogether,  devoting  him- 
self entirely  to  his  business.  His  efforts  were  crowned  with  success. 
He  soon  became  the  owner  of  several  vessels,  engaged  in  a  profitable 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  Islands. 

In  1848  he  fitted  out  the  fir&t  sailing  vessel  that  left  New  York  for 

California  after  the  discovery  of  gold  there.     In  this  expedition  he 

met  with  unexpectod  success,  realizing  a  little  fortune  by  the  result. 
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The  Piuiiu  year  he  iincstcd  a  [lart  nt'  tliese  returns  in  siilmrliaii  New 
York  property.  At  tliat  time  tiie  eity  did  not  extend  al>o\e  Tliirtietli 
Street.  Mr.  Wood  jnircliased  thegj'ound  upon  whi'-li  lie  now  residc>, 
lying  along  Broadway  from  Seventy-sixth  to  Seventy -eighth  Street, 
for  a  few  tliousand  dollars,  for  which  he  was  offered,  in  1S6S,  $-100,000. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  he  retired  from  business,  returning  to 
an  active  participation  in  the  politics  of  the  times.  He  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Mayor  of  New  York  in  November,  1850, 
but  was  defeated  by  A.  C.  Kingsland,  Esq.,  the  Whig  candidate. 
Not  discouraged  by  this  result,  he  continued  in  politics,  determined, 
sooner  or  later,  to  rule  over  a  city  for  which  lie  had  so  much  affec- 
tion, and  where  he  saw  much  room  for  municipal  improvement. 

He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  again  in  1854,  and  was  elected. 
Diu'ing  his  administration  of  the  duties  of  that  office,  he  reformed 
nearly  all  of  the  great  abuses  which  then  existed.  He  was  the  chief 
promoter  in  establishing  the  Central  Park,  and  had  charge  of  and 
carried  out  the  original  plan  for  its  ornamentation  and  arrangement. 
i!y  his  invitation  a  Board  was  created  for  deciding  upon  the  plans, 
consisting  of  Washington  Irving,  George  C.  Bancroft,  William  Cullen 
Bryant,  E.  C.  Winthrop,  Edward  Everett,  and  other  distinguished 
men  of  acknowledged  taste  and  accomplishments.  He  was  the  first 
to  place  uniforms  on  the  police,  and  instituted  many  other  improve- 
ments, which  at  the  time  were  highly  commended,  even  by  political 
enemies.  He  was  re-elected  in  1856  and  1859.  During  his  admin 
istration  of  the  duties  of  that  office  he  evinced  much  energy,  and  a 
far  higher  appreciation  of  its  powers  and  responsibilities  than  its  in- 
cumbents usually  do.  H^  made  war  upon  the  evil-doei"s  always  to 
be  found  in  a  large  city,  and  rendered  himself  odious  to  political 
friends  and  foes  by  the  positiveness  of  his  actions  and  the  indiscrim- 
inate course  he  adopted  towards  all,  irrespective  of  station  or  political 
opinions.  The  leaders  of  the  party  to  which  he  was  attached  became 
hostile  in  consequence ;  but  in  opposition  to  them  he  organized  the 
Mozart  Hall  party,  so  well  known  in  the  politics  of  the  city  and 

State  ovi;r  since. 
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He  was  elected  to  tlie  Tliiity-eiglitli  Cunjri-ess,  representing  tlie 
Fifth  District  of  New  York.  This  was  during  the  war.  He  made 
several  speeches  in  fever  of  the  appointment  of  conunissioners  to  pi'o- 
cure  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  deprecated  tiie  continuance  of  the 
conflict  until  every  means  of  procuring  an  amicable  adjustment  had 
been  tried  and  proved  futile.  He  always  declared  himself  against  the 
efforts  of  the  Southern  States  to  break  up  the  Union.  But  he  thought 
that  the  South  had  early  seen  the  error  and  futility  of  the  Secession 
movement,  and  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  about  an 
abandonment  of  the  effort  and  a  restoration  of  peace  and  good-will. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Wood  affected  to 
believe  that  the  allegations  which  had  been  published  against  his  loy- 
alty had  found  a  lodgment  in  tlie  public  mind,  and  tliat  his  career 
in  political  life  was  ended. 

Not  being  willing  to  admit  this,  lie  resiilved  on  taking  the  boldest 
and  most  effectual  means  of  testing  the  naatter,  by  presenting  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  Congress  on  his  own  record,  with  no  other  aid  than 
his  personal  hold  on  popular  esteem. 

Accordingly,  in  October,  1866,  Mr.  Wood  issued  an  address  to  the 
electors  of  the  Ninth  Congressional  District,  in  which  ho  announced 
himself  as  an  independent  candidate  for  Congress,  not  the  nominee 
of  any  party,  faction,  or  convention.  "  I  desire  the  election,"  said  he, 
"  as  a  popular  rebuke  to  those  who  utter  the  malicious  falsehood,  that 
during  the  war  I  was  a '  rebel  sympathizer '  and  disunionist;  and  also 
to  be  placed  in  an  official  position  where,  unrestrained  by  partisan 
obligations,  I  may  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment  for  the 
])ublic  good." 

The  result  of  this  bold  and  independent  movement- was  the  election 
of  Mr.  Wood  to  the  Fortieth  Congress  by  a  majority  of  nearly  two 
thousand  votes. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  Mi-.  Wood  took  a 
I)romiuent  part.  He  participated  in  the  debate  on  the  Kesolution  to 
impeach  the  President,  on  the  Freednien's  Bureau,  on  the  release  of 
Americans  imprisoned  in  Ireland,  and  on  the  Internal  Revenue  Bill 
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His  chief  effort,  iual  tliat  in  wliicli  ho  felt  the  most  iiiterci-t,  was 
bis  proposition  to  \);iy  the  i)ul)lic  debts,  reduce  taxation,  and  return  to 
specie  payments  by  tlie  development,  for  Goverunicnt  account,  of  the 
mineral  resources  lying  in  the  Pacitic  States  and  Teri'itories.  To  this 
important  proposition  he  had  given  much  thought  and  investigation. 
Satisiied  of  its  practicability,  he  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  plan 
on  the  3d  of  June,  1868,  sustaining  his  position  with  force  and  power. 
He  predicted  that  the  supply  of  the  precious  metals  would  soon 
cease,  unless  the  Government  entered  the  iield  with  large  outlay,  and 
usino-  a  higher  order  of  scientific  talent  in  revealing  and  analyzing 
the  ores. 

"The  mines  of  California,"  said  he,  "have  produced  $1,100,000,- 
000,  though  worked  by  feeble  efforts,  imperfect  machinery,  and  in- 
sufficient capital.  Other  territory,  even  yet  more  valual>le,  has  been 
added  to  the  mineral  resources  of  the  nation.  All  the  vast  space  ly- 
ing between  the  31th  and  49th  degrees  north  latitude,  and  the  lOlth 
and  121th  parallels  of  longitude,  contains  an  inexhaustible  supply. 
That  territory  belongs  to  the  Government  by  conquest  and  by  pur- 
chase. I  am  satisfied  that  a  yield  from  two  hundred  to  three  hun- 
dred millions  a  year  can  be  readily  obtained,  after  the  proper  knowl- 
edge and  talent  are  obtained  to  prosecute  them  ;  this  may  be  done 
after  the  first  year,  and  increased  afterwards.  Then  why  should  we 
not  avail  ourselves  of  these  resources?  Why  borrow,  and  oppress 
the  peoijle  by  taxation,  external  and  internal,  when  we  have  such  re- 
sources at  command?" 

This  important  proposition,  and  the  arguments  employed  to  urge 
its  adoption,  were  received  with  incredulity.  Its  author,  however, 
was  not  discouraged,  and  predicted  the  final  success  of  the  scheme. 

Although  Mr.  Wood  was  elected    to   the  Foi'tieth  Congress  un- 
pledged to  any  party,  he  nevertheless  generally  acted  with  the  Deni 
ocrats.     Although    differing  with  many   of  his  Democratic  friends 
in  some  particulars,  he  acted  with  them  in  opposition  to  the  measures 
which  the  majority  from  time  to  time  proposed  and  passed. 
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Mr.  Wood  wiis  returned    to  tlie  Forty-first   Congress  hv  ;i  l;ii-i;c 
iiiajority,  and   was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and    Furtv-tliinl 
Congresses.     Indeed,  the  hold  he  had  acquired  upon  the  afiection  and 
confidence  of  the  people  of  his  district,  irrespective  of  partisan 
relations,  rendered  any  opposition  to  him  almost  hopeless.      Thus 
secure  in  the  regard  of  his  constituents,  he  was  the  better  able  to 
maintain    an    independent  stand    in    Congress.      This,    of  course, 
increased  his  influence,  and  gave  greater  eti'ect  to  his  declared  opin- 
ions.    Tlie  Forty-first  Congress  was  distinguished  I'or  tiio  impor- 
tance of  the  questions   presented   and   discussed.      Many  of  them 
were  original  in  their  character,  requiring  talent  of  a  high  order, 
and  strength  of  intellect  not  to  be  derived  from  books  and  prece- 
dents, for  their  full  examination  and  elucidation.     Mr.  Wood  par- 
ticipated more  frequently  than   before  in   these  discussions,  takina; 
an  active  part  in  the  legislation  of  the  House,  and  speaking  on  all 
the  leading  questions.     Though  acting  with  the  minority,  he  never- 
theless had  the  respect  of  the  chief  men  of  influence  on  the  other 
side.     As  a  member  of  the  Committees  on  Eeconstruction  and  of 
Foreign  Aflairs  he  made  himself  fully  ac(|uainted  with  the  subjects 
appropriately  belonging  to  them,  arid  toik  a  leading  part  in  the 
debates  upon  the  measures  reported  by  th^n    from  the  Opposition 
8tand-]ioint.     Among  these  may  be  especially  mentioned  his  speech 
on    the   resolution    reported   for    the   acquisition   of  Cuba,   and  on 
the  policy  of  the  dominant  party  with  reference  to  the  Southern 
States. 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  agitated  ny  him  in  this  Con- 
gress was  the  investigation  ordered  on  his  motion  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  He  initiated  this  proceeding  by 
the  introduction  of  fifteen  specific  allegations  of  fraud  in,  and  mis- 
management of,  that  Bureau  by  the  Commissioner  (General  How- 
ard) and  his  subordinates.  The  Committee  intrusted  with  this  sub- 
ject passed  six  weeks  in  laborious  examination,  and  it  was  alleged 
by  Mr.  Wood  and  the  minority  of  the  Committee  that  each  and 
every  one  of  the  specifications  had  been  fully  sustained.  A  major- 
it}',  however,  did  not  so  report.     The  testimony  was  printed  by 
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order  of  the  House.  It  was  in  the  debate  in  tlie  House  that  arose 
u))on  the  discussion  of  this  subject  tliat  Mr.  Wood  so  ably  and  tri- 
nniphantly  defended  his  course  duriniji;  tiie  hito  civil  war,  which 
had  frequently  been  made  the  subject  of  nnfriendly  comment 
asrainst  him. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  wliich  had  examined  the  case  ot' 
the  Bureau,  who  had  defended  General  Howard,  attacked  Mr.  NVockI 
as  disloyal  during  the  Kebellion,  repeating  several  newspaper  scan- 
dals which  had  impugned  his  fidelity  to  the  Government,  and  among 
them  the  charge  that  he  had  furnished  arms  to  the  Confedei'acy. 

Mr.  Wood  in  reply  said  that  the  only  foundation  for  this  charge 
was  that  as  Mayor  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  Rebellion,  he  had  sent  a  telegraphic  dispatch  to  Senator 
Toombs,  of  Georgia,  in  replj-  to  an  inquiry,  stating  that  the  ))olice 
of  New  York  had  no  authority  to  seize  merchandise  in  trannita  for 
shipment  to  the  South.  He  did  not  deny  having  so  stated,  but  at 
that  time  no  Rebellion  existed  ;  the  mails,  telegraphs,  and  other 
communications  were  uninterrupted;  no  war  existed,  nor  was  there 
any  immediate  apprehension  of  hostilities.  So  far  from  sympa- 
thizing with  or  aiding  the  resistance  of  the  South  to  the  Federal 
authority,  he  was  the  first  official  who  had  initiated  practical  meas- 
ures for  the  maintenance  of  the  Federal  authority.  In  advance 
of  any  action  by  the  Government  at  Washington,  he  had  as 
Mayor  sent  a  special  message  to  the  Common  Council  of  New 
York  recommending  the  appropriation  of  one  million  dollars  for 
the  outfit  of  troops  to  be  tendered  to  the  President  in  behalf  of  the 
Qnion  cause.  The  money  was  appropriated  and  actually  expended 
for  this  purpose  early  in  the  spring  of  1S61.  The  Union  Defense 
Committee  was  formed  at  his  instance,  who  had  the  disbursement 
of  this  money,  and  by  whom  fifteen  regiments  wei'e  armed,  equipped, 
and  transported  to  the  national  capital.  At  his  own  expense  he 
had  fitted  out  the  Mozart  Regiment,  naming  it  after  the  jwlitical 
organization  to  which  he  was  attached.  The  first  and  largest  pub 
lie  meeting  hold  at  the  North  to  sustain  the  Government  at  this 
crisis  was  called  at  his  instance,  and  addressed  by  himself.  Genera! 

Dix,  Senator  Baker,  and  other  distinguished  friends  of  the  caure. 
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WILLIAM    R.    ROBERTS. 


'^^%^ILLIAM  RANDAL  ROBERTS  was'  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  February  (1,  1830.  His  ance^tor-i  on  the 
'•^^^  fatiier's  side  wei'e  of  Norman  descent,  and  followers  of 
Strongliow  into  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  At  a 
later  period  we  find  members  of  the  family  occupying  distinguished 
positions  in  Ireland.  John  Roberts  was  Mayor  of  WatertWrd  in 
1411,  William  Roherls  was  High  Sheriff  of  Cork  in  Ki'.tO,  and 
Mayor  of  that  city  in  1097.  Lieutenant-Culonel  Roberts,  (jne  of 
Kinw  James's  oftieers,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  cele- 
brated  battle  of  Anghrim,  fo\ight  July  Iti,  1691.  The  name  is 
also  to  be  found  anumg  the  officers  who,  after  the  treaty  of  Limer- 
ick, took  service  in  the  French  and  Spanish  armies.  In  1750, 
Randal  Roberts,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  his  brother,  William  Roberts,  were  magistrates  for  County 
Cork.  His  fixther,  Randal  Roberts,  was  at  one  time  a  prosperous 
merchant,  as  well  as  a  large  land  owner.  He  intenilcd  his  eldest 
son,  William,  for  the  profession  of  the  law,  but  dying  wlien  his  son 
was  scarcely  fifteen  the  intention  had  to  be  ai)aniloned,  owing  to 
the  pecuniary  emharrassnient  in  which  he  had  left  a  large  family. 

After  a  few  years  s].)ent  in  completing  his  education  Mr.  Roberts 
entered  mercantile  life,  winch  he  found  little  to  his  tastesor  inclina- 
tions, and,  becoming  discontented  with  the  prospect  of  a  life  of 
nnremuneraiive  toil  and  semi-political  servitude,  he  yearned  for 
the  freedom  and  opportunities  which  the  great  Repnblic  of  the 
West  oflered  to  youth,  talent,  and  industry.  Cutting  loose  from  all 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  the  associations  of  his  youth,  ho  left  the 
shores  of  his  native  land,  and  arrived  in  New  York  in   July,  1849. 

After  some  six  years  spent  as  a  clerk,  he  commenced  the  dry 
■roods  business  on  his  own   account,  in   which  he  failed   dui'ing  the 
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iTi-cat  panic  ot'  IS;")?.  TK-sc'ltled  with  liis  c-rt-ditdrs  tor  fifty  [kt  ci'iif. 
of  his  in(!t>li!('(liK'ss.  hut  in  a  few  years  tlicreafter  lie  paid  tlie  remain- 
iiii;-  fifty  ]iei-  cent,  in  fidL  In  1S()8,  after  years  of  great  success,  lie 
gave  np  husincss. 

From  hovhood  Mr.  Roherts  loved  the  land  of  his  hirth,  and  syni- 
])athized  with  every  effort  eaUndated  to  assist  in  her  struggles  for 
freedom  and  nationality,  and  hence,  when  a  few  years  ago  the 
spirit  of  the  Ii'ish  i)eople  at  home  and  abroad  was  aroused  against 
foreign  domination  in  Ireland,  as  Pi-esident  of  one  of  the  largest 
orgatiizations  of  the  kind  that  has  existed  in  America,  he  gave  up 
all  his  projects  for  iiersoiial  advancement,  and  devoted  four  years 
of  incessant  toil  and  thought  to  the  cause  of  his  native  land.  Un- 
der his  guidance,  and  aided  l)y  Ins  means,  when  it  became  apparent 
that  tlie  attempted  insurrection  in  Ireland  was  suppressed,  tlie  inva- 
sion of  Canada  was  undertaken,  and  on  June  2,  1866,  a  battle  was 
fought  at  RidgeWay,  Canada,  between  some  four  hundred  Irish- 
Americans,  and  fourteen  liundred  English-Canadians,  when  the 
latter  were  utterl_y  routed,  leaving  behind  their  killed  and  wounded, 
and  nearly  all  their  arms  and  equipments.  President  Johnson, 
liowever,  issued  a  proclamation,  causing  the  arrest  of  the  leaders, 
and  ordered  troops  to  the  frontier  to  prevent  any  further  invasion. 
The  United  States  General,  as  appeared  by  his  report  to  tlie 
Go\crnineiit,  intercepted  over  forty  thousand  Irish-Americans  on 
their  way  to  join  their  comrades  in  Canada.  In  consequence  of 
the  repressive  measures  of  the  United  States  Government  the  |)roj- 
ect  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  very  soon  after,  to  the  great  regret 
of  his  associates,  Mr.  Roberts  severed  liis  connection  with  the 
organization,  considerablj'  impaired  in  health  and  fortune.  He 
retired  from  public  life  with  the  intention  of  attending  solel}-  to  his 
private  interests,  which  had  suffercid  severel}' from  his  long  neglect; 
but  habit  becomes  second  nature,  and  after  a  few  years  of  rest  he 
for  the  first  time  sought  political  position,  and  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Fifth  Congressional 
District  of  New  York,  antl  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress, receiving  on  both  occasions  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
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y,0*'AMUEL  SULLIVAN  COX  was  boni  in  Zaiicsville,  Oliio, 
^^   Sei)tember  30,  1824.     He  attended  the  Oliio  llDivcrsity  at 
■^^J    Athens,  but  subsequent!}'  became  a  student  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, Providence,  Riiode  Island,  where  lie  paid  his  ex- 
penses by  means  of  literary  labor,  i^raduatini;;  with  honor  in  the 
class  of  1846.     He  studied  law  with  Jud^^e  Cimverse  of  the  Su- 
[)reme  Bench  of  Ohio.     He  practiced  his  profession  first  at  Cincin- 
nati, whither  he  went  in  1849,  and  then   returned   to  Zancsville. 
After  a  short  residence  there  he  went  to  Europe,  and  on  his  return 
published  a  book  of  his  travels  entitled  "  The  Buckeye  Abroad,"  a 
well  written  and  extensively  popular  production. 

In  1853,  shortly  after  his  return  from  Europe,  Mr.  Cox  became 
owner  and  editor  of  the  "  Ohio  Statesman,"  the  Democratic  orj^-au 
of  the  State,  published  in  Columbus.  In  the  siirinji;  of  1855  he  was 
tendered  the  Secretaryship  of  Legation  to  EnglaTid,  but  declined  it, 
as  he  was  unable  satisfactorily  to  dispose  of  his  ownerohi|)  of  the 
"  Statesman."  Subsetpiently,  in  tlie  same  year,  he  accepted  tiie 
Secretaryship  of  Legation  to  Peru,  Init  on  account  of  ill  healtii  was 
compelled  to  resign.  He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the 
Columbus  (Ohio)  District  to  the  Thirty-fifth  and  Thirty-sixtii  Con 
gresses,  during  which  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh 
and  Thirty-eighth  Congresses,  in  which  he  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  he  removed  to  New  York  city.  In 
that  year  he  published  a  book  entitled  '' Eiglit  Years  in  Congress.'" 
The  work  is  dedicated  to  his  cdUstitiu'iils  in  Ohio,  "at  whose 
icqucst  the  volume  Mas  prepared, "'  to  whom  he  says  : 
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I  rcprcscntc  1  you  tnilywhci  I  waniivl  xv\  w  irkcl  from  1S5G  to  ISRO  auainst 
tlK'  passionate  zealotry  of  North  and  South  ;  wlicn  I  denounced,  in  and  out  of 
Coiiuress,  the  bad  fallacy  and  worse  conduct  of  tlie  secessionists;  when  I  voted 
to  avert  the  iinpending  war  by  every  measure  of  adjustment ;  and  whrn,  after  war 
came  bv  my  votes  tor  nmney  and  men.  I  aidrd  tlie  Ailmini-itration  in  mainlaiu- 
ing  the"  Federal  authority  over  the  insurgent  States.  Sustained  by  you,  I 
supported  every  measure  wliich  was  constitutional  and  expedient  to  crush 
tlic  relellion.  At  the  same  time  I  have  freely  cliallenged  the  conduct  of  t!ie 
Adminis  riiion  in  the  U9.'  of  the  means  committed  to  it  by  a  devoted  people. 
Brlievinu-  ihat  a  proper  use  of  such  means  would  liring  peace  and  uni(m,  and 
believing  in  no  peace  as  permanent  unless  it  were  wedded  to  the  I'nion  in  love 
and  contentment,  I  liave  omitted  no  opportunity  to  forward  thee  objects.  This 
I  have  done  in  spite  of  threats  and  violence.  For  doing  it  your  confidence  has 
nut  been  diminished,  liut  increased. 

Ill  tlie  iiitfodnctorj  chapter  Mf.  Co.\  niaiiitained  tliat  a  "con.sti- 
tiitioiial  opposition  "  was  essential  to  a  free  goveninieiit,  and  could 
not  be  dispensed  with  "  without  danger  to  libeity,"'  addinjr  : 

Time  will  vindicate  both  tlie  writer  and  others,  who,  while  they  maintained 
the  war  tor  the  Union,  did  not  permit  tlieir  voices  for  personal  and  pnblic  lib- 
erty to  be  drowned  in  the  clangor  of  arms.  Those  who  contest  encroachments 
incident  to  war  are  never  regarded  in  history  as  enemies,  but  as  the  truest  dev- 
otees of  well-regulated  liberty. 

The  key-note  to  these  speeches,  and  all  cflbrts  made  by  their  author  in  ;ind 
out  of  Congress,  was  struck  in  the  heat  of  a  debate  with  a  member  from  In- 
diana, Mr.  Julian,  on  the  ijth  of  Ajiril,  1864:  "Under  no  circuntstances  con- 
ceiva))le  by  the  human  mind  would  I  ever  violate  the  Constitution  for  any  pur- 
pose. To  compass  its  destruction  as  a  probable  or  possible  necessity  is  the  very 
n-ospel  of  anarchy,  the  philosophy  of  dissolntion."  Tliis  was  in  reply  to  a 
northern  statesman,  urging  extra-constitutional  means  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 
Almost  the  same  language  was  used  Ijy  the  writer  to  denounce  the  heresy  of 
secession  in  the  winter  of  18fi0-01. 

Soon  after  the  ])iiblication  of  the  above  mentioned  work  Mr. 
Cox  niiide  another  visit  to  Europe,  spending  his  time  while  abroad 
chieflv  on  the  islands  and  shores  of  tlie  Mediterranean.  He  o-ave 
to  the  public,  as  the  result  of  his  ol)servations,  a  vt-lume  which  was 
published  in  London  and  ^sew  York,  entitled  ''A  Search  for  Win- 
ter Sunbeams,"  a  work  much  more  elaborate  and  pliilosophica] 
than  books  of  ti'avel  generally.  Mr.  Cox  is  a  sticcesstul  antlim-, 
and  a  popular  lecturer  on  literary  themes.  The  latest  subjects 
U])ou  which  he  has  :ip]>eared  niion  the  platform  were  "Spain,"  and 

the  "  I'oetry  of  Mechanism." 
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In  1868  Mr.  Cox  was  elected  a  Eepresentative  from  the  sixth 
district  of  New  York  to  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and  in  1870  was 
re-elected  over  Mr.  Horace  Greeley.  His  district  is  in  the  heart 
of  New  York  city.  It  is  the  same  fornierly  represented  by  Hon. 
H.  J.  Eaymoiid.  He  served  as  a  n)ember  of  the  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Currency,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Eules.  There 
was  no  member  of  the  minority  who  took  a  more  important  part 
ill  tlie  proceedings  than  Mr.  Cox.  Possessing  great  fluency  in 
speech,  and  quickness  in  repartee,  he  had  frequent  encounters  with 
tlie  shrewdest  men  of  the  majority,  and  seldom  appeared  at  a 
disadvantage. 

Mr.  Cox  delivered  numerous  able,  eloquent,  and  elaborate 
speeches  during  these  Congresses.  He  occupied  firm  jiartisan 
ground,  and  yet  he  constantly  gave  evidence  of  a  candor  and  pa- 
triotism rising  above  party.  For  instance,  in  erne  of  his  speeches 
against  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  enforce  the  Fifteenth  Amend- 
ment, after  showing  the  tendency  of  the  measure  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  party,  he  said  :  "  If  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
city  and  State  of  New  York  were  less  patriotic  than  partisan  they 
would  be  glad  to  iiave  this  measure  of  forcing  elections  continue 
and  become  intensified  by  the  proposed  amendments.  The  eflfect 
would  be  still  to  increase  their  majorities  ;  but  I  would  not  favor 
party  success  at  the  peril  or  mutilation  of  the  form,  structure,  and 
genius  of  our  Government." 

Mr.  Cox's  princijial  efforts  were  made  on  subjects  connected 
with  the  tariff.  He  is  a  strongly  pronounced  free-trader.  Gradu- 
ting  under  Dr.  Wayland  at  Brown  University,  he  early  became 
interested  in  discussions  of  that  nature.  One  of  his  prize  essavs  at 
college,  which  was  successful,  was  upon  tlie  "repeal  of  the  corn 
laws"  in  1846.  During  the  war,  while  a  member  from  Ohio,  ami 
subsequently,  as  a  member  from  New  York,  he  was  cimstant  in 
protesting  against  the  doctrine  of  "  protection,"  presenting  his  views 
with  elaborate  statistics.  The  revenue  reform  he  contemplates  is 
sweeping,  believing,  as  he  does,  that  the  Custom-House  system  is  a 
perpetual  fraud  on  the  bodv  of  the  ]>eopIe,  who  are  consumers 
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^ENRY  J.  SCUDDEE  was  liorn  in  Northport,  Suffolk 
County,  New  York,  Seiiteniher  18,  1825.  His  maternal 
1^5^^  ancestors  were  the  Ilowlctt  t'iunily,  who  settled  on  Long 
Island  as  early  as  Ki-iG.  They  were  staneh  loyalists,  and 
several  of  them  received  conunissions  as  judges  from  the  British 
Crown.  His  grandfiither,  Henry  Scudder,  was  a  lawyer,  and  zeal- 
ously aided  in  prunidting  the  Revolution,  by  his  speeches  stir- 
ring up  the  people  to  resist  the  oppression  of  the  mother  country. 
He  raised  the  first  company  for  the  war  which  went  from  Suffolk 
County,  and  went  into  the  service  as  its  First  Lieutenant.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  saw  much  active  serv- 
ice, and  came  out  at  the  end  of  the  war  with  the  rank  of  Major. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  New  York  which  ratified 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  subsequently  served  sev- 
eral terms  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a  farmer,  and  an  extensive  land  proprietor  on 
Long  Ishind. 

Ml-.  Scudder  was  prepared  for  college  at  Huntington  Academy, 
Suffolk  Couiity,  and  graduated  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, ill  18-16.  He  immediately  began  the  study  of  law  with 
lliraiii  Kctchum,  Esq.,  of  New  York  city,  and  subsequently  studied 
with  Judge  William  E.  Curtis.  He  commenced  the  practice  in 
1848,  and  in  1853  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  IJenry  E.  Da- 
vie s  afterward  Chief-Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Mr.  Scudder 
dev(!tcd  iiimselfwith  great  industry  to  the  business  of  his  jM-ofession, 
which  soon  became  very  extensive,  embracing  a  wide  ranne  of  civil 
cases,  many  of  which  were  of  magnitude  and  importance. 

Mr.  Scudder's  father  was    a  Federalist  an<l  a  Whi",  but  hi-^  own 
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])i'eference  was  lor  tlie  Democratic  ])arty,  with  wliicli  lie  identified 
liiinself  at  his  first  entry  into  politics,  lie  was,  however,  an  earnest 
opponent  of  slavery,  and  broke  away  tVoni  the  Democratic  jiarty  to 
join  in  the  movement  which  was  headed  hy  Van  Bnron  as  the  Free- 
soil  candidate  tor  the  Presidency.  In  1856  he  entered  with  <i;reat 
ardor  into  the  (^ampaisj;n  in  favor  of  Fremont  for  the  Presidency. 
He  canvassed  a  larjjje  part  of  Long;  Island,  entirely  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, sometimes  speakina:  twice,  and  even  three  times  a  day. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Mr.  Scndder  was  one  of  the  most 
earnest  snpporters  of  the  Government.  He  was  very  active  in 
eidistinw  volunteers  for  the  service.  He  accepted  a  Captaincy  in  the 
Thirty-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  but  was  prevented  from  going 
into  active  service  at  the  seat  of  war  by  the  j^rotracted  and  ulti- 
mately fatal  illness  of  his  wife.  In  the  draft  riots  which  threatened 
the  city  of  New  York  with  destruction,  and  formed  one  of  tlie 
most  excitinor  and  remarkable  episodes  of  the  war,  Mr.  Scudder 
was  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  efficient  among  the  citizen  defend- 
ers of  the  Government.  No  one  was  m "re  efficient  in  the  work  of 
quelling  the  mob,  and  preventing  the  city  from  being  the  scene  of 
general  massacre  and  pillage. 

Mr.  Scudder  never  sought  office  for  himself,  but  has  been  ever 
ready  to  devote  his  time,  energies,  and  money  for  the  promotion 
of  honesty  and  reform  in  the  administration  of  the  Government. 
He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Reform  movement,  by  which  New 
York  city  was  relieved  of  the  tyranny  of  Tweed  and  his  confeder- 
ates. As  early  as  1S6G  he  became  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Political  Reform,  which  appointed  the  celebrated  Committee  of 
Seventy,  and  designated  the  candidates  for  office,  which  were 
elected  over  the  Tammany  ticket  in  1871.  As  a  member  of  the 
Law  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Reforni,  he  aided  in  originating 
the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  New  York,  which  were 
adopted  by  the  people  in  1874. 

In  1872  Mr.  Scudder  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,  comprising  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Richmond, 

and  Queens.     As  this  had  always  been  a  Democratic  District,  and 
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liad  never  before  chosen  a  Republican  Representative  in  Conjj;reP5, 
his  election  by  a  majority  of  two  thousand  and  eighty  votes  was  in 
the  highest  degree  complimentary. 

In  the  rt>rty-tliird  Congress  Mr.  Scndder  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs.  He  made  few  speeches,  but  gave  the  strict- 
est attention  to  his  duties  as  a  Representative.  Ilis  votes  on 
financial  questions  were  given  steadily  for  maintaining  the  national 
honor  and  good  faith.  The  death  of  his  brother  and  law  partner, 
Townsend  Scndder,  Esq.,  in  July,  187i,  prevented  him  from  ac- 
cepting a  renomination,  as  that  event  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  devote  his  personal  attention  to  his  professional  business. 

Mr.  Scndder  has  delivered  numerous  popular  addresses  on  litera- 
ry, agricultural,  and  political  subjects.  He  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  agriculture,  and  owns  several  farms  in  Suffolk  County.  He 
was  married  in  1853  tea  daughter  of  Professor  Charles  Davies,  of 
the  West  Point  Military  Academy,  distinguished  as  the  author  of 
a  series  of  mathematical  text-books.  His  present  wife  is  a  grand- 
daughter of  Mrs.  Emma  Willard,  the  eminent  educator,  and  for 
many  years  Principal  of  the  Troy  Female  Seminary.  Mr.  Scndder 
is  a  member  of  St.  George's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church — the 
elder  Dr.  Tyng's  —  and  has  for  many  years  been   a  Trustee   of 

Trinity  College. 
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J.*^^HILIP  S.  CROOKE  was  born  in  Ponglikeepsie,  New  York, 
^m      March  2,  1810.     He  was  educated  at  tlie  Dutchess  Acade- 
^1^      '".>'  i"   Ponghkeepsie.     He  studied  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  cit.y  of  New  York.     He  located  at   Flat- 
bush,  on  Long  Island,  in  1838,  and  has  since  resided  there. 

In  ])olitic8  he  was  originally  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  presidential 
elector  on  tlie  Pierce  electoral  ticket  in  1853.  lie  subsequently 
became  a  Republican,  and  as  such  was,  in  1863,  elected  a  inember 
of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Kings  County  from  1844  to  1852,  and 
again  from  1858  to  1870.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors in  1861,  1862,  1864,  and  1865.  He  served  forty  years  in 
the  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York,  from  private  to  brig- 
adier-general. He  connnanded  the  Fifth  Brigade  of  the  National 
Guard,  in  Pennsylvania,  June  and  July,  1863. 

In  1872  Mr.  Crooke  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Fourth 
District  of  New  York  to  the  Forty-third  Congress.  He  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  Soon  after  taking  his 
seat  in  the  House,  Mr.  Crooke,  in  reply  to  his  colleague,  Mr.  Cox 
thus  spoke  of  the  New  York  Harbor  :  "  Thanks  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  thanks  to  this  Administration,  the  harbor  of  New  York 
to-day  is  impregnable  to  all  the  naval  forces  of  the  world.  If  the 
Spanish  navy,  strong  as  it  is,  were  to  attempt  to-day  to  force  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  they  would  be  sent  to  a  warmer  climate  than 
that  of  New  York.  It  has  been  protected  by  torpedoes ;  by  the 
Roanoke,  a  three- turreted  ship,  which,  manned  with  a  thousand 
sailors,  and  stationed  in  the  Narrows,  I  believe  could  prevent  the 
whole  Spanish  navy  from  passing  it ;  by  the  Dictator ;  by  other 
monitors,  and  by  other  means  of  naval  defense." 
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\W    TEWAET  L.  WOODFOED  was  born  in  New  York  city 

^^      September  3,  1835.     He  had    superior  early  advantages 

^4^      for  education  at  the  Columbia  Colleoje  Grammar  School. 

He  then  entered  Yale  College,  and  subsequently  became  a 

student  in   Columbia  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1854.     He 

studied  law,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857,  entered 

upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York  city.     In  1861  he 

was  appointed  Assistant  District  Attorney  for  the  United  States. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty -seventh 
Eeijiinont  of  New  York  Volunteers.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  that  regiment,  and  was  subsequently  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  Brigadier-General.  He  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  then  in  the  Department  of  the 
South.  He  was  the  first  Union  Military  Commandant  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  subsequently  sustained  the  same  relation  to 
Savannah,  Georgia.  He  was  chief  of  staiFof  the  Department  of 
the  Soutli. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Being  an  earnest  Republican  and  a  fluent  speaker,  he  fre- 
quently took  the  stump  in  support  of  the  principles  of  his  party, 
and  contributed  much  to  make  them  familiar  and  acceptable  to  the 
people.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  In  1872  he  was  elected  pi'esidential  elector  at 
large,  and  was  president  of  the  Electoral  College.  He  was  elected 
a  Representative  from  the  Third  District  of  New  York  to  the 
Forty-third  Congress  by  nearly  four  thousand  majority.  He  served 
on  the  Coinmittes  on  Reform  in  the  Civil  Service,  on  the  Centen- 
nial  Celebration,  and  tiie  Select  Committee  to  Inquire  into  the 

Condition  of  Aflairs  in  Arkansas. 
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^jHOMAS   J.  CREAMER  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  was 
'_i^       born  Ma_y  20,  ISiS.     All  tlie  (ipixirtiniitit's  for  early  edu- 
r^&       cation  wliicli  he  enjoyt'd    were   in   the  New    York    city 
public  S(;hools,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and 
engaged  as  errand  boy  in  a  dry  goods  establishment,  where  he  re- 
mained several  years.     Having  determined  to  adopt  the  profession  of 
law  he  applied  himself  night  and  da}'  to  his  studies,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  New  York  bar. 

He  early  took  an  activepart  in  politics,  .and  veas  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  State  Assembly  in  tbefall  of  1864,  polling 
the  largest  vote  ever  cast  for  a  candidate  in  the  district.  In  the 
Legislature  of  1865  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates  on  all 
questions  relating  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  delivered  several 
able  speeches  in  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  commission 
government.  He  served  during  that  session  on  the  Committees  ou 
Claims  and  Roads  and  Bi'idges.  He  was  re-elected  in  the  autumn 
of  1865  by  over  two  thousand  majority,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
active  members  on  the  Democratic  side  during  the  session  of  1866. 
He  served  on  the  Committee  oti  Railroads,  Claims,  and  Engrossed 
Bills,  and  won  for  himself  the  friendsliip  of  even  his  political  oppo- 
nents by  his  straightforward  and  manly  defense  of  his  principles. 
During  that  session  he  was  a  strong  advocate  of  a  change  in  the 
militia  law,  which  would  ]:>lace  the  old  generals  on  the  retired  list, 
and  did  more  to  bring  about  the  desired  result  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Creamer  was  re-elected  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  no  one  in  the  district  being  willing  to  run  in  opposition  to 

him.     In  the  session  of  1867  he  served  on  the  Committees  on  In- 
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sunuicp,  and  on  Piivileges  and  Elections.  He  was  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  investij^ate  tiie  aiFairs  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  and  in  that  capacity  made  a  very  able  report  to  the 
Assembly.  During  this  session  he  developed  talent  as  a  legislator 
to  a  mncli  greater  degree  than  at  any  former  period,  and  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most  upright,  efficient,  and 
capable  members  on  the  fioor.  Few  men  in  the  Assembly  coin- 
niaiided  to  such  a  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  con- 
nected with  the  Legislature.  During  his  career  in  the  Assembly 
not  a  breath  of  suspicion  was  ever  raised  against  him.  He  passed 
with  honor  througli  all  the  temptations  and  trying  ordeals  of  three 
sessions,  and  that,  too,  wheti,  according  to  general  report,  corrnption 
was  the  rule  and  honesty  the  exception. 

In  the  fall  of  1867  Mr.  Creamer  was  unanimously  nom- 
inated for  the  State  Senate  by  the  Democracy  of  the  Sixth  Sena- 
torial District,  comprising  the  Tentli,  Eleventh,  and  Seventeenth 
Wards  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  elected  by  twelve  thou- 
sand five  hundred  majority — the  largest  ever  received  by  a  Senator. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1869  by  ten  thousand  six  hundred  majority, 
serving  in  all  four  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  important 
committees  on  Municipal  Aflairs  and  the  Judiciary,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  He  was  appointed  Tax  Com- 
missioner for  New  York  city  in  1869,  and  served  as  such  until 
May,  1873.  He  was  President  of  the  Young  Democracy  General 
Committee  in  their  contest  against  Tammany  in  1870,  and  was  a 
Delegate  to  the  Baltimore  National  Convention  in  1872. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  about  two  thou- 
sand majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Eail- 
road,  and  took  an  active  part  in  tl'.e  proceedings  of  the  Forty-third 
Congress.  He  introduced  in  the  House  a  resolution  amendatory 
of  the  Constitution,  providing  for  the  election  of  United  States 
Senators  by  direct  vote  of  the  people  of  the  several  States.  He 
delivered  a  number  of  speeches  which  attracted  attention,  and  in 
a  very  short  time  took  rank  among  the  most  influential   members 

on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House. 
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I  AVID  B.  MELLISH  was  honi  Janiuiry  2,  1831,  in  Oxford, 
Massacluisetts.     "  The  cliaracter  of  tliu  young  man."  says' 
Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  "  and  of  the  town  in  winch  lie  was 
born,  was  largely  sliaped  by  tlie  inflnence  of  a  Congrega- 
tional clergyman  who  for  many  years  ministered  to  the  people  there." 
Mr.   Mellisli  learned  the  trade  of  a  printer  in    the   office   of  tlie 
'^  Worcester  Spy."     He  subseqnently  tanght  school  in  Massachu- 
setts, Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania.     He  was  for  two  years  a  proof- 
reader in   New    York  city.     He   acquired  Pitman's  phonographic 
system   of  verbatim  reporting.     For  two  years,  1860  and   1861,  he 
was  general  news  and  short-liand   reporter  for  "The  New  York 
Ti-ibune."     He   was   stenographer  to  the  Metropolitan,  and  subse- 
quently to  the  Municipal,  Board  of  Police  of  New  York  city  nearly 
ten  years,  at  the  same  time  contributing  articles  to  the  press.     In 
1871  he  wasapi^ointed  Assistant  Appraiser  of  the  port  of  New  York. 
The  people  of  the  Ninth  District  of  New  York  "  turned  to  Mr. 
Mellish  not  as  the  representative  of  the  prevalent  political  opinion 
of  that  district,  but  as  a  person  for  whose  honesty,  for  wliose  kind- 
ness of  heart,  for  whose  popular   qualities  tliey  entertained  such 
respect  that  they  were  willing  to  send   liim  to  represent  them  in 
Congress."     He  was  elected  over  two  Democratic  candidates,  one 
nominated  by  Tammany  and  the  other  by  Apollo  Hall.     He  served 
on  the  Committees  on  Pensions  and  Expenditures  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment.    His  attention  was  principally  given  to  financial  subjects,  on 
which  he  delivered  more  speeches  than  any  other  member"of  Con- 
gress.    He  overtaxed  his  powers  until  his  physical  and  mental  fac- 
ulties gave  way,  and  he  died  in  Washington  May  23,  1874,  much 
lamented  by  his  colleagues  in  Congress,  who  eulogized  in  appropriate 
terms  "  his  gentleness,  his  devotion  to  duty,  and  his  many  virtues" 
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jl^^'OHN  I).  LAWSON  was  born  in  Montgomery,  New  York, 
Febnuu'j  18,  ISIG.  lie  received  such  education  as  was 
att'orded  by  the  schools  of  his  native  village.  Like  mul- 
titudes of  other  ytnuig  men,  he  left  his  country  lidine  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  great  city  of  New  York.  More  fortunate 
than  most  of  them,  however,  he  was  not  wrecked  amid  the  tempta- 
tions and  dangers  which  throng  the  metropolis.  He  entered  into 
commercial  pursuits,  and  for  twenty-five  years  of  mercantile  life 
he  was  engaged  in  importing  English  and  Continental  goods. 
Having  amassed  a  fortune,  he  retired  from  business  in  1868. 

Merchants  in  the  midst  of  active  business  are  too  much  inclined 
to  neglect  public  affairs,  and  leave  politics  to  be  managed  by  per- 
sons who  have  far  less  at  stake  in  the  commonwealth.  Mr.  Lawson 
was  no  exception  to  the  rule,  and  it  was  not  until  his  retirement 
from  business  in  1868  that  he  began  to  participate  prominently  in 
politics.  In  that  year  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Repub- 
lican Convention,  and  served  also  in  that  of  1872.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Forty-third  Congress  as  a  Republican  by  a  majority  of  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  votes  over  Charles  F,  Shaw,  Liberal 
Republican  and  Democrat. 

On  taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ho  was  ap- 
])ointed  on  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afl'airs.  He  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  the  naturalization  laws  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
frauds,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He 
made  no  speeches,  and  took  a  very  unobtrusive  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House. 
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IIARLES  ST.  JOPIN  was  born  in  Orange  County,  New 
■fcV-ia  Y(irk,  October  8,  1818.  His  ])aternal  ancestors  came 
tVoni  France  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Connecticut, 
wlieiice  iiis  t'atlier  removed  to  Orange  County,  New  York, 
in  1804.  He  received  a  coninion  sclmol  education,  and  was  trained 
to  mercantile  pursuits  under  the  direction  of  iiis  fatlier.     At  tlie  ao-e 

& 

of  twenty-one  lie  went  into  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Port  Jervis,  where  he  remained,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  wliolesale  triide  in  New  York  city. 
Since  1857  he  has  ijeen  engaged  extensively  as  an  iron  manufacturer, 
lie  also  gave  attention  to  lumbering  in  Elk  and  Cameron  Counties, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the  most  i  xtensive  operators  in  the 
United  States — manufacturing  no  less  than  sixteen  millions  of  feet 
of  lumber  per  annum. 

He  was  originally  a  Whig— having  his  first  lessons  in  politics 
from  Henry  Clay.  At  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  became,  from  principle,  a  member  of  that  organization.  His 
heavy  business  responsibilities,  howevei-,  prevented  him  from  tak- 
ing publicly  an  active  part  in  political  operations.  His  district 
was  Democratic,  and  the  Kcpublicans  casting  about  tbi-  a  a)aii 
who  could  carry  it,  determined  to  make  Mr.  St.  John  their  can- 
didate, as  one  who  would  be  uKjre  likely  to  draw  votes  from  the 
opposition  than  a  man  who  had  been  long  puldidy  identified  with 
politics.  The  result  jubtified  their  expectation,  and  Mr.  St.  John 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  five  hundred  votes.  Taking  his  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  Forty -second  Congress,  Mr.  St.  John  was  a].- 
liointed  on  the  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  Forty-third  Congress. 
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^^AVID  MILLER  DeWITT  was  born  in  Paterson,  Now 
2^^  Jersey,  November  25.  1837.  His  great  grandfather  on 
the  father's  aide,  Ciiarles  DeWitt,  represented  the  county 
of  Ulster,  New  York,  in  the  Continental  Congress.  His 
uncle  on  the  mother's  side,  Jacob  W.  Miller,  was  L^nited  States  Sena- 
tor from  New  Jersey  for  two  terms.  He  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  at  a  select  school  at  Saugerties, 
and  at  Kingston  Academy.  He  entered  the  Junior  Class  at  Rutgers' 
College,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  in  1856,  and  graduated  in 
June,  1858.  He  removed  to  New  Faltz,  Ulster  County,  in  1861, 
and  took  charge  of  the  New  Paltz  Academy  as  priucijial. 

Having  previously  studied  law  in  New  York  city  and  Brooklyn, 
however,  he  soon  abandoned  the  jirofession  of  the  teacher  for  that 
of  the  lawyer.  He  was  elected  l)y  the  Democrats  as  District  At- 
torney in  1862.  He  removed  to  Kingston  in  January,  1863,  and 
has  practiced  law  there  ever  since.  In  1865  he  was  re-elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  Ulster  County. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  to  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress for  the  Fourteenth  Disti'ict  of  New  York,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Ulster  and  Greene,  receiving  a  majority  of  seventeen 
votes.  The  district  went  Republican  on  the  electoral  ticket  by 
about  seven  hundred  majority.  He  was  appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 
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JOHN    O.  WHITEHOUSE. 


'Oim  O.  WHITEHOUSE  was  bom  in  Rocliester,  New 
Hampshire,  July  19,  1817.  His  father  was  of  English 
and  liis  motlier  of  Irish  descent — liis  ancestry  being  pre- 
i'e\H)]ntionary  settlers  of  New  England.  Up  to  his  eight- 
eenth year  he  worked  on  ids  father's  farm,  attending  school  as 
opportunity  was  oifered.  At  this  age  he  went  to  seek  his  fortune, 
unaided  and  unattended,  and  first  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  after- 
wards in  the  city  of  New  York  itself,  passed  the  customary  years 
of  clerkship.  In  1839  he  commenced  business  for  himself  in  Brook- 
lyn as  a  dealer  in  shoes.  In  1840  he  married  Miss  Fanny  Smith, 
formerly  of  Huntington,  L.  I.  From  that  period  to  the  present  he 
has  continued  his  original  business,  until  he  has  come  to  be  one  of 
the  loading  manufacturers  and  dealers  of  the  country. 

In  1862  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the  city  of  Poughkeepsie, 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  owned  and  resided 
upon  one  of  the  handsomest  estates  upon  the  Hudson  river.  Tin's, 
however,  in  no  way  diverted  his  attention  from  the  active  control 
and  absorbing  cares  of  business.  Indeed,  they  became  increased. 
in  consequence  of  his  erection  in  the  last  named  city  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  appointed  manufactories  for  the  making  of  boots 
and  shoes  in  the  country,  with  capacity  for  the  employment  of 
a  thousand  hands.  A  representative  A'merican  character,  he  has 
without  assistance,  and  by  his  own  persistence  and  energy,  classed 
his  name  among  the  most  solid  and  influential  men  in  mercantile 
and  manufacturing  life. 

If  such  a  man  so  engrossed  may  be  said  to  have  had  a  political 
life,  Mr.  Whitehouse  was  originally  a  Democrat.  During  the  war 
lie  became  identified  with  Reiiublicanism  as  then  understood.     In 
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1872  lie  took  part  in  tlic  Liliural  moveineiit,  and  was  iioniiiiatL'd  liy 
tlie  Democrats  and  adopted  l)y  tlie  Liberals  (who  then  became  a 
consolidated  party  in  his  district)  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Congressman  from  the  Thirteenth  district  of  New  York — a  dis- 
trict whicli  had  been  iiniforiiily  carried  by  the  Republicans,  and  by 
large  and  increasing  majorities.  The  result  of  his  candidacy  was 
his  election  over  a  strong  and  previously  successful  Republican 
candidate  by  a  majority  of  about  one  thousand.  The  compliment 
to  Mr.  Wliitehouse  was  the  more  marked  because  his  was  the  only 
district  in  the  United  States  which  at  that  election  reversed  its 
former  majority.  During  the  Forty-tliird  Congress  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Reform  in  the  Civil  Service,  and  acted 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  throughout  a  consistent  and 
earnest  advocate  of  an  honest  return  by  the  Government  to  the 
poHcj'  of  payment  of  its  debts  in  the  solid  currency  of  the  world, 
and  opposed  further  inflation  as  both  unnecessary  and  unwise. 
After  discussing  the  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  administra- 
tion in  this  respect,  he  closed  a  speech  upon  the  finances  as  follows  : 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  long  discussion  I  do  not  hear  the  fact  as 
often,  or  with  so  much  force  as  it  deserves,  that  pai^er  is  not  the  con- 
stitutional currency  of  the  country.  The  Constitution  knows  gold 
and  silver,  and  nothing  besides.  I  am  not  here  to  question  the 
wifdot/i,  or  the  necessity,  which  in  the  extremity  of  the  national 
peril  drove  us  in  this  direction.  But  the  war  was  closed  eight  years 
since,  and  now  the  national  peril  arises  from  the  very  means  adopted 
to  save  its  existence.  We  are  hound  not  only  by  the  necessities  of  the 
law,  but  by  the  j)artially-forgotten  reverence  for  the  instrument  upon 
which  we  rely  for  prosperity  and  perpetuity,  to  surmount  objections, 
and  return  again  to  the  sanctions  of  the  fundamental  law." 

Mr.  Wliitehouse  is  a  man  of  marked  modesty,  geniality,  force, 
irenerosity,  and  public  spirit.  Every  pul)!ic  benefaction  or  enter- 
prise in  the  city  or  district  of  his  rebidence  has  his  quiet  and  cheer- 
ful co-operation,  and  he  dispenses  hospitality  with  a  frankness  born 
of  a  natural  desire  to  confer  happiness. 
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LI  PERRY  was  bol-n  in  Washington  cotuity,  New-York, 
December  25,  1802.  While  he  was  still  very  young,  his 
father  disposed  of  the  farm  he  then  occupied  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  and  removed  to  Albany,  where  he  open- 
ed a  hotel  in  a  populous  portion  of  the  city.  The  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  were  not  richly  endowed  with  this  world's  goods, 
young  Eli  was  early  thrown  upon  his  ow-n  resources.  Possessed  of  a 
brave  spirit,  as  well  as  a  strong  constitution  and  good  principles,  he 
entered  the  battle  of  life  with  a  purpose  which  he  has  carried  for- 
ward unshaken,  and  With  a  confidence  which  has  not  misled  him. 
Without  any  greater  capital  than  a  stout  heart  and  a  willing 
hand,  and  possessed  of  the  ordinary  school  education  accorded  to 
boys  in  general  at  that  period,  he  set  out  on  the  voyage  of  life  de- 
termined, if  energy,  perseverance,  and  honorable  dealing  would  en- 
able him  to  accomplish  it,  to  be  successful. 

Engaged  during  his  boyhood  in  honorable  though  not  very  lucra- 
tive avocations,  and  assisting  his  parents  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
ability,  young  Perry  before  reaching  his  majority  had  commenced 
business  for  himself  as  a  dealer  in  provisions.  In  this  pursuit,  by 
dint  of  energy,  industry,  and  a  strong  native  aptitude  for  business, 
he  was  very  successful,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  handsome 
fortune  afterward  acquired.  Turning  his  attention  in  connection 
with  his  already  established  business  of  packing — a  branch  of  the 
trade  at  that  time  in  its  infancy — he  became  favorably  and  exten- 
sively known  as  one  of  the  heaviest  dealers  in  the  State.  Over  one 
hundred  men  were  employed  by  him  in  packing  and  preparing  for 
shipment  the  immense  quantities  of  beef  with  which  he  supplied 
other  markets,  both  home  and  foreign. 
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As  a  inercliant,  Mr.  Perry  occupied  an  enviable  position.  '•  His 
word  was  as  good  as  liis  bond,"  was  tl|,e  remark  his  brother  nier- 
cliants  were  wont  to  make;  wliile  his  integrity,  honesty,  and  fair 
dealing  won  for  iiim  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
]\Iindful  of  the  example  of  those  who  befriended  him  in  his  early 
struggles,  he  has  ever  taken  especial  pleasui'e  in  assisting  the  young 
aTui  struggling  ;  and  among  the  rising  business  men  of  Albany, 
there  are  not  a  few  who  gladly  acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to 
Eli  Peny  for  their  present  social  and  business  standing.  On 
many  occasions  he  has  been  to  them  a  friend  in  need. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  business  career,  Mr.  Perry  recognized 
the  important  future  which  awaited  his  city,  and  invested  his  sur- 
plus money  in  Albany  real  estate.  His  operations  in  this  line  were 
both  extensive  and  successful,  and  his  name  is  identified  with  some 
of  the  most  valuable  sites  in  that  locality. 

But  it  is  as  a  faithful  j^ublic  servant  and  in  his  political  charac- 
ter that  Mr.  Perry  is  best  known.  In  politics,  he  has  ever  been  a 
Democrat ;  but  his  popularity  is  not  confined  to  his  own  party.  The 
people  of  Albany  have  elected  him  to  several  positions  of  honor  and 
responsibility,  the  duties  of  which  have  been  performed  in  a  man- 
ner warranting  their  highest  regard.  In  April,  1845,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Common  Council  of  Albany,  and  in  the  capacity  of  alderman 
did  faithful  and  eflicient  service. 

In  1850,  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  Never  were  the  in- 
terests of  any  constituency  more  closely  watched  or  more  faithfully 
guarded  than  were  those  of  the  people  represented  by  Mr.  Perry. 
His  sound  common  sense,  and  earnestness  in  any  cause  which  he 
thought  proper  to  advocate,  earned  for  him  the  respect  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  made  him  a  valuable  member  of  a  body  whose  work  is 
of  an  eminently  practical  and  important  character.  Realizing  that 
the  interests  of  Mr.  Perry  were  closely  identified  with  their  city, 
the  people  of  Albany  nominated  him  for  mayor  before  the  close  of 
his  term  in  the  Asseml)ly ;  and  at  the  charter  election  of  1852, 
elected  him  triumphantly  to  that  important  office.  It  was  in  this 
position,  to  which  he  was  several  times  reelected,  that  the  greatest 
triumphs  of  his  life  were  Won  and  enjoyed.      He  continued  to  hold 
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tlie  mayoraltj-,  at  various  times,  for  nearly  twelve  years — an  almost 
unprecedented  length  of  time  for  a  public  officer  to  hold  such  a 
position,  and  continue  to  enjoy  the  conhdence  and  esteem  of  a  peo- 
ple.    Many  and  valuable  services  were  rendered  by  Mr.  Perry  to 
the  people  of  his  adopted  city  during  this  long  period.     In  all  this 
time  not  a  breath  of  suspicion  was  raised  against  his  official  integ- 
rity, and  the  voice  of  slander  was  powerless  to  injure  him.     Among 
otlier  incidents  of  his  career  as  mayor,  the  people  of  Albany  and 
New- York  will  remember  his  efforts,  in  conjunction  with  Mayor 
Kingsland,  of  the  latter  city,  to  break  up  the  gang  of  emigrant 
swindlers,  m-Iio,  with  headquarters  in  the  two  cities,  possessed  an 
organization  which  extended  as  far  as  Buffalo,  and  whose  practice 
it  was  to  rob  the  poor  emigrant  while  on  his  way  to  his  Western 
home,   and   leave  liim  literally  penniless,  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land.     Heading  the  police  force  of  Albany,  Mayor  Perry,  with  the 
utidannted  courage  and  coolness  of  nerve  which  are  liis  character- 
istics, forced  the  ruffians  who  were   engaged  in  this  rascally  and 
heartless  occupation  to  relinquish  their  prey,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  breaking  up  a  nest  the  existence  of  wliich  had  been  a  shame  and 
disgrace  to  the  State.     Again,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of 
the  war  for  the  Union,  and  during  Mayor  Perry's  term  of  office,  a 
serious  strike  occurred  among  the  laborers  employed  by  the  New- 
1  ork  Central  Eailroad  Company,  hundreds  of  whom  suddenly  ap- 
peared armed  upon  the  streets,  threatening  to  burn  the  railroad 
freight-houses,  and  manifesting  the  intention  to  commit  other  acts 
of  violence.     The   occasion    was  a  critical  one,  and    it  was  only 
through  the  firmness  and  coolness  of  the  mayor,  who  forced  himself 
into  the  presence  of  the  rioters,  and,  by  his  influence  with  the  thou- 
sand unruly  spirits,  compelled  tliem  to  drop  the  torch  and  desist 
from  violence,  that  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  in   the 
cars  and  freight-houses  of  the  company  was  saved  from  destruction. 
The  long  and  faithful  services  thus  rendered,  as  well  as  tlie  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  his  integrity  and  ability,  induced  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  confer  upon  him  a  still  greater  political  honor.     He  was 
nominated  in  the  fall  of  1870  for  representative  in  Congress,  and 
was  elected  l)y  a  majority  of  more  than  thi-ee  thousand  over  both  of 
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the  candidates  wlio  were  running  against  hiin.  Notliing  could  bet- 
ter testify  to  his  popularity  than  this  large  majority  in  his  favor. 

In  1872  Mr.  Perry  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress, 
and  did  efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
P)uildings  and  Grounds.  He  served  his  constituents  witli  great 
faitlif'ulness,  and  gave  prompt  attention  to  all  business  intrusted  to 
Iiiin.     He  secured   pensions  for   many  widows  wlio  had  lost  their  j 

iiusbands  in  the  war.     The   Government  building  to  be  erected  in  i 

Albany  at  an  expense  of  lialf  a  million  dollars,  will  be  a  perma-  | 

nent  monument  of  his  services  to  his  constituency.     It  was  largely  i 

through  his  influence  that  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  was 
secured,  and  one  of  his  best  speeches  in  the  House  was  delivered 
for  the  promotion  of  this  object.  Personally  no  one  stood  higher 
with  members  of  the  Congress  in  which  he  served, 

As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Perry's  record  is  a  most  honorable  one.  Among 
all  good  and  charitable  enterprises  his  name  has  long  been  foremost. 
To  the  religious  and  educational  institutions  of  his  locality  he  has 
ever  shown  himself  a  warm  and  generous  friend.  He  took  an  active 
part  in  organizing  the  Albany  Orphan  Asylum,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  a  manager  and  leading  spirit  in  connection  with  that 
noble  charity.  He  was  one  of  the  first  school  commissioners  under 
the  new  school  law,  and,  altogether,  devoted  twenty  years  of  faithful 
service  to  the  advancement  of  education  in  his  native  State. 

Mr.  Perry  is  a  director  of  the  Albany  City  Bank,  of  the  Albany 
Gas-Light  Company,  and  of  the  Mutual  Insurance  Company  ;  one 
of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Albany  Penitentiary,  one  of  the 
best  conducted  prisons  in  the  world ;  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  beautiful  new  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church ;  Vice- 
President  of  the  Albany  Savings-Bank,  and  director  of  several 
railroads  and  various  other  local  enterprises.  During  the  war  for 
the  Union,  Mr.  Perry  took  a  very  active  part  in  support  of  the 
Government.     Whether  as  a  public  officer  or  private  citizen,  Mr. 

Perry  has  performed  his  duties  with  rare  fidelity. 
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Robert  S.  hale  was  bom  in  Clielsea,  Vermont,  Septem- 


14  ber  24,  1822.  He  graduated  at  tlie  University  of  Ver- 
fj-  niont  in  1842.  He  then  studied  law,  and  after  having 
been  admitted  to  tiie  bar  lie  settled  in  Elizabethtown,  Es- 
sex Cduiity,  New  York,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
Judge  of  Essex  County  from  1856  to  1864.  He  was  appointed  a 
RegL-nt  of  the  University  of  New  York  in  1859. 

He  was  a  Republican  at  the  formation  of  that  party,  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  presidential  campaign  of  1860  as  an  elector 
on  the  Lincoln  ticket.  He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  New 
York  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Orlando  Kellogg,  and  served  on  the  Committees  on 
the  Militia,  and  Manufactures  and  Retrenchment.  He  took  an 
active  _part  in  the  important  discussions  of  that  Congress  relating 
to  reconstruction.  He  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bill  relating 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage  to  "  those 
who  can  read  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  In  several 
instances  he  disagreed  with  his  party  in  the  House,  and  voted  in 
opposition  to  some  of  the  radical  measures  of  reconstruction.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  few  Republican  friends  of  President 
Johnson  in  tiie  House  of  Representatives.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  "  National  Uin'on  Convention,"  at  Philadelphia,  in  1866. 

Mr.  Hale  was  re-elected  as  a  Representative  to  the  Forty-third 
Congress  by  about  three  thousand  majority.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  serving  as  agent  for  the  United  States  before  the  American 
and  British  Joint  Claims  Commission,  at  a  salary  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  Near  the  close  of  the  Forty-second  Congress  a  res- 
t)lntion  was  passed  making  it  lawful  fur  him  to  receive  this  salary 
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Mild  that  of  a  Rcprcseiitativt-  in  ('uiigft>-;s  at  tlie  same  time.  When 
oil  tlic  floor  of  the  House  he  denounced  tlie  conduct  of  those  wlio 
had  received  "  back  pa\-."  The  fact  tliat  lie  had  received  two  large 
salaries  from  the  Government  at  the  same  time  was  animadverted 
ii]ion  in  very  severe  terms  by  his  opponents  in  debate.  In  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia;  but  as  the  House  refused  to  pass  some  impor- 
tant bills  recommended  by  the  Committee,  he  resigned  the  chair- 
manship. He  served  also  on  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Reduc- 
tion  of  Salaries,  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 
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''ll^ILLIAM  A.  WHEELER  was  born    in    Malonc,    New 
York,  Jnne  30,  1819.     He  received  an   academic  ednca- 
-Cife??     '■'O"-     He  stnrlied  law,  and  engaged  in  tlie  ])racticc  of  the 


profession  in  his  native  town,  wliere  he  still  resides.     He 
was  fourteen  years  cashier  of  a  bank,  and  was  eleven  years  Prcsi 
dent  of  the  Ogdensburg  Railroad. 

Meanwhile  he  did  not  abandon  the  law;  his  first  public  ofiice 
being  in  the  direct  line  of  his  profession-^District  Attorney  of 
Franklin  County — in  which  he  served  for  several  years.  In  1850 
and  1851  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly.  In  1858 
and  1859  he  was  a  inemtjer  of  the  New  York  Senate,  and  was  Presi- 
dent j?/-o  tnn.  of  tiiat  body.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1867-68,  and  was  chosen  President 
of  the  same,  receiving  universal  approval  for  the  ability  and  impar- 
tiality with  which  he  discliarged  the  important  duties  of  tiie  position. 

Mr.  Wheeler's  career  in  Congress  began  Marcii  4,  186 1,  wiien  lie 
took  his  seat  as  a  rejiresentative  from  New  York  to  the  Tliirty- 
seventli  Congress.  The  Administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  at 
the  same  time  came  into  power,  found  in  Mr.  Wheeler  one  of 
its  most  reliable  Congressional  supporters,  and  the  Rebellion,  just 
becoming  flagrant,  met  liis  unrelenting  resistance.  After  six  years' 
absence  Mr.  Wlieeler  returned  to  the  halls  of  legislation,  Marcli  4, 
1869,  having  been  elected  a  representative  to  the  Forty-first  Con- 
gress, 7-oceiving  15,262  votes,  against  6,284  for  Wallace,  I^emocrat. 
lie  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road, and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
'Treasury  Department.     He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and 

Forty -tliiril  Congresses. 
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'^^AMES  S.  SMART  was  born  June  14,  1842,  in  tlie  city  of 


Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  is  one  of  a  very  few  members 
of  Congress  of  Southern  birth  who  represent  Northern 
constituencies.     After    receiving   a    suitable    preparatory 

training,  he  became  a  student  in  Jefferson  College,  Petmsylvania. 

He  was  characterized  by  diligence  in  his  studies,  and  thoroughness 

in  scholarship,  and  graduated  witii  honor  in  1863. 

In  the  war  then   in  progress  the  country   received  some   of  her 

best  soldiers  from  the  ranks  of  the  students  in  our  colleges.     Many 

of  them  fell,  and  now 

"  On  Fame's  eternal  camping  ground 
Their  silent  tents  arc  spread, 
And  glory  guards  With  solemn  round 
The  bivouac  of  the  dead." 

No  less  patriotic,  but  more  fortunate  than  they,  Mr.  Smart  hastened 

from  the  quiet  cloisters  of  college  life  to  the  defense  of  his  country's 

flag  on  the  battle^iield.     He  entered  the  army  in  January,  1864,  as 

first  lieutenant  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery.     He 

served  in  the  Army  of  the  James  until  the  second  expedition  to 

Fort  Fisher.     He  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  and  served  with 

etRciency  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  November,  1865,  he  took  charge  of  "  The  Washington  County 

Post,"  published  at  Cambridge,  New  York,  of  which  he  is  still  the 

editor.     In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Sixteenth 

District  of  New  York  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  majority  of 

four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  votes.     He  served 

on   the    Committee   on   Invalid  Pensions  and   the  Committee  on 

Patents. 
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HENEY    H.    HATHOEI^. 


;t4M-  ENRY  I-I.  IIATHORN  was  born  in  Greenfield,  New  York, 
November  28,  1813.  After  receiving  such  edncalion  as 
■ik'^  ITTS'  tiie  common  schools  of  his  native  town  afforded,  he  further 
prosecuted  his  studies  in  one  of  those  popular  academies 
which,  without  affording  students  so  extended  a  course  as  would 
entitle  them  to  graduate  with  a  learned  degree,  yet  give  a  practical 
education  which  prepares  the  recipient  for  successfully  battling  with 
life. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  Mr.  Hathorn  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits at  Saratoga  Springs.  He  successfully  prosecuted  this  business 
until  1839.  lie  then  went  into  a  hotel  enterprise,  which  has  proved 
to  be  the  great  business  success  of  his  lite.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  discern  the  capabilities  of  Saratoga  Springs  to  become  a  popular 
watering-place.  As  was  proper,  ho  has  reaped  the  full  benefit  of 
his  foresight.  He  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Congress  Hall,  and  is 
owner  of  the  Hathorn  Spring. 

As  early  as  1850  Mr.  Hathorn  was  chosen  Supervisor  for  Saratoga 
Springs.  After  a  considerable  interval  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
same  office,  which  he  held  altogether  four  years.  In  1853  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Saratoga  County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1862, 
holding  the  office  si.x  years. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  as  such  lie  was,  in  1872, 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  Fcirty-tlurd  Congress  from  the  Nine- 
teenth District  of  New  York,  which  included  the  counties  of  Ful- 
ton, Hamilton,  Montgomery,  Saratoga,  and  Schenectady.  He  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  three  thousand  and  six  votes.  During  tlie 
Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Couimittee  on  Manufactures. 

He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-fourth  Congress. 
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JOHN    G.    SCHUMAI^ER 


^OITN  G.  SCHU^IAKER  was  born  of  German  i.arenta<,'e 
at  Claverack,  Coliiinbia  County,  New  York,  June  27,  lS2(i; 
received  an  acadeiiiic  education  at  lionio  and  in  Lenox, 
Massachusetts ;  studied  law,  and  came  to  tlie  Bar  in  1847. 
In  1853  lie  settled  in  Brooklyn,  where  lie  practiced  his  profession. 
In  1856  he  was  elected  District-Attorney  for  Kinps  County,  and 
in  1863  he  was  elected  Corporation  Counsel  for  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  of  1864,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1862  and 
1867.  As  a  Democrat  he  was  elected  a  Kepresentative  from  New 
York  to  the  Forty -tii-st  Congress  and  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty- 
third  Congress. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1870,  Mr.  Schumaker  made  a  speech  on  the 
bill  to  revive  the  navigation  and  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  he  made  some  interestinj;  statements: 

The  tariff  upon  copper,  or  rather  tlie  bill  known  as  the  Copper-Tariff  Bill, 
has  been  more  injurious  to  the  ship-building  interest  of  this  country  than  all 
other  causes  ecimbined.  The  tariff  upon  iron,  and  the  other  tariffs  which  taxed 
heavily  all  the  articles  from  wliich  ships  were  constructed,  sufficiently  crippled 
and  sta'_'na:ed  sucli  industry,  but  the  immense  duty  upon  copper  cnnipletely 
broke  up  the  ship-yards  and  drove  capital  and  ca|iitalists  elsewhere  to  seek 
investments.  The  city  of  Brooklyn  before  the  war  contained  more  ship-yards 
and  employed  more  mechanics  and  laborers  than  any  other  city  of  the  United 
Slates.  More  than  two  miles  of  its  water-front  contained  ship-yards,  an<l  some 
twentv-five  firms,  with  an  aggreuate  capital  of  over  fifty  millions  of  money,  were 
engaged  in  that  branch  of  business. 

The  i;rie  basin  in  South  Brooklyn  contained  one  of  the  largest  dry-docks  in 
tlic^  world,  costing  .$1,000,000.  That  dry  dock  now  stands  iille,  having  t.ik(  n 
up  but  two  ships  since  the  1st  of  January  last.  Thousamls  of  laborers  who 
obtai'  ed  work  at  such  places  are  now  out  of  employment.  .  .  .  Yards  and 
(locks  in  which  large  sums  of  money  had  been  expendid  were  to  be  found  at 
the  foot  of  most  every  stieet ;  but  the  tariffs  upon  material  lor  building  ships, 
together  with  the  duties  upon  all  the  articles  which  the  mechanics  and  laborers 
were  compelled  to  buy  in  order  to  live  and  to  clothe  themselves  and  families, 
were  so  enormous  and  oppressive  that  they  were  eompi  lied  to  demand  higher 
wages,  and  these  two  causes  together  have  ccmpletely  paralyzed  the  trade. 


DAVID  WILEEE. 


AVID  WILBER  was  born  of  Quaker  parentage  in  Quaker 
yti-eot,  Suheneetadj  County,  New  York,  October  5,  1820. 


He  removed  in  1837  with  his  father  to  Milford,  Otse"-o 
Countj,  bis  present  home.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  integritv,  and  so- 
briety. At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married,  purcliased  real 
estate,  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  business.  Four  years 
later  he  engaged  in  the  hop  trade,  which  by  careful  management 
has  grown  to  be  a  large  and  flourishing  business.  He  still  further 
extended  his  line  of  operations  by  transactions  in  real  estate,  which 
jiroved  very  successful.  He  also  engaged  in  banking.  Tliis  busi- 
ness was  formerly  conducted  at  Milford.  but  in  February,  1873,  it 
was  removed  to  Oneonta,  where  it  was  known  as  "David  Wilber's 
baid<."  It  was  owned  entirely  by  him  until  May,  1874,  when  he 
applied  to  the  Comptroller  of  Currency  and  had  it  converted  into 
a  National  Bank,  under  the  name  of  "The  Wilber  National  Bank 
of  Oneonta,  New  York."  He  has  been  for  several  years  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Cooperstown,  New  York 
which  is  the  largest  banking  concern  in  Otsego  County. 

As  a  politician,  Mr.  Wilber  has  always  been  a  strong  and  earnest 
worker  for  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party.  Although  this 
party  has  always  been  a  minority  in  his  town,  he  has  never  been 
defeated  for  any  office  tl»r  which  he  has  been  a  candidate.  He  was 
five  times  elected  as  Supervisor,  and  held  the  offices  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  and  Railroad  Commissioner.  Outside  .if  his 
town  he  always  declined  to  accept  any  political  honors  until  the 
campaign  of  1872,  when,  after  being  urged  by  iiis  friends,  he  accepted 
the  nomination  for  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  Twentieth 
I)i  tiict  of  New  York.     He  was  elected  liy  a  large  majority. 
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OLIl^rTOIT    L.  MEREIAM. 


Sa  LINTON  L.  MERRIAM  was  born  in  Leyden,  New  York, 
^!|^^  March  25,  lS2-±.  He  received  an  academic  education, 
and  eni!;aged  at  an  early  age  in  banking  and  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Northern  New  York.  He  removed  to  New 
York  city  in  1847,  where  for  several  years  he  conducted  an  import- 
ing and  jobbing  business.  In  1860  he  established  a  banking  and 
stock  commission  house,  from  which  he  retired  in  1SG4  to  his 
native  town. 

He  was  from  the  first  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  as  sucli  was 
elected  in  1870  a  Representative  from  the  Twenty-first  District 
of  New  York  to  the  Forty-second  Congress.  He  was  re-elected  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  majority  of  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  votes.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Bank- 
ing and  Currency. 

Mr.  Merriam  delivered  several  able  speeches  in  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  on  financial  subjects.  In  one  of  the  most  elaljorate 
of  his  speeches,  delivered  March  27,  1874,  he  thus  referred  to  a 
charge  that  members  of  Congress  were  "  personally  interested  in 
the  passage  of  laws  inimical  to  tlie  interests  of  the  masses:" — ■ 

"I  feel  it  due  to  the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency  to 
state,  that  nine  of  its  eleven  members  have  no  personal  interest 
whatever  in  national  banks,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  member  lias 
bought  or  sold  a  share  of  stock  witliin  ten  years.  .  .  .  While 
all  men  will  agree  that  no  dishonor  attaches  to  legitimate  accumu^ 
lation  to  the  extent  men  are  willing  to  assume  its  burdens  and  cares, 
yet  if  any  representative  of  a  free  people,  honored  to  guard  and 
make  his  country's  laws,  should  use  this  sacred  position  of  trust  to 
make  money,  he  commits  a  hated  crime." 
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ELLIS  H.   EGBERTS. 


|;',^LLIS  H.   EGBERTS  was   born   September  27,  1827,  at 
Utioa,  New- York,  where  liis  life  has  been  passed,  and  his 
reputation  earned.     The  death  of  liis  father,  when  lie  was 
not  yet  nine  years  old,  left  liini  thus  early  to  hejrin  the  battle  of 
life  unaided.     His  vision  of  the  future  discovered  no  roseate  hue, 
save  such  as  his  own  energy  and  high  purpose  supplied.    He  began 
life  on  that  round  of  the  ladder  which  classed  him,  in  printer's  no- 
menclature, as  a  "roller-boy."      As  an  apprentice  in  the  printing 
establishment  of  an  elder  brother,  his  skillful  fingers  had  set  and 
distributed  enough  of  type,  at  seventeen,  to  furni.sh  him  with  the 
means  of  entering  "Whi teste wn  Seminary,  in  Oneida  County.    Long 
Ijefore  this  first  step  ujnvard  was  achieved,  he  had  nurtured  an  am- 
bition which  would  bo  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  a  college 
education.     To  the  realization  of  this,  he  brought  a  rigid  economy, 
an  industry  which  held  him  at  his  case  while  others  slept  and  souo-ht 
recreation,  a  zeal  which  privation  and  self-denial  served  only  to 
strengthen  and  stimulate.     All  through  his  preparatory  studies,  the 
printing-office  continued  to  monopolize  his  vacations  and  holidays. 
The  opportunity  which  is  tlius  created  out  of  adverse  circumstances 
is  seldom  thrown  away.       Hence  it  was  that  when  Mr.  Roljerts 
finally  reached  Yale  College,  in  1847,  each  year  was  diligently  oc- 
cupied in  acquiring  that  liberal  scholarship  and  that  severe  mental 
discii)line  which  old  Yale  presses  upon  all  her  sons  who  deserve  by 
earning  them.     His  class— that  of  1850— was  large  in  number,  and 
in  the  calibre  of  its  men.     Many  others  of  them  than  Mr.  Roberts 
liave  fouiul  fame  in  life,  as  a  superstructure  whose  foundations  they 
laid  in  the  college  world.     From  among  these,  Mr.  Roljerts  carried 
off  tiie  second  honor,  adding  to  it  the  Rristed  Scholarship.     With 
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2  ELLIS     H.    ROBERTS. 

some  readers,  his  social  and  intellectual  standing  in  college  will  iind 
its  best  voucher  in  the  fact  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  famous 
"  Skull  and  Bones  Society,"  and  first  editor  in  his  class  of  the 
"  Yale  Literary  Magazine." 

Fresh  from  these  four  years  of  well-requited  labor,  Mr.  Roberts 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  the  composing  case  in  the  old  print- 
ing-office. Here  he  remained  long  enough  to  demonstrate  that  his 
fingers  had  not  lost  the  cunning  of  the  craft.  A  brief  episode  of 
teaching  preceded  the  begnining  of  his  editorial  labors  upon  the 
"  Utica  Morning  Herald."  Within  less  than  a  year  after  graduation, 
Mr.  Roberts  becjime  the  cditor-iu-chief  of  the  paper  which  has  ever 
since,  in  connection  M-ith  tlie  latest  news  from  round  the  world, 
brought  to  its  thousands  of  readers  a  dailv  evidence  of  his  iournal- 
istic  and  business  ability,  his  scholarly  attainments,  his  energy  and 
enterprise,  and  with  them  all,  and  above  them  all,  his  steadfast  de- 
votion to  principles  honestly  espoused.  All  these  were  early  made 
the  more  conspicuous,  because  the  present  prosperity  of  the  journal 
over  which  Mr.  Roberts  presides  gives  no  sign  of  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  which  were  its  portion  when  he  assumed  its  con- 
trol, and  for  years  thereafter.  The  editorial  labors,  in  which  ho  is 
now  seconded  by  six  assistants,  were  for  a  long  time  performed  by 
him  alone.  To  them  were  tlie:i  added  the  management  of  the 
finances,  and  the  work  of  building  up  an  establishment  which  had 
been  running  all  askew.  Just  here  was  the  critical  period  in  Mr. 
Rol>erts's  life.  Tiie  habits  of  unflinching  industry  which  lie  had 
l)roiight  with  him  out  of  the  hard  school  of  his  boyhood  stood  him 
in  good  stead.  Witliout  them,  and  without  the  (]uick,  accurate,  and 
penetrating  judgment  which  made  their  every  exercise  tell  somc- 
wliere;  without  the  determination  which  came  down  to  him  fi'om 
his  Welsh  ancestry,  he  could  have  done  no  better  than  fail.  The 
severe  and  unrelaxing  strain  of  these  years  was  continued  with  lit- 
tk"  mitigation  and  in  new  directions  up  to  1868,  wlien  a  European 
trip  gave  him  the  first  considerable  vacation  of  his  life. 

Tiiere  are  few  men  in  pulilic  life  who  can  exhibit  a- political  re- 
cord of  such  unbroken  consistency  as  that  of  Mr.  Ko1)erts.  His 
position  as  tlie  <  ditor  of  the  leading  journal  of  Central  New-York 
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ELLIS     II.    ROBERTS.  3 

lias  made  liis  opinions  at  all  times,  and  on  all  subjects,  known  of 
all  men.  The  tiles  of  the  "  Herald,"  from  the  day  when  his  pen  first 
traced  its  political  platform,  show  a  conscientious  fealty  to  the  prin- 
ciples avowed  n|)(in  the  start,  and  a  fidelity  to  the  partv  whicji  iden- 
tified these  princi|)les  with  its  name.  However  eai'nest  in  his  de- 
fense of  a  riglit  position,  Mr.  Roberts  can  be,  and  has  often  been, 
equally  severe  in  his  warfare  against  party  acts  which  outraged  his 
honest  convictions.  In  the  fall  of  1854,  he  retired  for  a  brief  time 
from  the  inan«gement  of  the  paper  in  consequence  of  ruptures  in 
the  party  of  which  it  was  the  organ.  An  old  Whig,  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  Party  began  with  the  day  of  its  birth.  Perhaps 
his  best  service  to  that  party  was  rendered  during  the  war.  At 
least,  it  was  most  conspicuous  then,  when  so  many  were  found  want- 
ing, and  so  great  a  need  for  fearless,  outspoken  championship  was 
evei-ywhere  felt.  In  the  days  when  no  man  could  see  the  end,  Mr. 
Roberts's  pen  never  faltered,  for  he  had  firm  faith  in  the  triumph  of 
right  and  good  government.  The  circulation  of  the  "  Herald  "  in- 
creased wonderfully  during  the  war,  and  the  reader  who  saw  witli 
dismay  the  telegraphic  account  of  another  defeat  of  the  Union  ar- 
mies, had  only  to  turn  to  the  editorial  columns  in  his  search  for 
new  courage  and  new  incentives  to  loyalty.  His  position  enabled 
Mr.  Roberts  to  exert  a  greater  influence  than  any  otiier  public  man 
in  that  locality.  The  value  of  his  services  can  only  be  approximated 
by  estimating  the  number  of  minds  and  hearts  to  which  his  printing- 
press  bore  daily  argument  and  appeal,  and  enabled  him  to  set  a 
daily  example  of  patriotism. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Roberts  ran  for  mayor  on  the  municipal  ticket  of 
Utica,  the  large  ascendency  of  the  Democratic  Party  securing  his 
defeat.  He  represented  his  district  in  the  National  Union  Conven- 
tion of  1864,  and  was  elected  to  that  of  1868.  In  1867,  he  repre- 
sented the  Second  District  of  Oneida  County  in  the  Assembly  of 
New-York.  Here  he  did  good  service  on  the  Committee  of  "Ways 
and  Means,  and  also  on  that  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  That  was  a 
famous  wintt-r  in  the  State  Legislature.  His  ability  as  a  legislator 
became  conspicuous  in  connection  with  his  integrity  and  purity  of 
character.     His  political  opponents  commented  on  his  course  with 
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encoiiiiiiins,  wliile  among  liis  friends  he  stood  liigli,  because  of  his 
strength  on  the  floor,  and  his  tact  and  industry  in  coniniittee-room 
and  in  conference. 

II is  long  and  disinterested  service  to  the  party,  his  well-es- 
tahiislied  aliility  to  represent  the  district  with  honor  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  among  men  of  national  repute,  his  character  and 
princii)les,  which  had  stood  the  daily  scrutiny  of  twenty  yeai-s  with- 
out developing  a  flaw  were  instrumental  in  securing  for  Mr.  Roberts, 
in  the  County  Convention  of  1S70,  the  unanimous  nomination  for 
Representative  in  Congress,  which  was  accepted.  In  the  canvass 
which  ensued,  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  tlie  history  of  that 
district,  the  electors  manifested  a  most  enthusiastic  appreciation 
of  the  del  it  wliich  they  owed  Mr.  Roberts  for  liis  lif(!dong  labors 
in  their  behalf.  Strenuous  exertions  were  made  liy  tb.c  De- 
mocracy to  defeat  him.  The  strongest  and  most  unoijjectionable 
candidate  was  nominated  in  the  Hon.  Abram  E;  Weaver,  known 
and  respected  of  all  men  for  his  faithful  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  The  official 
count  showed  one  of  the  largest  votes  that  had  been  polled  in 
years,  Mr.  Roberts  receiving  12,322  votes  out  of  the  22,928  cast. 

Mr.  Roberts  occupies  a  high  and  well-earned  position,  not  only  as 
a  journalist  and  a  politician,  but  also  as  a  scholar.  In  18C8,  the  trus- 
tees of  Hamilton  College  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.D. 
The  honor  was  a  graceful  recognition  from  a  high  source  of  an 
earnest  love  for  the  pursuits  of  the  scholar  which  neither  jirofes- 
sional  labors  nor  political  duties  have  diminished. 

He  was  re-elected  by  large  majorities  to  the  Forty-second  and 

Forty-third  Congresses.     As  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means  he  took  an  influential  part  in  legislation  of  vital  import 

tance  to  the  country.     He  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  able 

debaters  on  the  floor,  his  speeches  being  characterized  by  scholarly 

researcli,  logical  precision,  and  graceful  delivery. 
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R.  HOLLAND    DUELL, 


ti/W/-    HOLLAND  DUELL   was  born  in  Warren,  New  York, 

l[W%.  6    December  20,  1824:,  and  received  an  academic  education. 

>^^      He  studied  law  with  Hon.  Charles  B.  Sedgwick,  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  commenced  the  practice  at  Fablus,  New  Vurk, 
in  1846.     He  removed  in  ISiS  to  Cortland  County,  where  he  lias 
since  resided.     He  held  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of  Cortland 
County  from  1850  to  1855,  and  was  County  Judge  from  1855  to  1859. 
In  politics  he  was  at  first  a  Whig,  and  took  an  early  stand  with 
the   Republican   party.     He    was    a   delegate   to   the  Eepublican 
National  Conventions  of  1856,  1864  and  1868.     As  a  delegate  to 
the  Baltimore  Republican  Convention  of  1868  he  favored  the  nom- 
ination of  Hon.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  for  the  Vice-Presidency.    The 
latter,  who  was  a  delegate  from  the  State  at  large  to  the  same  Con- 
vention, from   a  high  sense  of  honor,  declined  to  attend  when  he 
learned  that  he  was  to  be  urged  by  his  friends  for  nomination.     Mr. 
Duell  urged  him  to  attend,  as  his  presence  would  insuie  his  nomi- 
nation, but  Mr.  Dickinson  persisted  in  his  determination,  and  the 
nomination  was  given  to  Andrew  Johnson   by  a  few  votes  over  the 
distinguished  New  Yorker.     The  circumstances  under  which  Mr. 
Dickinson  so  narrowly  escaped  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States 
were  fully  detailed  in  a  correspondence,  whicli  was  published,  be- 
twecTi  him  and  Mr.  Duell. 

In  1858  Mr.  Duell  was  elected  a  Representative  from  New  York 
to  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress,  fn.m  the  Tweiity-tirst  District,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Cortland,  Broome,  and  Chenango.  He  was 
re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh  C.ngress,  in  which  he  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  as  chairman  of  tiie  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims.     Perceiving  the  results  to  which  the  plottings 
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of  the  Southern  politicians  were  leading,  in  December,  1860,  ho 
published  an  address  to  his  constitnents,  in  wliieli  he  prophesied  the 
results  wiiich  ensued,  and  urged  his  people  to  prepare  for  the  worst. 
During  the  war  he  ^Va9  active  and  efficient  in  raising  regiments  for 
tlie  service. 

He  was  Assessor  of  Internal  Kevenue  for  the  Twenty-third  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,  June,  1869  to  1871.  He  was  re-elected  a  Rep- 
resentative to  the  "Forty-second  Congress  from  theTwent^'-third  New 
York  District,  comprising  Cortland  and  Onandaga  Counties.  In  1872 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress.  He  was  an  advocate 
of  a  protective  tariff,  and  delivered  an  able  speech' on  that  question, 
and  another  in  favor  of  retaining  the  duty  on  salt.  He  made  a 
speech  advocating  the  equalization  of  bounties  and  the  bestowment 
of  land-warrants  upon  Union  soldiers  in  the  recent  war.  He  served 
on  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Revision  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings.  His  speeciies,  which  are  by 
no  means  frequent,  are  the  result  of  thought,  and  give  evidence  of 
sincere  conviction  of  the  truth  of  what  he  utters. 

130 


CLINTOI!^    D.   M'DOUGALL. 


^LINTON  DUGALD   M'DOUGALL  was  born  June  14, 
1^^    1839,  in  Scntland.     He  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  brought 
^^    to  the  United  States  by  his  parents  in   184:2,  and  luiind  a 
home  in   Auburn,  New  York.     He  went  into  '•  Seward's 
Bank,"  and  subsequently  became  a  partner  in  the  concern. 

Soon  after  tlie  I)reakingout  of  the  Rebellion  he  raised  a  company 
for  the  Seven t3'-fifth  Eegiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  in  which 
he  was  commissioned  as  captain.  He  entered  at  once  upon  active 
duty,  and  proceeded  to  Florida  with  his  regiment.  He  was  made  lien- 
tenant-colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  'Mew  York  Vol- 
unteers in  August,  1862,  and  colonel  in  January,  1863.  He  com- 
manded the  post  at  Centreville,  Virginia,  until  June,  1863.  He 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  he  commanded  the 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  at  Gettysburg.  He 
afterward  commanded  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second 
Corps,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  brevetted  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  1864. 

After  the  return  of  peace  Mr.  M'Dougall  resumed  the  banking 
business  in  Auburn,  and  subsequently  became  interested  in  a  com- 
pany engaged  in  a  manutacturing  business.  The  failure  of  this 
company  in  18C9  resulted  in  terminating  his  connection  with  the 
bank.  He  immediately  turned  his  attention  to  politics,  and  soon 
after  the  beginning  of  President  Grant's  administration  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Auburn.  Ho  held  this  position  until  1872, 
when  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Twenty-tifth  Dis- 
trict of  New  York  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  majority  of  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  votes.  He  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AfJairs. 
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"^ILLIAM  E.   LANSING  was  born   in   Sullivan,    New 

York,  in  1822.     His  I'aniily  was  of  the  old  Knickerbocker 

Dutch    stock,  which   I'oniied  the  first   settlement   of   New 

York.     He  received  an  academic  education,  studied   law,  and  has 

practiced  the  profession  since  lS-i5.     lie  was  elected  district  attorney 

of  Madison  County  in  18-iS,  and  served  three  years.     In  1857  he 

was  elected  clerk  of  Madison  County.     In  1860  he  was  elected  a 

Representative  from  New  York  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  as 

a  Republican,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  special  session, 

called  by  President  Lincoln,  to   meet  July  4,    1861,     He  actively 

supported  all  measures  which  were  necessary  for  the  vigorous  and 

successful  prosecution  of  the  war.     On  the  21st  of  May,  1862,  he 

addressed  the  House  in  an  able  and  eloquent  argument  in  favor 

of  emancipation  and   confiscation.     He    argued    that   "  those  who 

created  the  enormous  expenses  of  quelling  this  insurrection  should, 

to  the  extent  of  their  means,  contribute  to  their  payment,"     He 

avowed  himself  in  favor  of  emancipating  the  slaves  of  all  rebels, 

maintaining  that  the  "  power  to  do  so  stands  upon  the  same  ground 

as  the  riglit  to  confiscate  their  property,"  and   is  "  a  war  jiower 

under  the  Constitution.''     Mr.  Lansing  served  on  the  Committee  on 

Indian    Aftairs  during   the     Thirty-seventh   Congress,    and    at   its 

close  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law. 

In   1870  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  in  which 

he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws,  and  on  tiie 

Joint   Select  Committee  on  the   Insurrectionary  States,     lie  w.is 

also  appointed  on  the^Select  Committee  to  investigate  outrages  in 

the  Soutli.  and  spent  some  time  taking  testimony  in  Georgia  and 

Florida,     Re-elected  to  tiie  Forty-third  Congress,  he  served  on  tlie 

Committees  on  Claims  and  Pensions. 
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*  f4°ILLIAM  H.  LAMPORT  was  born    in  Pittstown,  New 


L,  York,  May  27,  1811.  He  received  a  district  school 
education,  and  enjiaged  in  ap;ricultnral  pursuits  as  a 
practical  fanner.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Gorliani,  New 
York  in  1848  and  1849.  He  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Ontario  County 
in  1851.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  1854.  He  was  elected  trustee  of  Canandaigua  in  1866  and 
1867,  and  served  as  president  of  the  village. 

From  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  was  among  its 
most  active  members.  In  1870  he  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
licans of  the  Twenty-fifth  District,  comprising  the  Counties  of 
Livingston,  Ontario,  and  Yates,  for  Re;)resentative  in  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  votes.  He  was  re-elected  to  the 
Forty-third  Congress  from  the  same  district  (now  designated  as  the 
Twenty-sixth)  by  the  still  greater  majority  of  three  tliousand  one 
hundred  aiid  tifty-six  votes.  During  both  Congresses  he  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  One  of  his  most  elaborate  speeches 
was  a  defense  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  delivered  May  8, 
1874,  in  which  he  said  : 

"  If  there  is  a  man  in  the  land  entitled  to  the  comforts,  the  pleas- 
ures, the  luxuries  of  '  sweet  home,'  it  is  the  farmer.  If  an  v  ladies  in 
the  land  are  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  exquisite  blandish- 
ments of  home,  it  is  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  farmer.  If  there 
are  young  men  in  the  land  that  the  Government  is  more  interested 
in  than  others,  they  are  the  sons  of  the  farmers  of  America,  born, 
reared,  and  employed  in  that  vocation  that  points  directly  and  con- 
stantly up  to  Him  whose  munificent  benefactions  lead  them  to  a  liv- 
ing faith  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man." 
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i^#I'IOMAS  C.  PLATT  was  born  in  Owego,  Tioga  County, 


New  York,  July  15,  1833.  He  received  a  preparatory 
<^^  education  at  the  Owego  Academy,  and  entered  tlie  class 
of  1853  in  Yale  College,  but  was  forced  by  ill  health,  dur- 
ing his  junior  year,  to  relinquish  his  collegiate  course.  He  very 
soon  thereafter  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  has  continued 
in  active  business  up  to  the  preseiit  time.  For  nearly  twenty  years 
he  has  carried  on  the  drug  business  in  his  native  town,  with  marked 
fiuccjss.  His  firm  has  attained  considerable  celebrity,  from  the  pe- 
culiar humorous  character  of  tiieir  advertisements,  some  of  which 
litive  been  copied  into  the  popular  periodicals  of  the  day  as  speci- 
mens of  uni(jue  commercial  literature. 

He  lias  been  largely  interested  in  several  local  enterprises  of 
great  m:>i;:nitude.  In  1865  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
Tioga  ]S'ational  Bank  of  Owego,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000,  an  in- 
stitution still  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  operation.  He  was  made 
the^president  of  the  bank,  and  still  continues  to  act  in  that  capacity. 
For  eiiiht  vears  he  has  been  active  in  tiie  organization,  construc- 
tion, and  management  of  the  Soutliern  Central  Railroad  of  jS^ew 
York,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  This  is  an  important  line  across 
the  State  of  New  York,  connecting  the  coal  fields  of  the  Susque- 
hanna with  the  great  chain  of  lakes,  and  extending  from  Athens, 
Pennsylvania,  through  Owego  and  Auburn,  New  York,  to  Fair 
Haven  on  Lake  Ontario.  In  1865  he  invested  largely  in  the  pine 
timber  lands  of  Michigan.  This  led  to  the  development  of  great 
real  estate  and  lumber  interests  in  that  State,  and  the  establisli- 
nient  of  an  extensive  Lumber  Company,  with  a  capital  of  half  a 

niijiion  of  dollars,  known  as  the  Tiorra  Manufacturing  (Company, 
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liavin»  its  priiici])al  office  and  mills  at  Bij^  Rapids,  Michigan.  He 
is  the  pi'esident  and  financial  inanai;er  of  this  enterprise. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Re])iil)licati  To  adopt  the  language  of  the 
"  Binglianiton  Daily  Republican,"  "he  has  done  effective  work 
for  Republican  principles  for  twenty  yeara,  being  a  Republican 
before  the  Republican  party  existed,  and  carrying  into  the  Fremont 
campaign  an  amount  of  vigor,  enthusiasm,  and  devotion  which  as'- 
sisted  greatly  in  arousing  the  yoilng  men  of  Tioga,  and  in  revolu- 
tionizing tlie  politics  of  that  county.  In  recognition  of  his  distin- 
guished services  to  the  party,  he  was  elected  in  1858  county  clerk 
of  Tioga  County,  pecuniarily  the  best  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people.  He  declined  a  renomination  and  all  political  preferment, 
until  unanimously  chosen  the  candidate  of  the  party  for  Congress. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of  New 
York  includes  the  Counties  of  Broome,  Tioga,  Tompkins,  and 
Schuyler,  and  contains  a  most  intelligent  and  enterprising  constit- 
uency. It  includes  within  its  limits  the  city  of  Binghamton,  and 
llie  important  villages  of  Ithaca,  the  seat  of  Cornell  University, 
Owego,  Waverly,  Havana,  and  Watkins.  The  contest  for  the  Re- 
publican Congressional  nomination  iu  this  district^  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  the  political  annals  of  the 
State.  The  convention  upon  assembling  found  itself  a  tie  on  the 
question  of  a  candidate,  there  being  eleven  votes  for  Hon.  Giles 
W.  Hotchkiss,  the  incumbent,  and  eleven  votes  for  Hon.  Milo 
Goodrich.  Balloting  continued  with  the  same  result  for  a 
fortnight,  until  over  one  thousand  continuous  ballots  had  been 
cast.  About  this  time  Mr.  Piatt,  who  was  chairman  of  the  delega- 
tion from  his  own  county,  was  called  west,  but  before  he  reached 
his  destination  he  was  selected  as  a  compromise  candidate,  and 
nominated.  He  immediately  returned  and  peremptorily  declined 
the  honor,  saying  that  he  was  cliosen  a  delegate  publicly  and  pri- 
vately pledged  to  an  unwavering  support  of  Hon.  Milo  Gotxl- 
rich ;  that  the  result  was  reached  without  the  sanction  of  Mr. 
Goodrich  and  many  of  his  friends;  that  he  had  no  rightful  claim 

to  the  nomination,  and  would  not  be  entitled  to  their  respect  or 
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support  if  he  should  accept  it.  lie  closed  his  letter  of  declination 
with  the  sentiment  that  "  political  preferment  purchased  at  the  ex- 
pense of  old  friendship  and  personal  honor  must  prove  hollow  and 
unsatisfactory."  Tlie  convention  was  called  together  again,  and 
after  another  protracted  struggle,  within  four  days  of  the  election, 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Goodrich  was  accomplished.  In  the  canvass 
two  years  later,  Mr,  Goodrich  having  hecome  the  candidate  of  the 
Liberal  Republicans  and  Democrats,  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Piatt, 
who  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  votes. 

The  "  Owego  Times  "  said  of  him  aa  a  nominee  :  "  He  is  a  young 
man  whose  energy,  progressive  tendencies,  business  capacity,  and 
intellectual  superiority,  have  long  been  felt  and  generally  recog- 
nized and  appreciated.  He  is  as  remarkable  for  indomitable  en- 
ergy, as  for  his  ability  to  combine,  unite,  and  strengthen  his  forces 
for  any  laudable  undertaking  among  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 
He  will  certainly  combine  more  of  the  Republican  strength  of  the 
district  than  any  other  man.  He  is  liberally  educated,  commands 
a  ready  pen,  and  understands  our  national  and  State  politics  as 
well  as  any  man  in  the  district.  During  the  war  no  man  among 
us  took  and  held  a  more  protninent  position,  not  only  in  sustaining 
the  national  flag,  but  in  raising,  aiding,  and  supporting  volunteers 
for  the  war.  He  is  a  man  who  holds  no  doubtful  positions.  What 
he  undertakes  he  believes  to  be  right,  and  goes  in  for  it  with  all  his 
mi-ht." 

The  "Elmira  Advertiser"  said;  "  If  all  is  well  that  ends  well, 
nothing  could  be  better  than  this.  Thomas  C.  Piatt  will  make  a 
representative  of  whom  any  constituency  might  be  proud.  He  is  a 
man  in  the  very  prime  and  vigor  of  life,  possessing  talents  of  an 
unusual  order,  and  a  personal  character  beyond  reproach.  In  the 
literary  walks  of  life  he  has  also  won  considerable  distinction,  and 
the  readers  of  the  'Advertiser'  have  not  unfrequently  been  favored 
with  pleasant  and  valuable  contributions  from  his  well-stored  mind." 

He  took  an  active  part  in  the  Forty-third  Congress,  doing  efficient 

service  on  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads. 
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BOARDMAJf  SMITH  was  boni  in  Whittinghain,  Ver- 
;9  irn)nt,  Auirnst  18,  182(5.  Ris  father  was  Dr? Nathaniel 
Smith,  of  Eenningtou,  Vermont;  his  mother  was  of  the 
Boardniaii  family  of  Connecticut.  Tlie  subject  of  this 
sketcli  graduaterl  at  Williams  College,  Massachusetts,  in  184:7.  He 
began  the  study  of  la\V  with  Uovernor  Robinson,  of  Bennington 
Vermont,  init  soon  after  removing  to  the  State  of  New  York,  ],e 
completed  his  studies  at  Elmira,  where  he  commenced  practice  in 
1850.  Being  a  close  student,  and  an  active  worker  in  his  profes- 
sion, he  soon  attained  to  satisfactory  success. 

He  was  always  decidedly  antislavery  in  his  political  views,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Van  Buren  and  Adams  in  1848.     In  18.50  he 
married  Miss  Ella  Hays.     He  was  appointed  bv  the  Governor  of 
New  York  Judge  of  the  Chemung  County  Courts  in  September 
1859,  and    in   the    following  November   was   elected  to  the  satne 
office.     He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  New  York  to  the 
Forty.second  Congress,  as  a  Republican,  by  about  three  thousand 
majority.     He  was  appointed  a  niember  of  the  Committee  on  Claims 
and  Private  Land  Claims,  and  the  Special  Committee  on  the  New 
Orleans  Investigation.     On   the  1st   of  April,  1872,    he  addressed 
the  House  in  an  able  argument  in  lavor  of  the  bill  "For  the  Pro 
tection  of  Life  and  Pro].erty  in  the  South,"  in  the  course  of  which 
he  said  :  -  Although  I  am  not  a   politician,  and   have  come  to  this 
House  from  a  professional  cloister,  I  am  bold  to  say  that  a  genuine 
and  wise  statesmanship,  certainly  all  the  statesmanship  I  am  mas 
ter  of,    can    be    summed  Up    in    a  single  word:  Por    a    political 
party  and  for  the  nation,  as  for  an    individual,  there  is  no  path  of 
safety  but  the  path  of  duty." 
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Having  been  re-elected  to  the  Forty -tliird  Congress  by  an  in- 
creased majority,  Mr.  Smitii  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections.  The  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  the  head 
of  one  of  the  most  laborious  committees  of  the  House  were  very 
arduous.  They  were  all  discharged  with  entire  faithfulness.  His 
reports  were  characterized  by  judicial  fairness,  and  were  never 
charged  with  partisan  prejudice.  His  speeches  in  support  of  the 
decisions  arrived  at  by  his  committee  were  clear,  logical,  and  con- 
vincing. The  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Elections  has 
been  filled  by  some  of  the  best  men  of  previous  Congresses,  but 
none  have  given  greater  satisfaction,  or  acquitted  themselves  with 
greater  honor,  in  the  difficult  position  than  Mr.  Smith. 

138 


^^//^(c/riy 


FEEEMAN    CLARKE. 


[KEEMAIs  CLARKE  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York,  Marcli 
22,  1809.  At  an  early  age  he  began  business  for  himself 
as  a  grocer  and  dealer  in  connt.-y  produce.  In  1829, 
when  but  eighteen  years  old,  he  went  to  Albion,  Orleans 
County,  with  a  large  stock  of  goods,  bought  on  credit,  where  lie  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  the  inanufacture  of  ilonr,  and  other 
successful  enterprises.  In  1837  he  was  elected  Cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Orleans,  incorporated  under  the  Safety  Fund  system  of  New 
York,  of  which  he  was  previously  a  director.  He  served  eight  years 
as  cashier  at  Albion,  and  then  removed  to  Rochester,  wiiere  he  has 
conducted  a  large  and  successful  banking  business.  He  was  at  the 
same  time  president  of  his  own  bank,  organized  under  tlie  general 
banking  law  of  the  State  of  New  York,  trustee  and  treasurer  of 
the  Monroe  County  Savings  Bank,  and  President  of  the  Rocliester 
and  Grenesee  Valley  Railroad ;  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Lockport  and  Niagara  Falls  Railroad  Company  ;  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Home  Telegraph  Company,  subsequently  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegrapii  Company,  and  director  of  several  other 
corporations. 

Mr.  Clarke  has  always  taken  more  or  less  interest  in  politics. 
Up  to  1837  he  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  aiid 
■subsequently  with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  He  was 
Vice-President  of  the  Whig  State  Convention  in  1850,  in  whicli 
Washington  Hunt  was  nominated  for  Governor.  The  presi- 
dent, Hon,  Francis  Granger,  seceded,  with  a  portion  of  the  dele- 
gates, and  organized  as  the  Silver  Gray  and  Know-Nothing  party. 
Mr.  Clarke  acted  as  president  of  the  Convention  after  Mr.  Granger 
had  retired.     In  1852  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Whig    National 

Convention  which  nominated  General  Scott  for  the   Presidency. 
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He  was  Vice-President  of  the  first  Republican  Convention  of  New 
York,  in  which  Myron  H.  Clark  was  nominated  for  Governor  and 
Henry  J.  Raymond  for  Lieutenant-GoveriKH".  In  1856  he  was 
chosen  Presidential  elector  on  the  Fremont  and  Dayton  ticket. 
In  1802  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  New  York  to  the 
Thirty-eighth  Congress,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  declined  a  re 
election. 

In  1865  he  was  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  Durini;; 
his  administration  of  this  office  the  State  Banks  were  nearly  all  re- 
organized under  the  National  Currency  Act,  After  his  resignation 
of  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  he  was,  in  1867, 
elected  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Constitutional  Convtie- 
tion,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members.  In  1870  he 
was  re-elected  a  Representative  from  New  York  to  the  Forty-second 
Congress,  in  which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
As  a  business  man  Mr.  Clarke  has  been  uniformly  successful,  and 
lias  discharged  the  duties  of  every  public  position  he  has  held  witii 
great  credit  and  with  the  approval  of  his  constituents.  As  a  finan- 
•ier  there  is  probably  do  man  in  the  country  niore  generally  and 

f.ivurably  known. 
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'EORGE  G.  HOSKINS  was  born  in  Bennington,  New 
jj^  -  ^'t.'"k,  Decenibei-  2-i,  1824.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
%^  Connecticut,  who  emigrated  to  New  York,  and  settled  in 
wliat  was  known  as  tlie  "  Holland  Land  Purchase."  He 
was  raised  on  a  farm,  attending  common  schools  at  intervals.  He 
subsequently  made  considerable  progress  in  liberal  education  by 
attending  an  academy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  em. 
V)Ioy  his  winters  in  teaching  school.  At  twenty  he  was  prostrated 
by  severe  illness,  from  whicii  he  did  not  fully  recover  for  two  years. 
At  twenty-two  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he 
pursued  for  fifteen  years  in  his  native  town  with  much  success.  In 
1868  he  removed  to  the  adjoining  town  of  Attica,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  mercantile  pursuits.  He  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  other  business  enterprises,  and  became  a  stockholder  aii.l 
director  in  the  Wyoming  County  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Hoskins  was  married  in  1846  to  Miss  Lois  A.  Hollenbeck,  of 
Bennington.  He  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Bennington  in  1849. 
and  held  the  office  three  years.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  1852,  and  held  the  office  twelve  successive  years.  He  was  a  su- 
pervisor in  1862.  There  being  no  lawyer  in  Bennington,  he  drew 
most  of  the  legal  papers,  deeds,  mortgages,  and  wills  for  the  people 
of  his  town. 

He  was  appointed  by  President  Taylor  Postmaster  at  Bennino- 
ton,  and  held  the  office  through  the  administration  of  President 
Fillmore.  The  cIiMUge  of  administration  which  followed  resulted 
in  his  removal.  He  was  again  aj.poiiited  Postmaster  at  Benning- 
ton by  President  Linc.,ln,  and  held  the  office  during  his  adminis- 
tration, and  until  removed  by  Andrew  Johnson  for  disapproval  of 
his  policy.     He  was  a  Member  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
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New  York  in  1860,  1S65,  and  1866.  In  January,  1865,  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  tlie  Assembly,  and  served  during  that  session 
witli  much  ability,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  the  State. 

In  1869  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Fenton  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  and  held  this  office  two  years.  In  April,  1871,  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Grant  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  the  Twenty-ninth  District  of  New  York,  and  held  the  office 
until  he  resigned  March  4,  1873.  His  administration  of  this  office 
received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  and  other  Officers  of  the  Bureau.  His  accounts 
were  adjusted  with  the  department  in  the  remarkably  short  space 
of  two  months.  On  comparison  of  his  own  account  with  that  kept 
by  the  department,  it  was  found  that  they  agreed  to  a  cent.  In 
1872  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Thirtieth  New 
York  District  as  their  candidate  for  Congress,  and  was  elected  by 
a  large  majority,  running  considerably  ahead  of  the  other  candi- 
dates on  the  ticket.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Territories 
and  the  Committee  on  Accounts;  taking  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty-third  Congress. 
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5%SYMA]Sr  K.  BASS  was  born  in  Alden,  Erie  County,  New 
York,  November  13,  1836.  His  parents  emigrated  from 
Vermont  to  the  State  of  New  York  in  1831.  Pie  grad- 
uated at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  ia  1856.  He  then 
entered  the  State  and  National  Law  School  at  Poughkeepsie,  and 
after  graduating,  in  that  institution,  he  was,  in  1858,  admitted  to  the 
bar  by  the  Supreme  Court.  He  immediately  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  soon  acquiring  a  large  and  profit- 
able business.  He  was  elected  District  Attorney  for  Erie  County 
in  1865  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  was  the  first  Republican 
ever  elected  to  that  oflice.  He  was  re-elected  in  1868,  and  serving 
until  1872,  he  was  renominated  and  declined. 

He  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  his  district  in 
1870,  but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  "William  Williams,  running,  how- 
ever, about  one  thousand  votes  ahead  of  the  State  ticket.  In  1872 
he  was  elected  over  the  same  competitor  by  five  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
ways and  Canals,  and  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  Inquire  into 
the  Aifairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  One  of  his  most  impor- 
tant speeches  during  the  Forty-third  Congress  was  on  the  Geneva 
Award. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1874,  the  President  sent  to  the  Senate  the 
name  of  Mr.  Bass  for  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
Senate  was  at  the  time  in  executive  session,  and  at  once  confirmed 
the  nomination,  but  Mr.  Bass  subsequently  declined  to  accept  the 
position.  "  The  selection,"  said  the  New  York  "  Tribune,"  "  was 
received  with  very  general  satisfaction  in  Washington,  where  Mr. 

Bass  has  made  a  reputation  during  his  short  term  of  service  as  a 
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tlioroiiglily  honest  and  very  competent  and  energetic  man.  As  a 
new  menilier  of  tlie  House  he  has  during  its  present  session  made 
for  himself  an  enviable  record,  and  if  he  remains  in  Congress  is 
likely  to  become  one  of  its  most  valuable  members.  IIo  has  served 
for  the  last  three  months  as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  to  in- 
vestigate District  Affairs,  and  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  the  alnmst 
impossible  task  of  unraveling  the  mysteries  of  Treasurer  Magruder's 
accounts.  His  examination  of  that  officer  was  one  of  the  sharpest 
and  most  thorough  of  the  whole  investigation,  and  his  entire  course 
during  the  inquiry  proved  him  to  be  not  only  able,  but  honorable, 
honest,  and  independent.     His  declination  has  caused  great  disap- 
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'  ''^''ALTER  L.  SESSIONS  was  born  in  Brandon,  Vermont 


ind  revived  the  coinmon  school  and  acadeniic education 
which  is  tlie  patrimony  of  most  New  England  boys.  He 
studied  law,  and  settled  in  Panama,  New  York,  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Ho  served  as  Comn)issioner  of  Schools  for  several 
jeais,  and  in  that  capacity  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
motion of  public  education. 

He  has  for  many  years  been  among  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  tile  Reiniblican  party  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  Ne,w  York  in  1853  and  1854.  He 
was  a  State  Senator  in  1859  and  in  1865.  Able,  honest,  and  in- 
corrujitible,  lie  took  a  prominent  and  useful  ])art  in  legislating  for 
the  interests  of  the  Empire  State. 

In  1870  he  was  elected  a  Representative  to  the  Forty-second 
Congress,  from  the  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua,  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  seven 
votes.  In  1872  he  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-nine  votes.  During  his  first  term  in  Con- 
gress Mr.  Sessions  served  on  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining, 
and  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds.  In  the 
Forty-third  Congress  he  continued  to  serve  on  the  last-named 
committee,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims.  "While  he  was  by  no  means  a  prominent  participant  in 
debate,  he  was  among  the  most  useful  and  influential  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  four  years  of  his  service 
in  that  body.  While  many  attracted  more  puiilic  attention  and  re- 
ceived louder  popular  applause,  none  were  more  persistent  in  labor 
or  more  devoted  to  dutv. 
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r^IMEON  BALDWIN  CHITTENDEN  was  born  in  Gnil- 
foril,  Connecticut,  Marcli  29,  1814.     He  is  a  descendant,  in 

i^  tiie  seventh  generation,  of  William  Chittenden,  who  settled 
in  Guilford  in  1639,  having  previously  sei-ved  as  major  in 
the  British  Army  in  the  Low  Countries.  Emigrating  to  America  he 
became  one  of  the  principal  military  men  of  the  Connecticut  plan- 
tation, was  elected  fourteen  times  as  delegate  to  the  Cieneral  Court, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  magistrates  of  the  colony,  holding  tlie  ofBce 
until  his  death.  Another  ancestor  of  the  family,  of  a  later  genera- 
tion, went  from  Guilford  to  Vermont,  of  which  he  became  governor 
in  17T8,  holding  the  office  continuously,  with  the  exception  of  a  sin- 
gle year,  until  his  death  in  1797.-  The  original  family  homestead  is 
now  the  country  residence  of  Mr.  Chittenden. 

When  two  years  old  Mr.  Chittenden  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
father.  He  received  an  academic  education,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen entered  a  store  in  New  Haven.  In  lSi3  he  removed  to  New 
York  city,  where  he  was  engaged  for  thirty-two  years  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  in  which  he  had  a  career  of  uninterrupted  success. 

Mr.  Chittenden  has  occupied  numerous  positions  indicative  of  the 
trust  and  confidence  of  business  circles.  He  was  Vice-President  of 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  1867  to  1869,  and  de 
clined  a  re-election.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors  in  the  Conti- 
nental Bank  and  in  the  Continental  Fire  Insurance  Company.  He 
is  a  director  in  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  and  Western  and 
Other  railroads.  He  is  President  of  the  New  Haven  and  New 
London  Shore-line  Railroad  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was   originallv  a  Whig,  but  when   Henry  Clay 
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failed  in  his  aspirations  for  the  prcsidencj',  he  ceased  to  take  an 
interest  in  politics.  When  the  great  political  questions  wliieli  con- 
vulsed the  country  in  1860  came  before  the  people  he  could  no 
longer  remain  indifl'ei'ent,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  declare  Jiini- 
self  in  favor  of  the  election  of  x\braliam  Lincoln.  He  did  this  well 
knowing  that  he  would,  probably,  tlius  lose  many  southern  business 
connections.  He  made  the  first  speech  of  his  life  at  a  great  Repub- 
lican meeting  held  in  Cooper  Institute,  September  27,  1860.  His 
brief  but  frank  utterance  of  his  convictions  on  tiiis  occasion  cost  him 
$150,000  of  southern  trade,  but  this  was  subsequently  counted  rather 
as  gain  than  loss,  since  nearly  all  debts  in  the  South  to  northern 
creditor  proved  worthless  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was  an  ardent  sujiporter  of  tiie  Government  dur- 
ing the  war,  contributing  largely  of  his  means  to  stimulate  volun- 
teering and  otherwise  aid  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  first  meeting  called  in  New  York  to  organize  re- 
sistance after  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter.  He  was  a  Presidential 
Elector  on  the  Grant  and  Wilson  ticket  in  1872.  He  was  elected, 
as  an  Independent  Republican,  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  from 
the  Third  New  York  District  (Brooklyn)  to  fill  a  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  over  the  regular 
Republican  candidate,  by  nearly  5,500  majority,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Forty-fourth  Congress  by  about  the  same  majority. 

Mr.  Chittenden's  retirement  from  business  at  the  close  of  the 
year  187i  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  complimentary  dinner  given 
him  by  the  leading  merchants  and  other  prominent  citizens  of  New 
York.  The  speeches  made  on  that  occasion  by  the  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  prominent  judges,  merchants,  clergymen,  and 
lawyers,  abounded  in  the  highest  expressions  of  respect  for  the 
recipient  of  the  honor  as  a  man,  a  merchant,  and  a  citizen. 
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ARCUS  L.  WAED  was  born  November  9,  1812,  in  the 
city  of  Newark,  liis  ancestors  being  among  its  original 
settlers.  In  early  life  he  entered  into  trade,  and  was 
highly  successful.  He  soon  became  connected  with  the 
financial  institutions  and  public  enterprises  of  the  city,  and  his  con- 
trolling influence  has  added  largely  to  their  success.  During  his 
business  life  he  gained,  and  has  ever  since  maintained,  that  reputa- 
tion for  honesty  and  integrity  which  really  forms  the  mainspring 
of  his  character.  He  is  justly  popular  among  all  classes,  because 
respect  and  attachment  to  him  are  ba^ed  not  upon  adventitious 
claims,  but  on  those  sterling  merits  which  are  felt  and  acknowledged 
by  all.  His  generous  acts  have  been  done  as  quietly  as  goodness 
could  accomplish  them,  but  they  were  received  with  that  true  grat^ 
itude  which  defied  concealment.  Many  a  struggling  artist  received 
from  him  the  generous  gift  or  order  which  lightened  his  path,  and 
which  enabled  him  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  his  way. 

Mr.  "Ward  belonged  to  a  Whig  family,  but  on  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  he  was  among  the  first  to  recognize  its 
necessity.  He  supported  Fremont  and  Dayton  in  the  campaign  of 
1856,  but  his  attention  was  not  drawn  seriously  to  political  subjects 
until  the  summer  of  1858.  In  that  year  private  business  called 
him  to  Kansas,  and  while  there  he  saw  and  fully  appreciated  the 
full  importance  of  the  struggle  going  on  in  that  territory.  He 
gave,  while  there,  of  his  counsel  and  his  means  to  tlie  Free  State 
party,  and  on  his  return  to  New  Jersey  engaged  in  the  work  of 
rousing  public  attention  to  the  pending  issue.  He  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  political  contest  of  the  ensuing  autunm,  and  none 
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ivjiiieed  iiioi'e  sincerely  than  lie  over  the  result  in  New  Jersey, 
which  was  a  thorough  rebuke  to  the  Lecompton  fraiiij. 

In  1860  the  influence  of  Mr.  Ward  began  to  l>e  felt,  and  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Conven- 
tion, the  proceedings  of  which  culminated  in  the  nomination  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  In  the  contest  which  ensued  he  bore  his  full  [lai't. 
The  success  of  the  Republican  party  was  the  signal  for  that  revolt 
which  had  been  long  preparing  in  the  Southern  States.  As  tiie 
struggle  increased  iu  importance,  and  drew  into  the  ranks  of  tiie 
patriot  army  regiment  after  regiment  of  New  Jersey  troops,  Mr. 
Ward  saw  the  absolute  necessity  of  sustaining  the  families  of  the 
volunteers  during  their  "absence.  Alone  and  unaided,  he  devised 
and  carried  out  that  system  of  relief,  the  advantages  of  which  were 
felt  in  every  county  of  the  State.  The  pay  of  the  volunteer  was 
collected  at  the  camp  and  passed  over  to  the  wife  and  cliildrcn  at 
home ;  if  killed  or  wounded,  the  pension  was  secured  ;  and  this  con- 
tinued until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  without  a  charge  of  any  nature 
upon  these  sacred  funds.  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  families  were 
preserved  from  want  and  suffering  b}'  this  wise  and  considerate 
scheme.  Of  all  the  means  devised  to  sustain  the  State  in  this  most 
trying  period  of  her  history  none  was  more  potent  than  this,  and 
the  author  was  already  "  rife  on  good  men's  tongues." 

In  1862,  so  strongly  did  his  services  impress  the  Repul)licans  of 
the  State,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  Governoi-;  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  loyal  army,  and  in  the  depression  of  that  period,  lie 
was  defeated  bj'  Gov.  Parker.  In  1804  he  was  a  delegate  at  largo 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention,  at  Baltimore,  which  renomi- 
nated Mr.  Lincoln.  He  was  also  a  senatorial  elector  in  the  ensuing 
election.  The  close  of  the  war  and  the  defeat  of  the  rebellion  was 
to  him  a  source  of  unmixed  gratification.  As  regiment  after  regi- 
ment of  the  soldiers  returned  they  manifested  their  gratitude  to 
him  most  unmistakal)l3'.  It  was  a  full  return  for  all  the  services 
rendered.  In  1865  the  Republicans  again  nominated  him  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  after  an  unusually  exciting  contest,  he  was  elected  by  a 

large  majority.     His  administration  was  one  of  the  best  New  Jersey 

148 


MARCUS    L.    WARD.  3 

lias  ever  known.  His  executive  ability  was  fully  demonstrated,  and 
his  honesty  and  fidelity  were  unquestioned.  Every  department  of 
the  public  service,  so  far  as  his  influence  could  reach  it,  was  econom- 
ically and  faithfully  administered.  The  laws  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature were  carefully  scanned,  and  pardons  were  granted  only  when 
mercy  could  besafely  united  with  justice. 

To  his  administration  New  Jersey  was  indebted  for  many  impor- 
tant measures  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  the  State.  The 
present  public  school  act  was  passed  upon  his  strong  and  urgent  rep- 
resentations, and  its  advantages  have  been  felt  in  the  increased  edu- 
cational facilities  of  the  State,  and  the  more  thorough  develojiment 
of  its  schools.  The  riparian  rights  of  the  State  wore  called  by 
hiui  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  commission  secured 
through  which  its  interests  have  been  protected.  His  constant  and 
persistent  representations  to  the  Legislature,  in  his  various  messages, 
of  the  mismanagement  of  the  State  Prison  under  party  control, 
contributed  largely  to  the  passage  of  an  act  removing  it,  as  far  as 
possible,  from  partisan  government.  The  advantage  has  been 
already  felt  in  large  savings  to  the  State.  Various  other  public  acts 
having  an  important  influence  upon  the  well-being  of  the  State 
were  urged  and  sustained  by  him,  and  their  results  have  been  shown 
in  its  increased  prosperity  and  development. 

In  1864  Mr.  Ward  had  been  placed  upon  the  National  Republic- 
an Committee,  and  in  1866  lie  was  chosen  chairman.  Ilis  services 
and  efforts  tended  greatly  to  the  decisive  Repul)li(;an  victories  of 
that  year,  and  to  the  success  of  the  party  in  1868.  During  tlie  few 
succeeding  years  Gov.  Ward  lived  in  comparative  retirement,  but 
was  frequently  called  to  duties  of  a  public  character.  He  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Newark  Industrial  Exposition,  and  by  his 
cflbrts  contributed  largely  to  its  success.  The  '•  Soldiers'  Home  "  at 
Newark  was  originally  established  through  his  exertions,  and  as  one 
of  its  managers  he  has  given  it  constant  and  unwearied  service. 
It  is  now  the  only  State  institution  of  the  kind. 

During  the  presidential  campaign  of  1872  he  was  nominated  for 

Congress  from  the  Sixth  District  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  elected 
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by  over  five  thousand  majority.  Upon  taking  his  seat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  vahiable 
members.  He  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
On  the  few  occasions  on  which  he  addressed  the  House  he  com- 
manded attention  by  the  clearness  of  bis  reasoning  and  the  honesty 
of  his  convictions. 

Few  men  bring  to  their  public  duties  the  conscientiousness  which 
characterizes  Mr.  Ward.  Every  act  is  governed  by  that  law  of 
justice  and  of  right  which  will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny.  Popular  in 
the  highest  and  strongest  sense  of  tliat  term,  he  has  none  of  tlie  arts 
which  create  mere  temporary  success.  His  manners  are  engaging, 
but  they  are  tlie  result  of  tlie  native  kindness  of  heart  which  cliar- 
acterizes  him.  When  our  statesmen  shall  reach  preferment  because 
of  the  qualities  which  should  command  it ;  when  high  principle, 
personal  integrity,  and  unquestioned  ability,  are  made  the  basis  of 
a  true  public  life  ;  when  the  true  shall  be  preferred  to  the  false,  and 
the  substantial  to  the  pretentious,  such  men  will  receive  their  due 
reward. 

150 


Ufr6oo.ui- 


■y\j 


WILLIAM  WALTER  PHELPS. 


I^^ILLIAM  WALTER  PIIELPS  was  born  in  tlie  city  of 
New  York  on  the  24th  of  Angust,  1839.  He  is  the  only 
son  of  the  late  John  Jay  Phelps,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful merchants  and  financiers  of  New  York,  tiie  projector, 
and  for  many  years  the  President,  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna,  & 
Western  Railroad  Company,  and  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  far-see- 
ing men  who  developed  the  now  vast  coal  interests  of  the  anthra- 
cite region  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  very  carefully  trained  under  his  father's  eye, 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1860  with  high  honors,  having 
shown  during  his  college  years  uncommon  quickness  of  intellect, 
and  being  known  in  the  college  society  to  which  he  belonged  as  a 
ready  debater  and  forcible  speaker.  After  leaving  college  he  traveled 
for  some  time  in  Europe,  and  on  his  return  entered  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School,  in  which  he  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  his 
class* 

Thereupon  he  began  the  practice  of  tlie  law,  and  quickly  won 
prominence  at  the  New  York  bar  for  his  mastery  of  financial  and 
railroad  law.  His  ability  in  these  branches  of  the  law  gained  him 
the  uncommon  distinction,  for  so  young  a  man,  of  being  the  confi- 
dential and  trusted  adviser  of  some  of  the  leading  financiers  of 
New  York,  such  as  Moses  Taylor,  William  E.  Dodge,  George  Bliss, 
and  others. 

His  father's  death  compelled  h'un  to  abandon  the  active  pursuit 
of  the  law  in  order  to  give  undisturbed  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  large  fortune,  which  included  important  interests  in 
railroads  and  other  public  inipvovenients  in  a  luiinher  of  States. 

Having  strong  tastes  for  niral  life,  he  purchased,  shortly  after 
entering  at  the  bar,  an  estate  in  I'cigen  County,  New  Jersey,  in  the 
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valley  of  the  Ilsickensack,  and  to  the  improvoiDcnt  of  tliis,  which 
has  grown  in  time  to  include  one  thousand  acres,  running  from  the 
Ilndson  River  to  the  city  of  Hackeiisack,  but  a  few  miles  from  New 
\  ork,  lie  has  for  some  years  given  much  time,  draining  marshes  and 
converting  them  into  fertile  tields,  cutting  new  and  more  direct 
roads,  planting  long  avenues  of  trees,  and  otherwise  changing  the 
face  of  a  formerly  neglected  but  naturally  beautiful  country,  which 
must  in  time  become  one  of  the  favorite  suburbs  of  New  York. 

His  natural  inclination  as  well  as  large  interests  led  him  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  New  Jersey,  and  in  1872  he  was 
nominated  to  Congress  by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  He 
was  elected  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  for  a  Republican  in 
his  district,  and  carried  his  own  county,  which  had  been  until 
then  unvaryingly  Democratic.  In  the  same  3'ear  he  was  chosen  a 
fflliiw  of  Yale  College,  standing  at  the  poll  second  only  to  Mr. 
Evarts. 

In  Congress  Mr.  Phelps  has  made  the  opening  of  a  jiromising 
career.  In  his  place  on  the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency, 
his  clear  head,  and  wide  and  accurate  knowledge  of  financial  facts 
and, theories,  have  given  him  at  once  a  prominence  unusual  for  a 
new  member  and  for  so  young  a  man.  In  the  House  he  has  shown 
himself  a  ready  and  humorous  as  well  as  skillful  debater,  and  his 
future  seems  to  lie  in  his  own  hands. 
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JOHN    W.    HAZELTOI*r. 


^y^OHN  W.  HAZELTON  was  born  at  Miillica  Hill,  New 
Jersey,  wliicli  continues  to  be  liis  residence.  A  fanner's 
boy,  he  worked  on  the  farm  during  "  the  seed-time  and 
Iiarvest."  In  the  winter  months  he  attended  tiie  village  school, 
where  he  obtained  the  elements  of  an  education  which  was  subse- 
quently much  extended  by  an  academic  course  in  one  of  the  best 
seminaries  in  the  State.  Early  connecting  himself  with  a  debating 
society  he  became  a  ready  debater,  and  has  always  been  a  popular 
and  effective  speaker. 

Agriculture  has  been  the  business  of  his  life,  in  the  pursuit  of 
which  he  has  been  industrious,  practical,  and  successful.  He  has 
been  a  lifelong  laborer  in  the  cause  of  Temperance.  In  the  darkest 
days  of  the  antislavery  movement,  when  it  was  a  reproach  to  he  an 
abolitionist,  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  South  New  Jersey  to 
enlist  in  the  cause  of  the  oppressed.  No  man  did  more  effective 
work  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  district, 
and  no  man  in  all  the  years  of  its  ti'ial  was  more  u!itiring  in  his 
efforts  for  its  success.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  the  cause 
of  the  Union  found  in  him  one  of  its  strongest  supporters,  and  the 
patriotic  soldier  one  of  his  truest  friends. 

He  was  a  Delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at 
Philadelphia  in  1856.  He  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Chicago  Conven- 
tion in  1868,  and  was  an  Elector  on  the  Grant  and  Colfax  ticket 
in  the  campaign  which  followed.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  Repre- 
sentative from  New  Jersey  to  the  Fdrty-second  Congress,  as  a  Re- 
publican, receiving  14,502  votes  against  12,469  votes  for  his  oppo- 
nent.    He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress. 

In  Congress  Mr.  Hazelton  has  been  a  faithful  public  servant,  not 
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often  speaking,  but  always  voting  in  the  best  interests  of  tlie  country. 
His  speech  on  the  tariff  question,  delivered  in  the  second  session  of 
the  Forty-second  Congress,  was  a  clear  and  forcible  argument  for 
the  protection  of  American  industries  against  the  cheap  labor  sys- 
tems of  Europe 

Mr.  Hazeltoii's  political  record  is  one  of  which  his  numerous 
friends  are  proud.  In  private  life  his  fine  social  qualities,  his  kind- 
ness to  all,  his  generosity  to  the  poor,  and  his  liberality  in  aid  of 
every  good  work,  have  not  failed  to  win  for  him  the  good  feeling 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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AMUEL  A.   DOBBINS  was  born  in  Burlington  County, 


New  Jersey,  April  li,  ISl-i.  His  ancestors  for  several 
sjeiierations  were  citizens  of  Burlington  County.  Both  his 
grandfathers  served  in  the  Kevolutionary  war.  One  of 
tiieni  was  an  otficerin  Washington's  army  when  he  made  his  famous 
passage  of  the  Delaware. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  and  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  He  obtained  an  English  education  by  attending  school 
during  the  winter  months.  He  was  married  February  4,  1836,  to 
Miss  Harker,  whoso  ancestors  had  likewise  been  among  the  earliest 
settlers  iu  Burlington  County,  and  whose  grandfathers  had  also 
been  Revolutionary  soldiers.  They  have  eleven  children,  the 
majority  of  whoui  are  married,  and  are  successfully  engaged  in  pro- 
fessional and  business  pursuits.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  the  sons  is  a  minister  in 
tliat  communion. 

Mr.  Dobbins  devoted  himself,  as  his  ancestors  had  done,  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  in  which  he  has  been  largely  and  successfully  em- 
ployed. He  has  reclaimed  no  less  than  live  hundred  acres  of  land 
from  unbroken  forest — clearing  and  making  it  valuable  agricultui'al 
land.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  (General  Jackson,  but  became  early 
identified  with  the  Whig  party.  The  first  office  to  which  lie  was 
elected  was  that  of  member  of  tl>e  Board  of  Freeholders  for  the 
county  of  Burlington.  This  is  an  ini]iortant  local  office — liaving 
control  of  the  finances  and  public  e.xpenditures  of  the  county.  So 
great  wa-i  the  confidence  of  ids  neiglibors  in  Mr.  Dobbins  tlutt  they 
elected  liim  over  a  popular  Democrat,  who  had  himself  been  chosen 
in  the  preceding  election  by  several  hundred  majority. 

In    \<)i   .\Ir.    Dobbins    was  elected   high  sheriff  of  Burlington 
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County,  and  was  twice  re-elected,  serving  until  1857.  From  1859 
until  1862  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  and 
in  that  body  gave  foithful  and  laborious  service  to  his  constituents. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baltimore  National  Republican  Conven- 
tion of  186i,  which  re-nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  fur  the 
Presidency. 

In  1872  he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  Representative  in 
the  Forty-third  Congress  by  the  Republicans  of  his  district  over 
several  popular  and  able  competitort;.  After  a  s))irited  campaign 
he  was  elected  over  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Forkor,  a  member  of  the  pre- 
ceding Congress,  by  about  two  tliousand  five  hmidreii  majority. 

Taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  December, 
1873,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Patents — 
a  committee  upon  which  devolves  no  little  labor  and  responsibility. 
Of  these  Mr.  Dobbins  undertook  and  peribrmed  his  full  share. 
Although  not  given  to  much  speaking,  he  acquitted  himself  in  all 
respects  as  a  faithful  representative  of  the  people, 
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1|^A)BERT  HAMILTON   was  born  in   Hamburgh,   Sussex 
i^^%    Coutity,  New  Jersey,  December  5,  1810.     His  father,  Gen- 
^^|/-    eral   Benjamin   Hamilton,  was   favored  neitlier  witli  a  lib- 
eral education,  nor  with  the  possession  of  much  estate,  but 
was  a  man  of  very  great  natural  abilities,  of  much  popularity,  and 
filled  iiiiiny  important  official  positions.     He  represented  his  county 
at  different  periods  in  the  State  Legislature,  serving  two  terms  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and   for  a   time  in  the  old  Council, 
and   afterwards   in   the  State  Senate.     He  was  sheriif  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  and  was  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia. 

Robert,  like  his  father,  had  only  the  advantages  of  a  limited  edu- 
cation, but  his  natural  abilities  enabled  him  to  turn  such  knowledo-e 
as  he  obtained  to  the  best  advantage,  and  he  lost  no  opportunity  to 
improve  his  condition.  He  studied  law  with  Major  Anderson,  a 
prominent  lawyer  and  high-toned  gentleman.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1836,  and  ])ursued  his  profession  in  Newton,  the  county- 
seat  of  Sussex,  to  which  he  had  removed  in  1831.  His  success  as  a 
lawyer  is  evidenced  by  the  large  share  of  professional  business  he 
has  always  commanded.  His  contemporaries  at  the  bar  were  men 
of  such  professional  eminence  as  ex-Governor  Haines,  Hon.  Martin 
Ryerson,  ex-Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Hon.  Thomas  N. 
M'Carter.  In  1836  he  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph  E. 
Edsall  of  Sussex  County,  who  represented  his  district  in  Congress 
from  184:5  to  18-49. 

Although  never  an  office-seeker,  he  has  at  times  filled  imjiortant 
official  positions.  He  was~appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and 
served  in  that  position  for  ten  years.  He  was  reappointed  for  an- 
other term  of  five  years,  but  resigned  at  the  end  of  one  year.  As 
a  special  pleader  in  both  civil  and  criminal  proceedings  he  was  re- 
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inarkably  successful.     No   indictineiit    prepared   by  hiin   was  ever 
qiiasbed,  or  lield  insufficient  tor  detective  pleading. 

In  1863  and  in  1864  Mr.  Hatnilton  represented  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
nominated  and  elected  both  years  unanimously,  without  an  oppos- 
ing candidate.  During  the  session  of  186-1-,  upon  the  death  of 
Speaker  Taylor,  he  was  unanimously  elected  Speaker  of  the  House, 
both  parties  voting  for  him.  Politically  he  has  always  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party,  although  never  a  violent  partisan  ;  he  always 
lield  conservative  views.  He  was  adelegate  to  the  Charleston  Con- 
vention in  April,  1860,  and  both  then  and  at  Baltimore  in  June 
following  adhered  to  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  in  the  ter- 
litories,  and  supported  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Douglas  for  the 
presidency.  He  supported  the  war  against  secession  and  rebellion, 
aiul  was  appointed  by  Governor  Olden  (Eepublican)  commissioner 
of  the  draft  in  Sussex  County.  At  the  Democratic  District  Con- 
vention, held  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Congress,  in  August, 
1872,  composed  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  delegates,  with  three 
otlier  candidates  before  the  Convention,  he  received  on  the  first 
ballot  all  the  votes  but  two,  and  was  elected  by  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-four  majority. 

158 


AMOS    CLARK,  JR. 


^■^MOS  CLARK,  JR.,  was  born  in  Westfield,  New  Jer- 
^  sey,  November  8, 1827.  He  received  a  practical  English 
\  education,  and  in  early  life  made  his  home  in  Elizabeth 
where  he  now  resides.  He  early  entered  upon  a  business 
career,  and  in  due  time  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
largest  clothing  stores  in  New  York.  The  great  secret  of  his  sue 
cess  was  his  untiring  industry.  It  was  his  usual  custom  to  arrive 
at  his  home  in  New  Jersey  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  leave  by  the 
first  train  in  the  morning.  His  energetic  business  habits  soon 
brought  him  a  handsome  return,  and  ten  years  ago  he  retired  from 
business  in  New  York,  and  devoted  himself  to  developing  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  his  residence.  The  "  Elizabeth  Journal  "  says  : 
"  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  organizing  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  has  ever  since  been  its  President ;  so  also  of  the  National 
Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company  ;  the  Dime  Savings  Institu- 
tion ;  as  well  as  the  Elizabeth  and  Newark  Horse  Railroad  Com- 
pany—all of  which  are  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  He  erected 
and  owns  the  Arcade,  besides  the  tannery  and  half  a  score  more  of 
buildings  and  offices.  He  was  the  largest  contributor  to  Westmin- 
ster Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  from  its  start.  He  is 
the  President  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
our  City  Council,  served  three  years  as  a  State  Senator,  and  is  now 
tilling  his  first  term  as  Representative  to  Congress  in  a  district 
where  they  usually  give  from  three  to  four  thousand  Democratic 
majority  against  us,  and  where,  to  the  surprise  of  every  one,  he 
came  out  over  two  thousand  votes  ahead  of  his  opponent." 

Taking  his  seat  in  the  Fortv-third  Congress  he  was  appointed  a 
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member  of  tlie  Committee  on  tlie  District  of  Columbia.  He  per- 
formed his  duty  witli  groat  faitli fulness,  not  only  to  the  country,  but 
to  his  constituency,  irrespective  of  party.  Largely  tlirougli  his  in- 
fluence an  appropriation  of  $50,000  was  secured  for  harbor  im- 
liroveinents  at  three  points  within  his  district — the  mouths  of  the 
Shrewsbury,  Raritan,  and  Rahway  Rivers. 

In  one  of  bis  speeches  he  claimed  that  few  districts  enjoyed  such 
natural  commercial  advantages  as  his  own,  which  he  tiius  elo- 
quently described  : 

"Its  whole  eastern  portion  has  a  superior  tide- water  frontage — 
entirely  protected  from  storm  and  sea,  aifording  a  safe  and  conven- 
ient harborage  at  all  seasons — which,  with  the  necessary  appro- 
priations from  Congress,  can  be  made  of  sufficient  depth  and  width 
to  float  the  largest  foreign  or  home  vessel — and  which  to-day  floats 
more  coal,  iron,  and  other  products  than  any  other  district  in  the 
country.  The  tonnage  through  tlie  Kill  Von  Knil  during  the  past 
year,  by  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  amounted  to  about  six 
million  tons,  from  Elizabethport  three  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand tons,  and  from  other  sources,  by  careful  estimate  and  statis- 
tics, three  million  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  tons, 
making  the  enormous  total  aggregate  of  twelve  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  tons.  The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad, 
with  its  terminus  at  Perth  Amboy,  will  greatly  increase  the  aggre- 
gate tonnage." 
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?SAAC  W.  SCUDDEE  was  born  in  Elizabetli,  New  Jersey, 
in    1818.      He   studied    law   with    his    fatlier,    Arrowsmith 
Scudder,  Esq.,  a  prominent  huvyer,  who  was  employed  in 
the  most  important  cases  of  Iiis  time.     He  instituted  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Gibbons  vs.  Ogdenj  wliich  resulted  in  break- 
ing up  the  system  of  exclusive  navigation  of  the  waters  of  New 
York  by  steam   under  special    legislation   framed    by  tliat  State. 
Daniel  Webster  was  opposing  counsel  in  this  case,  which  was  the 
most  celebrated  one  growing  out  of  the  introduction  of  steam  navi- 
gation, which  had  recently  been  invented  by  Fulton.     With  such  a 
preceptor  in  his  professional  studies  Mr.  Scudder  made  excellent 
proficiency,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841  under  unusually 
favorable  auspices.     He  commenced   the  practice  in  Jersey  City, 
which   has  since   been   his  residence.     He  soon   acquired   a  large 
practice,  which  included  many  important  cases  growing  out  of  the 
commercial  and  mercantile  interests  of  New  York.     He  was  one 
of  the  Directors  in  the  New  Jersey  Eailroad  Company  before  its 
road  was  leased  to  the   Pennsylvania  Company.      He  tiled   the 
answer  in  the  case  by  which  it  was  attempted  to  prevent  the  leas- 
ing of  the  railroad— a  measure  which,  as  carried  out,  has  greatly 
promoted  the  interests  of  the  stockholders. 

Mr.  Scudder  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  for  Jersey  City.  He  has  twice  been  Prosecutor 
of  Common  Pleas  (or  District  Attorney)  for  Hudson  County. 
Although  a  Republican,  he  was,  in  1872,  elected  from  a  Dem- 
ocratic District  (the  Seventh)  as  a  Representative  in  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  by  a  majority  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and    sixty-nine    votes.      He   served    on    the    Cotnmittee   on    War 
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Cliiiiris.  His  fii'tft  speecli  in  the  House  was  delivered  January  29, 
187+,  on  the  Army  Appropriation  bill.  He  declared  himself  in 
favor  of  economy  and  reform,  and  yet  was  not  in  favor  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  army.  His  comprehensive  and  statesmanlike  views  are 
apparent  in  the  following  extract : 

"  Our  commercial  relations  with  all  parts  of  the  world  are  daily 
and  hourly  growing  more  intimate.  We  start  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  go  westward  across  this  continent  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  then  go  to  the  East  Indies.  iMiat  extended  commercial  relation 
necessarily  brings  us  in  close  contact  in  commerce  and  in  business 
with  other  nations,  and  will  bring  about  collisions.  We  have  a 
large  and  extended  coast,  which  necessarily  requires  some  troops 
for  fortifications.  These  fortifications  should  not  be  empty.  They 
should  be  places  for  drill  and  exercise. 

"  We  have  a  vast  frontier  with  Mexico.  We  are  on  the  borders 
of  a  State  which  is  in  a  constant  condition  of  vulcanic  erupticm — 
such  a  condition,  that  it  has  often  been  proposed  that  we  sh<juld 
exercise  some  protectorate  power  over  that  territory.  We  have 
also  hostile  Indians  on  our  borders,  and  we  have  in  addition  to  that 
a  large  and  extended  emigration  coming  to  this  country,  and  the 
bold  and  restless  young  men  of  our  own  people,  seeking  homes  in 
the  far  West.  Under  this  state  of  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me 
hardly  possible  that  we  can  safely  rely  on  a  permanent  reduction  of 
the  army." 

Among  other  important  speeches  of  Mr.  Scudder  in  the  House  was 

one  delivered  March  28,  1874,  on  the  Banking  bill,  in  which  he 

maintained  that  the  Government  might  perform  the  diflicult  task  of 

resuming  sjiecie  payments,  and  at  the  same  time  not  contract  tlie 

currency,  "  by  keeping  in  the  Treasury  the  gold  over  and  above 

that  which  is  necessary  to  pay  interest  upon  the  national  debt,  and 

such  other  expenses  of  the  National  Government  as  must  be  paid 

in  gold.     As  legal  tenders  are  paid  into  the  Treasury,  retain  them 

there  or  cancel  them,  and  supply  the  place  of  the  legal  tenders  thus 

retained  or  canceled  by  bank  notes." 
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GLEI^NI    W.   SOOFIELD. 


r-LENNI  W.  SCOFIELD  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  March  11,  1817.  In  early  life  he  liad  such 
educational  advantages  as  are  usually  furnished  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  When  about  fourteen  yeai's  of  age,  he  quit  school  to 
learn  printing,  and  worked  at  this  trade  about  tliree  years.  At 
seventeen  he  went  back  to  his  books,  and  entered  upon  a  course  of 
classical  study.  In  tlie  fall  of  1836,  he  entered  Hamilton  Col- 
lege, New  York,  as  a  Freshman,  and  graduated  from  this  institu- 
tion, with  fair  rank  of  scholarship,  in  1840.  Tlie  two  years  immedi- 
ately following  his  iraduation,  he  spent  in  teacliing;  the  first  in 
Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  and  the  second  in  McKeau  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. While  teaching,  ho  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  tl}e 
bar  in  1843,  and  at  oijce  entered  upon  tlie  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

Except  when  interrupted  by  several  terms  of  service  in  the  State 
Legislature  and  the  National  Congress,  his  whole  time  has  been  de- 
voted to  his  profession.  In  1849,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
his  State,  and  re-elected  in  1850.  While  a  member  of  this  body,  he 
was  esteemed  one  of  its  most  effective  debaters,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  His  speech  on  the  elective  judicially  \va- 
(piite  widely  circulated  at  the  time,  and  attracted  considerable  attention 
throughout  the  State.  Although  during  this  term  of  service  in  the 
1  egislature  he  acted  with  the  Democratic  party,  as  he  did  some  years 
subsequently,  he  was  always  an  anti-slavery  man.     During  his  coilego 

'ife  he  Wiis  a  member  of  an  Abolition  societv  fonned  bv  a  inimbor  of 
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young  men  in  tlie  Institution,  and  never  relinquished  his  early  con- 
victions in  hostility  to  slavery.  In  accordance  with  these  convictions, 
iind  wliile  still  acting  with  the  Democratic  party,  he  advocated  the 
Wilniot  Proviso,  opposed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  and  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Com]ironiise,  taking  the  anti-slavery  side  of  all  kindred 
questions. 

"When  the  Republican  party  was  formed  in  1856,  he  immediately 
severed  his  old  party  connections,  and  in  a  ]inl)lic  address  united 
his  political  fortunes  with  the  new  party  of  freedom  and  progress. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for 
the  State  Senate  ;  and  in  a  district  before  largely  Democratic,  was 
elected  by  a  majoiity  of  twelve  liundred.  He  occupied  this  position 
three  years,  and  al)ly  sustained  the  reputation  wliicii  he  had  gained 
as  a  debater  in  the  lower  l)ranch  of  the  Legislature.  While  in  the 
Senate  Iw^ntrodnced  and  advocated  bills  to  exempt  the  homestead 
from  sale  for  debt,  and  to  abrogate  the  laws  excluding  witnesses  from 
testifying  on  account  of  religious  belief.  Neither  of  these  bills  passed  ; 
but  Mr.  Scofield's  speeches  in  their  favor,  which  were  reported  and 
printed,  ]m)\e  that  they  should  have  passed.  His  bills  were  voted 
down,  but  his  arguments  were  not  answered.  He  was  more  success- 
Su\  in  his  efforts  to  procure  State  aid  for  tlie  construction  of  the  Phila- 
del])hia  and  Erie  Railroad.  This  aid  secured  the  construction  of  a 
line  i>f  road  which  has  already  worked  wonders  in  the  development 
of  that  large  and  previously  wild  and  neglected  section  of  the  State 
in  which  he  resided.  For  a  short  time  in  1861,  he  was  President 
Judge  of  the  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Mercer,  Venango, 
f'larinn,  and  Jefferson,  having  been  appointed  by  Governor  Curtin  to 
lill  a,  vacancy. 

In  1862  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to 
rlie  Tliirty-eightli  Congress,  and  took  his  seat  December  7.  18()3 
lie  at  once  idonfitied  himself  with  the  advanced  Republicans,  and 
Lave  his  ntmost  support  tn  the  ureal  war  wliich  was  tlien  decidiii;:- 
the  destiny  of  the  Re]«nl)Hc-.  Hi-  tir^-t  speec-li,  delivere<l  in  the 
House  February  24,  1864,  was  a:i  aiile  |)resentation  of  the  juin- 
ciples  which   the  war  was  waired    to   maintain,  closino-   with    tlie 
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fullowinir  ekiqneiit  passage:  "  Tlie  Uiiiun  Party  liiut>  resolved 
tlint.  •>vith  tlic  blessing  of  (iod,  tliis  countrv  shall  not  only  remain 
an  undivided  eoniitry,  but,  now  that  the  necessities  of  the  war 
and  file  lunnnnity  of  the  age  require  it,  it  sh:dl  bec.mie  a  free 
country.  The  sliadow  of  your  flag  shall  never  grow  less,  nor  shall 
it  darken  the  life  of  the  hntnblest  man  beneath  it.  The  Union 
shall  be  restored,  and  the  United  States,  the  simple  name  that 
Wasldiigtou  gave  us,  sliall  be  the  name  and  iiidi('ate  the  tdiaraeter 
of  tins  country  for  all  time  to  come.  And  it  shall  be  a  name  that 
the  poor  will  love  and  the  iiroud  fear  all  over  the  world." 

lie  addressed  ttie  House  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  tlie  "  Rebellious 
States,"  April  29,  186-i,  maintaining  that  slavery  was  "  the  one 
cause  of  estrangetnent,  the  element  of  discord  and  disunion."  He 
summed  up  the  policy  he  would  have  the  nation  ))ursue  in  the 
following  words:  "Concession  exhausted  and  conciliation  still  a 
failure!  Hereafter  let  all  concession  be  in  favor  of  freedom;  and 
in  all  our  legislation  let  us  approximate,  as  rapidly  as  the  interests 
of  the  two  races  will  permit,  the  homogeneity  of  universal  emanci- 
pation, and  upon  that  basis  make  the  Unicin  perpetual." 

Pending  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  proposed  Emancipation 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  January  6,  1865,  Mr.  Scotield 
advocated  the  utter  extirpation  of  slavery.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Brooks, 
he  referred  to  the  Northern  sympathizers  with  the  rebellion  in 
these  words: 

"  In    the   peaceful    future,  when   inquisition   shall   be  made  for 

the    contrivers,    instigators,    aiders    and    abettors    of    this    o-reat 

crime,  the   two  classes  so  often   coupled    in  denunciation   in   this 

Hall — the   'abolitionists'   of   the   North    and    the   'tire-eaters'  of 

the    South  —  will    scarcely   be    noticed;    but    the    quiet    historian 

will  'point  his  slow  unmoving  finger'  at  those  Northern   leaders 

wl;o  for  fifteen  years  have  deceived  the  South  and  betrayed  the 

North.      They   will    stand    alone.      The    large  minority   that    now 

gathers  around  them,  nmved  thereto  more  in  hope  to  escape  the 

severe  hardships  of  the  war  than  from  any  love  of  them  or  their 

position,  will  have  melted  away  from  their  support  like  dissolving- 

165 


4  GLEKNl    W.     SCOFIELD. 

ic-o  beneath  tlicir  feet,  and  well  will  it  be  lor  their  posterity  if  they 
can  manage,  like  Byron's  wrecks,  to  sink  into  the 

'Depths  with  l)uhl)ling  groan, 
Witliout  a  gi-ave,  unknelletl,  uncoffined,  and  unknown!'" 

In  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  Mr.  Scofiehl  took  a  still  more 
active  ])ait  in  the  proceedings  and  debates.  His  voice  was  licaid 
freqncntly  and  eloquently  advocating  the  most  progressive  doc- 
trines of  the  Republican  party,  lie  was  sternly  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  President  Johnson,  which  had  now  developed  itself.  On 
the  28th  of  April,  1866,  he  delivered  an  able  speech  in  defense 
of  the  Congressional  plan  of  restoration,  protesting  strongly  against 
the  President's  policy  that  "  the  Rebel  States  should  be  recognized 
at  once  in  their  present  temper,  without  guarantees  of  any  kind." 

In  a  speech  on  the  Reconstruction  bill,  delivered  January  19, 
1867,  he  took  strong  ground  against  the  disposition  manifested  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  recognize  the  governments  of  the  Kel)ell- 
ious  States.  "  The  people,"  said  he,  "  have  concluded  that  the 
best  way  to  harmonize  and  cement  the  Union  is  to  bury  whatever 
is  left  of  Slavei'y  and  Confederate  nationality  in  a  common  grave; 
and  it  will  be  done.  The  Nile  may  be  dammed  with  bulrushes, 
but  the  just,  benignant,  and  well-considered  purpose  of  a  forty- 
million  nation  cannot  be  turned  aside  by  the  tinkle  of  an  old  man's 
l)ell  nor  the  rustle  of  another's  gown." 

Mr.  Scofield  was  exceedingly  active  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the 
interests  of  his  own  State,  and  especially  to  foster  its  great  produc- 
tions of  iron,  coal,  and  oil.  On  the  13tli  of  April,  1866,  pending  a 
jiersonal  explanation,  Mr.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Morrill, 
the  former  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the 
Thirty-eighth  Congress,  and  the  latter  chairman  of  the  same  com- 
mittee in  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  addressing  the  House,  bore 
emphatic  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  Mr.  Scofield  in  his 
efforts  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  crude  petroleum. 

Ue-elected  to  the  Fortieth  Congress,  Mr.  Scofield  took  the  influ- 
ential  position   in  that  body  to  which  his  exjierience  and  ability 
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entitled  him.  He  stood  among  the  strongest  in  opposition  to 
President  Johnson.  He  remained  firm  with  his  party,  on  the  line 
of  reconstructidii  entered  upon  in  tlie  preceding  C'onij-ress — earn- 
estly advocating  the  !^ii]ipleniciitary  i-econstrnction  l)ill  in  a  speech 
delivered  January  20,  1808.  How  thoroughly  liis  judjrnient  and 
his  sympatin'es  Were  enlisted  in  behalf  of  his  jiarty  is  indicated  in 
an  elaborate  sjjeecli  delivered  July  14,  1868,  on  "  Re|)ul)licau  Pol- 
icy," in  whicii  he  gives  a  history  of  its  achievements  in  the  past, 
and  an  intimation  of  its  plans  for  the  future — one  of  tlie  most 
eloquent  and  able  vindications  of  the  party  ever  delivered  in 
Congress. 

Tiie  groat  question  of  Reconstruction  having  been  settled,  the 
scarcely  less  important  subjects  of  Finance  and  Currency  came 
prominently  to  the  foreground.  Mr.  Scofield  gave  ample  evidence 
of  his  ability  to  handle  these  intricate  questions,  particularly  in  his 
speech  of  January  27,  1864,  on  Resumption  of  Specie  Payments, 
in  which  he  advocated  free  banking. 

In  the  Forty-first  Congress  Mr.  Scofield  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs.  He  introduced  a  bill  for  the  transfer 
of  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  to  League  Island.  In  a  speech 
explaining  and  advocating  this  measure  he  defended  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Grant  against  the  charges  of  extravau;ance 
brought  against  it  by  Mr.  Dawes.  He  closed  a  convincing  array 
of  facts  and  figures  with  the  assertion  that  "  an  administration 
with  a  diminishing  debt  and  diminishing  taxation  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully charged  with  prodigality."  He  showed  tliat  the  bill 
under  discussion  was  "a  measure  of  economy  and  retrencliment 
instead  of  extravagance  or  waste." 

On  the  subject  of  the  Reconstruction  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Scofield,  in 
a  speech  delivered  January  14,  1870,  urged  that  the  State  should 
not  be  permitted,  after  its  admission,  to  go  back  on  those  just  pro- 
visions of  its  Constitution  for  equal  franchise  and  eiplal  education. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  1872,  in  one  of  the  most  eiahorate  of  all  iiis 
Congressional   speeches,  Mr.  Scofield  advocated   the  re-admission 

of  Georgia  under  her  then  existim;  State  Government  when  siie 
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ijliiiiilil  liavo  complied  with  the  Reconstruction  acts,  and  slionid 
iiave  ratified  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amenduients  of  the 
Cmi^titutioii. 

In  till'  Fortv-second  Congress  Mr.  Scofield  continned  to  serve  as 
Cliairman  of  the  Comniittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on  the  Insurrectionary  States.  He 
was  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee  which  went  to  New  Orleans 
to  investigate  the  anomalous  condition  of  afl'airs  involved  in  the 
existence  of  two  rival  State  Governments  in  Louisiana.  In  a 
speech  delivered  May  30,  1872,  he  thus  states  the  sum  of  the 
results  of  his  investigation  in  reference  to  the  Ku-Klu.\  Klans: 
"The  organization  takes  different  forms  in  different  localities.  In 
some  States  it  has  a  written  Constitution  ;  in  others  its  machinery 
is  not  committed  to  paper.  In  some  States  it  is  concealed  by  an 
external  form  of  an  ordinary  political  club,  whose  routine  proceed- 
ings are  kept  sacred.  But  buried  up  in  the  machinery  of  organiza- 
tion and  committees,  out  of  sight  even  of  large  portions  of  its  own 
membership,  lies  the  authority  to  pronounce  and  execute  its  terrible 
edicts.  In  other  States  it  presents  no  outward  sign  of  organized 
existence  except  in  its  midnight  demand  for  blood.  .  .  .  How  many 
churches,  school-houses,  and  dwellings  of  the  poor  and  humble  have 
been  burned;  how  many  banishments,  whippings,  mutilations,  and 
niuiders  have  been  accomplished  by  these  demons  of  the  night, 
will  never  be  known  until  the  great  day  in  which  the  Searcher 
ol'  all  hearts  shall  make  inquisition  foi'  blood." 

Mr.  Scofield  was  re-elected  a  Representative  for  the  sixth  time, 

in  1872,  from  the  State  at  large,  receiving  an  aggregate  of  three 

hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  and  thirteen  votes.    Being  among 

the  oldest,  most  experienced,  and  ablest  members  of  the  House,  he 

is  prepared  to  give  to  his  large  constituency  and   to  tlie  country 

the  best  possible  service.     In  ability  as  a  debater  he  stands  among 

the  first,  and  is  distinguished  for  his  analytical,  terse,  and  logical 

style.     He  sometimes  enlivens  his  argument  by  pungent  satire  and 

humorous  illustrations;  but  the  general  character  of  his  efforts  is 

that  of  clear  statemetit  and  close  reasoning. 
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''^^^riAIlLES  ALBRIGHT  was  born  in  Upper  Berne  Town- 
|JQJ  '^I'ipj  Berks  County,  Pentisjlvania,  December  12,  1830. 
His  father,  Solomon  Alliriiiht,  wlio  was  a  farmer,  and  his 
mother,  wliose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Miller,  were  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  early  associations  of  his  life  were 
connected  witli  the  ]inrsuits  of  aijriculture  and  the  limited  transac- 
tions of  a  country  store.  He  attended  the  common  scliools  of 
Strasburgli  and  Myersfown,  wiierc  lie  received  the  requisite  pre- 
paratory training  for  a  collegiate  course,  and  graduated  at  Dickin- 
son College,  Carlisle,  in  1851. 

While  attending  College  at  Carlisle  Mr,  Albright  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  Naomi  E.  Wingard,  daughter  of  Valentine 
Wingard,  of  Petersburgh,  Pennsylvaiiia,  a  lady  of  superior  intel- 
lectual attainments  and  possessing  social  qualities  of  a  high  order. 
This  lady  he  married  Doeember  21,  1852.  Immediately  after 
graduating  Mr.  Albright  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Robert  L.  Johnson,  Esq.,  at  Ebensburgh,  Cambria  County. 
Here,  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  practiced  his  profession 
with  success. 

When  Andrew  H.  Reader  was  a])pointed  Governor  of  Kansas 
he  was  accompanied  thither  by  Mr.  Albright,  who  resided  there 
during  the  famous  "  Border-Rufiian  War"  for  political  supremacy, 
in  which  struggle  he  was  arrayed  in  opjiosition  to  the  slave-owning 
conspiracy.  While  this  life  had  for  him  much  of  attraction  in  the 
excitements  incident  to  the  development  of  a  new  country,  and  its 
delivery  from  ruffian  domination,  possessing,  as  he  did,  a  decided 
iiiclination  toward  military  enterprise,  Mr.  Albright  found  it,  in 
nianv  itther  respects,  uncongeniMl  ti>  his  tastes  and   feelings.     In 
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1860  he  returned  to  liis  native  State,  and  settled  in  Maiicli  Chunk, 
where  lie  embarked  in  the  business  of  moldinji  iron  machinerv, 
and  i-eeoniinenced  tiie  iiraotice  of  the  law. 

lie  was  in  WasliiiiL^ton  at  the  inanwni-ation  of  President  Lincoln, 
and,  from  his  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  Government,  joined 
tlie  patriotic  "  Clay  Battalion."  When  the  One  Hundred  ami 
Thirty-second  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  formed, 
in  August,  1863,  for  nine  months'  service,  Mr.  Albright  \vas  ap- 
pointed Major  of  tliat  organization.  After  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
the  casualties  of  that  engagement  having  made  a  vacancy  in  the 
grade  above,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy.  At  the 
battle  of  Frederioksburgh,  which  was  fought  on  the  thirty-second 
anniversary  of  his  birth,  he  commanded  his  regiment  in  a  manner 
to  elicit  the  encomiums  of  his  division  and  brigade  commanders. 
During  the  action,  in  which  nearly  half  of  his  regiment  were 
killed  or  wounded,  he  succeeded,  through  seniority  of  rank  on  the 
tiuKI,  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second 
Corps,  and  was  soon  thereafter  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
In  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  Col.  Albright  again  had  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  and  for  his  efficiency  and  good  conduct  was 
warmly  commended  by  his  superior  officers. 

When  the  disturbances  occasioned  by  the  draft  occurred  in  Phil- 
adelphia, in  July,  1863,  Col.  Albright  was  sent  thither,  in  command 
of  the  Thirt}'-fourth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  enforce  the  laws.  Through  his  tact  and  good  judgment,  what 
threatened  to  become  a  fierce  and  sanguinary  insurrection  was 
happily  averted.  In  June,  1865,  an  opportunity  was  affi)rded  him 
to  win  another  of  these  brilliant  victories,  by  the  rebellious  attitude 
of  the  miners  in  the  coal  regions  in  opposition  to  th.e  draft.  He 
was  sent  thither  by  Secretary  Stanton  to  take  command  of  the 
military  district  of  "Lehigh,"  and  to  arrest  and  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  ringleaders  in  the  insurrection,  which  duty  he  accimi- 
]ilislicd,  thus  preventing  the  ruthless  shedding  of  blood  and  the 
wanton  destruction  of  property. 

Colonel   Albriirht   h  ivin  ■■,  in   August,   1S6-1-,  organized    the  Two 
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Hundred  and  Second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  three 
years,  or  the  war.  at  considerable  pecuniary  expense  to  himself, 
he  was  ordered  to  duty  with  his  comtnaiid  at  Chambersburgh, 
under  General  Couch.  Once  again  his  ability  as  a  prudent  com- 
mander was  brought  into  requisition,  when,  ut  this  time,  he  was 
ordered  to  Columbia  County  to  disband  a  nest  of  conspirators,  and 
he  succeeded  in  defeating  their  traitorous  designs. 

In  the  autumn  of  1864  the  Government  experienced  great  an- 
noyance from  the  bold  depredations  of  the  guerrilla  Moseby  and 
his  band  of  desperadoes.  Determining  to  cripple  the  movements 
of  this  daring  marauder,  tiie  War  Department  sent  Col.  Albright 
to  that  region  in  command  of  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  which 
consisted  of  his  own  regiment,  part  of  the  Second  District  of  Co- 
lumbia Infantry  Regiment,  the  Two  Hundred  and  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Heavy  Artillery,  the  Thirteenth  and  Sixteenth  New  York, 
the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  a  section  of  Massachusetts  Artil- 
lery. In  this  duty  he  was  also  signally  successful.  A  few  trifling 
losses  were  all  that  Moseby  inflicted  after  this  force  took  its  po- 
sition. In  recognition  of  his  valuable  services,  tiie  President,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1865,  promoted 
Colonel  Albright  to  the  rank  of  Brevet  Brigadier-general;  and,  as 
if  to  prove  how  well  he  deserved  this  preferment,  the  General  led 
his  troops  against  the  forces  of  the  guerrilla  chieftain,  on  the  10th 
of  the  following  month,  and,  after  a  short  but  desperate  engage- 
ment, effectually  routed  and  scattered  them  in  a  demoralized 
condition. 

While  General  Albright  had  head-quarters  at  Fairfax  Station, 
much  damage  was  frequently  caused  by  the  hordes  of  guerrillas 
infesting  that  region,  in  throwing  from  the  track  and  plundering 
the  trains  carrying  troops  and  supplies  to  the  front.  This  species 
of  enterprise,  on  the  part  of  Moseby  and  his  freebooters,  was  sum- 
marily interrupted  by  General  Albright,  who  seized  prominent 
individuals  of  rebellious  tendencies,  living  in  the  vicinity,  and  sent 
them,  under  guard,  to  ride  on  the  trains. 

General  Albright  participated  in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain 
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Autictam,  Frederickslmrgli,  Cliancellorsville,  Fairfax  Station,  and 
several  smaller  actions;  and  did  not  leave  the  army  nntil  Angust  3, 
1865,  at  which  time  he  was  mustered  out,  his  services  being  no 
loniier  required.  He  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
devoted  his  attention  to  his  foundry,  engaged  iu  the  development 
of  slate  quarries,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk,  of  which  he  became  the  President. 

General  Albright  and  his  wife  have  been  earnest  and  active 
workers  iu  the  cause  of  Christianity  for  many  years.  The  present 
flourishing  condition  of  the  Sunday-school  in  Mauch  Chunk  is 
conceded  to  be  in  great  measure  owing  to  his  able  superintend- 
ency,  and  to  the  unremitting  exertions  of  his  accomplished  wife. 
In  the  affairs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  is  an  acknowl- 
edged leader,  and  the  respect  widely  entertained  for  his  sound 
judgment  and  exemplary  character  was  evinced  in'  his  selection  as 
one  of  the  two  Lay  Delegates  from  Philadelphia  Annual  Conl'er- 
ence  to  the  General  Conference,  which  met  in  Brooklyn  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  National  lie- 
publican  Convention  of  1860,  which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln 
for  the  presidency.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Philadelphia 
Convention  which  renominated  President  Grant,  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  in  that  body. 

In  1872  General  Albright  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans 
of  Pennsylvania  to  represent  the  State  at  large  in  the  Forty-third 
Congress,  an  honor  which  he  had  neither  solicited  nor  expected. 
He  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-six,  the  largest  ever  given  to  any  candi- 
date for  political  office  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  as  such  had  charge  of  several 
important  subjects  of  legislation  which  were  successfully  carried 
through  the  House.  He  addressed  the  House  on  several  occasions 
with  decided  efiect,  and  in  every  respect  took  high  standing  iu  the 
Forty-third  Congress, 

172 


LEMUEL    TODD, 


^P^EMUEL  TODD  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  July 
t^&ii  ^^'  ^^^'^-  ^'®  paternal  grandfather  was  educated  in  the 
^^'^  l^iiiversity  of  Dublin.  Being  concerned  in  the  Rebellion 
of  1798,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  country.  He 
came  to  America,  and  died  a  few  years  after,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren. One  of  these,  Isaac  Todd,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  His 
soil  l)ecaino  a  student  in  Dickinson  College,  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  graduated  in  1839.  He  then  studied  law  with  General 
Samuel  Alexander,  the  most  distinguished  lawyer  of  tiiat  region. 
After  liis  admission  to  the  bar,  in  1841,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  preceptor,  which  continued  until  the  deatii  of  General 
Alexander,  in  1845. 

Mr.  Todd  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until  the  passage  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  act  caused  him  to  surrender  his  old  political 
ties.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress  as  an 
Independent  Democrat,  supported  by  the  American  Party.  In  the 
memorable  contest  at  the  organization  of  the  House  he  supported 
Mr.  Banks  for  the  speakership.  He  served  efBciently  on  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  he  raised  a  company,  whieli 
formed  a  part  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Reserves,  at  the  organization  of  which  he  was  commissioned  as 
Major.  He,  with  his  regiment,  formed  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  participating  in  its  varied  fortunes  until  after  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  healtli. 
We  next  find  him  in  Philadelphia,  as  commandant  of  the  camp  for 
the  nine  months'  drafted  men.  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  organ- 
izing them    into   regiments  preparatory    to  entering  the    service 
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of  tlie  Fniti'd  Stares.  He  was  after  tliis  appointed  Coniiiiissioner, 
oil  the  ii;irt  of  the  State,  to  settle  with  the  National  Government 
the  qnuta  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  drafts.  He  subsequently 
served  as  Inspector-general  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  stafl'  of 
General  Curtin. 

Mr.  Todd  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  the  State. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  many  of  the  Hepublican  State  Conven- 
tions, and  often,  on  those  occasions,  the  presiding  officer.  The 
predominance  of  a  large  Democratic  majority  in  his  county  and 
district,  probably,  has  operated  to  prevent  his  obtaining  such 
official  distinction  as  he  would,  under  other  circumstances,  have 
reached. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  a  representative  from  Pennsylvania  by 

the  State  at  large  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  in  which  he  served 

on  the  Committees  on  Elections  and  Expenditures  in  the  Post-office 

Department. 
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^HP^  HE  subject  of  this  sketcli,  William  Darrali  Kelley,  waa 
"if^  born  in  Philadelphia,  April  12,  1814.  His  grandfather, 
>^  Major  John  Kelley,  was  an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  father  followed  the  business  of  watchmaker  and  jeweler  in 
Philadelphia.  During  the  financial  troubles  accompanying  the  close 
of  the  war  of  1812,  Mr.  Kelley  fell  into  pecuniary  difficulties ;  his 
business  was  ruined,  and  he  was  stripped  of  all  his  possessions.  He 
soon  afterwards  died,  leaving  his  family  in  very  straitened  circum- 
stances, when  "William,  who  was  the  youiiLcest,  was  but  two  years  old. 
His  mother,  thus  left  with  a  dependent  family  of  three  daughters 
and  a  son,  succeeded  in  maintaining  herself  and  her  children  respect- 
ably. William  was  sent  to  a  .neigliboring  school  until  eleven  years 
of  age,  when  he  left  it  finally  with  only  the  rudiments  of  an  ordinary 
English  education,  while  any  further  progressive  study  must  dejiend 
upon  his  own  exertions.  He  served  for  some  time  as  an  errand  boy 
in  a  book  store,  and  afterwards  entered  the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Enquirer  as  a  proof-reader,  and  remained  there  until  his  fourteenth 
year.  He  then  apprenticed  himself  to  a  jeweler  until  twenty  yeare 
of  age — leaving  his  mother's  roof  and  taking  up  liis  residence  with 
his  employer,  where  lie  continued  during  the  term  of  his  apprentice- 
ship. 

Young  Kelley  keenly  realized  the  deficiencies  of  his  early  educa- 
tion, and  applied  iiimself  diligently  to  remedy  it  by  reading.  Books, 
however,  being  difficult  of  access,  he  united  with  a  number  of  hia 
companions  to  found  the  "  Youth's  Library,"  afterwards  called  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Literary  Institute."     A  library  of  about  two  thousand 
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volumes  was  soon  accumulated,  and  the  association  sustained  for 
several  years  an  annual  course  of  lectures.  The  original  members 
and  officers  were  nearly  all  apprentice  boys,  and  the  influence  thus 
exerted  upon  them  was  of  a  highly  salutary  character.  The  society 
continued  to  exist  until  its  early  members  had  become  scattered,  or 
too  deeply  involved  in  active  business  to  give  it  their  attention  as 
formerly. 

Young  Kelley's  indenture  expired  in  the  spring  of  1834 — the  period 
of  pecuniary  embarrassment  which  followed  the  struggle  between  the 
United  States  Bank  and  the  Government.  In  Philadelphia,  the  seat 
of  the  operation  of  the  bank,  the  consequent  excitement  and  panic 
were  intense,  and  with  the  many  painful  scenes  that  transpired  around 
him,  Mr.  Kelley  became  familiar.  Nurtured  from  childhood  in  the 
Democratic  faith,  and  loving  its  course  with  all  the  intensity  of  an 
ardent  and  impulsive  nature,  he  could  not  but  be  excited  to  a  strong 
protest  and  resistance.  He  labored  earnestly  to  strengthen  the  spirits 
of  his  Democratic  associates  against  what  he  considered  the  tyranny 
of  tliose  who  favored  the  interests  of  the  bank,  and  it  is  thought  that 
miicli  of  his  intense  energy  of  purpose  and  power  of  vehement  decla- 
mation were  developed  by  these  exciting  times. 

Thus,  when  William  Kelley  attained  his  freedom,  it  was  a  season 
of  extreme  depression,  which  all  the  forms  of  tancy  business  like  that 
which  he  had  spent  his  youth  in  learning,  were  the  first  to  feel  and 
the  last  from  which  to  recover.  Nor  had  his  course  been  such  as  to 
secure  the  favor  of  such  employers  as  were  of  opposite  politics.  Hence, 
failing  to  obtain  employment  at  his  trade  in  Philadelphia,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Boston,  where,  for  four  years,  he  pursued  his  calling  with 
unremitted  industry.  His  peculiar  branch  of  the  trade  was  enamel- 
.  ing,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  excelled,  and  which  he  is  said  to  have 
pursued  with  the  enthusiasm  of  an  artist  as  well  as  the  skill  of  a  cun- 
ning workman. 

During  his  residence  in  Boston,  Mr.  Kelley  was  not  careless  of 
mental  imprt)vement,  although  he  pursued  his  business  with  steady 

industry.     He  read  pei-severingly,  and  sathcred  aj-nund  him  such  a 
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choice  collection  of  standard  literature  as  is  seldom  seen  in  the  humble 
apartment  of  a  mechanic.  Ilis  reading  was  well  selected,  while  an 
unusually  retentive  memory  cnal)!id  liim  to  ])rofit  by  it  in  a  greater 
degree  than  most  others.  N.t  did  his  i.oh'tieal  fervor* abate.  His 
entiiusiastic  attaelmient  U>  tlie  great  distinctive  ])rincip]es  of  Demo- 
cracy never  grew  cold  for  a  moment.  Much  of  liis  leisure  time  was 
devoted  to  political  and  historical  readiiig  and  the  details  of  party- 
organization.  It  was  now  that  his  peculiar  talent  as  a  public  speaker 
was  first  recognized.  His  style  may  have  been  crude  and  juvenile, 
but  was  fresli,  vigorous,  and  impetuons;  and  he  soon  became  a  favor- 
ite witii  the  masses  of  the  party.  In  the  Democratic  papers  of  tluxt 
day  ilis  name  occurs  frequently  in  association  with  those  of  Bancroft, 
Brownson,  and  A.  H.  Everett.  He  also  commenced  the  cultivation 
of  a  written  style,  with  enviable  success;  and,  even  while  in  the 
workshop,  his  name  appears  in  more  than  one  programme  of  lectures 
with  those  of  Channing  and  Emerson. 

The  following  testimonial  of  Mr.  Kelley,  while  in  Boston,  from  the 
pen  of  the  assistant  editor  of  Burritfs  Christian  Citizen,  will  be  in 
place  here : 

"  It  was  our  good  fortune,  when  an  apprentice-boy  in  Boston,  to 
enjoy  the  intimate  companionship  of  this  now  eminent  jurist  and 
philanthropist,  who  was  then  a  journeyman  mechanic,  devoting  his 
days  to  hard  manual  toil,  and  his  nights  to  the  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge. We  were  made  a  wiser  and  a  better  boy  through  the  influence 
of  his  instruction  and  example  ;  and  scores  of  young  men,  who  were 
then  our  companions,  but  who  are  now  scattered  all  over  the  country, 
from  Maine  to  Oregon,  can  say  the  same.  And  we  rejoice,  as  no 
doubt  they  do,  that  our  early  friend  now  occupies  a  position  which 
enables  him  to  impress  tlie  influence  of  his  noble  nature  upon  a  whole 
community,  and  carry  forward  his  plans  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
men,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  wise  and  good,  in  the  common- 
wealth which  shows  its  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  elevating  him  to 
one  of  its  most  important  and  responsible  trusts." 

Being  persuaded  by  his  nunier.ius  friends,  as  well  as  bv  his  own 
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inclination,  Mr.  Kelley  finivlly  resulved  to  aliandon  his  calling  for  tlie 
study  of  the  law,  and  with  that  view  returned  to  Philadeljdiia.  Here 
he  pursued  his  studies  with  characteristic  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  18il.  Entering  u]"in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  at  once  acquired  a  considerable  busi- 
ness. Meanwhile,  his  political  labors,  and  his  connection  with  nu- 
merous literary  and  philanthropic  associations,  gave  him  a  very  ex- 
tensive acquaintance.  Yery  few  men,  certainly,  were  acquainted 
with  so  many  of  his  fellow-citizens,  while  all  knew  him  in  some  con- 
nection creditable  to  himself  and  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in 
his  manliness,  integrity,  and  intelligence. 

Even  before  his  admission  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Kelley  took  a  warm  and 
active  part  in  the  politics  of  his  native  State.  Popular  as  a  speaker, 
his  influence  grew  stronger  every  day.  Possessing  unusual  gifts  as  a 
popular  orator,  the  warmth  and  energy  of  his  speeches  roused  and 
attracted  his  auditors,  so  that  his  a]ipearanee  on  the  stand  was  always 
loudly  called  for  and  enthusiastically  cheered.  He  enjoyed,  in  fad, 
at  this  period,  a  popularity  and  influence  seldom  attained  by  one  of 
his  age ;  and  when  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  in  referring  to 
his  efforts  to  allay  the  public  excitement  consequent  upon  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  in  1842,  spoke  of  him  as  the  "tribune  of  the 
people,"  certainly  no  other  man  in  Philadelphia  deserved  the  compli- 
ment as  well. 

Mr.  Kelley  rendered  efficient  aid  in  the  canvass  -which  resulted  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Polk  to  the  presidency ;  also  in  the  gubernatorial 
contest  which  preceded  in  Pennsylvania.  During  this  campaign  he 
traversed  the  State  in  company  with  Mr.  Shunk,  the  Democratic  can 
didate  for  Governor,  addressing  meetings  in  various  jslaces.  Whei'e- 
ever  he  was  heard,  his  practical  good  sense,  his  genuine  republican 
isrn,  and  his  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  for  which  he  was  battling,  were 
thought  to  have  excited  a  decided  influence  upon  the  ensuing  elcc 
tion,  which  made  Mr.  Shunk  Governor  of  the  State. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Kelley  was  deputed,  in  conjunction  with  an  associate, 

to  conduct  the  prosecutions  in  the  courts  of  the  city  and  county  of 
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Philadelpliia.  To  a  young  lawyer,  hardly  initiated  into  practice,  this 
was  a  commission  of  special  honor  as  well  as  responsibility;  nor  was 
the  latter  diminished  by  the  important  State  trials  arising  from  the 
riots  of  1845.  On  the  part  of  Mr.  Kelley,  as  well  as  his  colleague, 
these  prosecutions  were  conducted  with  skill,  fearlessness,  and  energy, 
wiiile  it  is  thought  to  be  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  firm  and  cap- 
able administration  of  justice  to  which  Mr.  Kelley "s  exertions  so  much 
contributed,  averted  a  threatened  civil  war. 

Among  the  last  acts  of  Governor  Shuuk's  administration  was  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Kelley  to  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  im]>ortant  trust  thus  im- 
posed upon  him,  he  united  to  tlie  industry  and  capacity  that  always 
characterized  him  a  sound  appreciation  of  the  moral  wants  of  the 
community,  and  an  untiring  energy  and  boldness  in  the  exercise  of 
liis  judicial  functions.  His  decisions  were  said  to  lie  stamped  not 
oidy  l)y  clearness  of  perception  and  vigor  of  reasoning,  but  by  a 
general  and  profound  acquaintance  with  tlie  literature  of  his  pro- 
fession, for  wliicli  even  his  friends  had  scarcely  given  hini  credit. 

Judge  Kelley's  elevation  to  the  bench,  while  it  removed  him,  of 
course,  fi-iiin  [lartieipatinn  in  ]iarty  politics,  did  not,  however,  deprive 
him  of  his  interest  in  public  movements  of  a  general  character.  In 
whatever  concerned  the  elevation  of  the  laboring  conunnnity  and  the 
development  of  the  rich  resources  of  his  native  State,  his  interest  re- 
mained deep  and  abiding.  His  eloquent  and  successful  appeals  in 
l^ehalf  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  his  exertions  for  the 
establishment  of  public  night-schools  in  Philadelphia,  for  those  whose 
daily  employment  would  have  otherwise  cut  them  off  from  all  means 
of  instruction— these  and  other  nobler  efforts  during  his  judgeship  are 
p.ot  forgotten. 

As  a  writer.  Judge  Kelley  has  evinced  no  mean  abilities,  and  is 
capable  of  wielding  the  eloquence  of  the  pen  as  well  as  that  of  tlio 
lips.  His  style  is  clear,  terse,  and  compressed,  and  his  thoughts 
CMiinentiy  rational  and  practical. 

I'or  our  sketch  of  Judge   Kelley,  as  tlius  far  jiresenfed,  we  are  in- 
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(icLted  substantially  to  an  article  in  the  '<  United  States  Magazine  and 
Democratic  Review  "  for  June,  1851,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Henry  S. 
Patterson.  Ntit  far  from  the  time  when  this  article  appeared.  Judge 
Kelley  united  in  a  decision  in  a  contested  election  case  by  which  a 
Democrat,  who  had  secured  a  fraudulent  return  of  votes,  was  ousted 
from  a  district-attorneyship,  and  the  Whig  candidate  was  placed  in 
the  ottice  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  The  judiciary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania having  become  elective,  and  the  Democratic  Nominating  Con 
vention  refusing  his  name  for  re-noniination,  the  people  took  him  up 
spontaneously,  and  re-elected  him  to  the  bench  by  a  majority  of  about 
10,000.  He  continued,  however,  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  until 
that  party  repealed  the  Missouri  Compromise. 

In  1856  Judge  Kelley  resigned  his  judgeship  and  accepted  a  Re- 
publican nomination  for  Congress.  He  made  a  vigorous  and  able 
canvass,  but  failed  of  an  election.  He  then  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  with  distinguished  success.  In  1860  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  was  the  Pennsylvania  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  one  from  each  State  to  infomi  Mr.  Lincoln 
of  his  nomination.  In  October  ensuing  he  was  elected  a  Represen- 
tative to  Congress,  wliicli  otHce,  by  successive  elections,  he  has  held 
to  the  present  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1867  Mr.  Kelley  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  and 
delivered  addresses  in  the  j)rincipal  cities.  "While  speaking  to  a  large 
assemblage  in  Mobile,  Alabama,  he  was  assailed  by  a  mob,  and 
narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

As  a  member  of  tlie  Committee  of  Way^  and  Means,  lie  has  par- 
ticipated largely  in  discussions  relating  to\Finance  and  Revenue. 
He  is  a  leading  advocate  of  a  Protective  Tariff,  and  has  made 
many  able  speeches  on  this  sui>joct.  So  numerous  have  they  been 
that  we  can  do  little  more  than  give  the  titles  of  some  of  the  more 
important,  such  as  "Protection  to  American  Labor,"  delivered  Jan- 
uary 31,  1866;  "Trade  with  P.ritisli  America,"  March  7,  1866; 
"Internal  Revenue,"  June  1,  18t'i">;  and  ''Farmers,  Mechanics, 
and   Laborers  need   Protection — ("aiJital  can  take  Care  of  Itself." 

In  this  last-mentioned  speech,  delivered  March  25,  1870,  he  main- 
ISO 


WILLIAM    n.    KEL  LEY.  7 

taiiic'd,  witli  imicli  learning  ami  lotcical  aliility,  tlie  ])i-(i]>()>iti(>iis 
that  ■'Protection  elienpens  Coininoditics ; "  that  the  ••Internal 
IJeveniie  System  is  Expensive  and  Inquisitorial,  and  should  be 
al)oli^lled  at  the  eiuliest  i)ossilile  day  ; "  that  "Free-Trade  means 
Low  Wages  and  Limited  Market  for  Grain;"  that  "Protective 
Duties  are  not  a  Tax;"  that  "  Englatul  is  a  hideous  Monopoly, 
and  Freo-Trade  sup])orts  it;"  that  *' Protectit)n  stimulates  Im- 
migration;" and  that  •"Skilled  Workmen  are  the  most  valuable 
Commodity  we  can  Import." 

In  1S72  Mr.  Keiley,  yielding  to  tlie  solicitations  of  many  ))er- 
80ns  in  various  sections  of  the  country,  published  a  volume  of 
"Speeches,  Addresses,  and  Letters  on  Industrial  and  Finaucial 
Questions."  In  the  introduction  to  this  volume  he  gives  a  history 
of  the  ])rocess  by  which  from  an  ardent  "  Free-Trader"  he  became 
a  "Protectionist."  He  says:  "My  youthful  judgment  was  capti- 
vated by  the  plausible  but  sophistical  generalities  by  which  cosmo- 
l)olitanism  or  free-trade  is  advocated,  and  my  faith  in  them  remained 
unshaken  till  events  involving  the  prostration  of  our  domestic  in- 
ilustry,  and  the  credit  not  only  of  citius  and  States,  but  of  the 
nation,  demonstrated  the  insufficiency  or  falsity  of  my  long  and 
dearly-cherished  theories." 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  and  Weights  and 
Measures,  Mr.  Kelley's  labors  were  of  great  value  to  the  country. 
Me  advocated  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  international  coinage,  of 
which  our  dollar  should  be  the  unit.  On  the  13th  of  April,  1870, 
he  delivered  a  speech  on  this  subject  in  vehich  he  gave  the  reasons 
why  America  should  lead  in  this  great  reform.  His  views  occa- 
sioned much  favorable  comment  in  Europe,  and  called  forth  a 
number  of  pani])hlets  in  foreign  languages.  Oil  the  9th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1872,  he  reported  in  the  House,  and  advocated  with  much 
ability,  a  bill  revising  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  mints,  army 
otKces,  and  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1872,  Mr,  Keiley  distingui.«lied  himself  by 
Contending  for  the  rights  of  the  minority  in  opijosition  to  the  report 
of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  by  which  "the  Enforcement  Act" 
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was  uttciii])ted  to  be  attached  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  passed, 
under  ]iarliainentary  usage,  whicli  would  prevent  dilatory  motions. 
He  maintained  that  this  was  in  violation  of  an  understanding  had 
with  members  of  the  minority.  With  great  force  and  eloquence 
he  maintained  ins  motion  to  recoinmit,  which  was  carried. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Cox  of  New  York,  Mr.  Kelley  delivered  an  im- 
promptu speech.  January  21,  1873,  which  was  printed  and  widely 
circulated  under  the  title,  "Shall  we  Build  or  Buy  our  Ships  and 
Steamers?"  This  was  a  most  eloquent  plea  for  American  com- 
merce, and  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  promoted. 

No  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  given  more 
careful  study  to  financial  questions  than  Mr.  Kellej'.  As  the  result 
of  this  study  he  proposed  in  the  Forty-third  Congress  a  bill  fixing 
the  volume  of  greenbacks  at,  $-400,000,000,  and  providing  that  the 
Government  shall  issue  convertiijle  bonds  payable,  principal  and 
interest,  in  currency.  He  advocated  this  measure  in  an  able  speech 
delivered  January  10,  1874,  in  which  he  asserted  that  our  sulier- 
ings  in  connection  with  tiie  recent  financial  crash  "  are  the  fruits 
of  unwise  and  nn])atriotic  legislation,  and  have  been  brought  upon 
us  by  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  creditor  class."  He  asserted 
that  liis  bill,  if  adopted,  would  "at  least  stay  the  hand  of  ruin,  and 
save  from  the  grasp  of  the  credit  and  bullion-mongers  some  few 
of  the  homes  of  the  working  people  of  the  country."  During  the 
same  session  of  Congress  Mr.  Kelley  delivered  several  other 
speeches  in  exposition  of  his  views  on  Finance  and  Currency,  the 
whole  constituting  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  series  of  speeches 
ever  delivered  in  the  American  Congress  on  these  subjects. 

In  March,  1870,  as  he  was  about  to  close  a  decade  of  service  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Kelley  addressed  a  letter  to  his 
constituents,  in  which  he  said:  "  If  the  acceptance  of  a  renomina- 
tio!i  is  to  be  understood  as  implying  a  willingness  on  my  part  to 
be  longer  regarded  as  an  employment  agent,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
decline  the  honor,  grateful  as  it  would  be  to  receive  it  freed  from 
this  ciindition."  After  making  certain  statements  and  suggestions, 
he  added  :  "  If  the  Ilepresentative  can  be  permitted  to  devote  his 
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time  to  tlie  study  of  the  important  questions  now  at  issue,  and  tlic 
support  of  the  sreat  interests  at  stake,  I  will  waive  all  personal 
objections,  and  gratefully  comply  with  your  refpiest  by  placing 
n)ysclf  in  your  hands  as  a  fandidato  for  renomination. 

The  Nominating  Convention  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  District 
indorsed  the  "  maidy  position "  assumed  by  Mr.  Kelley  in  this 
letter.  The  committee  appointed  to  tender  to  him  the  nomination 
for  the  sixth  time,  in  performing  this  duty  said :  "  In  making  you 
this  tender  we  frankly  confess  to  have  been  governed  by  seliish 
motives.  To  decline  it,  we  are  well  aware,  would  be  to  secure  to 
yourself  more  ease,  larger  remuneration  for  your  valuable  labors, 
as  well  as  exemption  from  a  thousand  perplexities  incident  to  your 
present  position,  but  for  your  constituents  it  would  be  an  irrepa- 
rable loss.  To  you  they  look,  as  heretofore,  for  the  successful 
defense  of  that  system  of  protection  to  American  industry  which 
has  made  your  district  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  country. 
.  .  .  Your  services  having  been  of  the  highest  value  in  the  past, 
they  will  be  more  so  in  the  immediate  future.  You  were  never  so 
well  qualiiied  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  before  us  as  now ; 
you  never  occupied  a  prouder  position  than  now ;  we  never  needed 
you  more  than  at  present." 

Mr.  Kelley  has  delivered  numerous  public  addresses  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  on  the  great  industrial  and  economic  questions 
of  the  day.  The  important  subjects  to  the  study  of  which  he  has 
devoted  so  many  years  have  no  more  able  and  successful  advocate. 
Mr.  Kelley  has  distinguished  ability  as  a  public  speaker.  He  has 
a  voice  of  remarkable  power,  a  distinct  enunciation,  and  a  manner 
deliberate  and  graceful.  He  speaks  as  one  deeply  impressed  with 
the  truth  of  what  he  says,  and  never  fails  to  command  profound 
attention. 
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riARLES  O'NEILL  was  born  in  Phihulelpliia,  March  21, 
^^  1821.  He  graduated  at  Dickinson  Coliecre  in  1840,  and 
entered  upon  the  profession  of  law,  which  he  practised  suc- 
cessfully in  his  native  city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Pennsylvania  in  1850,  1851  and  1852.  He  was  in 
1853  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1860  he  served  another 
term  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature.  In  1862  he  was  elected 
a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress, 
and  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-ninth,  Fortieth  and  Forty-fii'st  Con- 
gresses. From  the  beginning  of  his  service  in  Congress  he  was  a 
nicniher  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  more  recently  of  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Post-office  Department,  and  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims.  Speaking  on  a  bill  to  modify  the  warehousing 
system,  he  said:  "I  for  one,  representing  in  part  a  city  which  is 
largely  engaged  in  manufacturing,  say  I  want  to  stand  by  our  own 
niaiiufacturers  wherever  and  whenever  I  can.'' 

Sjieaking  on  the  Post-office  Appropriation  bill,  he  expressed  the 
following  liberal  views :  "  In  ray  opinion,  mail  facilities  ought  to  be 
enlarged  year  by  year  as  our  country  increases  and  extends,  and  that 
we  should  not  keep  our  minds  solely  upon  the  amount  of  expenditure, 
under  the  impression  that  we  must  economise  with  a  view  of  making 
the  service  pay  for  itself.  "What  we  want  is  cheap  postage,  frequent  and 
rapid  mail  communication  between  the  different  points  of  the  country, 
frequent  deliveries  of  mail  matter,  and  if  the  money  appropriated  is 
expended  judiciously  the  cost  to  the  Government  to  be  sure  must  be 
considered,  but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the  vast  accommodations  to 
business  interests  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land, 

which  can  be  greatly  improved  by  enlarged  postal  facilities." 
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l^AMUEL  J.   RANDALL  was  bom  in  riiiladelpliia,  ()ct„l)cr 
10,  1828.     He  received  a  coiiunoii  school  education,  and  was 
bred  a   merchant,   devoting  himself  to  mercantile   pursuits 
in  his  native  city.     He  was  four  years  a  member  of  the  city  coinicils 
of  Philadelphia.     In  1858  and  1859  lie  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania.     In  1862  he  was  elected  a  Representative 
from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  in  which  he  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds.    Reelected  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Congress,  he  served  on  the  Committees  on  Baidciiig  and 
Currency,  and  Expenditures  in  the  State  Department,  and  Retrench- 
ment.    He  was  re-elected  to  the  Fortieth  Congress,  during  which  he 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Banking  and  Currency,  Retrenchment, 
and  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.     Elected  as  a  Democrat, 
he  acted  constantly  with  his  party  friends  in  Congress.     Witlumt 
occupying  the  attention  of  tiie  House  with  long  speeches,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall indicated  his  constant  interest  in   pending  legislation    by  fre- 
quently participating   briefly  and   pointedly  in  discussions.     Twice 
during  the  Fortietii  Congress  he  was  called   upon   to  address  the 
House  upon  resolutions  rclatini^  to  the  death  of  colleagues.     He  spoke 
briefly  and  feelingly  in  eulogy  upon  Hon.  Charles  Denison  and  Hon. 
Darwin  A.  Finney,  tlie  latter  of  whom  he  characterized  as  his  "  warm 
friend,  although  of  difl'erent  political   opinions."     On  February  29, 
186S,  he  argued  that  President  Johnson  should  not  be  impeached  for 
the  violation  of  an   nuconstitutiotial    law.      He  favored   the  uraritiiig 
of  pecuniary  aid   to  the  destitute   in   the  South,  and  deprecated  the 
discharge  of  Government  employes  from  the  navy  yards  and   else- 
where during  the  winter  months. 
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Mr.  Randall  served  during  the  Forty-first  Congress  on  the  Cora- 
niittee  on  Elections,  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  Eetrenchment. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  1869,  after  Mr.  Mungen  had  delivered 
his  speech  on  Repudiation,  Mr.  Randall  briefly  expressed  his  views 
as  follows : 

In  tlie  time  allowed  me  it  is  hardly  possible  that  I  should  follow  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  in  all  his  sayings,  or  what  I  might  mildly  term  his  political 
heresies;  but  for  myself— and  I  think  I  can  speak  for  my  cimstitueuts— I  am 
utterly  opposed  to  repudiation.  But  the  moment  allowed  me  gives  me  the 
opportunity  to  remonstrate  against  the  enunciation  of  any  scheme  of  legislation 
which  I  believe  would  place  my  country  in  a  dishonest  attitude  before  the 
world.  Not  only  do  I  believe  that  we  should  pay  the  tlelit,  but  I  believe,  what 
is  of  vastly  more  importance,  that  the  country  has  the  ability,  the  disposition, 
^uitl  the  resources  to  pay  it. 

I  Jigree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  the  debt  was  negotiated  at  ruin- 
ous rates.  That  is  a  matter  of  just  criticism  against  the  party  who  tlien  con- 
trolled tlie  Government  and  made  the  negotiation.  But  as  regards  those  who 
hold  bonds  upim  which  is  stamped  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  country,  I  say 
repudiation  stands  in  no  other  light  except  the  light  of  dislionesty.  In  saying 
this  I  but  ri'peat  what  I  have  said  before  my  constituents.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
apprehend  lialf  the  danger  from  speeches  such  as  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  that  1  do  Irom  tlie  extravagance,  from  the  corruption,  from  the  undue  and 
unequal  taxaticra  whicli  has  been  placed  upon  the  statute-book  I)y  the  mnjority 
of  this  House.  I  have  avast  deal  more  apprehension  of  the  growth  of  the  spirit 
of  repudiation  from  that  cause.  Again,  the  same  thing  is  to  be  apprehended  when 
the  nuijority  stand  up  here  and  defend  one  of  the  most  crushing,  one  of  the 
most  wasteful  monopolies — the  banking  interest  of  this  country. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion  Mr.  Randall  gave  his  opinions  on  tiie 
Currency,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Randall  was  re-elected  by  large  majorities  to  the  Forty-second 
and  Fortj'-third  Congresses,  during  which  he  served  on  the  im]ior- 
tant  committees  on  Banking  and  Currency  and  tlie  Committee  on 
Post-offices  and  Post  Roads.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  opposition.  Fearless  in  debate,  incisive  in  his  utterances, 
and  unsparing  in  his  denunciation  of  men  and  measures  that  he 
opposed,  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 

of  the  minority. 
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^,^^^^  SEONARD  MYERS  was  born   November  13,  1827,  near 
I'Jy*^     Attleborough,  Bucks  County, Pennsylvania.    Tliere  the  first 

''^^'  *^"  ■''^^^'^  °*'  '"^  '''"'^  ^^''""'^  passed,  after  whicli  his  parents 
removed  to  Pliiladelpliia.  He  received  a  liberal  education 
and  studied  law.  He  became  a  frequent  coiitriliutor  of  articles  to 
tlie  magazines,  and  translated  several  works  from  the  Fiencii. 
Having  studied  law,  he  entered  upon  a  successful  practice  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  chosen  solicitor  of  two  municipal  districts  ;  and 
ujion  the  consolidation  of  the  city  under  one  municiijality,  in  1854, 
he  digested  the  ordinances  applicable  to  the  new  government  under 
authority  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Myers  was  among  the  first  to  identify  himself  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  In  1862  he  received  his  first  election  to  Congress 
from  the  Third  Pennsylvania  District,  and  has  since  been  five  times 
re-elected — -having  thus  had  a  continuous  service  of  twelve  years. 
Since  his  first  admission  to  the  House  Mr.  Myers  has  been  a  promi- 
nent and  active  Representative.  He  has  been  among  the  most 
efficient  in  procuring  legislation  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  city 
and  State.  At  the  same  time  he  has  taken  a  statesman's  interest 
in  all  those  measures  which  would  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
whole  county. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Patents,  Mr.  Myers  has  done 
much  to  benefit  inventors.  One  of  his  most  useful  labors  in  Contrress 
was  the  part  he  performed  in  the  revision  of  the  Patent  Code.  One 
section  of  the  bill  as  reported  required  the  payment  of  new  fees. 
This  feature  he  believed  to  be  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  inventors, 
and  succeeded  in  having  it  stricken  out.  Several  of  the  measures 
reported   and  advocated  by  iiim  for  the  benefit  of  the  inventive 
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t;il(!iit   of  tlio   coniitry  liave  attracted  the  favorable  notice   of  tlie 
scientific  world. 

Mr.  Myers  served  for  many  years  with  great  efficiency  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  He  advocated  the  pnr- 
chasc  and  annexation  of  Alaska  in  one  of  his  ablest  speeches. 

It  was  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflfiiirs  that  he  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  rendering  a 
si<i;nal  service  to  his  own  city,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  country,  by 
securing  and  announcing  officially  the  indorsement  by  the  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  of  the  bill  providing  for  celebrating  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  American  Independence  by  holding 
an  international  exhibition  in  Philadelphia.  Indeed,  this  great 
enterprise  for  promoting  American  reputation  and  international 
comity  has  had  no  more  active  and  faithful  advocate  than  Mr. 
Myers. 

He  has  consistently  advocated  a  judicious  tariff  for  protection  as 
well  as  for  revenue,  maintaining  that  such  a  measure  is  in  "  the  in- 
terest of  labor,  which  is  the  only  true  capital  of  this  country."  Ho 
was  prominent  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law,  after  three  years 
of  powerful  opposition,  securing  League  Island,  near  Philadelphia, 
as  a  navy  yard  and  naval  station  for  iron-clads. 

Mr.  Myers  has  delivered  many  able  and  eloquent  speeches  in  the 
House  to  wliich  not  even  an  allusion  can  be  made  in  so  brief  a 
sketch.  In  his  speech  delivered  in  March,  18C6,  on  "Tlie  Acceiit- 
ance  of  the  Results  of  the  War  the  True  Basis  of  Recoustruction," 
he  gave  utterance  to  views  which  were  accepted  by  the  Committee 
on  Reconstruction  and  embodied  in  their  report. 

The  oratory  of  Mr.  Myers  has  not  been  confined  to  the  halls  of 
Congress.  Among  his  important  addresses  elsewhere  may  be  men- 
tioned his  memorial  address  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  delivered  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  June,  1865,  which  attracted  much  attention,  and  was 
favorably  noticed  by  the  press  throughout  the  country.  He  is  a 
ready  speaker  and  an  effective  debater.  No  Representative  en- 
iraires  with  more  zeal  in  behalf  of  measures  wliich  lie  advocates,  and 

none  more  frerpiently  sees  his  efforts  crowned  with  success. 
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ALFRED    O.    HAHMER. 


|r  LFRED  C.  HAEMER  was  born  in  Germantown,  Pennsyl- 
^  vaiiia,  August  S,  1825.  He  is  what  is  usually  termed  a 
self-made  man,  ]iavinf>;  earned  his  way  to  lienor  and  for- 
tune by  liis  own  energies  without  material  or  influential  aid.  Be- 
fore lie  was  twenty  years  old,  he  liad  coininenced  liusincss  on  his 
own  acfoiiiit ;  and  a  few  years  sufficed  to  establish  liiiii  in  a  nourish- 
ing wholesale  trade  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  In  his  twenty- 
first  year,  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  public  schools.  After 
a  brief  term  of  service  in  the  school  board,  the  townshij)  of  Ger- 
mantown having  by  act  of  incoriioration  l)econie  a  borough,  lie 
was  chosen  by  the  popular  vote  a  memlv^r  of  the  new  town  council. 

In  1S55,  the  city  and  county  of  Phihulelpliia  were  consolidated  ; 
and  in  1S5G,  Mr.  Hanner  was  elected  to  represent  the  Twenty-second 
Ward,  which  included  tlie  place  of  his  birth,  in  the  popular  branch 
of  the  city  councils.  New  and  important  questions  necessarily 
arose  under  the  act  of  consolidation  ;  to  the  consideration  of  these 
he  brought  his  quick  powers  of  observation,  sound  judgment,  patient 
energy,  and  native  tact  and  a])titnde  for  business  aflairs.  The 
general  interests  of  the  now  widely-extended  municipality  foiml  in 
him  an  able  advocate  and  faithful  defender.  As  a  member  of  the 
council,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  local  railway  system  of  the 
city,  and  served  three  years  as  president  of  one  of  the  roatis. 
Subsequently,  the  city  having  an  interest  of  one  million  four 
liundred  thousand  dnjlars  in  the  stock  of  the  Nortli-Peiinsvivania 
Railroad,  the  two  brandies  of  the  council  elected  him  tliree  times  a 
(iiiector  of  tlie  company,  to  represent  the  investment. 

In  ISCU,  Mr.  Ilarmer  wa>  eiecrcd  licconlcr  of  Deeds  for  tlie  city 
of  Pliiladclphia.      Tbis  was  at  a  ]i('ri(i(l  of  -xcat   |ioiitical  confusion. 


2  A  L  F  K  E  b    C  .    II  A  ii  M  EH. 

For  the  city  offices  that  fall,  there  were  three  sets  of  candiilates  in 
tlic  field.  One  of  tliese  was  the  regular  Democratic  ;  another  was 
the  Native  American  ;  and  the  third  was  distinguished  as  the  Peo- 
ple's party,  which  included  some  of  all,  but  consisted  mainly  of  the 
old  line  \Vhi;j;  element.  At  the  head  of  the  ticket  of  this  l>arty  Mr. 
Ilarnier's  7iame  was  placed  for  the  most  lucrative  and  one  of  the 
most  responsihle  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  city.  The  canvass  was 
conducted  with  great  spirit  on  all  sides ;  and  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Mr.  Harmer  over  both  competitors  by  a  majority  of  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  although  the  Democratic 
gubernatorial  candidate,  and  State  ticket,  received  in  the  city  a 
majority  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six.  The  duties  of  this 
office  he  discharged  with  sound  judgment  and  the  strictest  fidelity. 
His  position  as  recorder  enabled  him,  during  the  Rebellion,  to  bring 
to  the  cause  of  the  country  a  potential  influence  in  the  cit_y  that  had 
honored  him  with  that  important  trust.  He  was  appointed,  by  the 
general  committee  of  the  city,  to  raise  funds  in  his  own  ward, 
where,  for  that  ])Ui-pose,  he  organized  a  special  committee,  con- 
tributing meanwhile  largely  himself,  and  exerting  his  utmost  euer- 
iries  in  raising  contributions  from  others. 

Ill  the  summer  of  1870  Mr.  Harmer  received  the  nomination  for 
C;ngress  in  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  District,  comprising  Bucks 
County  and  three  wards  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  district, 
as  divided  between  political  parties,  is  an  exceedingly  close  one. 
Dissensions  also  existed  in  the  Republican  ranks,  growing  out  of 
local  issues.  In  view  of  these  facts,  some  of  the  best-informed 
mend)ers  of  the  party  beyond  the  district,  and  even  many  within 
its  limits,  accepted  his  defeat  as  a  foregone  conclusion.  But  they 
imderrated  the  political  resources  which  the  candidate  possessed 
personally,  and  his  great  strength  in  the  district  at  large,  especially 
among  the  labeling  classes;  and  the  result  was  his  election  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by 
a  majority  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tliree  votes.  He 
sei'ved  o\\  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures,  and 

the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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JAMES    S.   BIERY. 


^^^^  AMES  S.  BIERY  was  born  in  Venango  Connty,  Penn- 
(l^  sylvania,  March  2,  1839.  He  received  an  academic  educa- 
^^^i'  '^'""'  '"'^  taniijlit  school  several  years.  He  studied  tlieolosiy 
two  and  a  halt  years,  and  was  licensed  as  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch.  He  afterward  studied  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1808,  since  which  time  he  has  con- 
tinued to  ]iractice  law. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Ilci>ublican,  and  was  tlie  candidate  of  his 
party  in  Lehigh  County  for  the  lower  house  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  running  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket.  In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  the  Forty-third  Congress  in 
a  Democratic  district,  and  aided  by  a  division  in  the  opposing 
party,  who  divided  their  votes  between  two  candidates,  he  was 
elected.  It  was  in  allusion  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his 
election  that  Mr.  Cox,  of  New  York,  called  him  "  an  accidental 
member."  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  His 
first  formal  speech  in  the  House  was  delivered  January  23,  1874, 
on  the  "National  Finances."  He  maintained  that  '"the  vol- 
ume of  the  circulating  medium,  in  use  in  the  business  of  the 
country,  as  it  now  stands,  is  insutficient.  In  other  words,  that 
part  of  the  currency  which  actually  circulates  must  be  increased, 
in  order  to  give  prosperity  to  the  industries  of  the  country." 
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HIESTEE    OLYMEE. 


^TESTER  CLYMER  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.     His  an- 
cestors have  been   long  prominent  in  the  State,  and  the 
f^   /Z^   name  of  one  of  them  is  appended  to  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence.    Young  Clymer  received  a  good  education, 
studied   law,    and    established    himself  in   successful    practice   in 
Reading. 

He  early  took  a  deep  interest  in  politics  as  a  Democrat.  As  he 
was  a  young  man  of  decided  talent,  and  Berks  County,  in  wliich  lie 
lived,  was  one  of  the  strongholds  of  Democracy,  he  did  not  fail  of 
early  political  recognition  and  advancement.  He  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  served  several  years  in  the 
State  Senate,  receiving  all  the  time  the  most  flattering  evidences  of 
popular  approval  of  his  course  as  a  legislator. 

He  for  a  long-  time  declined  nominations  for  Congress,  which 
were  urged  upon  him,  preferring  to  remain  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. At  length,  however,  in  1872,  he  consented  to  be  a  candidate 
for  Representative  to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  and  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  six  thousand  and  seventj'-one  votes.  He  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Librarv.  No  one  of  the  newly-admitted  members  on  the  side  of 
the  minority  took  a  more  influential  and  able  part  in  the  debates 
and  proceedings  of  tlie  Forty-second  Congress  than  Mr.  Clymer. 
He  participated  in  several  important  discussions,  in  which  he  exhib- 
ited much  ability  as  a  speaker  and  rare  skill  in  debate. 
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WASHINGTON    TOVVNSEND. 


I'f  ?ASHINGTON  TOWNSEND  was  horn  in  West  Ches- 
t(M-,  Pennsylvania,  January  20,  1813.  He  received  an 
academical  education  at  the  West  Chester  Academy  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  veteran  teacher  of  youth,  Jonathan 
Ganse.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  appointed  book-keeper  in  the 
bank  of  Chester  County  at  West  Chester,  and  remained  in  that 
institution  as  book-keeper  and  teller  until  18-lJ:.  While  occupy- 
ing the  position  of  teller  in  the  bank  he  devoted  his  leisure 
hours  to  the  study  of  the  law  under  the  instruction  of  William 
Darlington,  Esq.,  then,  as  now,  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Chester  County  bar. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  admitted  to  that  bar  in  1844.  and  pursued 
the  practice  of  the  law  until  1849.  During  that  time  he  Was 
Deputy  Attorney  under  Attorneys  General  Darragh  and  Cooper, 
and  occupied  that  office  in  1849,  when  he  witiidrew  from  tlie  legal 
profession  to  accept  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Chester 
County,  which  had  become  racant  by  the  resignation  of  the  incum- 
bent. He  fulfilled  the  duties  of  that  office  from  1849  to  1857,  when 
he  resigned  his  position  because  of  impaired  health,  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  the  law,  in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  a  Whig  of  the  Henry  Clay  school  during  the 
existence  of  the  old  Whig  party,  and  has  been  a  Republican  ever 
since  the  latter  party  was  formed.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Baltimore  National  Whig  Convention  of  1852,  and  favored  the 
nomination  of  General  Scott  for  the  Presidency,  and  was  also  a 
delegate  to  the  Chicago  National  Republican  Convention  of  18C0, 
and  voted  for  the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  that  office, 
and  labored  for  his  first  and  second  elections.     He  was  an  earnest 
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and  ardent  supporter  of  his  .administration,  and  an  uncompromising 
oi)ponent  of  the  Rebellion. 

In  1868  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to 
the  Forty-first  Congress  as  a  Republican,  and  was  re-elected  to  the 
Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses,  receiving  in  the  last  in- 
stance a  majority  of  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  votes. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor, 
and  believing  that  the  continued  existence  of  I'epublics  depends 
upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  jjeople,  he  sujiportcd  the 
Bureau  of  Education,  and  advocated  sufficient  appropriations  to 
make  it  an  efficient  instrument  to  aid  all  parts  of  the  country  that 
seek  infortnation  as  to  the  best  means  of  rendering  their  educa- 
tional systems  available  for  the  general  enlightenment  of  the 
people. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  homestead  principle,  whereby  every  head  of  a  family  could 
get  a  home  gratis  on  the  prairies  of  the  West,  and  in  favor  of  the 
law  giving  public  lands  to  the  loyal  soldiers  in  the  late  Rebellion, 
with  no  more  i-estrictions  on  their  ability  to  perfect  a  title  than 
might  be  necessary  to  protect  them  from  the  rapacity  of  speculat- 
ors. As  to  grants  of  public  lands  to  railroads,  he  favored  the 
legislation  in  aid  of  the  two  great  Northern  and  Southern  trans- 
continental  railroads  as  affording  a  judicious  and  necessary  aid 
toward  procuring  great  competing  thoroughfares  to  the  Pacific, 
and  opening  out  the  territories  to  an  early  settlement,  but  believed 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  further  grants  to  railroads  should 
cease  for  a  time,  or  be  made  only  in  exceptional  cases,  on  good 
grounds,  in  limited  quantities,  so  that  the  public  domain  should 
remain  as  a  perpetual  fund  on  which  the  landless  citizen  could 
draw  for  a  comfortable  home  at  no  greater  expense  than  the  office 
fees.  lie  advocated  the  doctrine  that  in  raising  revenue  from  im 
ports  the  duties  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  protect  the  industry  of 
the  American  laborer  against  the  competition  of  the  low-priced 
capital  and  cheap  labor  of  Eui'ope,  and  at  the  same  time  impose  no 
unnecessarv  bnrdrns  upon  the  consumer  of  foreign  products. 
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ABR/VHAM    HERR    SMITH. 


I^'^BRAIIAM  HERR  SMITH  was  born  in  Manor  Tnwnsliip, 
Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  7,  1815.  His  an- 
-•^HaJ  cestors  were  Swiss,  who  left  tlieir  native  hxnd  on  account 
of  the  religious  persecutions  which  followed  the  revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  after  remaining  a  few  years  in  Hol- 
land emigrated,  in  the  second  decade  of  the  eighteentii  century,  to 
Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  many  of  their  descendants 
ciintinue  to  reside  and  exhibit  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  life 
wliich  their  progenitors  brought  from  their  native  valleys. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lost  both  his  parents  when  quite  young, 
and,  with  an  only  sister,  was  left  to  the  protection  and  guardianship 
of  a  paternal  uncle,  who  devoted  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  their 
proper  education.  Mr.  Smith  was  from  early  life  a  close  student 
and  an  omniverous  reader,  and  even  in  bis  youth  became  distin- 
guished botli  as  an  essayist,  and  as  a  ready,  fluent,  and  forcible 
speaker.  Many  of  his  school  essays  found  their  way  into  the  news- 
papers of  the  day,  and  attracted  much  attention  on  account  of  their 
originality  of  thought  and  strength  and  elegance  of  diction. 

In  1840  he  graduated  at  Dickinson  College,  and  immediately 
thereafter  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  ofhce  of  the  late 
John  R.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  one  of  Lancaster's  most  distinguished 
sons.  In  the  fall  of  1842  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  a 
short  time  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law.  He  brouglit  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  a  mind  well  stored  with  general  knowl- 
edge as  well  as  legal  lore,  strong  common  sense,  a  wcll-balancni 
judgment,  a  ready  pen,  and  a  rhetoric  precise,  clear,  and  forcible. 
With  these  accomplishments,  added  to  attractive  manners  and  ad- 
dress, he  soon  rose  toihe  highest  rank  in  his  profession. 

From  early  life   he  gave   much  attention  to  politics.     The  Whior 
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party  was  organized  while  he  was  a  boy,  and  its  principles  find 
men  had  for  him  a  magnetic  attraction.  He  espoused  its  cause  in 
liis  youth  with  his  pen,  and  in  liis  riper  years  both  as  a  writer  and 
an  orator.  While  he  was  yet  too  young  even  to  be  a  member  of 
liis  party  he  was  far  in  advance  of  it;  for  he  was  an  abolitionist 
before  the  abolition  of  slavery  became  a  political  tenet.  During 
his  academic  course,  before  he  entered  college  he  wrote  an  address 
for  an  exhibition  exercise  so  strongly  antislavery  in  its  views  that 
the  teachers  refused  to  permit  its  delivery.  At  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Whig  party,  in  1856,  he  therefore  veiT  naturally  became  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Republicanism,  the  principles  nf  whicli  were 
more  in  accord  with  his  views  than  tluise  of  the  extinct  party. 

Ill  1S43  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  re-elected  the  siibseipient  yeai'.  In  184.5 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  where  he  served  the  term  nf  three  I 

years.     From  his  first  entry  into  the  lower  House  to  the  close  of  his  [ 

career  as   a   Senator,  he  was   a  leading   member  of  the  respective  j 

Houses.  To  a  conscientious  regard  for  his  duties  he  added  intelli- 
gence, industry,  and  perseverance.  He  was,  therefore,  thoroughly 
familiar  with  everj'  subject  that  was  brought  before  the  Legislature 
while  he  was  a  member.  A.s  a  legislator,  he  scorned  the  compara- 
tively modern  doctrine  of  expediency.  With  him  the  question 
was,  Is  the  measure  right?  If  right,  it  obtained  his  unqualified 
support ;  if  wi-ong,  whether  expedient  or  otherwise,  heop|K)?i'd  to  it 
all  his  talents  and  energies.  His  legislative  career  was  a  pei-fect 
exemplification  of  the  original  idea  of  the  duties  of  a  legislatur. 

Since  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial  career  lie  has  devoted  liim- 
self  assiduously  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  always,  however, 
lending  a  quick  ear  to  the  battle  cry  of  his  party.  During  the 
campaiirns  the  duties  of  his  profession  were  set  aside  for  those  of 
the  pai'tisan,  and  all  his  best  energies  wen;  given  to  the  election  of 
the  party  nominee.  For  his  strict  integrity  and  devotion  to  the 
supjxirt  of  their  principles  the  Uepublii-aiis  of  the  county  of  L;in- 
caster.  comprising  the  Ninth  District  ot'  l'ennsylv;uii;i,  clectc(l  him 
their  Representative  in  the  Forty-third  (Congress. 


JOH^    B.    STORM. 


■^'OHN  B.  STORM  was  bom  in  Monroe  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  19,  1838.  At  an  early  age  he  showed 
great  fondness  for  books.  The  few  that  he  could  get 
were  read  and  re-read  until  he  could  repeat  the  contents 
tVdin  memory.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  his  father, 
retii-ing  from  the  occupation  of  farmhig,  gave  Inni  permission  to 
adopt  whatever  calling  he  desired,  lie  first  applied  himself  to 
learn  the  trade  of  carriage-making,  but,  owing  to  ill-health  and 
dislike  for  this  business,  he  soon  abandoned  it.  He  made  an  ar- 
rangement with  a  friend  bv  which  he  was  enabled  to  borrow 
money  enough  to  seud  him  to  school  during  the  summer.  In  the 
winter  he  taught  school  and  paid  the  debt.  By  teaehiTig  he  was 
able  in  a  few  years  to  prepare  himSelf  to  enter  the  Junior  Cla^-s 
of  Dickinson  College.  Graduating  in  1861,  he  at  once  entered 
upon  the  study  of  tlie  law,  and  in  1803  was  admitted  to  practice. 

He  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  for  Mun- 
roe  County  in  1862,  was  elected  to  the  same  position  in  1863,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  Repre-^entative 
from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  as  a  Democrat, 
receiving  twelve  thousand  iive  hundred  and  fifty-four  votes,  against 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  for  two  opposing 
candidates.  In  1872  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress 
by  six  thousand  two  hundred  und  thirty-nine  majority.  IJe  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  and  the  Comnnttee  on 
the  Militia. 

During  his  service  in  Congress  he  uniformly  appeared  on  the 
record,  by  his  speeches  and  votes,  as  the  friend  of  the  laboring 
classes,  and  the  opponent  of  all  favors  to  monopolies. 
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^OHN  W.  KILLINGEE,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  September  18,  1825.  He  graduated  at  Marsliall 
Colleire,  Pennsylvania,  in  lSi3.  He  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  tli«  bar  in  January,  18-46.  He  was  soon  after 
chosen  Pi-oseeuting-Attorney  for  Lebanon  County,  and  served  nuiil 
18-19.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  which  he  served  for  the  sessions  of  1850  and  1851.  He 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1854,  and  served  tliree  years. 

He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Tiiirty-si.xth  Congress,  in  which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Public  E.xpenditures.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh 
Congress,  in  wliich  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Mileage,  and 
as  Cliairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Post-Offico 
Department.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  Assessor  of  Interna!  Rev- 
enue for  the  Tenth  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1870  Mr.  Killinger  again  appeared  before  the  people  as  a  Re- 
publican candidate  for  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
six  hundred  and  thirty  votes.  In  the  Forty-second  Congress  he 
served  on  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  and  the  Committee 
on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States.  He  was  re-elected 
ti)  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  majority  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy  votes,  and  served  on  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Hnildings  and  Grounds. 
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LAZARUS  D.   SHOEMAKER 


#! 


ITE  paternal  ancestors  of  Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker  came 
oritrinally  from  Holland  to  England,  and  thence  to  Ame- 
■ica,  and  settled  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware.  Benja- 
iiin  Shoemaker,  his  great-grandfather,  was  one  of  the  tirst 
white  men  who  settled  in  Wvoniitig  valley,  Luzerne  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, 17fi3,  but,  after  the  tirst  massacre,  returned  to  the  Dela- 
ware, where  he  again  united  witli  emigrants  from  ( '(innecticut,  and 
finally,  with  them,  made  a  j)ermanent  settlement  on  tlie  Susquehan- 
na, under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Connecticut  Susquehanna  Land  Com- 
pany. Lieutenant  Elijah  Shoemaker,  the  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
killed  at  the  second  massacre  of  Wyoming,  July  3d,  1778.  The 
incidents  connected  with  liis  deatii,  as  related  in  the  "  Annals  of 
Luzerne  County,"  are  as  follows:  "  The  whites  flying,  jiursued  by 
the  barbarous  Senecas  and  tories,  rushed  headlong  into  the  river. 
Elijah  Slioemaker,  unal)le  to  swim,  was  wading  in  the  watei",  when 
Windecker,  a  tory,  called  to  him,  'Come  out!  I  will  protect  you.' 
The  confiding,  generous-hearted  man,  whose  hospitality  Windecker 
had  often  shared,  approached  the  shore,  when  this  fiend  in  human 
shape,  reaching  with  one  hand  as  if  to  aid  him,  with  the  other  dashed 
out  his  brains  with  a  hatchet ;  and  the  lifeless  body  of  Shoemaker, 
falling  back,  floated  down  the  turbulent  stream."  Elijah  Shoemaker, 
Ji-.,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  became  possessor  of  a 
large  estate  in  Wyoming,  and  being  united  in  matrimony  with 
Elizabeth  Denison,  who  was  born  March  7th,  1777,  and  Was  the  de- 
scendant of  a  \<<\a\  family,  their  union  resulted  in  the  birtii  of  six 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker  was  the 
youngest  son.  Colonel  Nathan  Denison,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Shoemaker,  was  a  native  of  New-England,  and  married  Eli- 
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zabetli  Sill  in  lT<iO.  The  knot  was  tit_Ml  in  ii  lo^-c-ahin  witliin  what 
are  the  ]ii-eseiit  limits  nf  the  city  of  "WilkesbaiTe,  it  l>eing  the  first 
iiiarriaj^e  that  took  phicc  in  Wyomiiii;;  valley;  and  Lazarus  Denison, 
tlie  father  of  the  late  Hun.  Charles  Denison,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Tliirty-sevcntli,  Thirty -eighth,  and  Thirty-ninth  Congresses,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  "Wyoming. 

Lazarns  D.  Shoemaker,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Kingston,  AVyoming  valley,  November  5th,  ]819,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Nazareth  Hall,  Pennsylvania,  and  .at  the  Gambier  Gram- 
mar-School,  Ohio;  graduated  at  Yale  with  high  honors  in  1840; 
studied  and  pi-acticed  law  at  Wilkesbarre ;  and  in  1865  was  elected 
to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the 
district  being  strongly  Democratic ;  yet  Mr.  Shoemaker,  by  his  po- 
pularity, overcame  all  opposition,  and  was  returned  by  about  two 
hundred  majority. 

During  his  entire  term  of  three  years  in  the  Senate,  he  served  on 
the  (xeneral  Judiciary  Committee,  the  last  two  as  chairman.  Among 
the  measures  which  he  introduced  and  advocated,  was  an  "  act  for 
the  better  and  more  impartial  selection  of  persons  to  serve  as  jurors 
in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  commonwealth."  This  law  secures 
for  each  county  a  commissioner  to  each  one  of  the  two  great  poli- 
tical parties,  who,  with  the  judge  of  the  district,  select  all  the  jurors. 
Under  this  law,  the  character  of  the  jury  has  greatly  improved,  as 
each  commissioner,  for  the  credit  of  his  party,  strives  to  bring  for- 
Mar.l  the  men  who  stand  highest  fur  honesty  and  integrity.  The 
intelligent  and  honest  jurors  aTid  the  upriglit  judges  which  the  peo- 
ple elect  have  given  Pennsylvania  a  high  character  for  the  inapartial 
administration  of  justice.  Another  act  which  he  earnestly  advo- 
cated is  known  as  the  registry  law,  designed  to  prevent  illegal  vot- 
ing. This  law  is  believed  to  add  materially  in  promoting  the  purity 
of  the  ballot,  and  is  sustained  by  the  honest  men  of  all  parties. 

The  marked  ability  and  fidelity  exhiliited  during  his  senatorial 
tei-ni  were  appreciated  by  the  jjeople,  and  m  October,  1870,  Mr. 
Shoenuiker  was  elected  to  the  Forty-second  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  large  majority  over  a  prominent  Democratic  lawyer. 
He  was  re-elected  to  tlie  Fortv-thinl  Congress. 


JAMES   D.    STRAWBRIDGE. 


;.jj  <  AMES  D.  STRAWBRIDGE  was  born  in  Montour  (then 
Columbia)  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  Y,  1824.  His 
father  was  a  tanner — the  first  who  carried  on  that  business 
between  the  forks  of  the  Susquehanna.  His  grandfather, 
Thomas  Strawbridge,  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Dale,  were  both  members  of  the 
Governor's  Council  at  the  same  time,  just  prior  to  the  ado]ition  of 
the  State  Constitution.  The  latter  was  for  several  years  a  member 
of  the  State  Legislature. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the 
Danville  Academy.  In  1841  he  entered  Pririceton  College,  and 
graduated  in  1844.  He  immediately  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  as  a  student  of  Dr.  William  Pepper,  and  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1847.  He  immediately  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Danville,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
very  successful,  taking  high  rank  in  his  profession.  In  skill  and 
reputation  as  a  surgeon  he  was  surpassed  by  few  of  his  profession 
in  the  country. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  his  services  were  offered  to 
the  Government.  He  was  surgeon  of  the  Seventy-second  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  at  its  organization.  In  September,  1861,  he  was 
ai>pointcd  brigade  surgeon,  and  was  oi-dered  to  report  to  General 
Rosecransin  West  Virginia.  He  was  assigned  to  the  staiFof  Gen. 
J.  J.  Reynolds  as  division  surgeon,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
De(-eiiiber,  18(51.  He  was  then  stationed  in  the  General  Hospital 
at  Whceh"ng,  where  he  served  until  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Hallock  at  St.  Louis,  by  whom  he  was  appointed  Medical  Director 
of  the  Army  of  the  South-west,  on  the  staff  of  General  Curtis.  He 
took  charge  of  the  sick   and  wounded  at   the  battle  ot   Pea  Ridi^i', 
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and  transported  them  to  St.  Louis.  He  was  again  assigned  to  tliu 
staff  of  General  Eosecrans,  as  Medical  Director  in  the  Army  of 
the  Mississippi.  In  August,  1862,  he  was  assigned  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  General  Hospital  at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  in  charge  of 
which  he  remained  until  sent  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  to  superin- 
tend the  construction  of  a  boat  for  a  receiving  hospital.  He  took 
the  boat  to  Vicksburgh,  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  until  the  sur- 
render of  the  city.  He  was  then  appointed  to  the  duty  of  dis- 
charging soldiers,  in  which  he  continued  until  August  14,  when,  his 
health  being  impaired,  he  was  ordered  home  by  General  Grant. 
With  health  restored,  he  returned  to  active  duty  in  November, 
1863,  serving  in  the  Provost-marshal  General's  Department  in  Phil- 
adelphia. In  May,  1864,  he  reported  to  General  Butler  at  Ber- 
muda Hundred,  and  served  as  Medical  Director  of  the  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps  until  October  27,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  within 
six  miles  of  Riclanond.  After  a  conlineinent  of  about  three 
months  in  Libby  Prison  he  was  exchanged,  and  then  served  as 
President  of  a  medical  board  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Soon 
after  the  return  of  peace  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  politics  Dr.  Strawbridge  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  after  the 
breaking  up  of  that  party  he  became  a  Republican.  Although 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  exerting  much  influence 
in  politics,  he  was  never  a  politician.  He  was  never  a  candidate 
for  office  until  he  was  nominated,  M'ithout  solicitation  on  his  part, 
for  Representative  in  the  Forty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  position  he  was  elected  by  a  raajoi'ity  of  nearly  one  thou- 
sand votes.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Reform  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  United  States. 
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^^^OHN  B.  PACKER  was  born  in  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania, 
^M    March  21,   1S24:.     He  received  an    academical    education 
^^   and  studied  law.     He  waa  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  place, 
which  continues  to  be  his  residence.     He  was  District  Attorney 
from  1845  to  1847.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1850  and  1851.     He  was  elected  a  Representative  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Forty-first  Congress  as  a  Republican,  receiv- 
ing a  majority  of  two  thousand  six  hundred   and   ninety-six  votes. 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses,  in 
tlie  last  instance  by  a  majority  almost  double  that  of  bis  first  election. 
In  the  Forty-first  Congress  Mr.  Packer  served  on  the  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency,  and  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in 
the   Interior  Department.     He  seldom   occupied  the  time  of  the 
House  with  remarks  ;  he,  however,  made  speeches  on  the  Currency 
Bill  and  on  the  Tariff,     He  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon 
pig  iron  as  "  an  abandonment  of  the  general  principle  recognized 
in  the  preparation  of  the  bill."     He  characterized  it  as  "  a  most 
I  unwise  and  injudicious  withdrawal  of  the  fostering  care  of  the  Gov- 

!  erutnent  from  one  of  the  great  industrial  interests  of  the  country, 

!  toward  which,  in  the  present  state  of  the  trade  itself,  and  in  view 

I  of  tl»e   ijcculiar  condition   of  our  financial  affairs,  sound  and  en- 

j  lightened  policy  would  dictate  an  extension  of  increased  protection 

and  more  liberal  encouragement,  rather  than  a  desertion  to  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  direct  and  unjust  competition  with  the 
productions  of  the  cheap  and  poorly-paid  labor  of  Europe."' 

In  the  third  session  Mr.  Packer  introduced  a  bill  to  ])hice  tea 
jmd  coffee  upon  the  free  list,  and  to  increase  the  duties  upon   pig 

and  sera  11  iron. 
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^^OHN   A.    MAGEE    was    born   in    Landisburgh,    Perry 


County,  Pennsylvania,  October  14,  1827.  His  fatliei', 
Alexander  Magee,  was  of  Irish  origin.  He  was  tlie  pioneer 
editor  in  that  part  of  Pennsylvania,  establishing  in  1820 
the  "  Perry  Forester,"  which  became  a  leading  and  influential  Dem- 
ocratic journal  of  that  day.  By  his  death,  and  the  consequent  dis- 
continuance of  his  paper,  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  in 
his  early  youth  thrown  wholly  upon  his  own  resources.  He  de- 
termined to  adopt  Ills  father's  profession,  and  went  as  an  apprentice 
into  a  printing-oiBce.  After  having  mastered  the  typographical 
art  he  worked  for  many  j'ears  as  a  journeyman,  a  portion  of  the 
tiiDC  in  Washington  city.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  became 
editor  and  propi'ietor  of  the  "  Perry  County  Democrat,"  and  still 
sustains  that  relation. 

In  1857  he  married  Miss  M.  H.  Ramsey,  a  niece  of  Sam- 
uel Ramsey,  Principal  of  the  Bloomfield  Academy,  where  he  liad 
acquired  his  education.  He  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics, 
and  has  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  most  of  the  Democratic 
State  Conventions.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1863,  and  was  a  delegate  to  tlie  Democratic  National 
Convention  at  New  York  in  1868.  He  was  elected  a  Representa- 
tive from  Pennsylvania  in  the  Fortj'-third  Congress  by  about  two 
thousand  majority.  He  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  Naval  Expenditures. 
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^y^'^Oim  CESSNA  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsyl- 
^^  vania,  June  29,  1821.  Graduatino;  at  Marshall  College, 
^J^''-'/  Mi^rcersburg,  in  184:2,  he  was  afterwards  tutor  in  that  insti- 
tution. He  then  studied  law,  and  came  to  the  bar  in  1845. 
In  1851,  1852,  1862,  and  1863  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Legislature,  and  during  two  of  these  years  he  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
vention in  1856,  of  the  Charleston  and  Baltimore  Conventions  in 
1860,  and  of  the  Chicago  Convention  in  1868.  In  1865  he  was 
chosen  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Convention,  and,  on 
motion  of  Hon.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee.  In  1868  he  was  elected,  as  a 
Republican,  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Forty-first 
Congress, 

On  taking  his  seat  Mr.  Cessna  was  assigned  to  the  Committees 
on  Elections  and  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department,  lie  in- 
dulged in  few  extended  speeches  on  any  of  the  great  topics  of 
legislation  considered  in  this  Congress.  The  tnost  of  his  addresses 
to  the  House  were  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
and  concerning  the  claims  of  parties  contesting  for  seats  in  that 
body.  Of  course  the  details  belonging  to  this  class  of  cases  were 
hardly  of  a  character  to  call  into  exercise  any  speeches  or  remarks 
that  would  attract  the  interest  or  attention  of  general  readers. 

As  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  Forty-second  Congress  Mr. 

Cessna  was  defeated  by  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  who  received  a 

maiority  of  fourteen  votes.     Mr.  Cessna  was  renominated  for  the 

Fortv-third  Congress,  and  was  elected  over  the  same  competitor  by 

a  majority  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixteen   votes.     In 

the  Forty-third  Congress   Mr.  Cessna  served  on  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary. 
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^1^3'    OBIESKI  ROSS  was  born  in  Coudersport,  Pennsylvania, 
^O)      May  16,  1828.     He  was  educated  as  a  surveyor  and  civil 
ii>J       engineer,  but  lias  been  for  many  j'ears  a  practical  agricul- 
turist.    He  has  been  engaged  for  some  years  past  in  set- 
tling a  large  body  of  land   in  several  of  the  northern  counties  of 
Pennsylvania. 

He  entered  actively  into  politics  as  a  Republican  at  an  early 
period  in  the  history  of  that'party.  In  1872  he  was  nominated  for 
Congress  in  the  Eighteenth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
elected  l)y  a  majority  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
votes  over  Hon.  Henry  Shenvood,  who  was  a  Representative  in 
the  Forty-second  Congress.  Mr.  Ross  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  and  took  special  pains  to  foster  and  promote  that 
great  dominating  interest  in  this  country. 
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E.  MILTON    SPEER. 


''^W  MILTON  SPEER  was  born  in  the  village  of  0as3ville, 
•  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsj'lvania,  September  8,  1S.'?S. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  near  Belfast.  They  both  died  about  eighteen  years 
ago ;  his  mother,  in  tlie  fall  of  1851,  and  his  father,  in  the  fall  of 
1852. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  Afr.  Speer  entered  the  seminary  of 
Cassville,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  the  fall  of  1856.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1S56-7,  he  taught  school  in  Cassville,  and  in  May, 
1857,  Went  to  Huntingdon,  and  entered  as  a  student  the  law-office 
of  Wilson  &  Petrikin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  law 
in  Novemlier,  1859.  Prior  to  being  adraittedto  "the  ■bai',  he  taught 
eiglit  months''  school  in  the  mountain  districts  of  Blair  County.  In 
April,  1860,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  opening  an 
office  in  Huntingdon,  where  he  has  since  remained,  building  up  a 
largo  and  remunerative  practice.  He  is  at  present  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Speer  &  McMurtrie.  He  was  married  in 
April,  1864,  to  a  daughter  of  "William  E.  McMurtrie,  Esq. 

He  has  never  held  any  civil  or  military  office,  other  than  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Clerk  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Harris- 
burg,  during  the  session  of  1863.  He  was  a  private  soldier  in  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  during  the  Chambersburg  campaign.  He  was 
editor  of  the  "  Hxmtingdon  Union,"  the  Democratic  organ  of  Hunt- 
ingdon County,  from  August,  1859,  to  January,  1861. 

Mr.  Speer  was  decidedly  averse  to  entering  the  political  arena, 
especially  as  an  aspirant  for  congressional  honors ;  but  finally 
yielded  to  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  and  became  a  candidate 
for  Representative  from  the  Seventeenth  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  great  personal  popularity  is  evinced  by  the  vote  in  the  borougli 
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of  nuiitiiin;d()ii,  wliere  he  had  a  majority  of  two  hnndred  and  ten, 
although  Mr.  Morrell,  his  competitor,  two  years  before  liad  a  ma- 
jority in  the  town  of  sixty-two. 

His  majority  in  the  district  was  only  eleven  votes,  bnt  the  success 
even  tiien  was  very  flattering  to  him  and  gratifying  to  his  friends, 
acliieved  as  it  was  over  an  opponent  so  strong  and  so  popular.  Mr. 
Speer  took  his  seat  as  a  Representative  in  the  Forty-second  Con- 
gress, Marcli  i,  1871,  and  at  once  gave  evidence  of  possessing  the 
qualities  wliicli  insure  succcess,  as  a  representative  of  the  people  in 
the  national  legislature. 

Mr.  Spear  was  re-elected  to  the  forty-third  Congress  by  a  majority 
of  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  votes.  He  served  on  tlio  Commit- 
tee on  Elections  and  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice.  He  participated  prominently  in  the  debates,  and 
seldom  failed  to  enlist  attention.  He  is  unusually  ready  in  off- 
hand speech,  apt  in  repartee,  incisive  in  his  thrusts  at  the  acts  of 
the  majority,  with  an  impressiveness  in  his  manner  which  gives 

evidence  of  honestv  and  sincerity  in  the  utterance  of  his  convictions. 
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'*'y^  ARLTON  B.  CURTIS  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
New  York,  December  17,  1811.  His  ))areiits  were  tVoni 
Li  Massachusetts,  where  the  family  had  settled  prior  to  the 
Revolution.  As  early  as  1816  his  father  removed  to  Chau- 
tauqua (.bounty,  New  York,  then  a  wilderness,  and  there  bouj^ht  a 
farm,  on  which  he  lived,  and  died  in  1855  at  the  advanced  asre  of 
seventy-tive.  He  devoted  whatever  means  he  could  spare  to  the 
education  of  his  four  sons.  Carlton  B.,  who  was  the  eldest, 
received  an  academic  education,  and  after  further  pursuing  classi- 
cal studies  some  three  and  a  half  years,  commenced  the  study  of 
law  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  Samuel  Miillett,  of  Franconia,  who 
was  afterward  one  of  the  Supreme  Judges  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Before  completing  his  studies  Mr.  Curtis  removed  to  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1834.  He  immediately  thereafter  removed  to  the  adjoining 
County  of  Warren,  where  he  entered  upon  an  active  and  hiorative 
practice.  He  was  soon  after  elected  to  the  Legislature,  in  which  ho 
served  two  terms,  from  1836  to  1838.  He  then  withdrew  from 
political  life,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  he  pursued 
without  interruption  for  some  3'ears. 

In  the  fall  of  1850  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  taking  his  seat  in 
December,  1851 ;  and  having  been  re  elected,  served  until  March  4, 
1855.  During  his  second  term  came  up  the  Kausas-Nebi-aska  bill, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  late  civil  war.  Mr.  Curtis,  although 
twice  elected  as  a  Democi'at,  steadily  opposed  that  measure,  and  in 
doing  so  lost  caste  with  his  Democratic  friends,  who  admitted  of 

no  flinching  in  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  human  slavery. 
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The  strife  on  tin's  issue  became  more  violent  every  day,  until 
finally  the  opponents  of  that  institution  organized  the  Republican 
party,  which  Mr.  Curtis  immediately  joined,  as  the  only  means  by 
which  the  slavery  propagandism  could  be  resisted. 

After  leaving  Congress,  although  largely  engaged  in  professional 
pursuits,  he  took  a  prominent  and  active  part  in  every  political  can- 
vass. In  order  to  enlarge  his  professional  field,  in  1866  he  removed 
from  Warren  to  Erie.  In  1872  he  was  again  elected  a  Eepresenta- 
tive  to  Congress.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Territories  and 
the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department.  He  was 
not  prominent  as  a  debater,  but  his  long  experience  and  distin- 
guished services  in  the  past  gave  him  an  influential  position  among 

the  members  of  the  Forty-third  Congress. 
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HIRAM   L.  RICHMOND. 


IKAJM  L.  RICHMOND  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
„4,i^«a  New  York,  May  17,  1810.  Having  received  an  academic 
f^  j^  edu«itioii,  he  studieil  medicine  two  years  witli  his  fktiier, 
Dr.  Liiwtt)n  lliciimond.  In  1834  lie  went  to  Pennsyl- 
Viiiiia,  anil  became  a  student  in  Alleghany  College,  at  Meadville. 
where  he  remained  two  years.  His  early  inclinations  had  been  for 
the  study  of  the  law,  upon  which  he  entered,  under  the  direction 
of  lion.  David  Derickson,  of  Meadville.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  P'ebruary,  1838,  and  in  April  thereafter  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Meadville.  His  only  library  was  his 
Hi ble,  Clarke's  Commentary,  Rollin's  History,  and  Pruden's  Di- 
gest. His  first  speech  at  the  bar,  made  in  August  thereafter,  in 
the  case  of  the  Commonweath  vs.  Kerr,  is  still  remembered  by 
those  who  heard  At  as  a  masterly  effort.  With  studious  devotion 
to  his  profession  he  rose  early,  giving  the  fresh  hours  of  the  day  to 
legal  studies,  and  soon  reached  a  front  rank. 

One  of  his  most  memorable  efforts  was  in  the  celebrated  Cham- 
berlain will  case.  Judge  Chamberlain,  of  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  after  providing  liberally  in  his  will  for  numerous  rela 
tives,  had  left  the  residue  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  about 
§250,000,  to  Alleghany  College  and  Chamberlain  Institute.  Cer- 
tain relatives  of  the  testator  endeavored  to  break  the  .will,  and 
it  is  largely  due  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  Mr.  Kichmoiul,  as 
counsel  for  the  defendants,  that  the  magnificent  bequest  was  not 
lost  to  Alleghany  College.  His  argument  in  the  case  was  a  must 
elaborate  and  able  jiroduction  of  thirty-three  closely  printed  pages. 
The  com])licated  legal  points  involved  were  closely  and  logicallv 
argued,  with  a  niost  learned  and  elaborate  citation  of  authorities. 
The  following  arc  intere-fiiig  extracts  from  the  arauinent  : 
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"  J\id2;e  Chamberlain  came  into  "Western  "New  York  at  an  early 
day.  By  lionest  industry  and  close  attention  to  business  lie  accu- 
mulated a  very  large  fortune.  With  the  means  he  had  thus  ac- 
quired by  his  own  toil,  without  so  much  as  even  the  lifting  of  a 
iinger  from  those  who  now  seek,  without  merit,  to  divert  it  to  their 
own  private  uses,  he  wished  to  endow  two  noble  institutions  of 
learning,  one  in  Western  New  York,  the  other  in  adjacent  Penn- 
sylvaTiia,  and  make  them,  through  all  the  future,  blessings  to  the 
communities  in  which  they  are  located,  and  to  the  ages  which 
should  follow.  .  .  . 

"One  of  the  brightest  features  of  the  ago  is  a  dis])usitii)n,  on  the 
part  of  our  men  of  means  and  wealth,  to  devote  a  i)()rtion  of  that 
wiiich,  under  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  they  have  been  jjermitted  to 
accumulate,  to  the  endowment  and  support  of  the  great  charities 
of  the  day  ;  to  the  building  up  of  institutions  of  learning— bringing  i 

education  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest  aspirant  after  its  honors, 
and  the  means  of  high  enjoyment  and  usefulness  it  confers  ;  found- 
ing homes  for  the  poor,  hospitals  for  the  siok  and  afflicted,  and  asy- 
lums for  those  who  seek  to  reclaim  themselves  from  the  shame  and 
degradation  into  which  they  have  been  led  by  a  life  of  sin  and 
wickedness.  These  are  instrumentalities  placed  in  our  hands  by  the 
Almighty,  in  the  proper  use  of  which  we  become  co-workers  with 
him  in  lifting  man  from  the  terrible  depths  into  which  he  has  fallen. 
A  tendency  so  humanizing  and  grateful  in  its  influences  and  fruits 
should  receive  every  proper  encouragement  from  those  in  authority, 
and  especially  from  our  courts.  It  is  their  duty,  to  the  discharge 
of  which  they  should  feel  prompted  by  every  consideration  of  an 
enlightened  philanthropy,  to  save  a  bequest  to  the  charitable  uses 
to  which  the  testator  has,  in  clear  and  explicit  language,  dedicated 
it,  as  against  the  claim  of  parties  upon  whom  it  is  manifest  that,  for 
i-easnns  sufficient  to  himself,  and  which  no  man  has  a  right  to 
(juostioii,  he  never  intended  to  bestow  it.  There  is  something 
most  pitiable,  humiliating,  and  mortifying  in  the  picture  of  linniaii 
weakness  and  intinnity  presented  by  this  case.  An  old  man.  pa>t 
his  threescore  and  ten,  treinbling  \i])on  the  verge  of  that   eternity 
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into  wliifli  lie  Ia  liable  to  dni])  any  lUDinent,  seeking  to  'let'eut  iind 

convert  to  his  own  use  a  most  noble  bequest  to  ciiaritable  purjMise; 

of  a  deceased  brother,  who  has  made  him  a  legatee  to  the  animmt 

of  ten  thousand  dollars,  ample  to  secure  to  hiin   a  support  during 

the  fragile  remnant  of  life  left  him,  and  a  winding-sheet,  a  coffin, 

and  a  decent  l)urial  when  dead. 

"  '  Thia  avarice 
Strikes  deeper,  prows  with  more  pernicious  root 
Tlian  Summer's  seeming  lust.' 

"But  I  forbear.  In  a  land  like  ours,  of  active  intelligence,  of 
free  thought,  free  speech,  free  schools,  free  Bibles,  and  free  institu- 
tions, there  is  no  danger  of  vast  accumulations  of  property  in 
mortmain,  or  of  its  appropriation  to  superstitious  uses,  as  in  the 
days  of  monastic  rule  and  priestly  control.  The  great  law  of  char- 
ity has  its  origin  in  the  necessities  of  our  race,  and  is  as  old  as  the 
wants  and  woes  of  the  human  family.  It  breathes  on  every  page 
of  the  Book  of  books,  and  is  enjoined  and  enforced  by  the  life,  the 
teachings,  and  the  death  of  Him  wiio  spake  as  never  man  spake." 

Mr.  Richmond  delivered  an  oration  at  the  decoration  ceremonies 
at  Greendale  Cemetery,  May  30,  1873,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  eloquent  extract : 

"  Early  in  the  century  a  learned  Frenchman  predicted  the  failure 

of  these  United  States  because  they  had  no  proper  name.     But  we 

have  a  proper  name  now,  more  illustrious  and  commanding  than 

ever.     Tiie  proper  name  of  tiiese  United   States  is  America,  of  our 

])ei>])\e.  America7is.     You  can  scarcely  enter  any  foreign  land  whore 

our  people  are  not  found,  either  as  travelers,  residents,  or  temporary 

sojourners.     Say    to   your  foreign   friend,    ''I   am    an    American.* 

Dues  he  understand  you  that  you  claim  to  be  a  citizen  of  Canada. 

or  Mexico,  or  Brazil,  or  Peru,  or  Chili,  or  any  other  South  .Viiici'i- 

can  province  or  Stated     No,  sir;  of  neither  nor  all  of  these,      lie 

understands  you  to  claim  citizenship  in  the  Great  Republic.    WIhii 

I  say  I  ani  an  American,  no  matter  in  what  land,  or  to  what  people, 

I  make  the  proclamation,   or  how  tar  from    my  native  soil,  every 

man  knows  what  I  mean.     What  my  nationality,  under  what  flair 

I  travel,  what   power  holds  its  imperial  eagle  over  my  head,  into 
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whatever  clime  I  may  wander,  guaranteeino;  unto  me  respect,  secu- 
rity, and  protection.  Tlie  name  American  citizen  is  now,  more 
than  ever,  a  password  into  and  througii  all  countries  the  world  over. 
And  more  tlian  this,  the  fact  that  we  are  the  only  people  on  the 
Western  Hemisphere  to  whom  all  nations,  by  common  consent, 
concede  the  name  American,  is  significant  ot"  another  and  grander 
idea  to  be  rapidly  wrought  out  in  the  future;  that  ours  is  to  he  a 
continental  destiny  ;  that  the  countries  north  and  south  of  us,  and 
the  islands  of  the  adjacent  seas,  are  in  some  form  to  be  developed, 
in  the  progress  of  events,  to  come  under  one  governmental  con- 
trol, sharing  alike  with  the  oldest  States  in  the  Union  the  power 
and  protection  of  the  Republic,  alike  in  freedom,  grandeur,  and 
glory,  one  people,  free,  independent,  and  self-governing.  We  have 
before  us  a  magnificent  future,  if  we  are  only  true  to  ourselves,  to 
justice,  truth,  and  humanity." 

Mr.  Richmond  was  originally  a  AVhig,  on  all  suitable  occasions 
giving  his  time  and  energies  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  party, 
because  thereby  he  felt  assured  he  could  subserve  the  interests  of 
his  country.  As  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  he  was  among 
the  first  in  its  ranks,  and  one  of  the  most  able  of  the  advocates  of 
its  purposes  and  policy.  During  the  late  civil  war  the  Govern- 
ment found  in  him  one  of  its  most  devoted  friends.  Though  no 
sectarian,  he  has  for  many  years  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  done  more  than  any  othei-  of  its  laymen 
to  advance  its  interests  in  North-westei'n  Pennsylvania. 

In  1872  he  was  elected   a  Representative  from   Pennsylvania  to 

the  Forty-third   Congress  by   a   large  majority.     "  He  was  not  a 

candidate  of  his  own  choice,"  said   a  leading  Repulilican  journal  ; 

"  the  position   was  thrust  upon  him,  because  lie  was  the  only  man 

who  could  heal  all  its  differences  and  secure  success."     He  was  a 

member    of    the    Committee    on     Public    E.xpenditures,    and    the 

Committee    on    Indian    Affairs.     He  took  a  deep  interest  in    the 

subjects    referred    to    the   latter  committee,   and   one  of  the    best 

speeches  on  our  Indian  ]iolicy  in  the  Forty-third  Congress  was  made 

bv  him. 
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AMES  S.  EEGLEY  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
~^J^  bnrgli,  Pennsylvania,  December  26,  1826.  His  education, 
^Sk^i'  embracing  a  collegiate  course,  was  interruptcid  wlien  lie 
was  in  his  nineteentli  year  by  hia  enlistment  in  the  army 
for  tlie  war  with  Mexico.  His  parents  and  friends  attempted  to 
dissuade  him  from  going,  and  the  legal  authorities  were  appealed 
to,  on  the  ground  of  his  minority,  to  nullify  his  enlistment;  but, 
with  the  decision  and  spirit  which  has  always  characterized  him, 
young  Negley  determined  to  go  in  spite  oEfriifinds  and  family. 
Seeing  this  his  parents  abandoned- any  further  eifort  to  detain  him, 
and  as  a  private  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Infentry  he  made  the 
campaign  from  Yera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  While  partici- 
pating in  the  siege  of  Puebla  news  reached  his  family  that  his 
health  was  much  impaired,  and  his  friends,  through  their  influence 
at  AVashington,  procured  his  discharge  direct  from  the  War  De- 
partment. This  reached  young  Negley  immediately  after  the  fall 
of  Puebla;  but  he  indignantly  refused  to  accept  it,  and  remained 
on  duty  as  a  sergeant,  to  which  rank  he  had  been  promoted,  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return  to  Pennsylvania  Negley 
devoted  himself  actively  to  agriculture  and  horticulture.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  horticulturists  in  the  country,  and 
when  in  the  field  of  war  his  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  the 
study  of  various  fruits,  flowers,  and  shrubs  in  which  the  Southern 
fields  and  woods  aljounded.  Many  a  march — long,  tedious,  ex- 
hausting— has  been  rendered  delightful  to  his  stafl"  by  his  interest- 
ing descriptive  illustrations  of  the  hidden  beauties  and  virtues  of 
fragrant  flowers  and  repulsive  weeds. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Negley  was  one  of  the 
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I:nv  eleur-siglitecl  men  wlio  fornsiiw  a  bloody  w.iv.  He  warned 
the  remisylviiniii  Lejiislaturc  of  the  approachinj;  danger,  and 
earnotitly  urged  njion  tliat  body  the  thorougli  reorganization  of  the 
n:ilitia  in  view  of  the  civil  war  which,  he  declared,  already  threat- 
ened tlic  country  ;  wliile  at  the  same  time  he  offered,  as  early  as 
Deceniiier  1,  1860,  the  services  of  a  brigade  to  tlie  Governor. 
Governor  Curtin  did  not  think  the  time  had  arrived  tor  tlie  work 
of  raising  troops;  but  on  tlie  18th  of  April,  1861,  amid  all  the 
excitement  consequent  on  the  actual  commeTicement  of  hostilities, 
he  summoned  Negley  to  his  aid,  and  at  once  commissioned  him  as 
Erigadier-General,  in  order  to  secure  his  services  in  organizing  the 
immense  force  of  volunteers  who  rendezvoused  at  Ilarrisburg  at 
the  first  call  to  arms  of  the  guns  of  Sumter. 

The  career  of  General  Negley  from  that  time  forward  was 
one  of  honor,  promotion,  and  deserved  success,  lie  was  com- 
missioned Brigadier-General  in  the  three  months'  service,  and 
engaged  under  Patterson  in  the  Northern  Virginia  campaign, 
commanding  in  the  only  engagement  of  any  importance  fought  by 
that  army.  On  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  liis  three  months' 
brigade  General  Negley  re-enlisted  a  brigade  of  three  years'  men, 
and  in  September,  1861,  was  ordered  with  it  to  Kentucky.  Here 
he  participated  in  the  march  on  Nashville,  and  entered  that  city  in 
February,  1862.  From  thence  he  was  ordered  to  Columbia,  Ten- 
nessee, in  command  of  the  district,  and  with  orders  to  protect  the 
rear  of  Buell's  army,  marching  on  Shiloli,  and  the  division  of 
General  Mitchell,  moving  on  Iluntsville.  This  duty  he  performed 
with  signal  success,  and  at  the  same  time  made  several  raids  of 
great  importance. 

At  the  battle  of  Stone  River  General  JSTegley  commanded  a 
Division  of  the  center  Corps.  On  the  first  day  he  fought  desper- 
ately and  succe-ssfuUy  for  several  hours  until  his  flank  became 
exposed,  and  he  was  compelled  to  retire  upon  tlie  line  of  reserves. 
Here  he  fought  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  succeeding 
day.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  battle,  having  been 

previously  transferred  to  the  left,  he  made  a  counter  charge  upon 
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the  advancing  column  of  the  rebels  under  Breckenridge,  and  com- 
pletely broke  and  routed  it,  pursuing  the  vanquished  ex-Viee- 
President  into  his  intrcnchments,  and  establishing  himself  in  such 
a  position  on  the  right  flank  of  the  rebel  line  as  retiuired  its  early 
evacuation.  For  this  service  he  was  promptly  promoted  Major- 
General. 

General  Xegley  was  elected  a  Representative  of  the  Twenty- 
second  District  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and 
served  on  the  Committee  ou  Military  A fi'airs,  Revolutionary  Claims, 
and  Enrolled  Bills.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Pofty-second  and 
Forty-third  Congresses — in  the  last  instance  by  a  largely  increased 
majority.  He  served  during  these  two  Congresses  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining.  He 
gave  close  attention  to  the  business  of  his  committees  and  of  the 
House.  He  took  part  in  several  important  debates,  his  speeches 
on  all  occasions  being  characterized  by  an  impetuosity  and  zeal 
which  attested  his  honesty  and  sincerity. 
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'  LEXANDER  WILSON  TAYLOR  was  born  in  Indiana 


County,  Pennsylvania,  March  22,  1815.  He  was  edn- 
"^X'T'    ''^ted  at  the  Indiana  Academy  and  at  Jefferson  Collcire, 

Cannonsburgli,  Pennsylvania.  He  left  college  in  the 
spring  of  1836  to  fill  an  appointment  as  Clerk  in  the  office  of  his 
fatiier,  Hon.  John  Taylor,  Surveyor-general  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
held  this  appointment  for  three  years,  and  then  entered  the  Law 
School  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  one  year  and 
then  continued  his  law  studies  in  the  office  of  Judge  Wliite,  at 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841,  and 
entered  immediately  upon  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Prothonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  several 
Courts  of  Indiana  County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1848. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  a  Whig  during  the  existence  of  the  Wliig  jiarty. 
Being  antislavery  in  his  convictions,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  actively  iden- 
tified with  tliat  party  ever  since.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  in  1859  and  1860. 

Although  not  a  practical  farmer,  he  lias  been  interested  In  the 
subject  of  Agriculture,  and  for  five  years  served  as  President  of  the 
Indiana  County  Agricultural  Society,  among  the  most  flourishing 
organizations  of  tlie  kind  in  the  State.  On  two  occasions,  in  1856 
and  1870,  lie  delivered  the  annual  address  before  the  society.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  elected  a  Representative  in  tlie 
Forty-third  Congress,  as  a  Republican,  by  a  majority  of  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  votes  over  Hon.  Henry  D.  Foster,  Democrat. 

He  served  on  the  Connnittee  on  Railways  and  Canals. 
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5BENEZER  McJUNKIN  is  of  Scotcli-Irisli  descent.  His 
father,  David  MuJiiiikiii,  was  born  in  County  Donet;al,  Ire- 
'"^^^  land,  but  eaine  to  tlie  United  States  with  his  parents  wIumi 
a  eliild  very  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  for  Irulcpendence, 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Alleghany  County,  Pennsylvania,  which 
is  still  in  possession  of  a  branch  of  the  family.  His  mother,  Eliza- 
beth Moore,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  but  her  family  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  residents  there  long  before  the 
llevolntion,  in  which  some  of  them  were  active  participants  on  the 
side  of  liberty  and  independence.  BotJi  parents  were  for  nearly 
Imlf  a  century  members  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church, 
illustrating  in  their  lives  the  Christian  charity  and  soundness  of  the 
faith  that  inheres  in  that  denomination. 

Ebenezer  McJunkin  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania, 
March  28,  1819.  He  spent  the  early  part  of  his  boyhood  on  a  farm 
and  in  iron-works  owned,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  in  that 
county,  by  his  father.  He  is  the  youngest  of  six  brothers,  three  of 
whom  graduated  at  Jefferson  College,  Washington  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  graduated  at  the  same  institution  in  September. 
181:1.  He  read  law  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  uiuler  direction  of 
Hon.  Charles  O,  Sullivan,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Septem- 
ber, 1843.  He  has  continued  in  the  diligent  and  successful  practice 
of  his  profession,  with  but  little  interruption,  to  the  present  time. 
He  never  sought  otHce,  and  consequently  has  held  but  i'ew  jiiiblic 
positions,  He  was  Deputy  Attorney -General  for  his  county  in 
1848,  He  was  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  at 
Chicago  in  18G0.  He  was  on  the  electoral  ticket  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1804,  and  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President.  As  a  Ke- 
publican  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 

Forty-secuud  and  Fortv-third  Coti'fresses. 
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'I'^'^ILLIAM   S.  MOORE  was  born   in   West  Bethlehem 


Township,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1822.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  Scotcli- 
Irish,  who  came  to  America  in  1795,  and  settled  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania.  His  father  removed  to  Washington  County, 
wliere  he  engaged  in  farming,  to  whicli  pursuit  tlie  son  was  inured 
during  liis  youth  and  early  manhood.  Living  within  a  siiort  dis- 
tance of  Wasiiinglon  College  he  availed  himself  of  tlie  privileges 
of  that  institution,  where  he  graduated  in  1847,  in  the  same  class 
with  the  Plonorable  James  G.  Blaine,  now  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives. 

The  year  befoi'e  graduating,  Mr.  Moore  commenced  the  study 
(if  law  under  Hon.  M.  T.  M'Kennan,  formerly  a  Representative  in 
Congress  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1S49.  He  was  a  Whig  in  polities,  and  as  such  was  elected 
Prothonotary  of  Washington  County  in  1854.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1856,  which  nominated 
Fremont  for  the  presidency. 

Mr.  Moore  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  in  1857,  when  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  "  Washington  Commonwealth."  In 
the  year  following  this  paper  was  merged  in  the  *'  Washington 
Reporter,"  a  newspaper  established  in  1808,  and  of  which  he  is 
still  the  editor. 

In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  without  solicitation  on 
his  part,  and  was  elected  by  over  one  thousand  majority.  He  was 
assigned  to  service  on  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws, 
an  evidence  of  the  high  opinion  which  the  Speaker  had  of  the  legal 

and  literary  attainments  of  his  former  classmate. 
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AMES  R.  LOFLAND  was  born  in  Milford,  Delaware, 
November  27,  1823,  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
earliest  citizens  of  Virginia,  one  of  them  having  been  a 
high  sheriff  of  that  colony  while  it  was  yet  under  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain.  His  father,  James  P.  Lofland,  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Delaware.  Tiie  subject  of  this 
sketcii  graduated  at  Delaware  College  in  1845.  He  then  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Robert  Frame,  Esq.,  of  Dover,  and 
completed  his  studies  with  Hon.  Martin  W.  Bates,  afterwards 
United  States  Senator.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  practiced 
law  in  Dover  until  1851,  when  the  death  of  his  father  made  it 
necessary  that  he  should  return  to  Milfo:-.!,  his  native  town. 

Politically,  he  has  always  been  in  opposition  to  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
in  18-19.  He  was  in  1853  a  member  of  the  Convention  to  Revise 
tiie  Constitution  of  the  State,  in  which  body  he  served  on  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  labors  of  this 
Convention,  especially  in  the  work  of  re-organizing  the  Courts. 
The  Constitution,  however,  was  not  adopted  by  the  people,  to 
whom  it  was  submitted.  He  was  Secretary  of  State  for  Delaware 
from  1855  to  1859. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  National  Convention  which  nominated 
Bell  and  Everett,  and  earnestly  supported  them  as  candidates  before 
tlie  people.  He  was  appointed  Paymaster  in  the  army  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  in  1863.  He  served  principally  in  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Texas.  He  was  brevctted  Lieutenant-Colonel  for  faitii- 
ful  and  meritorious  services,  and  resigned  January  1,  1868. 

In  1868  he  was  an  elector  on  the  Grant  and  Colfax  ticket,  and  in 
1872  was  Chairman  of  the  Delaware  delegation  in  the  Republican 
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National  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  In  that  year  lie  was  elected 
a  Representative  to  the  Forty-third  Congress — the  first  Republican 
ever  elected  to  that  office  from  Delaware.  For  many  years  the 
Democrats  had  held  almost  undisputed  sway,  and  in  the  preceding 
election  had  carried  the  State  by  two  thousand  five  hundred 
majority. 

In  the  Forty-third  Congress  Mr.  Lofland  was  appointed  on  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  delivered  a  speech  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  celebrating  the  Centennial  of 
American  Independence. 
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fTEVENSON  ARCHER  was  born  in   Harford  County,  Mary- 
land, February  28,  1827.     ilia  graiidtather,  Jolin  Ai'cher.  was 

Ui^  an  officer  in  the  Revolntion,  and  a  member  of  Congress  from 
1801  to  1807.  His  fatlier,  Stevenson  Archer,  was  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  1811  to  1817,  and  again  from  1819  to  1821.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1846,  adopted  tlie 
profession  of  law,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Maryland  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1854.  In  1866  he  was  elected  ^,  Representative  from  Mary- 
land to  the  Fortieth  Congress  as  a  Deraoei^t,  receiving  7,091  votes 
against  5,014  for  the  Republican  candidate;  He  serv^ed  on  the  Com- 
mittees on  Naval  Aft'airs,  Expenditures  on  Public  Buildinirs,  and 
Education  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  a  speech,  December  4, 
1867,  he  advocated  the  repeal  of  the  cotton  tax,  arguing  from  facts 
and  figures  that  "its  removal  would  benefit  the  very  poorest  class  of 
the  people  of  the  South."  Speaking,  February  21,  1868,  on  the 
Naval  Appropriation  bill,  Mr.  Archer  said:  "If  this  House  is  in 
earnest  with  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  naturalized 
citizens,  this,  of  all  other  times,  is  the  time  when  there  should  be  no 
reduction  in  the  navy  of  the  country.  If  we  are  in  earnest  in  the 
speeches  which  have  been  made  here  and  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  offered  to  protect  the  naturalized  citizens  of  this  country,  I  say 
that  we  ought  to  present  to  the  world  a  stronger  navy  than  we  pre- 
sented even  during  the  rebellion.  We  have  gut  to  protect  them 
either  by  the  exhibition  of  such  a  force  or  else  by  declaring  wai-  itself 
with  foreign  nations.  I  hope  that  their  rights  will  be  protected,  even 
if  it  leads  to  a  declaration  of  war." 

January  23,  he  spoke  against  the  reduction  of  the  whiskey  tax. 

"It  ought  to  stand,"  saitl  he.  "  if  for  no  other  reason  than  tlie  vindi- 
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cation  of  the  (xovernment.  If  this  country  could  enforce  its  laws 
against  ten  million  people  in  arms  against  it,  I  say  it  presents  a 
strange  spectacle  if  it  cannot  enforce  a  law  to  collect  the  taxes." 
He  urged  tliat  if  the  energy  which  the  House  had  displayed  in 
investigating  the  evidence  against  the  President,  had  been  used  in 
investigating  the  frauds  against  the  Government,  those  who  had 
violated  the  law  in  reference  to  the  whiskey  tax  would  have  been 
brought  to  punishment. 

Mr.  Archer  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-first,  Forty-second  and 
Forty-third  Congresses.  During  all  these  terms  he  continued  to 
serve  with  great  ability  and  usefulness  on  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  Tlie  comprehensiveness  of  his  statesmanship  in  his  relation 
to  snlijects  pertaining  to  this  committee  is  apparent  in  the  following 
quotation  from  one  of  his  speeches : — 

"  Sooner  or  later  war  recurs.  Common  sense  and  experience 
show  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  meet  it  at  all  points.  Had  our 
navy  been  such  as  it  should  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  secession 
of  the  Southern  States  the  blockade  would  have  been  made  imme- 
diately effective ;  and  when  once  so  made,  how  quick  the  depriva- 
tion of  war  material  would  have  destroyed  the  efiiective  action  of 
the  Southern  forces.  It  was  mistaken  economy  tiiat  found  us  at 
that  time  with  so  small  a  navy.  Had  there  been  one  that  was 
commensurate  with  the  dignity  and  wealth  of  the  nation,  it  would 
have  saved  us  untold  millions  of  treasure,  tens  of  thousands  of 
vacant  firesides,  and  fatal  assaults  made  upon  our  Constitution." 

Mr.  Archer's  speeches  in  Congress  covered  a  wide  range  of  sub- 
jects— including  politics,  finance,  economy,  and  reform.  He  invari- 
ably manifested  great  familiarity  with  the  subjects  which  he  dis- 
cussed, and  always  spoke  with  the  ease  and  effect  of  an  experienced 
and  accomplished  speaker.  Affable  in  social  life,  and  faithful  in  all 
his  public  service,  he  has  deserved  the  approval  of  the  country  and 
of  his  constituents. 
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^H^^-?I'<^^JAS  SWANK  was  lH)in  in  the  eitv  of  Alexandria, 
f\W,       Yirtiiiiiii,  and  is  dtsceiided  on  botii  sides  iVoni  some  ot'tlie 
f';*!^       oldest  and  most  distingiiislied  families  of  tliat  State.     His 
father,  Thomas  Swann,  was  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  dis- 
tinction, who  was  appointed  by  President  Monroe  to  the  office  of 
United    States   District  Attorney   for   the   District  of  Columbia, 
which   position  he  held  for  many  years.     His  name  can   be  fre* 
qucntly  found   in   the  reports  of  ini])ortant   trials  of  that  period 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  lie  was  well 
known  in  "Washington  City,  where  he  resided,  as  well  tlirouj;li  his 
prominent  position  at  the  bar  as  by  his  generous  hosjntalitv. 

His  son,  Thomas  Swann,  received  his  education  first  at  the 
Columbian  College,  and  afterward  at  the  University  of  Virginia. 
He  then  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  father  in 
"Washington,  and,  marrying  a  lady  from  Maryland,  nioveil  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  where  he  has  since  resided.  A  gentleman  of 
large  fortune  and  liberal  education,  firm  and  decided  in  his  convic- 
tions, and  of  great  promptness  and  energy  of  character,  Mr.  Swann 
did  not  long  remain  idle;  he  became  interested  in  whatever  works 
of  public  improvement  were  then  being  projected,  wliich  might  in 
any  way  tend  to  the  promotion  of  the  future  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  city  and  State.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  a  line 
of  road  some  four  hundred  miles  in  length,  running  through  a  wild, 
irregular,  and  at  that  time  unsettled  country,  crossing  two  ranges  of 
mountains,  had  been  commenced  as  early  as  the  year  ,1826,  and 
was  then  in  course  of  construction.  The  completion  of  this  road, 
connecting  as  it  would  the  city  of  Baltimore  with  the  Ohio  River, 

was  of  vital  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  former.     Mr. 
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Swaiin,  who  liad  Ix'foiiie  oiiedftlic  uui^t  active  and  eiiertretic  of  its 
Biiard  of  Directors,  was,  in  1848,  elected  to  tiie  presidency  of  this 
company  as  successor  of  the  Hi>n.  Louis  M'Lane.  The  road  was 
then  contcndin<)-  witli  apparently  insurmountable  difficulties,  finan- 
cial as  well  as  natural,  the  latter  owing  to  the  almost  inaccessible 
natni'c  of  the  country  through  which  it  passed,  and  the  former 
to  the  ditliculty  of  obtaining  sufficient  means  iii  the  then  embar- 
rassed condition  of  the  treasury  of  both  city  and  State.  A  man  of 
boldness  and  determination  was  required  to  undertake  its  com- 
pletion, and  the  announcement  of  Mr.  Swann's  election  as  Presi- 
dent was  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  public  authorities,  as  well 
as  by  those  of  his  fellow-citizens  who  were  familiar  with  his 
character,  and  the  previous  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Swann  at  once  turned  all  his  eftorts  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  work  he  had  undertaken,  and  boldly  contending  with 
those  difiiculties  that  had  at  one  time  appeared  so  formidable,  he 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  fulfilled  the  prediction  he  had  made 
as  early  as  1S51,  the  completion  of  the  entire  road  on  the  first  of 
January,  1853,  the  fiist  train  of  cars  passing  over  it  from  the  city 
of  Baltimore  to  the  city  of  Wheeling  on  that  date. 

On  the  final  completion  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
Mr.  Swann  turned  his  entire  attention  to  the  North-western  Vir- 
ginia Railroad,  of  which  he  had  been  elected  President  after 
having  obtained  its  charter  from  the  Virginia  Legislature.  This 
road,  diverging  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  in  the  mountains 
at  Grafton,  Virginia,  strikes  the  Ohio  River  at  Parkersburg,  some 
ninety  miles  below  the  city  of  Wheeling.  It  was  opened  for 
travel  under  his  auspices,  and  lie  retired  from  its  presidency  in  1857 
to  become  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  which  office  he  had 
been  elected  b}'  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
This  position  he  filled  for  four  years,  having  been  twice  elected, 
and  he  has  left  in  that  city  monuments  that  will  long  recall  the 
memory  of  his  administration.  He  proposed,  and  was  able  to 
carry  by  his  jjaramount  influence  with  the  City  Council,  a  change 

from  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  with  all  its  irregularities, 
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to  the  paid  Steam  Fire  Department,  witli  all  its  system,  proni])t 
ness,  and  efficiency.  He  introduced  into  the  city  the  then  new 
system  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegrapii,  whicii  added  so 
mucli  to  the  safety  of  persons  and  property,  and  wliicii  lias  since 
heen  generally  adopted  in  all  the  cities  of  the  Union. 

When  Mr.  Swann  came  into  office  the  jail  for  the  confinement 
of  criminals,  which  had  been  of  sufficient  size  wlien  the  popula- 
tion of  Baltimore  did  not  exceed  some  lifty  thousand,  liad  lon>;  been 
finind  totally  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of  a  city  of  nearly 
two  hundred  thousand  inhabitants.  When  lie  left  office  a  noble 
edifice  of  great  size  and  strikini;:  architecture  was  in  its  place.  Tiie 
AV^ater  Works,  by  which  Baltimore  is  supplied  at  an  elevation  of 
iil7  feet  above  tide  with  pure  water  by  natural  flow,  is  another 
of  the  works  to  which  the  city  is  indebted  to  his  administration. 
Tiie  passenger  i-ailways  were  then  being  introduced  in  many  of  the 
cities  throughout  the  country,  and  several  companies  had  ma<ie 
ajiplication  to  Mr.  Swann  for  permission  to  lay  their  tracks  and 
run  their  cars,  drawn  by  horses,  through  the  streets  of  Baltimore, 
lie,  however,  through  his  influence  over  the  City  Council  induced 
them  to  grant  this  franchise  only  to  that  company  which  would 
agree  to  pay  to  the  city  treasury  one  flfth  of  its  gross  earnings, 
which  sum  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  apd  endowment 
I  of  Public  Parks,      At  his  instance  a  commission   was  appointed 

with  uidimited  powers,  and  the  magnificent  domain  of  Druid  Hill, 
lying  on  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  was  purchased  as  a  pnldic  park 
for  the  people  of  Baltimore.  The  income  from  the  city  passenger 
railways  in  1870,  amounting  to  near  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  was  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  bonds  issued  by  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Park,  and  also  for  the  improvement  and  maintenance  of  the  grounds, 
iind  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  the  final  redemption  of  the  bonds. 
Mr.  Swann's  last  term  of  office  as  Mayor  of  Baltimore  expired  in 
1860.  Soon  afterward  the  Southern  States  seceded,  and  the  grtat 
war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  began.  Although  a  Vir- 
ginian by  birth  and  a  resident  of  a  Southern  State,  .Mr.  Swann  was 
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stronfcly  opposed  to  secession,  and  from  the  coinmencement  of  the 
war  until  its  close  was  thoroughly  on  the  side  of  the  Union,  alienat- 
inu;  from  him  by  this  course  many  of  the  friends  of  his  early  life. 
In  1803,  when  the  system  of  National  Banks  was  developed,  Mr. 
Swann  was  elected  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore.  In  186-1-,  while  war  was  still  in  jirogress,  he 
was  elected  by  the  Union  party  Governor  of  Maryland,  and  took 
his  seat  as  chief  executive  officer  of  the  State  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  on  the  expiration  of  tlie  term  of  Governor  Bradford. 

On  the  termination  of  the  war  Governor  Swann  supported  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  looking  to  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  Union, 
and  on  the  accession  of  Andrew  Johnson  to  the  presidency  advo- 
cated his  plan  of  reconstruction.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
in  the  winter  of  1866  Governor  Swann  was  elected  United  States 
Senator,  but  at  the  earnest  request  of  his  friends  resigned  the  posi- 
tion, and  remained  at  his  post  as  Governor  of  Maryland  until  the 
end  of  his  term  of  office  on  the  first  of  January,  1869.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1868,  he  was  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority  Representa- 
tive from  the  Third  Congressional  District  of  Maryland  to  the  Fmiy- 
tirst  Congress,  during  vvhi<  h  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Fmiiiiii 
Affiiirs  and  the  Committee  on  Pi'ivate  Land  Clainis.  lie  was  re- 
elected to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses,  during 
which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  As  a  mem- 
lier  of  two  most  important  committees  he  has  had  much  to  do  in 
shaping  legislation.  His  career  in  Congress  has  been  character- 
ized by  great  ability  and  unswerving  integrity, 
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|>^ILLIAM  JULIAN"  ALBERT  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
August  i,  1816.  lie  is  of  German  descent,  iiis  great 
r^J^''  grandfather,  Lawrence  Albert,  having  emigrated  from 
Wurzburg,  Bavaria,  to  America  in  the  year  1752,  and 
settled  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania.  Here  by  thrift  and  indns- 
try  he  acquired  a  respectable  fortune,  which  was  augmented  by  tlio 
diligence  and  abilities  of  his  son  Andrew.  The  original  estate  still 
remains  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  Jacob  Albert,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  finding  an  agricultural  life  unsuited  to 
his  tastes,  removed  to  Baltimore  in  tiie  year  1805,  and  witii  a  sniail 
capital,  furnished  by  his  father,  embarked  in  the  hardware  bu>i- 
iiess,  by  which  in  the  course  of  time  he  accumulated  a  large 
ibrtune. 

Mr.  Albert  was  destined  by  his  father  for  the  profession  of  law, 
and  pursued  a  collegiate  course  at  Mount  St.  Mary's  College,  near 
Emmettsburgh,  Maryland,  where  he  graduated  in  1833,  but  the  state 
of  his  health  prevented  him  from  pursuing  the  course  of  study 
Tiecessary  to  fit  him  for  the  bar.  In  1835  he  traveled  for  the  ben- 
efit of  his  health  through  the  Western  States,  and  as  far  South  as 
New  Orleans,  regaining  his  health  and  strength  by  the  tour.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  city  he  determined  to  engage  in  mercantile 
business,  and  in  1838  became  associated  with  his  father  and  brothei-, 
Augustus  James,  in  the  hardware  business,  which  they  carried  on 
with  success  until  the  year  1855,  when  they  retired.  On  the  loth 
of  May,  1838,  he  married  Emily  J.,  daughter  of  Talbot  Jones,  a 
well-known  and  respected  merchant  of  Baltimore. 

In  1856  Mr.  Albert  assisted  in  re-organizing  the  Baltimore  and 
Cuba  Smelting  and  Mining  Comj)any,  and  as  a  director  from  that 
time  to  1862  devoted  mucji  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  interests 
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of  the  company,  which  during  the  wliole  period  of  liis  directorship 
was  eiiiiiieiitly  prosperous. 

In  the  violent  political  agitation  which  followed  the  election  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  in  1860,  Mr.  Albert  espoused  the 
Union  cause  with  zeal  and  energy,  and  brought  all  his  influence  to 
the  supixirt  of  the  Administration.  At  the  first  meeting  of  citizens 
of  the  Union  party  held  in  Maryland  to  denounce  the  proceedings 
uf  South  Carolina,  and  to  pledge  the  State  to  the  support  of  the 
Government,  Mr.  Albert  presided.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
iiiid  during  its  continuance,  he  remained  firm  in  his  politi- 
cal principles  ;  and  his  social  position  made  him  a  central  figure  in 
the  various  movements  designated  to  prevent  Maryland  from 
joining  the  seceding  States.  In  the  summer  of  1861  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  a  delegation  sent  to  wait  upon  the 
President  and  solicit  a  portion  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Baltimore,  who  were  snfi'ering  in  trade 
as  a  consequence  of  the  strong  antagonism  of  the  dominant  party 
in  the  city  and  State  to  the  Administration,  and  this  mission  was 
entirely  successful. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Albert's  house  had  become  the  head-quarters  of 
the  fi'iends  of  the  Administration,  and  tlie  ofiicers  of  the  army  and 
navy  frequently  enjoyed  his  hospitality.  In  1863  the  "Union 
Club"  was  founded  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  and  centralizing 
the  Republican  party  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Albert,  one  of  the 
founders,  became  subsequently  its  president.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  he  co-operated  in  the  organizati(jn  of  the  Fir^t  National 
Bank  of  Baltimore,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  director. 
At  Mr.  Albert's  house,  in  the  winter  of  1863,  was  held  a  meeting 
of  the  friends  of  the  Government  who  resolved  to  call  a  (convention 
to  amend  the  Colistitution  of  the  State.  With  the  co-o|)eration  of 
Hon.  Henry  Winter  Davis  and  Judge  Hugh  LeinioxBond,  a  n)ajor 
itv  was  returned  favorable  to  the  abolition  of  slaverv. 

Dui'ing  this  winter  Mr.  Albert  was  elected  president  of  the  Mary- 
land State  Fair,  intended  to  aid  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  (Commis- 
sions in   their   benevolent  labors.     Tiiis  fair  was  opened  during  the 
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Easter  holidays  by  President  Lincoln,  who  was  the  guest  of  Mr. 
Albert.  Tliis  is  believed  to  be  tlie  only  occasion  on  which  Mr.  Lin- 
coin,  during  liis  presidency,  jjiirtook  of  private  Imspitality. 

In  1864  Mr.  Albert  was  iinmiiiated  by  the  Republican  Conven- 
tion as  elector  at  large  for  the  State  in  tlie  approaching  presidential 
election,  and  being  elected,  was  chosen  president  of  the  electoral 
college  of  Maryland.  The  Constitution  of  ISG-i  having  declared  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  Maryland,  Mr.  Albert  turned  his  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  free  blacks.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  found- 
ing the  association  for  their  moral  and  educational  improve- 
ment, and  has  been  its  President  since  1865.  This  association 
established  more  than  a  hundred  schools  in  the  rural  districts  alone, 
affording  educational  facilities  to  at  least  four  thousand  colored 
children,  at  an  annual  cost  of  tifty  thousand  dollars.  This  liberal 
bounty  is  derived  almost  entirely  from  private  charity.  In  this  con- 
nection should  also  he  mentioned  the  "Normal  School,"  situated  in 
Baltimore,  a  seminary  intended  to  supply  teachers  for  the  colored 
population;  an  institution  which  has  ordinarily  about  two  hundred 
pupils  in  attendance,  and  is  estimated  to  have  cost  twenty-five 
thousand  dollare. 

During  the  period  of  the  war  Mr.  Albert  was  a  member  of  the 
vestry  of  Grace  Church,  and  his  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Church,  at  a  time  when  he  was  left  alone  by  the  resignation  of  the 
other  vestrymen,  will  be  long  remembered  by  the  congregation. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Convention  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  ofiice,  despite  diflerences  of  politi- 
cal opinion,  he  has  ever  retained  the  confidence  of  both  clergy  and 
laity.  Notwithstanding  the  many  and  arduous  duties  to  which  he 
was  thus  called,  his  warm  sympathies  with  the  soldiers  of  the  Union 
armies  in  the  field  led  him  to  miss  no  occasion  of  ministering  to 
their  comforts  or  alleviating  their  sufferings.  To  this  end  he  as- 
sisted in  establishing  the  "Soldiers'  Home"  for  sick  and  disabled 
soldiers,  and  also  the  asylum  for  their  orphan  children.  He  visited 
the  battle-fields  of  Antietain  and  Gettysburgh,  where  he  ministered 
to  the  wounded  and  dying  on  the  field. 
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The  dissensions  wliicli  arose  in  the  Republican  party  during  tiio 
presidency  of  Mr.  Johnson  greatly  weakened  their  numbers  in 
Maryhind.  A  call  was  therefore  made  for  those  of  the  party  who 
supported  the  policy  of  Congress  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  meet  at  the  Front-street  Theater,  to  urge  upon  Congress 
the  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Albert 
was  chosen  chairman. 

In  1866  the  Republican  party  in  the  Fifth  Congressional  District 
nominated  Mr.  Albert  as  their  candidate  for  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, and  the  nomination  was  repeated  in  1868,  in  which  year, 
also,  he  received  their  nomination  as  elector  for  Grant  and  Wilson 
in  the  presidential  campaign.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representa- 
tive from  Maryland  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  in  which  he  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  A  model  gentleman,  and  a 
faithful  representative,  making  no  effort  to  attract  attention,  he 
is  recognized  among  the  most  distinguished  men  who  Iiave  repre- 
sented Maryland  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
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IFPIIRAIM  K.  WILSON  \v:i8  horn   in   Snow  Hill,  M:u-y- 

land,  December  22,  1821.     Ilk  father,  IL.ii.  Epliraini  K. 

•"^^S^    Wilson,  f;fradiiatecl  at  Princetou  Collei;e  in  17S0,  and  was 

a  Representative  in  Congress  from  Maryland  from  1827  to 

1831.     llis  maternal  grandfather,  General  John    Gimby,  was  an 

oflacer  in  the   army  of  tiie   Revolution,  who  participated  actively 

in  the  campaigns  in  tiic  Carolinas. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  attended  Union  Academy  and  Wash- 
ington Academy,  Maryland.  He  entered  Jefferson  College,  Penn- 
sylvania, January  1,  1840,  and  graduated  in  August,  1841,  with  the 
first  honors  of  his  class.  He  was  letl  with  a  widowed  mother  de- 
pendent on  his  own  resources,  his  father  having  lost  his  fortune 
through  the  failure  of  persons  for  whom  be  had  indorsed,  Imme- 
diately after  graduating  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  was 
thus  employed  for  about  six  years.  While  occupied  in  liusi- 
ness  he  studied  law  with  Hon.  Ara  Spcnce,  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Judicial  District,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847.  He  soon 
after  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has  prose- 
cuted with  a  high  degree  of  success  and  with  l»ut  little  interrup- 
tion to  the  present  time. 

He  was  married  first,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Dickcrson.  and 
a  second  time,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Knox,  of  Worcester  County, 
Maryland. 

He  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  as  such  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  in  1847. 
At  the  disintegration  of  tiie  Whig  party  he  became  a  Democrat, 
and  in  1852  was  a  presidential  elector  for  Franklin  Pierce.  De- 
voted  assiduously    to   his   profession,   he  gave    but   little   time    to 
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politics,  and  always  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  office  until  1872, 
when  he  accepted  the  nomination  for  Representative  in  Congress 
from  the  First  District  of  Maryland,  and  was  elected  by  a  lai'ge 
majority.  In  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  He  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion, from  a  sincere  and  decided  preference  for  private  life. 
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%^ILLIAM  J.  O'BRIEN  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 


May  28, 1836.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
'^V  emigrated  to  this  country  in  early  life.  He  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  and  at  the  ago  of  thirteen  entered  St.  Mary's  College,  where 
he  remained  until  1852.  He  was  subsequently  occupied  four  years 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  then  studied  law  with  P.  M'Laughlin, 
Esq.,  and  in  1858  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  has  since  successfully 
practiced  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  In  1862  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Kate  M'Carthy  of  Washington. 

In  politics  Mr.  O'Brien  has  been  from  the  first  a  Democrat, 
maintaining  his  principles  with  firmness  and  consistency,  and  yet 
without  partisan  bitterness.  Devoted  intently  to  the  labors  of  his 
profession,  he  has  sought  no  prominence  as  a  ])olitician,  and  was 
never  a  candidate  for  office  until  1872.  He  was  then  nominated 
by  the  Democrats  of  the  Third  District  of  Maryland,  embracing 
nine  wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  a  candidate  for  Representa- 
tive in  the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  about  thirteen 
hundred  majority. 

On  taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  For  a  new 
member  he  took  an  unusually  active  part  in  the  deliberations,  fre- 
quently participating  in  the  debates,  and  always  speaking  practi- 
cally and  to  the  point.  He  never  opposed  a  measure  simply  because 
it  might  result  in  advantage  to  the  dominant  party,  if  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  right  and  for  tiio  interests  of  the  country. 

In  his  first  speech  in  the  House,  delivered  December  10,  1873,  he 
favored  the  repeal  of  the  Salary  Act,  and  at  the  same  time  advo- 
cated a  restoration  of  the  franking  privilege,  "  which,"  he  said, 
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"  belonged  to  tlie  people  more  than  to  the  Representatives."  He 
delivered  an  able  speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Bankrupt  law,  declaring  that  he  had  little  "  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  such  legislation  to  cure  the  financial  distemper  that  afflicts  the 
ponntr}'."  Of  the  Bankrupt  law  he  said,  "  with  all  its  confessed  and 
imputed  errors,  it  has  been  proven  to  be  the  highest  safeguard  and 
protection  to  every  honest  business  man." 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill,  ho 
favored  economy,  and  yet  demanded  that  there  should  be  sufficient 
lihoi'alitv  toward  the  navy  to  place  it  on  such  a  footing  that  our 
Government  would  not  be  "  compelled  to  pursue  the  inglorious 
])olicy  which  was  followed  in  submitting  to  the  insult  to  our  flag  in- 
volved in  the  'barbarous  execution  of  the  crew  and  passengers  of 
the  Virginius.' "  lie  sjioke  in  faxor  of  an  appropriation  for  the 
pavment  of  teachers  in  the  public  schools  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, because  "  a  large  percentage  of  the  scholars  are  children  of  em- 
ployes of  the  General  Government,"  and  for  the  further  reason  that 
'•  the  ]iresent  government  of  the  District  was  illegally  constituted." 

The  most  elaborate  and  able  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  speeches  delivered 
(luring  the  first  session  of  the  Forty -third  Congress  was  on  the  sub 
ject  of  ''Public  Education."  He  opposed  the  tendency  "to  regu- 
late by  Federal  authority  the  educational  institutions  of  the  country, 
and  to  establish  a  national  system  of  education."  In  this  speech 
he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  "  the  many  abuses  of  the  Government 
inider  the  auspices  of  the  Republican  administration."  On  tiie  2lst 
of  June,  ])cnding  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the 
cunentn-  (piestion,  he  made  a  brief  speech  in  which  he  said,  "  In 
all  the  votes  that  I  have  cast  on  the  currency  question  during  this 
(^longress,  I  have  steadily  adhered  to  the  principle  that  gold  is  the 
only  legitimate  money,  and  the  only  safe  money  to  secure  the  pnx- 
pcrity  of  the  country  and  maintain  unsullied  its  honor  and  integ- 
rity ;  that  since,  as  a  relic  of  war,  we  are  compelled  to  use  an  irre- 
deemable paper  currency,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  its  volume 
should  not  be  extended  if  we  are  to  look  forward  to  a  return  to 

specie." 
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iLOYD  LOWNDES,  JR.,  was  born  in  Clarksburgh,  West 
Virginia,  February  21,  1845.  He  attended  Washington 
|r%*  College,  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  afterward  gradu- 
ated at  Alleghany  College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1865.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Richard  L.  Ashhurst,  Phila- 
delphia, and  attended  law  lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  he  graduated  in  1867.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
settled  the  same  year  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  Cumber- 
land, Maryland.  He  at  once  took  a  good  position  as  a  lawyer,  and 
was  retained  and  employed  in  many  important  cases,  not  only 
those  pending  in  that  judicial  circuit,  but  in  other  parts  of  Mary- 
land as  well  as  in  W^est  Virginia. 

Although  a  decided  Republican,  he  took  no  part  in  politics  until 
1872,  when  he  was  nominated,  against  his  wishes,  as  a  candidate  for 
Congress  from  the  Sixth  District  of  Maryland.  He  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  nearly  two  thousand  votes  over  Hon.  John  Ritchie, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  previous  Congress.  In  the  Forty -third 
Congress  Mr.  Lowndes  served  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds.  Pending  the  Army  Appropriation  Bill  he  made 
a  speech  in  opposition  to  the  proposition  to  remove  the  jurisdiction 
of  claims  of  citizens  of  States  not  in  rebellion  for  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Southern 
Claims  Commission.  He  objected  to  the  bill  that  it  discriminated 
against  the  loyal  people  of  the  border  States;  that  they  were  to  hu 
"placed  under  the  ban  and  be  made  to  suifer  the  disabilities  im- 
posed upon  those  who  rebelled  against  the  Federal  Government." 
He  took  prominent  part  in  other  discussions  which  had  immediate 
bearing  upon  the  interests  of  his  constituents. 
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^AMES  H.  PLATT,  Jdn.,  was  born  in  St.  John's,  Canada, 
July  13,  1837,  of  parents  who  were  American  citizens,  and 
t^}  residents  of  Bnrlington,  Vermont.  He  received  an  aca- 
demic education,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  entered  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  from  whicli  he 
graduated  in  1858,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  In  the  following  year  he  married  Miss  S.  C.  Foster, 
daughter  of  Hon.  George  W^  Foster,  of  Swanton,  and  settled  in 
West  Hartford,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Piatt  was  an  enthusiastic  Repiiblican,  and  had  cast  his  first 
Presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  moment  intelli- 
eence  was  received  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  he  commenced 
raising  a  company  pledged  to  obey  any  call  that  miglit  be  made 
upon  it  by  the  State  or  General  GoVernmetit.  At  a  meeting  held 
at  White  River  Village  a  few  days  later  to  assist  in  raising  and 
equipping  this  company  Mr.  Piatt  predicted  a  long  war  in  his 
speecli  on  the  occasion,  using  this  language  : 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  inability  to  believe  with  my  fiiends  who  have 
preceded  me  that  the  war  now  inaugurated  is  to  have  a  speedy  termination,  or 
that  the  seventy-five  thousand  men  now  called  for  by  the  President  will  lie  suf- 
ficient to  quell  this  formidable  rebellion  ;  on  the  contniry,  sir,  1  nm  compelled 
to  believe  that  we  have  entered  upon  a  contest  ihat  will  test  to  tlie  utmost  oui- 
patriotism,  our  endurance,  and  our  financial  ability;  a  contest  for  which  the 
South  has  been  long  preparing,  and  for  which  we  have  as  yet  made  no  prepa- 
ration ;  a  contest  in  which  we  have  got  to  meet  a  brave,  impetuous,  well-armed, 
and  prepared  antagonist ;  an  issue  which  involves  oUr  nationiU  existence,  and 
in  which  the  questions  that  have  so  long  divided  us  politic:dly  are  to  be  settled 
by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword. 

These  views  were  reiterated  at  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  later 

in  West  Hartford,  and  found  but  few  believers.     Tlie  compaiiv 
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was  soon  filled,  but,  failed  to  be  accepted  in  tlie  first  rcj^iiiient  that 
left  the  State.  Mr.  Piatt  was  elected  First  Sergeant  of  the  com- 
pany, wliich  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Vermont  Regiment. 
While  this  regiment  was  in  cam])  at  St.  Johnsburv  Governor 
Fairbanks  requested  Mr.  Piatt  to  remain  in  the  State  to  assist  in 
raising  and  organizing  another  regiment.  He  consented  to  do  so, 
and  recruited  a  full  company  at  Chelsea,  Orange  County,  Ver- 
mont, which  became  Company  B  of  the  Fourth  Vermont  Regi- 
ment. Mr.  Piatt  was  unanimously  elected  Captain,  and  in  that 
capacity  participated  in  every  battle  in  which  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  engaged  until  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December,  1862.  Here  he  lost  more  than  half  his  company  in 
attempting  to  capture  a  battery  from  the  enemy.  For  gallant 
conduct  he  was  invited  by  General  William  F.  Smith,  then  com- 
manding the  Sixth  Corps,  to  a  position  on  his  staff,  which  he  ac- 
cepted. On  leaving  his  company  he  was  presented  by  the  sur- 
vivors with  an  elegant  saber,  accompanied  by  a  letter  signed  by 
every  member  expressing  their  regard  for  him  as  a  friend  and 
Commanding  oflicer,  and  their  sorrow  at  parting  from  him.  The 
following  extract  from  Frank  Moore's  Rebellion  Record  relates 
truthfully  an  incident  of  this  battle  : 

Ciiptain  James  H.  Piatt,  .Jun  ,  of  Company  B,  Fourth  Vermont  Regiment, 
having  been  ordered  with  his  company  to  the  riglit  of  the  skirmish  line,  after 
liiiving  once  expended  all  his  ammunition  and  been  resupplied,  led  his  men  out 
in  front  of  a  battery,  within  three  hundred  yards,  where  they  did  noble  execu- 
tion till  a  charge  of  canister  struck  down  half  the  company,  killinfj  eleven  and 
wounding  fourteen,  when  he  orderi  d  them  Ijack  to  reform,  which  they  did,  and 
retired  in  good  order  with  the  regiment  just  relieved  ;  yet  not  all,  for,  calling 
some  to  his  siile,  the  humane  captain,  a  skillful  physician,  bouml  up  the  most 
dangerous  wounds,  thus  prolonging  at  least  several  lives,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance he  hail  summoned,  bore  away  to  the  hospital,  a  mile  distant,  all  who  were 
unable  to  help  themselves.  This  was  done  amid  bullets  and  canister  flying  like 
hail,  yet  through  n  kind  Providence  no  one  was  harmed.  As  the  gallant  cap- 
tain said,  •'  God  would  not  let  us  suffer  while  in  discharge  of  such  a  duty." 

Captain  Piatt  served  on  the  staff  of  General  Smith  Until  that 
officer  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  Sixth  Corps  by  Major- 
General  John  Sedgwick,  with  whom  he  remained  until  that  gallant 
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officer  was  killed  at  Spottsylvaiiia  Court  Iluiise  on  the  12tli  <lav  of 
May,  1S()+.  Tile  foiiowiii^  li'fter  by  General  Sedgwiciv,  (supposed 
to  he  the  last  one  ever  written  hy  liini,  shows  tlie  estioiation  in 
which  he  held  Capt.nii  I'laft  : 

IIeadquarieub  Sixth  Army  Corps,  ,l;(r(7  21,  180i, 
Brioadier-Generai,  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army. 

General:  The  tenn  of  S'Mvice  of  Captain  .James  H.  Pl.itt,  Jan.,  Fourth  Ver- 
mont Viilunte  rs.  Actiu  j  Chief  Quart  r-masfer  of  this  corps,  expires  in  a  sliort 
time.  I  am  (.xce^dingly  anxious  to  retain  him  in  the  position  he  now  occupies, 
cspc  eially  during  tlie  campaign  aliout  to  commence.  He  is  an  officer  a(lmir.d)ly 
fitted  for  tlie  duties  lie  is  called  upun  to  perform.  He  has  great  energy  and 
business  capacity,  and  has  at  all  times  con<lucted  the  affairs  of  bis  office  in  a 
peculiarly  acceptable  manner.  He  has  acted  as  Quarter-master  at  these  head- 
quarters for  a  year  past.  He  has  had,  therefore,  a  valuable  experience  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  Quarter-master's  Department,  and  this  fact,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  recognizecl  ability,  would  render  his  loss  from  this  service  a  se- 
rious disadvantage.  As  a  means  of  retaining  him  I  earnestly  recommend  his 
appointment  as  Assistant  Quarter-master  United  States  Volunteers,  and  assign- 
ment as  Chief  Quarter-master  of  this  corps,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and  would  respectfully  ask,  if  the  appointment  can  consistently  be  made,  that 
early  action  be  taken  in  the  case,  iind  that  he  may  be  allowed  when  appointed 
to  continue  on  duty  at  the.se  head-quarters. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sedgwick,  Major-General. 

On.  the  30th  of  May,  1864,  Colonel  Piatt  was  captured  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry  near  Coal  Harbor,  taken  to 
Richmond,  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison.  Tlieiice  he  was  taken 
to  Macon,  Georgia,  and  was  one  of  the  first  six  hundred  prisoners 
sent  from  there  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  ]>laced  in  build- 
ings djrectly  in  range  of  the  fire  of  the  United  States  batteries,  the 
rebels  vainly  imagining  that  exposing  Union  prisoners  in  that  way 
would  stop  the  bombardment.  He  was  released  on  ])arole  October 
8,  1804,  and  declared  e-xchanged  on  the  19th  of  December,  and 
was  houorabl3'  discharged  at  his  own  request. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1805,  the  day  after  its  evacuation,  Colonel 

Piatt  became  a  citizen  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  has  since  that 

time  continued  to  reside  there.     He  has  been  very  largely  engaged 

in   business,  principally  farmiuij;,  mining,  and   cutting   wood   and 
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lumber  for   the   nortliern    inarket.     lie  lias  cinployetl  more  labor 
than  any  othei'  one  man  in  ln"s  district. 

After  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  acts  of  March,  18(i7,  he 
was  invited  to  address  a  mass  uieetinij  called  to  ratify  those  acts, 
and,  acceptiujf  the  invitation,  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1807,  ad- 
dressed the  first  Republican  mass  meeting  held  in  the  State.  The 
speech  he  delivered  on  that  occasion  M'as  published  by  the  Repub- 
lican Club  of  Petersburg,  and  attracted  wide  notice  and  extended 
comment  from  the  press.  In  it  he  laid  down  the  priticiples  which 
he  hoped  would  be  the  platform  of  the  Republican  party  of  Vir- 
j^inia.  This  platform  was  subsequently  adopted  by  tlie  State  Con- 
vention which  met  in  Richmond  on  the  17th  of  April,  1867,  pre- 
cisely as  written  by  Colonel  Piatt.  In  October,  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  from  the  city  of  Petersburg  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  which  assembled  in  Richmond  on  the  3d  of  Decendier. 
In  the  Convention  he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  members; 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  bill  of  rights  and  division  of 
the  powers  of  government.  He  was  the  author  of  several  import- 
ant sections  of  the  Constitution.  His  speeches  in  the  Convention 
when  presenting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  of  rights, 
and  on  the  question  granting  the  right  of  suffrage  to  colored  men, 
attracted  much  notice,  and  gave  him  considerable  reputation  in  the 
State.  He  was  a  delegate  at  large  from  Virginia  to  the  Convention 
which  nominated  General  Grant  at  Chicago.  He  was  very  active  in 
establishing  a  system  of  common-school  education  in  Petersburg. 
He  served  for  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  that  city,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and  as  a  Director  in 
the  Richnmnd  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  On  the  establishment  of 
the  People's  Savings  Bank  in  Petersburg  hu  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent, which  position  he  continues  to  hold.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Forty-first  Congress  as  a  Republican,  and  served  on  the  Naval 
Committee.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third 
Congresses,  serving  during  the  former  Congress  as  a  member,  and 
during  the  latter  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 

and  Grounds. 
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^^OHN  AMBLER  SMITH  was  born  in  Village  View,  near 


Dinwiddle  Court-lionse,  Virginia,  September  23,  1847. 
He  was  educated  at  David  Turner's  High  School,  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  18G7,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of 
Richmond.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Hon.  John  F.  Lewis,  United 
States  Senator  from  Virginia. 

He  was  appointed,  in  1S6S,  Commissioner  in  Chancery  of  the 
Courts  of  Richmond,  and  was  Commonwealth  Attorney  of  Charles 
City  and  New  Kent  Counties  for  one  year.  He  was  Republican  in 
politics,  and  as  a  member  of  that  party  was,  in  18G9,  elected  to  the 
Virginia  State  Senate.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  in 
Congress  from  the  Third  District  of  Virginia,  including  the  counties 
of  Caroline,  Chesterfield,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Louisa,  and  the  city  of 
Richmond.  When  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  he  bad 
just  reached  twenty-five,  the  age  of  eligibility  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  on  taking  his  seat  in  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  was  the 
youngest  member  of  that  body. 

He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Railwaj's  and  Canals.  Tiie  sub- 
jects of  cheap  transportation  and  interstate  commerce,  referred  to 
this  committee,  were  among  the  most  important  which  came  before 
the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  Mr.  Smith  took  a  prominent  i>ait  in 
investigating  and  discussing  them.  In  a  speech  delivered  March 
24,  1874,  he  maintained  that  "  Congress  may  rightfully  regulate 
commerce  carried  on  among  the  several  States." 

In  the  summer  of  1874  he  went  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 

promoting  an  interest  in  the  subject  of  emigration  to  Virgiida. 
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^■AMES  B.  SEN'ER  was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Yirginia, 
May  18,  1837.     He  received  an  academic  education  and 
attended  lectures  at  tlic  LTniversity  of  Virgitiia,  gradua- 
ting in  several  of  its  schools.     He  studied  at  the    Law 
School  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  nmler  Judge  J.  W.  r5rockeiil)i)roiigIi. 
He  was  adruittcd  tu  the  bar  in  1800,  and  practiced  liis  prot'essioii. 

During  the  late  war  lie  was  correspondent  of"  the  Sonthern  Associ- 
ate Press  in  General  Lee's  army.  He  served  as  sergeant  of  tlie  city 
of  Fredericksburg  from  1863  to  1865.  Since  the  close  of  tlie  war 
he  has  been  the  editor  of  "  The  Fredericksburg  Ledger."  He  was  a 
deleo-ate  from  the  Seventh  Congressional  District  of  Virt^inia  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  and  served  on  the  Committees  on  Invalid  Pensions 
and  Freedmen's  Affairs.  He  delivered  brief  speeches  in  several  im- 
portant debates.  As  the  representative  of  the  district  in  which 
Washington  was  born,  he  addressed  tlie  House  in  favor  of  the  com- 
])lcti(m  (if  the  Washington  Monument.  He  deprecated  "  tlic  utili- 
tarian spirit  wliich  threatens  to  sap  the  very  life-blood  of  the  Re- 
public," and  added  :  "  Men  seem  to  be  forgetting  the  principles  <>n 
which  tiie  Government  was  founded  ;  men  seem  to  be  forgettin<r  tli(»se 
si)rings  of  human  action  which  governed  tlie  fathers  of  the  Revo- 
lution wiien  they  brought  into  being  that  experiment  of  Govern- 
ment which  we  have  developed  intoagreat  and  magnificent  Repub- 
lic, spreading  from  ocean  to  ocean.  If  this  Government  is  worth 
preserving,  it  is  wortli  preserving  on  the  basis  of  tlie  principles  in 
wiiich  it  originated.  If  it  is  worth  preserving,  it  is  worth  while  to 
remember  those  who  gave  it  in  the  days  of  its  infancry  tlieir  lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honors." 
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''^«^*^ILLIAM  H.  H.  STOWELL  was  born  at  Windsor,  Ver- 
niont,  July  2t>,  IStO.  His  father,  Sylvester  Stowell,  was 
■  M^gjC  a  native  of  Massaeliusetts,  descended  from  one  of  the 
""^  Puritan  families  who  came  to  America  in  1049.     The 

Bubject  of  this  sketch  received  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  subse- 
quently studied  at  the  Scietitific  School  He  devoted  himself  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  in  which  he  was- bccupied  for  several  years 
while  still  a  resident  of  iS{ew-Enp;land.  ■     ,  ^  ^ 

After  the  downfall'  of  tlie  Svuth.ern- confederacj,  in  1SG5,  Mr. 
Stowell  removed  to  Eastern  Virginia,  settling  near. Halifax  Court- 
House.  He  was  soon  after  appointed  United  States  Commissioner 
for  his  district,  and  wiw  clerk  of  the  couit  of  Halifax  County  pre- 
vious to  tlie  reconstruction  of  Virginia.  .  In  April,  18(39,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Grant  Collector  of  Liternal  Revenue  for 
the  Fourth  District  of  the  "State,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  per- 
formed with  fidelity,  and  with  the  unqualified  approval  of  the 
national  authorities. 

Taught  in  youth  to  abhor  the  institution  of  slavery,  Mr.  Stowell 
grew  u])  entertaining  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  negroes  of  the 
South.  And  when  they  were  emancipated  by  the  result  of  the 
civil  conflict,  and  he  went  to  live  among  them,  he  devoted  much 
of  his  time  and  labor  to  their  welfare.  For  a  while  connected  with 
the  PVeedmen's  Bureau,  he  was  enabled  to  exercise  the  authority 
conferred  upon  him  in  befriending  the  colored  people  of  Virginia, 
ami  the  interest  he  manifested  in  their  progress  and  prosperity  won 
tlieir  confidence  and  made  him  popular  among  them.  At  the  same 
time,  although  widely  diftering  from  his  white  neighbors  in  politi- 
cil  Ecntiments,  the  circumspection  exhibited  by  Mr.  Stowell,  and 
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the  avoidance  of  every  thing  calcuhited  to  engender  animosities, 
made  him  respected  by  tlie  community  at  large. 

When  the  great  controversy  between  President  Johnson  and  Con- 
gress was  inaugurated,  Mr.  Stowell  at  once  sided  with  tlie  legisla- 
tive branch  of  the  national  government.  His  ideas  on  the  impor- 
tant question  of  reconstruction  coincided  witli  those  of  the  majority 
in  Congress ;  hence  he  supported  hcai-tily  all  the  laws  enacted  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring  the  Southern  States  to  representation  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation.  He  had  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  political  affairs,  and,  as  a  member  of  the  Repid:)lican  Party,  lal)or- 
ed  diligently  and  energetically  to  promulgate  the  ]>rinciples  of  that 
political  organization  among  the  people  of  his  adopted  State.  Pend- 
iiii!,-  the  reconstruction  of  Virginia^  he  was  officially  engaged  in  car- 
rying out  the  laws  which  finally  brought  the  Old  Dominion  l)ack 
into  the  Union.  By  appointment  of  General  Scholield,  he  was  the 
registrar  of  votes  for  Patrick  County  in  1S67.  His  duties  were  of 
a  delicate  nature,  and  such  as  were  calculated  to  gain  him  the  ill- 
will  of  the  many  white  citizens  who  were  disfranchised  by  the  recon- 
struction laws.  But  Mr.  Stowell  so  performed  them  as  not  to  give 
any  otfense  ;  nor  did  he  wound  the  feelings  of  the  most  susceptible. 

The  part  he  had  taken  in  the  reconstruction  of  Virginia,  and  the 
zeal  he  had  displayed  in  support  of  the  Eepublican  Party,  ])laced 
Mr.  Stowell  prominently  before  the  people.  He  was  nominated  by 
the  llepublicans  of  his  district  as  their  candidate  for  the  position  of 
representative  in  the  Forty-first  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by 
Hon.  George  W.  Booker.  He  was  renominated  in  1870,  and  was 
elected  by  more  than  three  thousand  majority.  In  the  Forty  second 
Congress  he  served  on  the  Connnittee  on  Manufactures  and  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress 
by  a  majority  of  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  twelve  votes. 
He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Post-offices  and  Post  Roads.  He 
delivered  speeches  on  the  Free  Distribution  of  Public  Documents, 

1)11  the  Civil  Rights  bill,  and  other  imuortatit  subjects  of  legislation. 

346 


OHEISTOPHER    Y.   THOMAS. 


^^I^HRISTOPHER  Y.  THOMAS  was  born  in   Pittsylvania 

^^  County,  Virginia,  March  24,  1818.  At  the  age  of  ten 
^Sgy  j-ears,  with  liis  father  and  family,  lie  removed  to  Leather- 
wood,  Henry  County.  He  attended  the  primary  schools 
in  early  life,  and  completed  his  education  at  a  private  academy, 
where  he  graduated  in  1838.  He  studied  law,  and  since  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  in  January,  1844,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  suc- 
cessful practice  of  his  profession. 

In  1859  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  Virginia  from  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Henry,  Patrick,  and  Franklin,  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  He  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  continued  till  18G7, 
when  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  assembled  under  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress. 
He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  convention,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  did  much  to  secure  an  intelligent  and  in- 
dependent Judiciary  in  Virginia. 

Although  a  decided  Republican  in  politics  he  was  not  extreme  in 
his  views,  and  opposed  the  disfranchising  clauses  inserted  in  the 
Constitution.  He  exerted  himself  in  favor  of  a  just  and  liberal 
frame  of  government,  and  endeavored  to  stay  the  tide  of  extreme 
measures  which  threatened  to  sweep  over  the  State.  While  insist- 
ing on  equal  rights  to  every  citizen  before  the  law,  he  deprecated 
all  prescriptive  enactments  tending  to  exclude  a  large  number  of 
the  best  citizens  from  participation  in  the  Government. 

He  was  returned  to  the  Legislature  in  1869,  and  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  legislation  necessary  to  put  the  new  Constitution 
into  operation,  and  to  modify  the  laws  so  as  to  conform  to  its  provi- 
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sions.  In  November,  1872,  lie  was  elected  to  represent  his  district 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  overcoming  by  his  popularity 
and  acknowledged  integrity  and  capacity  a  large  Democratic  major- 
ity. During  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  served  on  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions.  He  has  always  been  successful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  private  aifairs.  He  is  a  good  lawyer,  and  deserves,  as 
he  receives,  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  parties. 
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I'^^IIOMAS  WHITEHEAD  was  horn  in  Livingston,  Nelson 
r^ffi      Cuunty,  Virginia,    Deceniliei-  27,    1S25.     Fie   spent   his 
-.^^       boyhood  in  attending  tlie  country  sciioois  until  liis  thir- 
teenth year,  when   being  in  very  delicate  health,  by  the 
advice  of  physicians  he  left  scliool  and  went  to  work  in  a  store  and 
tobacco  establishment  at  New  Glasgow.     He  continued  in  this  busi* 
ness  until  he  was  twenty-one  yeai-s  old.     During  this  time  he  acted 
as  deputy  sheriff  of  the   county  for   two  years.     Meanwhile,  bv 
private  application  he  acquired  a  good  education,  and  by  advice  of 
friends  he  studied  law.     In  18-1:9  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Nelson,  Appomattox,  and  in  the  city  of 
Lynchburg. 

Although  a  working  member  of  the  old  Whig  party  fnjm  his 
boyhood,  he  persistently  refused  to  be  a  candidate  for  any  political 
office.  He  held,  however,  the  position  of  Commissioner  of  Chancery- 
for  the  Circuit  and  County  Courts  <\i'  his  county.  At  the  instance 
of  his  friends  he  was  a  candidate  for  Commonwealth's  Attorney  in 
the  year  1856,  but  was  defeated  by  a  majority  much  below  the 
usual  Democratic  vote.  In  1860  lie  was  appointed  presidential  elec- 
tor on  the  Bell  and  Everett  ticket,  and  canvassed  the  county. 

In  1861,  believing  war  for  coercion  imminent,  he  with  his  State 
acquiesced  in  secession  as  a  vehicle  of  revolution,  and  in  April,  1861, 
aided  in  raising  the  tirst  cavalry  company  in  the  county,  of  which  he 
was  commissioned  tirst  lieutenant  by  Governor  Letcher.  In  May, 
1862,  he  was  elected  captain  of  Company  E,  Second  Virginia  Cav- 
alry. He  took  part  in  nearly  all  the  battles  in  which  the  army  of 
Northern  Virginia  was  engaged  up  to  the  battle  at  Trellian's  Depot. 
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JiHie  11,  ISfilr,  in  \v!)iuli  In-  wms  wi.imuk'il  liy  a  SjieiictT  ride  ball 
ill  the  left  elliow,  which  totally  disabled  him  t'i'oin  tield  duty.  lie 
was  afterward  pminuted  to  be  major  of  the  Second  Virginia  Cavah-y, 
which  raidv  he  held  at  the  siii-render.  AVhile  unfit  for  field  duty  lie 
was  detailed  as  one  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  sit  at  Charlottesville, 
Virginia,  for  the  trial  of  officers.  While  he  was  thus  engaged  his 
friends  put  him  in  nomination  for  a  seal  in  the  Senate  of  Virginia 
for  the  counties  of  Amherst,  Nelson,  and  Buckingham,  and  he  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority.  The  Legislature,  liowever,  to  which 
he  Was  thus  ciiosen  never  convened,  tlie  proclamation  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln establishing  the  Pierpont  government,  and  ordering  a  new- 
election,  overthrowing  the  old  order  of  tilings.  Pie  was  subse- 
quently elected  Commonwealth's  Attorney  for  Amherst,  but  was 
removed  by  the  order  of  the  military  Governor  of  Vii-ginia  requir- 
ing the  iron-clad  oath  from  all  officers.  Hon.  Henry  Hubbard, 
of  New  Hampshire,  having  settled  in  Virginia,  was  appointed  by 
the  military  authorities  Commonwealth's  Attorney,  and  at  his  re- 
quest Mr.  Whitehead  performed  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  was 
re-elected  by  the  Conservatives  in  1870,  and  held  the  position  until 
November,  1873. 

On  the  sixth  of  August  of  that  year  a  large  convention  of  tlie 
Conservative  party  assembled  in  Lynchburg,  and  nominated  Mr. 
Whitehead  as  their  candidate  for  Representative  in  the  Forty-tliird 
Congfress.     This  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  more  distinguished  honor 

o  «T5  n 

from  the  fact  that  his  rivals  for  the  nomination  were  among  the 
most  eminent  men  of  the  State,  such  as  ex-Governor  Letcher,  Hon. 
A.  M.  Tribble,  Hon.  W.  C.  Cabell,  Major  John  W.  Daniel,  and 
Judge  Thomas  D.  Houston.  His  competitor  was  Hon.  James  F. 
Johnson,  an  independent  conservative  candidate,  sujjported  by  the 
whole  radical  vote.  Mr.  Whitehead  was  elected  by  six  hundred 
and  twenty-two  majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion and  Labor,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Fort^'-third  Congress. 
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^OHN  T.  HARRIS  was  born  in  Albemarle  County,  Vir- 
ginia, May  8,  1823.  His  father  and  the  late  William 
4M^J  Harris  Orawibrd,  of  Georgia,  were  cousins.  His  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Oai)tain  Richard  Anderson,  of  Buck- 
ingham County,  whose  father  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Virginia  Legis- 
lature, and  voted  for  the  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799.  The  subject 
of  tills  sketch  studied  law  at  Judge  Thompson's  Law  School  in 
Staunton,  A^irginia.  He  located  at  narrisonburgh,  Va.,  in  1845. 
and  soon  ()l)tained  an  extensive  practice.  In  18.52  he  was  elected 
Attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  was  re-elected  in  1856,  and  re- 
signed in  1859.  In  1856  he  was  a  presidential  elector  on  the 
Buirhanan  ticket.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Henry 
A.  Wise  a  visitor  to  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

The  iirst  appearance  of  Mr,  Hiirris  in  the  National  Government 
was  in  1859,  when  lie  entered  upon  his  duties  as  a  Representative 
from  Virginia  to  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress.  He  was  a  candidate  for 
re-election  in  the  spring  of  1861  without  opposition,  but  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ordinance  of  secession  by  Virginia  suspended  the  elec- 
tions. In  1863  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislatui-e  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  re-elected  in  March,  1865,  by  a  vote  approaching 
unanimity,  but  he  did  not  enter  on  this  term  by  reason  of  the  sur- 
render. In  February,  1866,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Governor 
and  ele(;ted  by  the  Legislature  Judge  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  Circuit 
of  the  State,  and  as  such  beoame  a  member  of  the  District  Court 
of  Appeals,  which  office  he  held  until  1869,  when  the  Military  Com- 
mander of  Virginia  required  all  civil  officers  to  take  the  "iron-clad 
oath."     Being  unable  to  take  this  oath,  Judge  Harris  i-esigned  and 

I'esumcd  the  practice  of  his  profession.     In  October,  1870,  he  was 
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iioiiiiiKited  by  the  Democratic  Conservative  Convention  for  Rcpre- 
stnitative  to  the  Forty-second  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  nearly 
four  thousand  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1873  by  a  still  larger 
majority. 

Since  his  earliest  participation  in  politics  Mr.  Harris  has  been  a 
Democrat.  He  was  a  constant  and  ardent  opponent  of  secession 
from  the  beginning  to  the  decision  of  that  question  by  his  State. 
In  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  February  6,  1861, 
he  said  : — 

"  I  think  it  the  duty  of  botli  sections  to  contemplate  the  horrors 
attending  a  disruption  of  the  Government.  The  question  wiiicli  rises 
above  all  others  is,  Can  it  be  done  in  peace  ?  When  we  look  at  tlie 
peculiar  character  of  our  Government,  its  varied  ititerests,  its  im- 
mense amount  of  public  property,  its  vast  extent  of  territory,  he 
must  be  but  an  indifferent  observer  of  public  events  who  tiiinks 
ail  these  questions  can  be  adjusted  without  a  resort  to  the  arbitra- 
ment of  the  sword." 

Again  he  says :  "  Our  (the  border)  States  must  bo  the  battle- 
fields and  our  borders  the  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage.  Virginia 
has  a  peculiar  interest  and  feeling  in  preserving  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  this  country.  No  county  of  any  State  in  the  great  Nortli- 
west  but  contains  some  of  her  sons.  Her  sturdy  yeomanry  have 
gone  l)y  thousands  to  seek  their  homes  in  that  inviting  region.  In 
tlie  event  of  a  conflict  between  the  sections,  the  horrible  spectacle 
will  be  presented  of  brother  meeting  brother  and  father  meeting 
son  upon  the  field  of  battle.  God  grant  the  time  may  never  come 
wliun  the  gallant  son  of  the  old  dominion  in  the  far  west  will  ex- 
claim,  'I  am  become  a  stranger  unto  my  brethren  and  an  alien 
unto  my  mother's  children  ! '  Sir,  my  own  State,  Virginia,  has 
elected  her  delegates  to  deliberate  upon  her  welfare  and  her  des. 
tiny,  and  while  her  action  may  be  against  my  judgment,  yet  when  it 
is  taken  tlien  her  lot  becomes  my  lot,  her  destiny  my  destiny,  ILr 
will,  not  mine,  be  done." 
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?y-.  pj.,^  IIUNTON  was  horn  in  P\iuqiiiur  Oouiit.v,  Vii-irinia, 
•»iH^ii  September  23,  1823.  His  father  served  as  a  soldier  in 
■^j^Tt  the  war  of  1812.  His  uncle,  Charles  Hnnton,  served  six- 
teen years  in  the  Yirtrinia  Senate,  and  dnrinj;  tour  years 
was  president  of  that  body.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  edu- 
cated at  the  New  Baltimore  xVcadeiny.  At  the  close  of  his  pupil- 
ajje  there  he  tauirht  school  tiiree  years,  at  the  same  time  studying 
law  with  Judge  Jolin  W.  Tyler.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1844,  and  after  practicing  a  short  time  in  Brentsville,  he  removed 
to  Warrenton,  wliere  be  has  ever  since  resided.  In  1848  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  C.  Weir,  of  Prince  Willi  in  County. 

In  politics  he  was  always  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Cincinnati  National  Ccmvention  in  1856,  when  he  favored  the 
re-nomination  of  Pieix-e,  but  acquiesced  in  the  nomination  of 
Buchanan,  in  whose  interest  he  was  a  presidential  elector  in  the 
ensuing  campaign.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Convetition  of 
Virginia  which  assembled  at  Richmond  in  February,  1861.  He 
irave  his  influence  and  vote  in  favor  of  secession,  and  immediately 
after  the  ])assage  of  the  ordinance  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Con- 
federuoy,  being  at  that  time  a  brigadier-general  in  the  State  militia. 
He  was  commissioned  a  colonel  in  the  Confederate  service  on  the  fith 
of  May,  and  was  ordered  to  Leesburg,  where  he  raised  and  organ- 
ized the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment,  consistintt  of  six  companies 
from  Loudon  County,  two  from  Fauquier,  one  from  Prince  Will- 
iam, and  one  from  Fairfax.  He  remained  in  camp  at  Leesburg 
until  the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  in  which  he  ]iarticipated  with 
distinguished  honor,  his  regiment  being  compliuKMited  in  the  report 

of  (len.  Beauregard.     He  tiien  returned  to  camj)  at  Leesburg,  and 
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on  the  21i5t  of  August  participated  in  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff, 
where  his  re>riiiient  sustained  the  severest  fighting. 

In  November,  1861,  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  main  ami}'  under 
Gen.  Josepli  E.  Johnson  at  Centerville.  He  fought,  most  of  the 
time  in  command  of  a  brigade,  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg, 
Seven  Pines,  Second  Manassas,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and 
Fredericksburg.  He  was  in  tlie  seven  days'  fighting  near  Rich- 
mond, and  at  the  siege  of  Norfolk.  At  Gettysburg  lie  led  the 
charge  of  Cemetery  Heights,  where  occurred  the  hottest  figliting 
of  the  battle.  He  was  wounded  and  liad  his  horse  killed  under 
him.  For  service  in  this  battle  he  was  promoted  to  tiie  rank  of 
brigadier-general.  He  was  ordered  to  Chafin's  Farm  to  recruit 
his  brigade,  and  when  Gen.  Butler  landed  at  Bermuda  Hundred 
lielped  to  resist  his  approach  to  Richmond.  He  was  th.en  ordered 
to  re-inforce  Lee's  army,  which  was  retreating  before  Grant,  and 
joined  it  at  Hanover  Junction.  He  participated  in  the  battle  at 
Cold  Harbor,  where  his  adjutant-general  was  killed  and  his  aid- 
de-camp  wounded.  He  was  next  ordered  to  take  the  position  at 
Bermuda  Hundred,  evacuated  by  Beauregard,  who  had  suddenly 
gone  to  the  defense  of  Petersburg.  When  he  reached  the  place 
the  Federal  troojjs  had  taken  position,  and  M'ere  only  dislodged 
after  two  days'  lighting.  He  occupied  this  position,  fighting  more 
or  less  every  day,  for  a  month.  He  subsequently  went  to  the  right 
of  Geu.  Lee's  line  on  Hotchkiss  Run,  where  he  had  a  heavy  tight 
with  the  Sixth  Corps.  A  few  days  after  the  lines  were  broken  and 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  were  evacuated.  He  retreated,  lighting 
until  April  (3,  when  his  brigade  was  captured.  He  was  sent  to 
Fort  Warren,  where  he  was  detained  a  prisoner  for  three  montiis. 

Returning  to  his  home,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Virginia  to  the 
Forty-third  Congress  as  a  Democrat.  He  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Washing- 
ton National  Monument. 
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p  EES  TATE  BOWEN  was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  Vir- 
ginia, January  10,  1809,  on  the  estate  wliere  he  lias  ever 
since  resided.  He  is  the  grandson  of  Captain  Rees  Bowen, 
who  fell  at  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain.  He  received 
a  common-school  education  at  the  Abingdon  Academy.  He  is  and 
always  has  been  a  fanner  and  grazier.  In  1859  he  was  com- 
missioned a  Brigadier-general  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade  of  Vir» 
ginia  Militia.  For  several  years  he  was  Presiding  Justice  of  the 
County  Court  of  Tazewell  County.  From  1863  to  1865  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  until  the  formation  of  the  Conserv- 
ative party  in  18(55,  when  lie  became  a  member  of  that  organiza- 
tion. By  the  Convention  of  that  party,  held  at  Abingdon  August 
23,  1872,  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  from  tlie  Ninth  Dis- 
trict of  Virginia.  Although  the  contest  between  his  friends  and 
those  of  five  competitors  had  been  animated,  the  nomination  was 
made  unanimous  by  acclamation. 

The  "  Abingdon  Virginian  "  of  August  30,  1872,  in  an  editorial 
expressing  unqualified  approval  of  the  nomination,  said,  "General 
Bowen  is  a  grand  old  man,  full  of  manliness,  honor,  and  magnanim- 
ity. Never  a  partisan — never  bitter  nor  bigoted — he  has  always 
been  firm  in  the  principles  of  Democracy,  and  unwavering,  with- 
out being  uncharitable  or  intolerant  toward  those  who  honestly 
diflered  with  him.  He  is  above  reproach,  and  we  would  just  as 
soon  expect  to  hear  that  he  had  taken  wings  and  gone  to  the  moon, 
as  that  he  had  entered  the  rings  or  countenanced  any  of  the  corruj)- 
tions  of  the  men  in  power.  While  he  makes  no  pretensions  to 
rhetoric  or  eminent  political  acumen,  he  is  a  gentleman  of  plain, 
jiractical  common  sense,  correct  judgment,  and  unwavering  firm- 
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ness.  A  farmer  all  his  life,  he  has  never  learned  the  tricks  and 
fjiiirks  of  jjoliticians,  and  will  march  straight  up  to  duty,  no  matter 
what  the  allurements  in  the  opposite  direction." 

Soon  after  his  nomination  Mr.  Bowen  issued  a  stirring  address  to 
the  voters  of  the  Ninth  Congressional  District  of  Virginia,  of 
wiiich  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  I  have  never  been  and  hope  never  to  be  a  rabid  or  violent 
politician,  as  those  who  best  know  me  can  testify  ;  for  while  cherish- 
ing and  maintaining  at  all  hazards  my  own  principles  and  opinions 
so  long  as  I  believe  them  to  be  true  and  correct,  I  at  the  same 
time  would  never  condemn  and  punish  others  for  holding  different 
opinions,  if  such  others  were  equally  honest  and  sincere  in  their 
belief." 

Mr.  Bowen  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  receiving  10,544 
votes  against  5,448  votes  for  E.  W.  Hughes,  Kepublican.  He  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  as  a  Representative  in  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress at  the  organization  in  December,  1873,  and  gave  to  the 
country  and  his  constituents  his  most  faithful  and  conscientious 
services. 
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'LINTON"  L.  COBB  was  born  in  Elizabeth  City,  North 
Carolina,  August  25,  1842.  His  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  that  region  of  the  country.  The  first  site  of 
the  town  in  which  he  was  born,  and  where  he  still 
resides,  was  named  in  honor  of  his  grandfather ;  and  the  present 
Bite  bears  the  name  of  one  of  his  ancestors.  His  father  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  family,  as  was  the  case  with 
many  others  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  was  loyal  to  the  Govern 
ment  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  and  so  continued  during  the 
entire  war.  To  remain  loyal  in  the  Southern  States  required  an 
amount  of  courage  wliich  is  difficult  to  be  appreciated  by  those 
living  in  the  Northern  States.  To  speak  in  favor  of  the  National 
Union  was  to  lose  the  esteem  of  friends,  sacrifice  social  standing, 
incur  the  loss  of  property  and  liberty,  and  in  many  instances  of 
life  itself. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  went  into  a  counting-room.  He  subse- 
quently studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1867. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Cobb  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
restoration  of  his  native  State  to  her  former  relations  with  the 
Federal  Government,  and  was  an  active  participant  in  all  the 
measures  looking  to  that  end.  In  the  year  1866  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  but  was  defeated  on 
account  of  his  advocating  the  adoption  of  the  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment. He  was  a  candidate  for  election  to  the  Fortieth  Congress 
.18  a  Republican,  but  withdrew  in  favor  of  Hon.  John  R.  French, 
who  was  elected.  Ho  was  unanimously  nominated  by  his  party 
for  Representative  in  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and  was  elected  by 
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a  large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  to  tlie  Forty-second  Congress 
by  an  increased  majority,  and  that  at  a  time  when  his  State  (which 
Iiad  at  the  previous  election  given  Grant  fifteen  thousand  majority) 
was  carried  by  the  Democrats.  His  district  was  the  only  one  in  the 
State  in  which  the  Kepublican  party  made  a  gain,  or  even  held  its 
own. 

In  taking  his  seat  in  the  Forty-first  Congress  Mr.  Cobb  was 
placed  on  the  Committees  on  Railways  and  Canals  and  on  Expend- 
itures in  the  War  Department.  During  the  Forty-second  Congress 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Freedmen's  Atiairs,  and 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Eevolutionary  Pensions  and  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  F'orty-third  Congress,  during 
which  he  was  continued  in  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen's  Aifairs,  and  served  on  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Washington  National  Monument.  Since  the  commencement  of  his 
service  in  Congress  he  married  a  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Pool, 
recently  United  States  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  He  is  an 
active  Representative,  full  of  energy,  and  pushes  vigorously  any 

measure  which  he  advocates. 
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'IIARLES  RANDOLPH  TPIOMAS  was  boni  in  tlio  town 
(if  Boiiiitort,  Carteret  County,  North  Carolina,  February' 
7,  1827.  His  jjrandfatlier  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution - 
iiry  war.  His  father  was  a  merchant,  and  in  his  store  the 
son  was  educated  to  business  while  performing  the  duties  of  a  clerk. 
He  was  a  student  at  Emory  and  Henry  College,  Virginia,  and  sub- 
eequently  at  Caldwell  Institute,  North  Carolina,  where  he  was 
favored  with  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Wilson,  one  of  the 
most  successful  educators  in  the  country.  Mr.  Thomas  entered  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel  Hill,  at  an  advanced  stage, 
and  graduated  in  1849.  He  then  stulied  law  at  the  University 
with  Hon.  W.  H.  Battle,  Professor  of  Law,  and  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina.  He  subsequently  pur- 
sued his  professional  studies,  until  he  obtained  license  to  practice, 
with  Hon.  Richmond  M.  Pearson,  now  Chief-Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  North  Carolina. 

Immediately  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr.  Thomas  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Beaufort,  his  native  town, 
and  was  very  successful.  He  was  elected  Solicitor  for  the  county, 
and  served  three  years.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature, 
but  was  defeated  on  the  question  of  the  location  of  a  railroad.  He 
opposed  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  secure  the  secession  of  North 
Carolina,  but  was  elected  a  member  of  the  body,  in  which  he  acted 
with  the  "  Conservative  Party,"  which  included  such  men  as  Will- 
iam A.  Graham,  George  E.  Badger,  and  John  A.  Gilmer.  After 
the  adjournment  of  the  convention  Mr.  Thomas  was  elected  princi- 
pal clerk  of  the  State  Senate  by  acclamation,  on  motion  of  Gov. 
Graham,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  ne.xt  session. 
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He  was  subsequently  elected  and  served  fur  some  time  as  Seci-c- 
tury  uf  State.  He  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  same  capacity  in 
the  provisional  government  formed  under  Governor  Holden  at  tlie 
close  of  the  rebellion.  He  then  accepted  the  position  of  President 
of  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railmad,  removing  to  New- 
bern,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  the  spring  of  1868  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republican  Convention  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  elected.  While  Imld, 
ing  this  position  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from  North  Caror 
lina  to  the  Forty -second  Congress  by  nearly  three  thousand  majority. 
Soon  after  taking  his  seat  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Enforcement  of  the  Laws  in  the  late  Insurrec- 
tionary States,  and  the  Committee  on  Elections.  Although  pos- 
sessing excellent  legal  attainments,  and  superior  abilities  as  a 
public  speaker,  he  took  but  little  part  in  the  discussions  of  the 
Forty-second  Congress.  In  May,  1872,  he  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated for  the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  was  re-elected  by  a  large 
majority.  His  career  in  Congress  was  characterized  by  a  faithful 
and  unostentatious  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  Representative. 
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LFRED  M.  WADDELL  was  born  September  16,  1834, 
in  Hillsborough,  North  Carolina,  a  village  celebrated 
•^^^^W  t'^r  its  cultivated  society  and  schools.  His  father,  Hon. 
Hugh  Waddell,  was  a  prominent  lawyer,  and  speaker  of 
the  North  Carolina  Senate.  One  of  his  great  grand fathei-s  was 
Alfred  Moore,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Alfred  received  his  early  education,  lirst  at  the  school  of  W.  J. 
Bingham,  afterward  at  the  Caldwell  Institution,  and  linally  at  the 
State  University  at  Chapel  Hill.  He  studied  law  under  Hon. 
W.  H.  Battle.  Judge  uf  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Hon.  S.  F.  Phillips.  He  was  admited  to  the  bar  at  the  aije  of 
twenty-one,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Wilmington,  to  pursue  ids 
profession.  When,  in  1860,  the  political  troubles  in  the  eountrv 
began  to  grow  serious,  ho  bought  the  "  Wilmington  Dailv  Herald  " 
tiie  largest  daily  newspaper  in  the  State,  and  edited  it  from  May, 
1860,  to  May,  1861,  advocating  during  the  Presidential  election  the 
election  of  Bell  and  Everett,  and  all  the  time  the  preservation  of 
the  Union.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  after  the  seces- 
sion of  North  Carolina,  he  entered  the  Confederate  army  as  Adjutant 

of  the  Thinl  Nortliumi)erland  Cavalry — the  Forty-first  Regiment 

and  was  promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Coloneh-y.     He  served  until 
June,  1864,  when  ill-healtli  compelled  lum  to  resign. 

He  resumed  the  practioe  of  the  law,  and  in  1870  was  nominated 
for  Representative  to  the  Forty-second  Congress  from  the  Third 
District  of  North  Carolina,  which  iiad  up  to  that  time  given  from 
two  to  three  thousand  Republican  majority.  Although  his  nomina 
tion  was  made  only  seventeen  days  before  the  election,  he  was 
elected  by  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  majoritv  over  Hon    ()    H 
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Dockery,  the  incumbent  of  the  seat,  to  the  surprise  and  satisfaction 
of  the  Conservative  party  of  the  whole  State.  An  ineifectual 
attempt  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his  seat  was  made  on  the 
ground  tliat  he  was  under  disability,  but  the  House  decided  that 
the  office  (Clerk  and  Master  in  Equity)  whicli  lie  held  before  the 
war  was  not  one  of  the  offices  mentioned  in  the  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution.  He  was  never  a  candidate  for  any 
political  office  before  his  election  to  Congress.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on  the  Insurrectionary 
States  (or  Ku-Klux)  Committee.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty- 
third  Congress. 
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%'^II.LIAM  ALEXANDER  SMITH  was  honi  in  Warivn^ 


toll,  North  Carolifia,  January  9,  1829.  lie  had  no  op- 
-js^^jj^  portunities  for  early  education  save  Cor  a  brief  period  at 
an  "  old  Held  school."  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  he- 
came  clerk  at  a  railroad  station.  He  subseqnently  worked  as  fire- 
man on  the  trains,  and  was  then  employed  as  a  ticket  agent.  After 
leaving  the  employ  of  the  railroads  he  went  to  Texas,  where  he 
worked  as  a  carpenter  at  five  dollars  a  day.  Having  saved  some 
money,  he  returned  to  North  Carolina  and  purchased  a  farm,  which, 
with  the  addition  of  purchases  since  made,  constitutes  the  large 
jilantation  on  which  he  now  resides. 

His  father  was  a  Federalist,  and  in  later  life  a  Whig.  The  son 
grew  np  a  thorough  Whig,  and  when  tlie  project  of  secession  was 
broached  opposed  that  movement,  and  in  so  doing  acted  with  such 
great  leaders  of  his  party  as  Badger  and  Graliam.  Like  them  he 
yielded  to  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Seces- 
sion Convention  of  North  Carolina  in  1861,  he  reluctantly  acquiesced 
in  the  action  by  which  the  State  became  identified  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  favored  the  Eeconstruction  acts  of 
Congress,  and  gave  them  his  support  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1865,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1864,  and  of  the  State 
Senate  in  1870.  He  was  in  1872  elected  a  Repret^entativc  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  as  a  Republican  in  a 
district  which  was  supposed  to  be  certain  to  give  a  Democratic 
majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures. 
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Within  a  i'ew  years  Mr.  Smith  lias  been  largely  interested  in  the 
railroads  of  North  Carolina.  In  1873  he  became  President  of  the 
Yadkin  River  Railroad,  and  receiver  of  the  North  Carolina  Rail- 
road. It  has  been  his  object  to  give  the  railroad  system  of  North 
Carolina  more  importance  by  consolidating  local  roads  into  a  grand 
trunk  line  which  could  compete  with  other  routes  for  through  travel. 
In  this  he  has  met  with  much  success,  although  violently  opposed 
by  many  politicians,  who  endeavored  to  defeat  his  plans  by  action 
of  the  State  Legislature.  He  possesses  indomitable  energy,  great 
perseverance,  with  unusual  executive  ability.  These  qualities,  to- 
gether with  his  undoubted  and  unswerving  integrity,  have  been  the 
methods  of  his  great  success. 
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'*srii>'^>  AMES    M.  LEACH   was  hdni  at  Laiisdowiie,  the  family 


homestead,  in  Raiidol|)li  Ooiuity,  Nortli  Cai'Dlina,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1831.  Both  liis  graudtatliers  were  Wliigs  in  the 
Revohition,  and  participated  as  soldiers  in  several  im]>or- 
tant  battles.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  thouj^li  his  father  was  tiie 
owner  of  numerous  slaves,  was  brought  up  to  farm  labor,  and  in  his 
youth  acquired  habits  of  industry.  He  received  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  an  academy  in  Greensborough,  North  Carolina,  and  studied 
law  with  his  brother.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844:.  Ou 
account  of  his  early  and  active  participation  in  politics  he  did  not 
become  thorough  in  the  mastery  of  his  profession  as  a  lawyer, 
nevertheless  he  met  with  remarkable  success  in  his  practice.  He 
was  employed  in  the  most  important  criminal  cases,  in  which  he 
was  almost  always  successful.  In  a  few  years  he  acquired  an  ample 
fortune  at  the  bar. 

He  was  reared  in  the  Federal  school  of  politics,  and  was  an  active 
nmembcr  of  the  "Whig  party  so  long  as  it  existed.  In  1848  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature,  and  served  b}^  re-election  for  ten  years. 
During  all  this  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  and  Internal 
Improvement  Committees.  He  advocated  a  liberal  system  of 
common  schools,  and  aided  actively  in  the  establishment  of  the 
State  Asylums.  No  one  in  the  State  was  more  prominent  and 
etticient  in  the  promotion  of  railroads  and  other  public  improve- 
ments. He  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  rillmorc  ticket  in 
1856,  and  in  1858  he  was  elected  a  Representative  to  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Congress  as  a  Whig,  in  a  Democratic  District,  over  a  dis- 
tinguished opponent  then  in  Congress.     By  his  votes  and  speeches 

in    this    memorable   Congress   he  deliiied  his  position  as  a  strong 
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Union  man.  He  made  an  elaborate  sjieech  against  the  doctrine  of 
seeession,  and  in  favor  ot'tlie  maintenance  of  tlie  Union,  and  yet  lie 
declared  that  if  the  Government  should  be  broken  up  and  the 
Union  desti'o^'ed  he  would  take  sides  with  the  South.  He  returned 
home  after  the  inauguration  of  President  Lincoln,  and  was  a  can- 
didate for  re-election.  Immediately  after  the  affair  of  Fort  Sumter  he 
went  into  the  Confederate  military  service,  and  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run  and  Manassas.  Un- 
pleasant feeling  having  grown  up  between  him  and  his  immediate 
superior  in  reference  to  the  treatment  and  discipline  of  the  regiment, 
by  the  advice  of  the  general  of  the  brigade  he  resigned.  He  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  continued  until 
the  winter  of  1863-4,  when  he  was  elected  by  a  large  majority  a 
member  of  the  last  Confederate  Congress.  In  that  body  he  was 
leader  of  what  was  known  as  the  peace  party,  which  consisted  of 
about  thirty-five  men.  They  were  in  favor  of  a  compromise  to 
secure  peace  with  the  United  States  Government,  if  it  could  be 
made  on  terms  honorable  to  both  sides.  They  were,  in  fact,  Eeeon- 
3tructionists,  believing  that  the  highest  interests  of  the  people  of 
I  Kith  sections  demanded  that  the  difficulties  should  be  adjusted, 
and  the  Union  restored.  Early  in  1865  he  went  so  far  as  to  write 
a  letter  to  a  distinguislied  official  of  the  Confederate  Government 
urging  that  a  commission,  to  be  appointed  by  Mr.  Davis,  should  go 
to  the  extent  of  ending  the  war,  on  the  basis  of  reconstruction  and 
reunion,  provided  that  justice  should  be  done  to  the  South.  He  ex- 
pressed his  firm  conviction  that  there  was  no  possibility  for  the 
success  of  the  Southern  army,  and  that  by  thus  ending  the  war 
much  bloodshed  would  be  avoided,  and  cordial  good  feeling  be 
likely  to  be  re-established  at  an  early  day. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Leach  was  twice  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  North  Carolina.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  Eepresentative 
from  North  Carolina  to  tlie  Forty-second  Congress  as  a  Conservative 
or  moderate  Democrat  of  liberal  views,  and  was  re-elected  to  the 
Forty-third  Congress.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws. 
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rILLIAM  M.  ROBBINS  was  bom  in  Randolph  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  is  about  forty  years  of  age.  His 
parents  were  of  exemplary  character,  but  in  moderate 
circumstances.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  with  limited 
means,  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  education  of  his  children, 
nine  in  number.  He  succeeded  in  giving  all  of  them  the  benefit 
of  a  coinj)lete  course  in  college,  except  the  two  youngest  sons,  who 
left  school  to  volunteer  in  the  Confederate  army. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  spent  his 
early  years  in  laboring  on  the  farm  in  summer,  and  going  to  school 
during  the  winter  months  in  a  neighboring  academy.  Being  fond 
of  books  his  progress  was  rapid,  and  at  a  suitable  age  he  was  so 
well  prepared  that  he  entered  Junior  at  Randolph  Macon  College 
in  Virginia,  and  two  years  afterward,  in  1851,  he  graduated  with 
the  first  distinction  in  a  large  and  talented  class.  For  three  years 
subsequently  he  filled  the  chair  of  mathematics  at  Trinity  Coileije, 
North  Carolina,  after  which  he  removed  to  Alabama  and  devoted 
himself  to  the  profession  of  law,  residing  for  awliile  r.t  Eufauhi  and 
afterwards  in  Marion.  Here  the  late  war  found  him  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  at  once  volunteered  in  the  dm- 
federate  service  as  a  private,  but  was  soon  elected  lieutenant  of  his 
company,  which  belonged  to  the  I'ourth  Regiment  of  .\hd)ama  In- 
fantry. In  this  regiment  he  served  actively  throughout  the  wai-, 
participating  in  nearly  all  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  Nortiiern 
Virginia,  from  Bull  Run  to  Appomattox  Court-House.  He  was 
dangerously  wounded  in  the  Wilderness.  At  the  surrender  of  Lee 
he  was  major,  coinmandinu'  his   regiment.      All    his   five   brothers 
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were  also  volunteers  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  but  one  survives, 
tlie  otlier  four  having  been  killed  in  battle.  Himself  and  his  only 
surviving  brother  surrendered  at  Appomattox. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Robbins  occupied  no 
equivocal  position  during  the  war,  but  devotedly  fought  for  what 
he  considered  the  just  cause  of  the  South.  When  that  cause  was 
lost  he  submitted  with  resignation  to  what  he  recognized  as  the 
mysterious  decree  of  the  Divinity  which  sliapes  the  destiny  of 
nations  as  of  men. 

After  the  war  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Salisbury,  North  CarO' 
lina,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  the  poverty  to  which  he 
was  reduced  demaiidiiig  the  devotion  of  all  his  efforts  to  the  sup- 
port of  his  family.  Although  a  decided  Democrat,  he  had  never 
taken  an  active  pait  in  politics,  except  to  make  some  speeches  in 
the  presidential  campaign  of  1860,  and  had  never  been  a  candi- 
date for  any  office.  When  the  Congressional  plan  of  reconstruction 
was  put  forth,  and  a  convention  called  to  reconstruct  North  Caro- 
lina, he  was  nominated  by  the  Demooratio  party  as  a  candidate 
to  that  Convention ;  but  though  he  carried  his  own  county,  he  was 
defeated  by  a  small  majority  in  the  eleotoral  district,  Wlien  the 
new  Constitution  was  promulgated  he  was  again  nominated  in  the 
same  electoral  district  as  a  candidate  for  State  Senator,  and  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority. 

He  then  became  a  member  of  the  first  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  after  reconstruction,  and  in  that  body  won  a  high  reputa' 
tion  for  ability,  foresight,  and  patriotism,  by  his  strenuous  opposition 
to  the  whole  series  of  measures  for  granting  subsidies  to  railroads 
and  other  works — measures  which  all  now  admit  were  most  ruin- 
ous to  the  credit  of  North  Carolina.  In  1868  he  was  an  elector 
on  the  Seymour  ticket  and  made  a  most  energetic  canvass,  carrying 
his  district  by  a  large  majority,  though  the  State  went  the  other 
way.  In  1870  he  was  re-elected  to  the  State  Senate  by  a  consid- 
erable majority.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a  Representative  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  beating  his  opponent 
more  than   one   thousand   six  hundred    votes.     lie  supported    Mr. 
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Greeley  for  President,  tluniicli  lie  considered  liis  iioniinatiun  inju- 
dicious, and  M  sure  token  of  defeat. 

]\[r,  Tiobhins  is  a  very  earnest  oiiponeiit  of  the  Ilc]uil)lican  party, 
and  is  suinctimes  hitter  in  liis  licminciations  of  its  policy;  hut  iiis 
fairness  and  camlcir,  iiis  fninkness  of  inannor,  his  kindness  of  feel- 
ing and  toleranoe  of  opposition,  render  him  personally  ver^'  popular 
uinonp;  his  op])oncnts,  while  his  unfaltering  devotion  to  principle, 
his  lire  aqil  energy,  are  the  pride  of  his  friends.  Though  he 
possesses  few  of  tiio  graces  or  qualifications  of  the  orator,  save  4 
read_v  flow  of  apt  and  pointed  words,  and  pithy  homely  illustra- 
tions, he  is  considered  one  of  the  most  trenchant  and  effective  pop- 
ular speakers  in  North  Carolina.  He  is  remarkable  for  clearness, 
directness,  vigor,  and  magnetic  power  over  a  puhlic  assembly. 

At  Appomattox  Mr.  Robbins  and  a  Federal  officer  spent  several 
hours  in  discussing  the  issues  involved  in  the  war,  then  plainly 
over,  when  the  latter  ended  the  conversation  with  the  remark  : 
''  Sir,  although  you  have  failed  in  maintaining  your  views  by  force 
of  arms,  in  a  few  years  you  will  be  in  0  ingress  contending  for  the 
rights  of  your  section."     The  prediction  is  verified, 
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I'^f^pHOMAS  S.  ASHE  was  born  in  Orange  County,  North 
VJM  Carolina.  His  great-grandfather  was  Plon.  Samnel  Ashe, 
:''^'^d'  one  of  the  earliest  governors  of  North  Carolina,  whose 
father  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State  under  Bur- 
rington,  the  colonial  governor.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Hon. 
William  F.  Strndwick,  was  a  Representative  in  Congi-ess  in  1796. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  prepared  for  college  at  the  classical 
school  of  W.  T.  Bingham,  in  Hillsborough,  North  Carolina,  and 
graduated  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1832.  He  com- 
menced tiie  study  of  law  in  1833  under  Ciiief-Jnstice  Thomas 
Ituffin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1835.  He  was  elected  in 
1842  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  tiie  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  from  the  county  of  Anson.  He  was  elected  by 
the  Legislature  solicitor  of  tlie  Fifth  Judicial  District  of  North 
Carolina,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  Li  1854  he 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  North  Carolina  from  the  counties  of 
Anson  and  Union. 

He  was  cle(!ted  in  1861  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  to  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  Congress 
in  1864.  He  was  one  of  the  Counselors  of  State  during  the 
administration  of  Governor  Jonathan  Worth  in  1866.  He  was 
the  Conservative  candidate  for  Governor  in  1868,  but  was  defeated. 
He  was  elected  to  the  P'orty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States  as 
a  Conservative  by  a  majority  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  votes  over  the  Republican  candidate.  He  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures;  ably  and 
faithfully  discharging  all  his  duties  as  a  Rei)resentative. 
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^"^^^^^OBERT  BRANK  VANCE  was  horn  in  Buncombe 
Comity,  North  Carolina,  April  24,  1828.  His  grand- 
'.;^5  father,  Colonel  David  Vance,  was  an  officer  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  King's 
Mountain.  His  father,  Captain  David  Vance,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  a  farmer,  and  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised  on  a  farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  Newton  Academy,  a 
popular  institution  of  learning  at  Asheville,  North  Carolina.  He 
then  engaged  in  farming  until  1856,  when  he  embarked  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits. 

He  was  a  AVhig  in  politics,  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions,  which  he  held  from 
1848  to  1856.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  entered  the 
military  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  He  served  first  as 
captain,  then  as  colonel,  generally  in  command  of  a  brigade.  He 
was  in  Bragg's  army  at  the  battle  of  Miirfreesborough,  and.  for  gal- 
lantry in  that  engagement  he  was  promoted  to  be  a  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral. He  subsequently  served  in  Kirby  Smith's  army,  and  for  an 
entire  year  garrisoned  (^umherland  Giip.  Ho  commanded  the  force 
which  penetrated  Baptist  Gap,  and  reaching  the  rear  of  the  Fed- 
eral forces,  would  have  completely  cut  tbein  off  had  they  not 
abandoned  their  position  and  retreated  toward  the  Ohio. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1864,  General  Vance  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Cosby,  Tennessee.  After  being  detained  more  than  a  year  at 
Camp  Chase  and  Camp  Delaware,  Ohio,  he  was  sent  to  New  York 
to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Confederate  prisoners,  and  having  per- 
formed this  duty  he  was  released  on  parole  and  returned  to  his 
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Iioiiie.  He  then  eni:;aged  a^aiii  in  inercaiitilo  pursuits,  from  wliicli 
he  retired  in  1870  to  resume  tlie  business  of  farming.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Ciuireh  Soutii,  and  has  on 
several  occasions  been  a  delegate  to  tiie  General  Conference  of  tliat 
denomination. 

In  18Y2  he  was  elected  a  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress  as  a  Democratic  Conservative  by  nearly 
three  thousand  majority.  He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions  and  the  War  of  1812.  In  the  course  of  the 
deliberations  of  this  Congress  he  delivered  speeches  on  the  Civil 
Rights  Bill  and  on  Internal  Revenue  and  Currency, 
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^"*OSEPH   H.  RAINEY,  the  first  colored  man  admitted  to 


a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  June  29,  1832. 
His  father  and  mother  were  both  originally  slaves,  who 
obtained  their  freedom  by  purchase  through  the  avails  of  their  own 
industry  and  economy.  His  father  was  a  barber,  and  for  many 
years  supported  a  large  family  by  diligently  pursuing  his  trade. 
Young  Rainey,  being  about  his  father's  shop,  naturally  acquired 
familiarity  with  the  business,  which  he  pursued  for  more  than  ten 
years. 

He  never  attended  a  regular  scliool,  being  deprived  of  all  public 
facilities  for  education  by  the  laws,  which  made  it  a  criminal 
offense  to  teach  colored  children  the  merest  rudiments  of  learning. 
He  had,  hovVeVei',  a  strong  thirst  for  knowledge,  which  prompted 
him  to  seek  private  means  of  obtaining  a  common  Englisli  educa- 
tion. 

He  resided  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  from  1846  to  1862. 
He  married  in  Philadelphia  in  1S59,  and  took  his  wife  South  amid 
the  excitement  resulting  from  John  Brown's  raid.  He  was  threat- 
ened with  imprisonment  for  violating  the  law  in  leaving  the  State 
and  returning.  His  friends,  however,  interposed,  and  prevented 
the  execution  of  the  purposes  of  his  enemies.  The  war  having 
broken  out,  free  persons  of  color  were  requireij  by  the  Confederates 
to  assist  in  throwing  up  earth-works  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston. 
Mr.  Rainey  was  compelled  to  work  on  the  intrenchments,  and 
performed  the  labor  with  great  reluctance,  having  no  interests  in 
common  with  those  whom  he  was  tints  compelled  to  serve. 
On  the  tirst  oppurtunity  he  left  Ciiarleston  for  the  West  Indies, 
where  he  remained  until  1860,  when  he  returned  to  South  Caro- 
lina, and  made  his  residence  in  his  native  countv. 
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Soon  after  his  return  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  It  was 
not  long,  however,  before  he  was  called  by  the  people  to  public 
employment.  He  was  elected  a  Delegate  to  the  State  Convention 
of  1867-68,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations.  Subse- 
quently he  was  elected  a  State  Senator  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  In  July,  1870, 
he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  Representative  from  South 
Carolina  in  the  Forty-first  Congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  non-reception  of  Hon.  B.  F,  Whitteniore.  He  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 
votes.  Taking  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  December 
12, 1870,  he  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Freedmen's  Affairs. 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses, 
receiving  in  the  latter  instance  nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five  votes,  being  all  that  were  cast.  During  his  entire 
service  in  the  House  he  has  done  effective  work  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Freedmen's  Aflfairs,  and  during  the  Forty-third 
Congress  he  was  also  on  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Rainey's  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  House  have  proven  him 
to  be  among  the  most  ready  and  effective  in  debate.  His  complex- 
ion and  appearance  are  rather  those  of  a  Cuban  than  an  African,  but 
he  fully  identifies  himself  with  his  people,  and  is  among  their 
bravest  and  most  eloquent  champions  in  Congress.  His  sympathies 
are  by  no  means  circumscribed,  however,  and  on  one  occasion,  pend- 
ing the  discussion  of  a  measure  which  bore  harshly  upon  the 
Chinese  and  Indians,  he  electrified  the  House  by  the  eloquence 
with  which  he  declared  how  much  he  had  at  heart  the  rights  of  the 
oppressed  of  every  race. 
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I^LONZO  J.  RANSIER  was  born  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  January  3,  183-J-.  Belonging  to  an  enslaved 
\^j^j^  race,  though  himself  free,  he  found  no  facilities  for  educa- 
tion open  to  him,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  was 
entirely  dejjendent  u])on  liis  own  resources.  By  perseverance  in 
private  study  he  acquired  a  good  English  education.  He  was  em- 
ployed as  ship]jing  clerk  in  1850  by  a  leading  merchant,  who  was 
tried  for  violation  of  law  in  "  hiring  a  colored  clerk,"  and  fined 
one  cent  with  costs. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  took  an  active  part  in 
politics,  lie  was  appointed  by  General  Sickles  a  registrar  of  elec- 
tions for  Charleston.  He  took  an  active  part  in  bringing  about 
the  first  Republican  Convention  held  in  South  Carolina,  which 
convened  in  the  city  of  Charleston  in  November,  1SG5.  He  was 
deputed  to  convey  a  memorial  from  that  body  to  Congress,  setting 
forth  the  grievances  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  and 
asking  for  protective  legislation  in  their  behalf.  The  memorial 
looked  especially  to  the  securing  of  suffrage  and  equal  rights  for 
the  colored  people. 

He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  convention  tiiat  framed  the 
Constitution  of  1868,  which  is  now  the  organic  law  of  the  State. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  18G8-69,  He  was  a  presidential  electvjr  on 
the  Grant  and  Colfax  ticket  in  1868.  He  was  chosen  ciiairmaii  of 
the  State  Republican  Central  Committee,  and  held  this  position 
until  1872.  He  was  a  member  and  a  vice-president  of  tlie  Re]>ub 
lican  National  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  auditor  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides  in  1872 ; 
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.111(1  was  (luring-  the  same  year  elected  Lieutenant-ijoverMor  over 
Greneral  M.  C.  Bntler,  a  distinguislied  Confederate  oflScer,  hy  a 
iinjority  of  thirty-three  thousand  votes.  It  i^  a  subject  of  remark 
l>y  newspapers  and  individuals,  tliat  notwitlistandins;  nearly  every 
public  mail  connected  with  Scott's  administrati(.)n  has  lieen  assailed 
on  the  score  of  official  corruption,  no  newspaper  or  individual  has 
ever  so  cliarged  Mr.  Ilansier.  He  was  President  of  the  National 
Convention  of  Colored  Men,  held  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in 
1872.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Platform  and  Reso- 
lutions in  a  similar  body  c  )nvened  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for 
the  ]iurpose  of  iinitiucr  the  colored  vote  in  favor  of  the  nominees  of 
the  Philadelphia  Convention.  The  resolutions  of  that  body  were 
oeneraily  commended  by  the  press,  and  had  a  decided  influence 
upon  the  oolored  vote  in  the  pi-esidential  election. 

Although  Mr.  Ransier  has  i)een  in  politics  always  a  decided  Re- 
publican, he  is  regarded  as  a  conservative  on  many  questions  of 
)>ublic  i)olicy.  Just  after  the  war  he  boldly  advocated  the  removal 
(if  political  disabilities  imposed  for  participation  in  the  Rebellion, 
favoring  •'  general  amnesty  and  universal  suffrage,"  as  a  basis  of 
i-ccoiistniction.  He  has  often  written  on  topics  relating  to  State 
and  national  politics.  Among  the  earliest  and  most  widely  cir- 
culated political  documents  of  the  late  presidential  campaign  was 
his  letter  to  Governor  Pinchback  on  the  position  of  Greeley  and 
Sumner.  While  he  awarded  to  Mr.  Sumner  the  highest  praise  for 
his  past  course  in  relation  to  the  African  race,  he  asserted  that,  if  he 
supported  Mr.  Greeley  the  colored  people  could  not  and  would  not 
follow  him. 

In  1872  Mr.  Ransier  was  elected  a  Representative  from  South 
Carolina  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  by  a  majority  of  thirteen 
thousand  votes  over  General  William  Gurney,  Independent  Repub- 
lican, who  was  Post-commandant  of  Charleston  at  the  close  of  the 
Rebellion. 
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^""^"^^^OBERT  BROAVN  ELLIOTT  was  born  in  Boston,  Massa- 
jfiSi        eliusetts,  August  11,  1842.     At  the  age  of  five  years  he 


was  carried  to  Enirhmd  bv  his  parents,  who  removed 
tliither.  His  primary  eihication  was  obtained  at  a  private 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  lie  entered  the  High  Holbora 
Academy.  After  remaining  in  this  institution  about  three  years, 
in  1855  he  entered  Eton  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1859. 
After  traveling  on  the  continent,  he  returned  home  to  Boston,  and 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  enlisted  in  the_  United  States 
naval  service,  was  in  many  engagements,  and  was  tliVice  wounded. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  while  work- 
ing at  tlie  printing  trade,  which  he  ha  I  learned  during  vacations 
while  in  England,  he  devoted  his  leisure  moments  to  the  completion 
of  the  study  of  the  law,  to  which  he  had  previously  turned  his  at- 
tention. In  the  spring  of  18(56,  he  removed  to  the  State  of  South- 
Carolina,  and  for  a  short  time  was  associate  editor  of  the  "'  South- 
Carolina  Leader,"  a  weekly  paper,  then  publislieil  by  a  company  of 
colored  men,  in  the  city  of  Charleston.  As  soon  as  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  were  passed,  giving  the  colored  men  of  the  South  the  right 
of  suffrage,  he  at  once  lent  his  efforts  toward  organizing  the  Rei)ul)- 
lican  Party  of  the  State.  In  Jnly,  18G7,  he  removed  to  Barnwell 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  the  military  courts,  and  on  the 
admission  of  the  State  to  representation  in  the  (iiilon,  upon  upiili- 
cation,  after  passing  successfully  the  proper  examination,  was  ad- 
mitted by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  practice  as  an  attorney 
ill  all  the  courts  of  the  State. 

On  his  removal  to  Barnwell,  he  was  appointed  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Republican  Party  supervisor  of  the  Republican 
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(ir<i;anizations  in  the  counties  of  Barnwell  and  Edgefield,  wliieli  (•oun- 
ties  he  organized  and  canvassed  so  efficiently  that,  in  spite  of  all 
difficulties,  both  were  carried  "  for  a  convention"  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  convention  to  frame  a  consti- 
tution for  the  government  of  the  State. 

He  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  convention  from  Edgefield,  and 
after  its  adjournment,  on  his  retui'u  to  Barnwell,  was  tendered  the 
nomination  of  State  senator ;  but  on  declining  to  accept,  was  nomi- 
nated and  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  South-Caro- 
liiiu.  He  was  soon  after  appointed  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector- 
ofiieral  of  the  State  ;  was  president  of  the  State  convention  which 
nominated  the  electors  of  President  in  1868 ;  and  was  president  of 
the  convention  in  which  E.  K.  Scott  was  nominated  for  governor. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Elliott  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  as  a  can- 
didate for  representative  from  South-Carolina  in  the  Forty-second 
Congress,  and,  after  a  vigoi'ous  campaign,  was  elected  by  nearly 
seven  thousand  majority.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Fortv-tiiird 
Congress  by  a  majority  of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  tliirry- 
three  votes.  During  his  entire  service  in  the  House  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  full  black,  with  all  the  distinguishing  features  of 

his  race.     In  literary  attainments  he  has  few  superiors  in  the  House. 

He  is  a  good  speaker,  and  has  numy  times  addressed  the   House  in 

a  manner  to  elicit  attention   and    command  respect.     His  speech  in 

favor  of    tlie  Supplementary  Civil   Rights    bill,    in  reply  to  Hon. 

Alexander  li.  Stephens,  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  arguments 

delivered   in   fivor  of  that   measure.     The  scene    was  one  of  rare 

historical  and  dramatic  interest. 
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Jf^^flCRA'RD  HAEVEY  CAIN  was  born  in  Greenbrier 
County,  Virginia,  April  12,  1825.  His  I'atlier  was  of 
,>^y  African  descent;  liis  mother  was  an  Indian  of  tiie  Chero- 
kee nation.  He  was  carried  to  the  State  of  Ohio  when 
a  child  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Gallipolis.  At  the  age  of 
six  years  he  was  placed  in  the  family  of  Lemuel  Butler,  of  Ports- 
moutii,  Ohio,  with  whom  he  remained  until  be  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  During  this  period  he  had  no  advantages  of  educa- 
tion save  such  as  he  obtained  in  the  Sunday-school,  and,  by  hia  own 
perseverance,  in  private  study  at  night  after  the  labors  of  the  day. 
Early  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  entered  the  ministry,  and  for  several  years  was  a  Missionary 
in  the  West.  He  was  stationed  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  at  Mus- 
catine, Iowa,  from  1856  to  1859.  Being  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
collegiate  education,  he  entered  Wilberforce  University  in  1860, 
where  he  pursued  a  course  of  studies  until  1861.  In  that  year  he 
was  transferred  to  New  York  by  Bishop  Payne,  and  remained  in 
Brooklyn,  as  pastor  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
until  July,  1865.  He  was  appointed  Missionary  to  the  freedmen  of 
Soutli  Carolina,  and,  as  General  Superintendent,  was  engaged  in 
organizing  Churches  in  that  State. 

In  1868  he  was  appointed  by  General  Canby  an  Alderman  of 
Charleston  city.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  and  took  a  pruminent  part  in  tlie  reconstruction  of  the 
State.  He  was  elected  a  State  Senator  in  1868,  and  served  until  1870. 
During  the  time  in  which  he  held  these  important  and  responsi- 
ble offices  he  was  editor  of  a  Republican  newspaper,  and  continued 
to  perform  the  arduous  labors  of  that  position  for  seven  years. 
He  took  strong  ground  in  favor  of  harmonizing  the  conflicting  in- 
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turests  of  the  two  races  of  the  State.  He  advocated  the  develop- 
ment of  all  the  material  interests  of  South  Carolina  as  tlie  best 
means  of  promoting  the  peace  so  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  tlio 
whole  people.  He  maintained  the  importance  of  securing  home- 
steads by  the  newly  made  citizens  on  the  one  liand,  and  on  tlie 
other  tlie  necessity  of  an  acceptance  by  the  whites  of  the  new  re- 
lationships of  all  parties  under  Congressional  reconstruction. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cain  was  elected  Representative  from  the  State  at 
large  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  by  an  overwhelming  majority, 
over  Lewis  E.  Johnson,  son  of  Keverdy  Johnson.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 
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L^LEXANDEE  S.  WALLACE  was  born  in  York  County, 
,1^%.  South  Carolina,  December  30,  1810.  He  received  a 
"^^i^"  common-school  education  and  became  a  planter.  He 
was  appointed  a  magistrate  in  18,38,  and  was  successively 
re  ajjpointed  until  1853.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  South 
Carolina  Legislature  in  1852,  in  opposition  to  the  secession  move- 
ment of  1851,  and  was  re-elected  for  five  successive  terms.  He 
was  a  cai-rT-'Jafe  for  re-election  in  1800,  and  was  defeated  by  the 
Secessionists,  but  was  elected  as  a  Union  candidate  in  18G5.  Li 
July  of  the  following  year  he  was  appointed  Internal  Revenue  Col- 
lector for  the  Third  District  of  South  Carolina. 

When  his  State  was  in  process  of  reconstruction  Mr.  Wallace  was 
the  Republican  candidate  for  Representative  from  South  Carolina 
to  the  Forty-first  Congress.  His  Democratic  competitor,  William 
D.  Simpson,  had  served  in  the  rebel  army  and  in  the  Confederate 
Congress.  At  the  election  Wallace  received  9,807  votes  and  Simp- 
son 14,098.  The  South  Carolina  Board  of  Canvassers  first  gave  a 
certificate  of  election  to  Mr.  Simpson,  and  then  reconsidered  their 
action  and  gave  a  certificate  to  Mr.  Wallace.  After  long  consider- 
ation of  the  case  by  the  Committee  on  Elections,  they  reported  in 
favor  of  the  right  of  Mr.  Wallace  to  the  seat,  basing  the  report 
upon  three  propositions,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Cessna:  (1.)  That  when 
one  of  two  candidates  is  ineligible  the  votes  given  for  him  are  of  no 
eiFect,  and  the  otiier  candidate  is  elected  ;  (2.)  that  there  was  such 
intimidation  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  invalidated  the 
poll  in  several  of  the  counties  of  this  district ;  (3.)  that  enough  vot- 
ers were  driven  from  the  polls,  because  of  violence  and  fraud,  to 
have  changed  the  result  had  their  votes  been  admitted,  ilr.  Wal- 
lace was  sworn  in  and  took  his  seat  May  27,  1870. 
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CASS  CAEPENTER  was  born  at  Putnam,  Connecticut, 
February  20,  1836.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  New  Enghmd.  At  an  early  age  he  re- 
moved to  New  Jersey,  and  taught  school  for  several  years, 
at  the  same  time  writing  a  good  deal  for  the  public  T»ress.  He  was 
for  six  years  a  clerk  in  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  at 
Washington,  and  correspondent  of  several  prominent  journals  over 
the  signature  of  "  Cass." 

Mr.  Carpenter  studied  law  in  Columbian  College,  Washington, 
D.  C,  but  removed  to  the  South  before  graduating.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  but  never  practiced  the  profession  of  law.  In 
1868  he  assisted  in  establishing  the  first  Republican  daily  news- 
paper in  South  Carolina,  the  "Charleston  Republican,"  and  in 
1870  he  removed  thither  to  become  one  of  its  editors.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  latter  year  he  established  at  the  State  capital  the 
"Columbia  Daily  Union,"  which  he  still  owns  and  edits.  He  or- 
ganized the  Southern  Republican  Press  Association  in  1871,  became 
its  first  president,  and  has  been  annually  re-elected. 

Mr.  Carpenter  takes  great  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  edu- 
cation, not  only  in  his  own  State,  but  throughout  the  countrj^ 
He  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Soutii  Carolina 
State  Normal  School,  and  has  contributed  his  best  efforts  to  bring 
that  institiition  up  to  a  proper  standard.  He  is  a  firm  and  uncom- 
promising friend  of  the  colored  race,  and  has  given  the  best  services 
of  his  life  to  the  elevation  of  that  people.  He  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress as  a  Republican,  from  what  is  known  as  the  "  Brooks  District," 
to  succeed  Hon.  Robert  B.  Elliott,  resigned.  He  had  no  organized 
opposition,  receiving  twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  votes  against  eight^'-seven  scattering. 
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^K  Alexander  Hamilton  Stephens  was  bom  Feb- 

iJJj^  niary  11,  1812,  in  that  part  of  Wilkes  since  ■embraced  in 
>Mi(ivJl  TaHaferro  County,  Georgia,  about  two  miles  from  the 
present  town  of  Crawfordville.  His  grandfather,  Alex- 
ander, an  Englishman,  was  an  ardent  Jacobite.  After  the  fatal 
field  of  Cnlloden  he  made  his  way  to  America,  was  in  the  colonial 
forces  at  Braddock's  defeat,  and  served  with  honor  as  a  captain  in 
tiie  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  son  Andrew 
was  a  man  of  limited  means  but  persistent  industry,  and  main, 
tained  a  high  standing  for  probity  and  honor.  Alexander  lost  his 
mother  in  his  infancy,  and  at  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  left  in 
complete  orphanage  at  the  age  of  fouitoen.  The  home  where  ids 
grandfather,  father,  and  mother  had  lived  and  died  was  sold  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  children,  and  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dob 
lars  constituted  tht;  amount  of  his  patrimony. 

The  boy  was  not  endowed  witli  a  robust  constitution,  but  froni 
his  infancy  was  frail  and  sickl}'.  He  attended  a  country  school  in 
winter,  and  in  summer  worked  on  the  farm  of  an  uncle,  who  was 
his  guardian  and  foster-father.  His  Sunday-school  teacher  had  the 
sagacity  to  perceive  the  cleverness  of  tlie  youth,  and  the  generosity 
to  take  an  interest  in  his  education.  He  rehearsed  the  praises  of 
young  Stephens  to  Mr.  Webster,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  principal 
of  an  academy  in  Wasiiington,  Georgia,  who  conceived  the  idea  of 
traiiiing  the  talented  boy  for  the  ministry.  He  was  entered  as  a 
student  under  Mr.  Webster,  and  soon  became  a  Cliurch-member 
and  a  practical  Christian.  In  the  course  of  a  i'aw  months  his  pre- 
ceptor was  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  youth's  fitness  for  the 

holy  calling,  and   advised   iiim  to  ])repare  for   the    ministrv.     He 
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offered  to  send  liiin  to  college  and  assume  his  expenses  while  there. 
Tlio  religions  tenijierament  of  Mr.  Stephens  led  h'ini  to  entertain  the 
subject  favorably,  and  his  relatives  concnrred  in  the  minister's  views. 
Meantime  he  continued  liis  preparatory  studies  with  his  generous 
friend,  wlio  soon  after  fell  ill  and  died.  The  full  name  of  this 
benevolent  and  good  man  was  Alexander  Hamilton  Webster.  It 
was  after  his  death,  and  in  grateful  respect  for  his  memory,  that 
Mr.  Stejihens  adopted  "Hamilton  "  as  his  middle  name. 

Several  gentlemen  in  the  town  of  Washington  insisted  that  they 
should  he  allowed  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the  deceased  precep- 
tor, and  that  Stephens  should  go  to  college.  He  accepted  theii- 
jiroposition  on  the  same  condition  he  had  accepted  that  of  his  de- 
ceased preceptor — that  all  advances  should  be  held,  and  idtimately 
repaid,  as  a  loan.  He  entered  the  University  of  Georgia  in  Au- 
gust, 1828.  During  the  progress  of  his  studies,  about  two  years 
later,  grave  doubts  touching  his  vocation  forced  themselves  ujion 
his  mind.  The  embarrassment  of  his  position  weighed  heavily  ujion 
him,  and  he  determined  to  go  no  further  before  taking  counsel  of  his 
uncle  and  guardian.  He  appreciated  the  circumstatices  of  the  case, 
and  discreetly  came  to  his  nephew's  aid  by  surrendering  to  him  liis 
entire  patrimony.  He  now  had  become  able  to  defray  his  own  ex- 
penses, and  henceforth  relied  only  on  his  own  purse.  He  graduated 
in  1832  with  the  highest  honors. 

After  Mr.  Ste])hens  left  college  his  narrow  circumstances  induced 
him  to  accept  the  situation  of  teacher  iti  an  academy  at  Madison, 
(ieorgia.  This  he  held  for  one  term,  and  then  tt)ok  charge  of  a 
private  school  in  Liberty  County.  With  tlie  jiroceeds  of  two  years 
occupied  in  teaching  he  was  able  to  pay,  with  interest,  all  that  had 
been  advanced  for  him  during  the  early  part  of  his  education. 
Meanwhile  he  had  read  several  elementary  law  books,  and  now  re- 
solved to  enter  upon  the  jirofession  of  his  choice.  He  relinquished 
his  situation  as  teacher,  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Crawfordville  as  a 
student  of  law. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  22d  of  July,  183i,  on  which 

ocea>ion   he  was  highlv  complimented   bv  the  distinguished  Jndiie, 
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William  H.  Crawford,  before  whom  he  was  examined,  and  b}-  Joseph 
II.  Lumpkin,  late  Chief- Justice  of  Georgia,  tlm  head  of  the  ex- 
amining committee.  He  rode  the  northern  circuit  of  Georgia,  and 
pushed  his  way  with  such  energy  that  in  two  years  he  secured  a  fair 
]iroportion  of  the  eases  tried  in  its  courts.  He  managed  liis  eases 
with  skill,  and  rapidly  advanced  toward  the  most  distinguished  emi- 
nence as  a  lawyer.  As  an  advocate  he  so(ui  became  renowned  in 
Georgia.  His  power  over  the  jury  was  unsurpa.ssed.  There  was  a 
magnetism  in  his  appeals  which  frequently  carried  his  liearers  away, 
and  dissolved  the  court  and  jury  in  tears.  Yet  his  style  was  neither 
florid  nor  redundant,  and  iiis  manner  was  disfigured  by  no  theati-ical 
arts.  His  standing  in  courts  of  law  where  the  pure  pi'inciples  of 
the  ])rofession  alone  avail  was  equally  high.  He  would  undoubt- 
edly have  attained  to  the  first  rank  as  a  jurist  had  not  his  sense  of 
duty  to  his  constituents,  while  in  public  life  afterward  at  Washing- 
ton, kept  him  out  of  tiie  courts.  Ilis  invarialile  rule  wiiile  in  Con- 
gress was  to  devote  his  atten-tion  exclusively  to  tlie  puldic  business. 
With  a  single  regard  to  the  duties  of  a  Representative,  he  scrupu- 
lously withdrew  himself  from  a  profession  whose  highest  honors 
were  within  his  reach,  and,  though  repeatedly  siili(!iteti  to  appear  in 
cases  in  tlie  Su|)reme  Court,  he  uniformlv  refused. 

In  1836,  against  his  wishes,  he  was  nominated  by  his  friends  for 
the  Legislature,  and  was  triumphantly  elected  against  the  bitter  op- 
position of  the  party  known  as  Nullifiers,  or  Fire  Eaters.  He  si"-- 
nalized  his  appearance  as  a  legislator  in  the  advocacy  of  the  bill  for 
the  construction  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  connecting 
the  point  now  known  as  Atlanta  with  Chattanooga  in  Tennessee. 
His  speech  was  brief  and  overwhelming.  "  Ever}-  eve,"  wrote 
Judge  Harris  twenty  years  afterward,  '•  was  turned  to  the  thin,  at- 
tenuated form  of  a  mere  boy,  witli  a  black,  gleaming  eye  atul  a 
cadaverous  face.  The  attention  became  breathless;  the  House  was 
enchained  for  half  an  hour  by  a  new  speaker,  with  new  views  of 
the  question.  The  speech  was  electrical.  From  tliat  hour  he  has 
been  a  man  of  rank." 

I)  iring  the  six  vears  which  he  remained  in  the  Legislature  Mr 
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Stcpliens  was  very  prominent,  particularly  in  all  measures  relative 
to  the  fisances  and  credit  of  the  State,  internal  improvements,  and 
education.  On  all  matters  relating  to  the  judiciary  and  the  Con- 
stitution he  took  a  conspicuous  part.  He  was  never  well  during  all 
tliis  time,  and,  indeed,  has  been  a  confirmed  invalid  throughout  life. 

Ill  1839  Mr.  Stephens  appeared  for  the  first  time  before  a  pul)lic 
audience  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  his  capacity  of  delegate 
to  the  Commercial  Convention,  comjiosed  of  representatives  from 
the  Southern  States  of  the  Union.  The  subject  under  discussion 
was  the  importance  of  a  direct  Southern  trade  with  Great  Britain, 
and  the  best  mode  of  awakening  ]iulilic  attenlioii  to  the  sulijeot. 
In  a  speech  on  this  ocuasion  Mr.  Stephens  took  issrte  with  some  of 
the  most  eloquent  orators  of  the  South,  and  triumphantly  carried  his 
point  in  the  mid^t  of  unmeasured  a])plause.  The  delegates  from 
different  portions  of  tlie  South  contributed,  by  their  enthusiastic  ac- 
count of  his  performance,  to  extend  his  fame  to  the  remotest  parts 
f)f  the  country. 

In, 1842  Mr.  Stephens  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  in  which 
ho  took  an  active  part  as  a  debater  and  working  member,  In  18i3 
he  was  elected  a  Representative  in  Congress  as  a  Whig  of  the  State- 
Kiuhts  school.  He  was  a  member  consecutively  for  sixteen  years, 
retiring  voluntarily  in  1859,  amid  expressions  of  universal  regret. 
At  the  time  of  his  appearance  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
Texas  question  was  the  absorbing  subject.  The  strength  of  the 
jiarties  was  nearly  equal,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  l>ecame 
the  arena  of  angry  conflict.  Seven  plans  for  the  settlement  of  tiie 
vexed  question  had  been  successively  introduced  and  rejected.  Mr, 
Stephens,  with  six  or  eight  other  Whig  members  from  tlie  South, 
stood  aloof  from  the  Free-Soil  Whigs  of  the  North,  and  now  practi- 
callv  lield  the  balance  of  power  in  the  House.  Every  other  plan 
Juid  failed  before  Alexander  li.  Stephens  and  Milton  Rroxn,  of  Ten- 
nessee, came  forward,  January  13,  1845,  with  their  celebrated  reso- 
lutions, uiider  which  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
Whigs  denounced  them  at  the  time  as  unconstitutional,  but  six 
rears  later  Webster  gave  them  the  sanction  of  liis  high  authority. 
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Divei-ging  from  tlie  Wliigs  on  aiuiexation,  Ik;  widened  tlie  sepa- 
ration still  more  by  his  opposition  to  tlie  Protection  Policy,  hs  well 
as  to  that  of  receiving  abolition  petitions  in  Congress.  He  sup- 
ported Henry  Clay,  however,  for  the  presidency  in  1844,  having 
faith  in  his  patriotism,  and  l)elieving  that  ho  would  prove  an  able 
President.  He  regarded  the  Mexican  War  as  a  wanton  and  uncon- 
stitutional aggression  on  Mexico,  and  charged  its  responsibility'  on 
President  Polk.  The  opposition  in  Congress  was  then  in  a  hopeless 
minority  of  about  seventy.  The  Administration  party  raised  the 
hue  and  ('ry  against  Stephens  in  reply  to  his  denunciations  of  the 
conflict.  He  met  the  storm  of  obloquy  by  which  he  was  assailed 
with  intrepidity,  and  his  opposition  soon  began  to  tell.  A  speech 
delivered  by  him  against  the  war  on  the  16th  of  June,  1846,  gave 
him  acknowledged  standing  as  one  of  the  first  debaters  in  the 
country.  He  presented  an  anti-war  resolution,  the  ujtimate  effect 
of  which  was  to  alter  the  complexion  of  parties  and  give  the  oppo- 
sition the  majority  in  the  Congress  which  met  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1847.  During  the  Polk  administration  he  was,  by  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, the  leader  of  the  opposition  in  the  House,  and  distin- 
guished himself  fully  as  much  as  Mr.  Clay  had  done  in  the  same  role 
in  the  Senate  during  the  administration  of  John  Tyler. 

Mr.  Stephens  conceived  that  General  Taylor,  if  elevated  to  the 
presidency,  might  be  instrumental  in  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  and  accordingly  declared  him  his  candidate.  He 
was  chiefly  responsible  for  the  organization  among  Congressmen 
know  as  the  "  Young  Indians,"  started  in  the  interests  of  General 
Taylor.  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  in  Congress,  was  one  of  Mr. 
Stephens'  active  colaborers  in  the  Taylor  mo\ement,  and  was  one 
of  the  "Young  Indians."  After  General  Taylor's  election  Mr. 
Stephens  was  offered  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  but  declined  the  honor, 
preferring  to  retain  his  post  in  Congress.  Shortly  before  the  Presi- 
dent's death  serious  diflerences  arose  between  Mr.  Stephens  and 
members  of  the  cabinet,  but  on  the  accession  of  Mr.  Fillmore  his 
influence  with   the  Administration  was  re-established.     He  took  a 

prominent  part  in  effecting  the  compromise  adjustment  of  1850. 
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During  the  term  of  President  Pierce  Mr.  Stephens  pursued  an  in- 
dependent and  nnpartisan  course,  acting  in  wjiat  lie  regarded  as  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  without  regard  to  political  organiza- 
tions. While  the  policy  of  this  Administration  did  not  altogether 
accord  with  his  own  views,  there  were  many  of  its  measures  which 
received  his  powerful  support.  His  part  in  the  territorial  legisla- 
tion was  important.  In  the  re-afHrmation  of  the  adjustment  meas- 
ures of  1850,  which  was  made  by  Congress  in  1854,  Judge  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Stephens  took  the  controlling  part,  the  former  in  the  Senate 
and  the  latter  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Stephens  now  considered  his  mission  in  Congress  at  an  end, 
and  thought  that  duty  no  longer  required  him  to  sacrifice  his  abid- 
ing wish  for  the  retirement  and  repose  which  his  wasted  body  so 
much  required.  He  accordingly  made  it  known  to  his  constituents 
that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  bade  his  friends 
in  Congress  adieu  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  1854.  But  events 
conspired  to  frustrate  his  purpose.  The  Know-Nothing  organiza- 
tion overspread  the  country  with  the  violence  of  an  epidetnic.  Mr. 
Stephens  regarded  it  with  detestation,  and  threw  himself  with  all 
his  abilities  and  zeal  against  it.  He  was  now  taunted  with  the 
charge  of  fearing  to  present  himself  for  re-election  from  dread  of 
a  popular  condenmation  of  his  present  course.  Believing  that  the 
puijlic  liberties  wei'e  imperiled  by  this  dangerous  secret  organiza- 
tion, he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  arrest  its  in- 
fluence for  evil.  He  accordingly  changed  his  purjiose,  and  in  a 
speech  of  great  eloquence  announced  himself  as  a  candidate  for  re- 
election to  Congress.  At  the  start  the  Know-Nothings  were  sup- 
posed to  have  a  majority  of  three  thousand  in  the  district.  But  he 
spoke  every-wiiere,  arousing  the  public  nnnd  to  a  full  sense  of  the 
dangers  which  impended,  and  was  triumphantly  returned  by  three 
thousand  majority.  He  re-entered  Congress  with  increased  prestige, 
and  was  acknowledged  on  all  sides  as  the  most  powerful  orator  in 
public  life,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of  living  statesmen  during  the 
last  five  years  of  his  service. 

As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  Mr.  Stephens  in- 
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trodnced  Minnesota  and  Oregon  into  tlie  Union  througli  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Tliere  was  strong  ..ppo^ition  from  the  Sontii 
to  tlie  admission  ,.f  Oregon.  lie  appealed  in  a  masterly  manner  to 
his  southern  friends  to  do  justice,  even  tliough  it  sliould  be  detri- 
mental to  their  own  influence  in  the  Federal  Government.  His 
speech  on  this  occasion  was,  perhaps,  tiie  most  effective  that  he  ever 
made  in  Congress.  It  stands  among  the  flnest  specimens  of  Ameri- 
can eloquence,  and  is  of  great  interest  as  embodying  his  theory 
of  our  system  of  republican  government.  With  this  memorable 
speech  he  closed  his  brilliant  career  of  sixteen  continuous  years  in 
Congress. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  a  public  dinner  was  tendered 
him  by  Senators  and  Representatives  without  distinction  of  party, 
headed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House.  He  declined  this  unprecedented  honor,  but  yielded  to  a 
like  invitation  from  his  immediate  constituents  to  a  dinner  whi(;h 
was  given  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  July  2,  1859.  On  that 
occasion  he  delivered  his  "  farewell  speech  "  to  an  immense  audience 
assembled  in  the  City  Hall  Park.  He  not  only  reviewed  the  whole 
course  of  his  public  life,  but  spoke  upon  some  of  the  gravest  ques- 
tions then  before  the  people. 

Mr.  Stephens  foresaw  the  dangers  and  calamities  bv  which  the 
country  was  threatened  before  he  retired  from  Congi-ess  in  1859 
and  endeavored  to  impress  others  with  his  own  views  of  the  way 
in  which  they  might  be  averted.  In  the  gloomy  winter  of  1860-^61 
he  was  at  liome,  in  Georgia,  and  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  the  ful- 
fillment of  his  impressive  warnings.  The  most  memorable  of  all 
the  speeches  of  Mr.  Stephens  was  that  delivered  by  invitation  on 
the  14th  of  November,  1860,  before  the  Georgia  Legislature.  It 
was  a  strong  appeal  for  the  Union  and  solemn  warnino-  against 
secession.  It  created  a  profound  impression  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  led  to  a  private  correspondence  between  Mr.  Lincoln,  presi- 
dent elect,  and  Mr.  Stephens.  This  speech  has  been  frequently 
Construed  as  inconsistent  with  Mr.  Stephens'  suljscquent  course  in 

connection  with  the  Southern  Confederacy.     But  he  always  believed 
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in  tlie  ultimate  sovereignty  of  tlie  several  States,  and  always  pro- 
claimed tliat  his  allegiance  was  due  to  Georgia.  In  the  very  speech 
in  which  ho  urged  the  impolicy  of  secession,  he  admitted  the  right 
of  a  State  to  secede  if  in  her  sovereign  capacity  she  chose  to  do  so. 
Enlarged  views  of  polic}'  and  patriotic  devotion  to  the  Union  inclined 
him  to  moderate  measures.  He  advised  against  a  resort  to  secession 
on  considerations  of  expediency,  but  firmly  believed  it  to  be  right 
under  sufficient  provocation. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  elected  to  the  Secession  Convention  of  Georgia 
which  assembled  at  Milledgeville  on  the  16th  of  January,  1861. 
There  he  continued  to  e.xert  himself  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Union.  He  spoke  and  voted  against  the  ordiTiance  of  secession. 
After  it  passed  he  was,  much  to  his  surprise,  selected  as  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  city  of  Montgomery.  He  hesitated  two  days,  but 
with  the  hope  of  doing  something  to  preserve  constitutional  liberty 
he  consented  to  go.  At  Montgomery,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose,  he  took  an  active  part  in  forming 
the  constitution  for  the  Provisional  Government.  After  the  consti- 
tution was  formed  he  was  unanimously  elected  Vice-President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  M-as  inaugurated  February  11,  1861,  tlie 
anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Mr.  Stephens  soon  found  himself  differing  very  essentially  on 
great  que"stions  of  public  policy  from  the  Richmond  authorities. 
The  chief  of  these  was  his  famous  scheme  for  the  purchase  by  Gov- 
ernment of  all  the  cotton  in  the  country  in  order  to  sustain  the  pub- 
lic credit.  The  adoption  of  this  plan  would  have  been  deatli  to 
private  spcculution,  hence  intliiences  were  brought  to  bear  to  pro- 
mote the  luhiptiiMi  of  another  jiolicy  which  resulted  in  the  ruin  of 
the  Confi'derate  credit,  and  the  ultimate  loss  uf  the  Southern  cause. 
He  did  not  allow  his  opinions  to  lead  liim  into  the  organization  of  a 
party  opposition,  for  he  believed  tluit  such  an  opposition  would  be 
productive  of  mischief,  and  that  the  only  mode  of  effecting  any  sal- 
utary change  of  measures  was  by  impressing  sound  views  upon 
those  who  liad  official  charge  of  the  cause.  Hence  he  always  main- 
tained friendly  relations  with  all  those  in  authority;  and  when  con- 
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vinced  tliat  they  could  not  be  induced  to  carry  out  his  views  con- 
cerning vital  points,  he  witlidrew  as  much  as  possible  from  partici- 
pating in  tlie  administration  of  a  policy  which  he  did  not  approve. 
His  last  part  in  the  Confederate  drama  was  acted  in  the  celebrated 
Hampton  Roads  conference.  The  part  he  took  in  that  coiiferciico 
was  prompted  by  the  hope  of  possibly  obtaining  an  armistice  which 
would  allow  time  for  the  cooling  of  hot  blood  and  serve  as  a  step- 
ping-stone to  negotiations  for  a  permanent  peace.  The  negotiations 
ending  as  they  did,  he  gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  returned  home  to 
await  the  early  collapse,  which  he  saw  was  inevitable. 

He  was  arrested  b}'  a  Federal  officer  on  the  11th  of  May,  1S65, 
and  under  orders  from  Washington  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Warren, 
in  Boston  harbor.  During  his  imprisonment,  whicii  lasted  five 
months,  he  was  treated  with  much  kindness,  for  which  he  has  since 
expressed  a  warm  remembrance  of  the  oificers  of  the  army  and  the 
good  people  of  Boston  who  ministered  to  his  prison  wants.  He  was 
released  on  parole  October  11,  1S65,  and  immediately  returned 
home,  paying  his  respects  in  person  to  the  President  in  passing 
through  Washington. 

In  1866,  while  the  conflict  between  President  Johnson  and  Con- 
gress was  raging,  Mr.  Stephens  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  But  the  President's  policy  of  restoration  was  overthrown, 
and  the  elections  held  under  it  were  annulled  by  Congress.  On  the 
22d  of  February  he  delivered  an  address  by  invitation  bef  n-e  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia.  This  speech,  telegraphed  in  full  to  the 
New  York  ''Times,"  published  every-where  throughout  the  United 
States  and  reproduced  in  Europe,  was  pronounce  I  "  tiie  best  yet 
proceeding  from  any  citizen  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line." 

lu  1873  Mr.  Stephens  was  elected  a  Representative  to  tiie  Forty- 
third  Congress  without  opposition,  receiving  the  votes  of  Republi 
cans  as  well  as  Democrats.  Returning  to  Congress  after  so  many 
years,  he  was  treated  with  great  consideration  and  respect  by  persons 
of  both  parties  and  all  shades  of  opinion.  Multitudes  thronged  the 
galleries  on  every  occasion  to  hear  him  when  it  was  expected  that 

he  would  aldress  the  House. 
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Mr.  Stephens  has  never  been  idle  oven  in  retirement.  He  iuis 
nccoinph'shed  an  amount  of  literary  labor  which  is  almost  incredi- 
lile  in  view  of  the  absorbing  nature  of  liis  official  duties  and  the  en- 
feebled condition  of  his  body.  His  "  Constitutional  View  of  the 
Late  War  between  the  States:  Its  Causes,  Character,  Conduct,  and 
Results,"  will  be  appreciated  in  after  times  as  an  invaluable  contri- 
bution to  the  history  of  the  important  events  through  which  the 
country  has  recently  passed.  It  is  pronounced  by  the  "  Saturday 
Review,"  the  highest  critical  authority  in  England,  to  be  a  "  perfect 
masterpiece  of  constitutional  reasuning  and  political  disquisitions." 

He  has  recently  publislied  "A  Compendium  of  tlie  History  of 
the  United  States  from  the  Earliest  Settlements  U>  IST'i."  Tlie  only 
work  on  the  suliject  ever  written  l)y  one  with  a  statesman's  ex- 
perience and  a  philos(i[>lier's  compiehensive  breadth  of  view,  it  is 
unquestionabl}'  the  best  production  of  the  kind  extant. 

Physically  Mr,  Stephens  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  men. 
He  luis  never  weighed  more  than  ninety-six  pounds,  and  his  present 
weight  is  not  more  than  seventy.  His  moral  character  is  without  a 
blemish.  He  is  strictly  temperate,  and  indulges  in  no  kind  of  dissi- 
pation. He  is  distinguished  for  kindness,  uprightness,  and  benevo- 
lence. He  has  often  shown  his  appreciation  of  the  help  rendered 
him  in  boyhood  by  thus  helping  others.  Forty-six  yonng  men  have 
been  educated  by  him,  many  of  whom  now  adorn  the  pulpit,  the 
bar,  and  other  honorable  vocations.  He  never  kept  an  overseer  on 
his  plantation,  trusting  all  to  his  servants  during  his  long  absences 
from  home.  They  have  remained  with  him  since  they  obtained 
their  freedom,  feeling  for  him  the  warmest  aflection.  He  is  a  man 
of  extensive  reading  and  varied  acquirements.  He  is  fond  of  books 
of  science,  travel,  philosophy,  and  history,  but  is  probably  most 
familiar  with  the  Bible,  which  he  has  always  by  him  on  his  tabk^. 
As  lie  says  in  one  of  his  letters,  he  lives  always  with  eternity  in 
view,  and  has  long  since  learned  to  look  calmly  through  the  mists  of 
the  river  of  death. 
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SjS^l^IKRCE  M.  B.  YOITNG  was  born  at  Spartanlnirgli  Court- 
^M(      n'>ii.se,  South  Carolina,  November  15,  183S,  and  was  taken 

W\       ''•''  '"'*  piti'ii'its  to  Georgia  tlie  next  year.     His  grandfather 
was  Captain  William  Young,  of  the  Continental  army,  who 
served  with  distinction  thi'ough  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Ml-.  Young  was  brought  up  near  Cartersville,  Georgia,  his  present 
liome.  After  suitable  |)i-eparation  he  was  sent  to  the  Georgia  Mil- 
itary Institute,  at  Marietta,  where  he  graduated  in  1857.  From  tliere 
lie  was  sent  to  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
He  remained  tliere  from  June,  1857,  to  April,  1861.  He  would 
have  ijraduated  in  two  months,  but  owing  "-o  the  secession  of  Georgia 
from  the  Union  he  forwarded  his  resign. ition,  which  was  accepted 
by  President  Buchanan. 

He  immediately  entered  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  as 
second  lieutenant  of  artillery.  He  was  soon  jiromoted  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  serving  as  aid  to  General  William  Walker,  and  subse- 
quently as  adjutant  of  Cobb's  Legion.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  Provisional  army  in  September,  IStil,  and 
to  that  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  December  following.  A  year  later 
he  was  commissioned  as  colonel  of  cavalry  ;  in  November.  1863, 
he  was  made  a  brigadier-general,  and  in  December,  1864,  a  major- 
general  in  the  same  branch  of  servic^e. 

He  served  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia. He  participated  in  some  of  tiie  hardest-fought  battles  of 
the  war,  and  was  several  times  severely  wounded.  He  was  five 
times  complimented  in  special  orders  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  on  the  battle-field.     He  was  in  commaml  of  a  division  of 

cavalrv  and  fighting  when  ordered  to  cease  hostilities  in  compliance 
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with  tlie  terms  of  tlie  surrender  of  Geireral  J.  E.  Joliiistoii  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  in  1865. 

After  tiie  war  he  settled  in  Cartersville,  Georgia,  and  studied  law  ; 
hut  before  boginnini;'  the  practice  he  was,  in  1808,  elected  a  Ke])re- 
sentative  to  the  Fortieth  Congress.  He  held  a  seat  for  a  short  time 
in  that  bod}-,  and  was  re  elected  to  the  Forty-first  Congress.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia  having  e.xpelled  coloi'ed  members,  and  other- 
wise incurred  the  displeasure  of  Congress  before  being  fully  recon- 
structed b}'  the  admission  of  her  Senators,  the  House  refused  to  re- 
ceive her  Representatives  at  the  beginning  of  the  Forty-first  Con- 
gress, and  Mr.  Young  was  not  sworn  in  until  January  l^J,  1871. 
Less  than  two  months  then  remaining  until  final  adjournment,  he 
had  little  opportunity  to  participate  actively  in  legislation,  yet  on 
several  occasions  he  addressed  the  House,  generally  on  election 
cases. 

He  was  re-elected  by  nearly  ten  thousand  votes  to  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  during  which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on 
Mines  and  Mining.  Re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  he 
served  on  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures  in  the  Post-oftice  Department,  and  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Centennial  Celebration.  He  was  in  lS7i  appointed 
by  the  Sjieaker  one  of  the  Visitors  to  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy. 

Mr.  Young's  speeches  in  the  House  are  marked  by  much  ability, 
and  are  invariably  heard  with  interest.  One  of  his  best  speeches 
was  delivered  February  26,  1873,  on  the  report  in  relation  to  the 
alleged  Credit  Mobilier  bribery.  He  argued  with  much  eloquence 
against  the  oppression  and  injustice  involved  in  expelling  Represent- 
atives for  acts  done  previous  to  their  election  by  the  people.  This 
he  maintained  would  be  subversive  of  "'the  free  and  untrammeled 
right  of  i-epresentation,"  which  is  "  the  great  principle  upon  which 
turns  all  the  machinery  of  our  Government." 
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^^^^ENRY  R.  IIAREIS  was  born  in  Sparta,  Geor-ia.  Fehru- 
JBaJb  ^'T  2,  lf^28.  His  father  was  a  Yirginian,  who  eiiiiiirated 
'£^-  u}  to  Georjjia  in  his  early  iiianliood,  and  was  remarkable  for 
his  iiiiflinchiiisr  intei;;rity  and  strict  ideas  of  jiistit'C,  com- 
bined with  great  kindness  of  heart.  His  mother,  descended  from 
Governor  Borden,  who  held  the  appointment  of  colonial  ijovernor 
from  George  the  Third,  was  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  ele- 
gant women  of  the  old  school.  She  had  two  children,  over  whom 
she  watched  with  a  degree  of  love  and  care  which  was  unsurpassed. 
The  youngest  son,  Col.  William  T.  Harris,  fell  at  the  head  of  the 
Second  Georgia  regiment  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg,  The  eldest, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  graduated  with  honor  at  Emory  College, 
Oxford,  Georgia,  in  1847.  After  leaving  college  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  the  law,  which  he  never  completed,  owing  to 
the  increasing  years  and  infirmities  of  his  father,  who  held  large 
slave  and  landed  property  of  which  the  son  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  charge. 

When  Georgia  held  a  convention  to  consider  the  subject  of  seces- 
sion, Mr.  Harris  was  almost  unanimously  chosen  to  represent  his 
county.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  right  of  secession,  and  felt 
that  the  time  had  come  when  the  preservation  of  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  South  demanded  its  exercise.  Hence,  when 
Georgia  seceded,  no  man  threw  himself  more  fully  into  the  now 
"lost  cause"  than  did  Mr.  Harris.  He  used  his  means  without 
reservation,  and  applied  his  indomitable  energy  to  the  work  of 
supplying  the  necessities  of  the  soldiers  in  the  field  and  their  fam- 
ilies at  home.  He  occupied  the  position  of  aid-de-camp  to  Gov- 
ernor Brown  during  the  war. 
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Tie  lias  been  fur  many  years  an  active  inemlicr  of  the  ^fctliodist 
Episeii]ial  C!inre!),  Soiitli.  Wlien  cliosen  by  I'.is  Cluircli  a  delegate 
to  tlie  General  (conference,  he  esteemed  the  honor  more  liishly  than 
any  other  ever  bestowed  npon  him.  He  has  lonp;  been  a  success- 
ful and  devoted  su])crintendent  of  Sunday-schools,  laboring  in  that 
useful  field  with  untiring  zeal.  On  the  21st  of  October,  184:7,  Mr. 
Harris  married  Miss  Eliza  A.  Grresham,  a  lady  highly  esteemed  for 
her  domestic  virtues,  combined  with  high  culture  and  acknowledged 
literary  talent. 

Mr.  Harris  has  been  a  j)lanter  all  his  life.  In  the  county  of 
Meriwether,  where  lie  has  resided  for  forty-one  years,  he  is 
recognized  among  the  most  enterprising,  intelligent,  and  successful 
planters.  Gifted  as  an  orator,  with  power  to  sway  an  audience,  he 
has  always  used  his  talents  to  promote  temperance,  justice,  and 
religion.  He  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  deliver  addresses 
on  literary  and  benevolent  occasions,  and  for  such  efforts  has 
deserv^ediy  obtained  a  high  reputation. 

Unexpectedly  to  himself,  Mr.  Harris  was,  in  1872,  nominated  by 
the  Democrats  of  his  district  as  their  candidate  for  Congress,  and 
was  elected  by  nearly  two  thousand  majority.  In  the  Forty-third 
Congress  he  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills 
and  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining.  He  introduced  a  reso- 
lution, which  he  supported  by  a  speech,  for  reducing  all  salaries 
to  the  standard  prevailing  prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1873,  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  actual  traveling  expenses  of  members  of 
Congress,  and  for  a  restoration  of  the  franking  privilege,  which  he 
held  to  be  of  far  more  importance  to  the  constituent  than  to  the 
Eepresentative  body  of  a  Republican  Government,  and  the  repeal 
of  which,  he  maintained,  was  putting  a  "  legislative  embargo  on 
knowledge." 

One  of  the  ablest  speeches  on  the  "  (^ivil  Rights  Bill  "  was  deliv- 
ered by  Mr.  Harris.  The  following  extract  finds  an  appropriate 
place  in  this  sketch,  as  well  for  its  reference  to  personal  experience 
as  for  its  force  and  eloquer.ce : 

"  I  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  been  a  ])1anter  all   my  life;    have  owned 
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many  slaves,  most  of  wlioin  are  my  tenants  to-day,  and  Iiave  been 
ever  since  they  were  emancipated.  T  know  the  disposition  and 
character  of  tiie  negro  race,  tlieir  wants,  necessities,  and  adapta- 
tions. I  am  their  friend;  they  feel  it  and  acknowlerisrc  it,  I  am 
ready  to  do  any  tiling  that  will  ameliorate  and  inipn.ve  their  con- 
dition, for  in  doing  it  I  am  sensible  of  the  fact  that  I  will  thereby 
promote  the  material  prosjierity  of  the  whole  country.  But  I  say 
to  the  friends  of  this  meiisilre,  fiiat  if  I  were  the  direst  enemy  of 
the  colored  man,  and  desired  to  depress  him  in  the  scale  of  human 
intelligences;  nay,  if  my  purpose  was  to  exterminate  him  from  the 
earth,  I  would  ask  no  surer  or  speedier  means  of  accomplisliing 
that  end  than  the  enactment  and  practical  enforcement  of  just 
such  measures  as  those  embodied  in  this  'civil  rights  bill'  the 
effect  of  which  is  to  estrange  him  from,  and  antagonize  him  to,  the 
white  man. 

"  Pass  this  bill  and  you  entail  upon  us  still  further  discourage- 
ments and   confusions,  which  will   not   only  undo   what   we  have 
already  accomplished  in  building  up  a  system  of  common  schools 
for  both  races  alike,  but  you  will  thereby  restrict  our  beneficence, 
and  compel  us  to  inaugurate  still  another  and  more  partial  s\  stem. 
This  remark  is  not  intended  as  a  threat,  nor  has  it  any  of  the  feel- 
ings or  spirit  of  vindictiveness  in  it.     Threats  are  the  weapons  of 
cowardice;    and    vindictiveness   finds    a   place  only  in   malignant 
hearts.     But  I  will  say  that  if  it  be  the  object  of  this  bill  to  compel 
the  association  of  the  two  races  in  schools,  churches,  hotels,  burial 
grounds,  public  conveyances,  or  anywhere  else,  that  its  purposes 
will  never  be  accomplished.     The  common  sense  of  the  black  man 
forbids   him   to  aspire  to   it,  and  the  self-respect  and  taste  of  the 
white  man  revolt  at  the  thought,  and  will  never  tolerate  it.     The 
associations  of  men  in  social  life  have  ever  been,  and  will  always 
be,  voluntary — prompted  by  either  taste  or  interests,  or  by  both 
combined.     It  is  true  that  political   power,  intensified  and  concen- 
trated for  its  own  aggrandizement,  may  accomplish  much  in  modi- 
fying, and  even  overthrowing,  forms  of  government ;    but  in   the 
utmost  stretch  of  that  power  it  can  never  repeal  or  annul  the  laws 
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of  God.  And  lieiice,  sir,  we  at  the  South  have  no  fears  of  social 
equality,  although  its  enforcement  should  be  attempted  l\v  the 
strono-  arm  of  government  in  tiie  most  positive  and  direct  legisla- 
tion. The  inherent  rights  and  instincts  which  a  wise  and  benefi- 
cent Creator  has  implanted  in  the  breast  and  stamped  upon  the 
brow  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  and  which  adhere  to  him  in  every 
country,  clime,  and  condition  of  earth  as  God's  own  signet  of 
superiority,  forbid  it.  It  is  not  this  fear  that  impels  us  to  oppose  so 
strenuously  the  passage  of  this  and  all  similar  bills,  but  it  is 
because  the  settlement  of  all  such  questions  rightfully  belongs  to 
us,  and  we  know  that  we  can  dispose  of  them  better  than  you  can. 
We  see,  and  have  already  sorely  felt,  the  consequences  of  such 
interference  with  our  internal  rights  and  regulations.  We  ask 
nothing  for  ourselves,  individually  or  as  States,  that  we  do  not 
freely  accord  to  you  and  your  States. 

"  If  the  States  have  not  the  right  to  regulate  all  sUch  matters  as 
those  embodied  in  the  provisions  of  this  '  civil  rights  bill,'  let  me 
ask  in  all  candor  what  subject  involving  the  status  and  rights  of 
citizenship  is  left  within  their  control  and  beyond  the  reach  of 
Federal  legislation?  Have  the  States  no  reserved  rights?  If  they 
are  without  rights,  then  they  are  no  longer  States.  Take  their 
rights  away,  as  you  propose  to  do  in  this  bill,  and  you  at  once 
establish  a  precedent  upon  which  the  Congress  can  at  will  trans- 
form the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union  into  mere  ]>r<>visional 
dependencies. 

"  You  have  but  to  take  a  few  more  steps  in  this  direction  and 
you  will  have  obliterated  the  very  ])rinciple,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  from  which  the  Federal  Government  itself  derived  its 
vitalitv  and  power.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  slavery  was  abolished  we 
hoped  and  felt  that  the  great  '  a])ple  of  discord  '  was  forever  re- 
moved from  the  councils  of  the  nation — that  with  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  G<jvernment  would  come  the  restoration  of  ]ie;)ce  and 
fraternity— tiiat  men  of  all  parties,  from  every  portion  of  the  Union, 
would  come  together  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  concord  and  conciliation, 
and  address  themselves  witii  equal  earnestness  to  the  <ireat  work  of 
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repairing  the  sad  desolations  of  war,  and  tlie  development  of  the 
vast  resources  of  our  common  country.  But  alas  !  alas!  how  great 
the  delusion !  We  of  the  South,  amid  our  impoverishment  and 
ruin,  still  find  ourselves  a  prey  to  oppression  and  wrong.  Will 
this  strife  never  cease?  Will  the  day  never  come  when  modera- 
tion, justice,  and  equality  shall  olitain,  and  when  we,  as  a  people 
of  a  common  country  and  a  common  destiny,  can  dwell  together 
in  unity?  Let  those  who  are  in  jinwer  and  control  the  afi'airs  of 
the  Government  answer.  The  people  of  the  iSouth  were  honest 
reliels,  (if,  indeed,  rebels  at  all,)  and  are  no  less  to-day  American 
citizens,  loyal  in  every  sentiment  of  their  nature  to  the  true  princi- 
ples of  Constitutional  h'berty,  as  taught  by  the  fathers  of  the  Re- 
public; and  they  will  emulate  tlie  most  a'-dent  in  jireserving  and 
transmitting  to  their  children  that  priceless  boon.  Hence,  sir,  we 
can  never  lend  our  voices  or  our  votes  to  the  snpport  of  any  meas- 
ure which,  like  the 'civil  rights  bill,' destroys  the  equilibrium  of 
our  federal  system  by  invading  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and 
thereby  denying  to  the  people  that  very  •  dcnnestic  tranquillity' 
which  it  was  instituted  to  promote." 

An  observing  newspaper  cocrespoirdent  in  writino;  of  Mr.  Harris 
says:  "He  is  a  Christian  in  precept  and  practice,  and  one  whose 
jirinciples  are  so  well  estal)lished  that  they  are  but  strengthened  in 
Washington,  as  the  storm  strengthens  the  pine,  Mr.  Harris  is  not 
a  'showy'  man;  there  is  no  flash  or  brilliant  nonsense  about  him. 
I  He  is  courteous,  well  educated,  and  a  model  of  that  rare  article. 

I  common  sense.    Since  he  has  entered  Congress  he  has  never  missed 

!  a  roll  call,  never  neglected  to  vote  on  a  measm-e,  and   never  per- 

j  mitted  a  letter  to  go  unanswered  thirty -six  hours.     He  is  a  man 

I  about  six   feet  high  ;   sparely  but   well   built,  with   quiet,  regular 

j  features,  set  in  a  frame  of  long  brown  hair  and  beard.'' 
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^.j^Sv  IIILIP  COOK  was  bom  in  Twiggs  County,  Georgia,  July 
?^(  31,  1817.  His  ancestors  were  oitizens  of  Virginia,  who  re^ 
moved  to  Georgia.  His  grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain. 
His  fatlier  was  a  major  in  tlie  Eighth  Regiment,  United  States 
Army,  commis-sioned  by  President  Madison.  He  resigned  soon 
after  the  war  of  1812,  during  whioh  he  was  in  active  service.  The 
son  was  a  student  at  the  Oglethorpe  Hniversity  in  1838  and  1839. 
During  the  two  years  ensuing  he  studied  law  in  the  University  of 
Virginia,  and  in  1842  commenced  the  practice  in  Forsyth,  Mon- 
roe County,  Georgia. 

lie  entered  tlie  Confederate  service  in  A]iril,  1861,  as  a  ])rivate, 
and  was  (commissioned  first  lieutenant,  lieutenant-colonel,  colonel, 
and  in  August,  1863,  brigadier-general.  He  saw  much  active  and 
])erilous  service;  was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill  by  the  fragment  of 
a  shell ;  was  severely  wounded  at  Chancellorsville,  (where  Stonewall 
.Tiiokson  was  killed,)  and  lay  disabled  four  months.  He  led  the 
troops  which  assaulted  Fort  Stedman,  where  he  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  held  until  July,  after  the  close  ot'  the  war, 
when  he  was  jiaroled  by  President  Johnson, 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion called  by  President  Johnson  in  1865,  He  was  elected  tu  the 
'riiirty-ninth  Congress,  but  was  not  permitted  to  take  his  sciit.  He 
was  elected  a  Representative  from  Georgia  to  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  tlie  Militia,  lie 
addressed  the  House  on  the  Mississippi  Levees  and  on  the  Trans- 
portation question. 

300 


^i^^^Z^-Zi- 


(^. 


HIRAM    PAEKS    BELL. 


[RAM  PAEKS  BELL  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Geor- 
ifia,  January  19,  1837,  of  poor  but  respectable  parentage. 
His  lather  moved  to  Forsyth  County,  in  Cherokee,  Georgia, 
in  1840,  immediately  after  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians to  the  West.  Here  lie  opened  a  farm  in  the  woods,  upon 
which  tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  labored  diligently  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  twenty,  possessing  only  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  aiforded  by  a  county  school  three  months  in  the  year.  He 
liad  a  great  taste  for  reading,  and  read  every  book  he  could  procure. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  with  his  father's  consent,  he  left  home  with- 
out a  dollar,  and  entered  tlie  academy  at  Cumming,  Georgia,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  under  the  tuition  uf  a  most  excellent  teacher, 
iiuiking  rapid  progress  in  English  literature  and  in  Latin. 

After  leaving  school  he  taught  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
he  studied  law  without  the  aid  of  a  preceptor.  Ou  his  admission  to 
the  bar  in  1849,  he  answered  every  question  upon  a  very  thorough 
and  searching  examination.  In  1851  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  the  law  in  Cuuiming,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  Upon 
his  admission  to  the  bar  he  married  Hiss  Virginia  M.  Lester,  to 
whom  he  became  engaged  three  years  previous  while  tli^y  were 
class-mates  in  school. 

tie  was  a  candidate  for  alternate  elector  on  the  Fillmore  and 
Donelson  ticket  in  the  presidential  race  of  185(1.  In  iSfio  he  was 
ft  candidate  for  elector  on  the  Bell  and  Everett  ticket,  during  which 
campaign  he  canvassed  every  county  in  the  Sixth  Congressional 
District,  and  ardently  supported  the  ticket  on  the  ground  that  the 
candidates  stood  on  a  National  Union  Platform.  In  December, 
I860,  he  was  elected    witlmur   o|ipcisitiiin    as  one   of  the  delegates 
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from  F'orsytli  County  to  the  Convention  of  Georgia  which  adopted 
tlie  ordinance  of  secession,  to  wliich  lie  was  earnestly  opposed,  bnt 
upon  its  adoption  he  cast  iiis  fortunes  with  tiie  destiny  of  his  native 
State.  In  October,  1861,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from 
the  Thirty-nintli  Senatorial  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Forsyth,  Cherokee,  and  Milton,  defeating  his  opponent  by  a  majority 
of  eight  hundred  votes.  This  position  he  resigned,  after  serving  one 
session,  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  1862,  being  then  in  the  Con- 
federate army. 

Upon  entering  the  army  he  was  elected  to  the  lieut. -colonelcy 
of  the  Forty-third  Regiment  of  Georgia  Volunteers.  He  was 
severely  w^onnded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Chick- 
asaw Bayou,  near  Vicksburg.  This  wound  disabled  him  trom  the 
service,  confining  him  to  his  bed  for  nearly  a  year.  In  Octolier, 
1863,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  Ninth  District  in  the  Confed- 
erate Congress,  defeating  a  strong  and  popular  opponent  by  a 
majority  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  votes.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Confederate  Congress  at  the  time  of  Lee's  surrender.  After 
that  event  he  resxmied  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has 
prosecuted  constantly,  in  a  large  circuit  and  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
with  vigor  and  success. 

In  November,  1S72,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  Ninth  Dis- 
trict of  Georgia  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  defeating  his 
opponent  by  three  thousand  five  hundred  majority.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  every-whero  recognized  as  a 
gentleman  of  high  moral  and  intellectual  character.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  educational  and  benevolent  enterprises.  He 
i^-  amVmbcr  of  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  of  Wesieyan  Female  College, 
(tlie  oldest  Female  College  in  tlie  world,]  of  tlie  North  Georgia 
Agricultural  College,  and  of  the  Orphan's  Home  of  the  North 
Georgia  .\nnual  Conference,  M.  E.  (Miurch,  Soutii.  As  a  speaker 
he  is  tliient,  torcibli',  and  eloquent.  He  has  often  won  the  admira- 
tion of  the  peo|>le  of  liis  section  of  the  State  hy  his  powerful  ap- 
peals both  in  the  (•ourt-i'C)oin  and  on  the  stump. 
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ICHARt)  H.  AVIIITELEY  was  born  in  Iivland,  Decern^ 
ber  22,  1830,  and  emigrated  to  Georgia  in  1836,  wliere  he 

^f'/QJ  "'**s  reared  and  self-educated.  From  boyliood  until  thirtv 
years  of  age  be  was  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business. 
While  tlins  employed  he  prepared  himself  by  night  study  for 
admission  to  the  bar,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  the 
spring  of  1860.  He  was  opposed  to  the  secession  of  Gcorijia  from 
the  Ilnioti,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  canvass  which  preceded 
that  event.  He  entered  the  Confederate  army  in  the  spring  of 
1861  as  a  private,  and  surrendered  in  1865  as  Major  of  the  Second 
Georgia  Battery  of  Sharpshooters. 

He  resumed  the  i)ractice  of  the  law  in  the  autumn  of  1865,  and 
confined  himself  strictly  to  his  profession  until  the  question  of 
reconstruction  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  Georgia.  He  took 
position  promptly  in  favor  of  restoration  on  the  basis  of  equal 
rights  to  all,  and  was  elected  in  1867  a  delegate  to  the  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  Georgia.  He  supported  in  that  Convention 
all  measures  necessary  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  the  reconstruction 
of  the  State,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the 
Convention,  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution. 

He  was  nominated  unanimously  in  1868  by  the  Republicans  of 
the  Second  Congressional  District  for  Congress,  but  was  counted 
out  by  fraud  and  ballot-box  stuffing.  He  was  immediately  there- 
after appointed  Solicitor-General  of  the  South-western  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, in  which  position  he  acted  until  1870.  Pending  his  term  as 
Solicitor-General,  he  was  elected  in  February,  1S70,  by  the  recon- 
structed General  Assembly  of  Georgia,  as  United  States  Senator  for 
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tlie  term  fiidiiin;  Marcli  3,  1871.  There  being  a  contest  pending 
as  to  l:is  riglit  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  lie  was  unaninumsly  nonji- 
nated  again  b>  the  Republicans  of  tlie  Second  Congressional  Dis- 
trict for  the  Fort3'-tirst  and  Forty-second  Congre.^ses,  and  by 
authority  of  special  legislation  was  elected.  Upon  the  vote  in  tiie 
Senate  adverse  to  his  right  to  a  seat  in  that  body  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  Forty-first  Congress  in  February,  1871,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
same  election  he  was  a  meniber  of  the  Forty-second  Congress. 

He  was  again  unanimously  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the 
Second  District  of  Georgia,  as  re-adjusted  under  the  last  appor- 
tionment act,  and  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress.  He  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures.  His  zeal  was  shown  by  his  introduction,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  of  a  resolution  for  a  survey 
of  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Apalachicola,  and  also  tor  the  survey  of 
the  Chattahoochee  River,  which  surveys  were  allowed  and  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  July  11,  1870.  The  surveys  being  incomplete,  at 
the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  Forty -second  Congress  he 
moved  for  their  continuation,  and  for  the  survey  in  addition  thereto 
of  the  Apalachicola  and  Flint  rivers,  which  was  allowed  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  act  of  June  10,  1872.  He  never  lost  sight  of  the 
important  objects  which  he  desired  to  efifect,  and  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1874,  he  made  an  able  speech  in  favor  of  a  bill  appropriating  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers. 

Mr.  Whiteley  is  a  Kepublican  from  principle,  and  steadily  sup- 
ports all  measures  necessary  and  proper  to  enforce  equality  of 
rights  as  to  all,  and  as  uniformly  supports  all  measures  consistent 
therewith  for  the  relief  of  the  Southern  people,  and  in  aid  of  prac- 
tical reconciliation. 
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*'AMES  C.  FREEMAN  was  bom  in  Jones  County,  Georgia, 
April  1, 1820.  His  father,  a  native  of  Oglethorpe  Count}', 
Georgia,  was  a  strong  Union  man,  and,  although  at  an 
advanced  age,  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
passed  the  ordinance  of  secession,  in  which  he  strenuously  opposed 
the  movement  to  destroy  the  iTniou.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
after  attending  schools  and  academies  near  his  native  place,  went  to 
the  Forest  Hill  Academy,  near  Athens,  Tennessee,  where  he  studied 
about  one  year.  He  then  entered  upon  the  occupation  of  a  planter 
in  his  native  county.  He  married  Miss  Amanda  Neal,  May  9, 
1843,  and  a  year  later  removed  to  Pike  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  planting  on  a  large  scale.  He  held  over  one  hundred  slaves  by 
inheritance.  He  never  cordially  approved  of  the  institution  of 
slavery,  and  treated  his  slaves  with  great  kindness-^'exacting  of 
them  mnch  less  labor  than  they  voluntarily  give  to  those  who  hire 
them  since  their  emancipation.  By  reading  and  by  extensive 
travel  in  Northern  States  he  had  become  convinced  that  slavery 
was  an  evil  in  the  States  in  which  it  prevailed,  and  that  it  would 
be  better  for  all  concerned  that  it  should  be  done  away. 

He  was  earnestly  opposed  to  the  war  for  secession,  and  warned 
his  neighbors  that  it  would  result  in  the  overthrow  of  the  institu- 
tion for  which  it  was  undertaken.  He  boldly  declared  that  he 
would  not  fight  against  the  defenders  of  the  national  flag.  He  was 
drafted  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  but  obtained  ex- 
emption on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  miller,  he  being  the  proprie- 
tor of  extensive  merchant  mills. 

When  Hon.  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  came  to  Griffin,  Georgia, 

as  a  refugee,  Mr.  Freeman  went  to  him  and  uflbred  him  the  hospi- 
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talities  of  his  home,  which  were  accepted.  During  the  year  whicli 
Mr.  Bell  spent  with  Mr.  Freeman  the\'  had  frequent  conversations 
on  the  subject  of  the  war.  The  former  love  of  tlie  Union  wliich 
had  characterized  the  distinguished  Tennesseean  returned  with  all 
its  early  vigor,  principally  through  the  example  and  conversation 
of  his  host. 

Mr.  Freeman  was  from  the  first  a  Whig,  and  supported  Bell  and 
Everett  in  1860.  His  acquaintance  with  the  former  had  dated 
from  the  holding  of  a  great  Whig  Convention  at  Cnmberland  Gap, 
in  which  each  of  the  great  contiguous  States  had  their  representa- 
tive voters,  the  chief  of  whom  were  Bell  of  Tennessee,  and  Crit- 
tenden of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Freeman  was  never  given  to  polities  to 
any  considerable  extent.  His  first  candidacy  for  office  was  in  1872, 
when  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Republicans  of  the 
fifth  district  of  Georgia.  He  was  elected,  and  on  taking  his  seat 
in  the  Forty-third  Congress  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims.  His  character  in  Congress  has  been  that  of 
a  worker  rather  than  a  speechmaker. 
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JAMES    H.  BLOUNT. 


'^^AMES  H.  BLOUNT  was  born  in  Jones  County,  Georgia, 
September  12,  1837.  After  several  years  spent  on  his 
^  father's  farm,  and  in  various  academies  preparing  for  col- 
lege, he  entered  the  TJniversity  of  Georgia  in  1853,  and 
graduated  in  1857.  He  then  returned  to  his  plantation,  but  occupied 
himself  in  the  study  of  law  under  Judge  Hardeman.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  October,  1858,  and  commenced  the  practice  at 
Glinton,  Georgia,  but  removed  in  the  following  year  to  Macon. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  he  volunteered  as 
a  private  in  the  Confederate  ranks.  He  served  three  years  under 
Generals  Walker  and  Howell  Cobb  in  Georgia,  and  under  (ieneral 
Lee  in  Virginia,  reaching  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  ho  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
Macon.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Georgia  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion in  1865.  After  that  ho  took  no  part  in  politics  for  several 
years,  though  nominated  for  the  Legislature,  and  for  member  of  the 
convention  called  to  form  a  State  Constitution,  under  the  recon- 
struction acts  of  Congress,  declining  to  run  in  every  case. 

In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  Eepresentative  in  Congress  from 
the  Sixtii  District  of  Georgia,  and  was  elected  by  about  three  thou- 
sand majority.  He  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. He  addressed  the  House  on  the  contested  election  case  in- 
volving the  seat  of  his  colleague,  Morgan  Rawls,  and  on  the  Civil 
Rights  bill.  After  delineating  the  evils  which  would  result  to  the 
South  from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  he  concluded  by  saying,  "I  rep- 
resent an  intelligent,  brave,  and  generous  people,  and  for  them  I 
have  sought  the  attention  of  this  House.  For  them  I  enter  solemn 
protest  against  the   passage  of  this   bill,   and    invoke  tliMt   justice 

which  future  tiuie>  will  award  them." 

.S07 


AI^DREW    SLOAjST. 


I^^NDREW  SLOAN  was  born  in  M'Donougli,  Henry  Coun- 
ty, Georgia,  June  10,  18+5.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
'■i^Xlt  Spartanburg  District,  South  Carolina,  and  located  in 
early  life  in  Henry  County,  Georgia.  Mr.  Sloan  received 
his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  district,  and  in 
Marshall  College.  He  subsequently  attended  Bethany  College, 
West  Virginia,  but  lacked  one  year  of  completing  the  course  pre- 
scribed for  graduation.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1866,  and  three  weeks  after  his  admission  was  elected  County 
Solicitor.  After  holding  this  office  eight  months  he  resigned  and 
went  to  Savannah.  He  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  Cus- 
tonis,  and  held  this  position  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  sickness.  In  the  spring  of  1868  he  opened  a 
law  office,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  Assistant  United  States  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  Resigning  in  187'2,  he  was,  without  solicitation  on 
his  part,  nominated  l)y  the  Republicans  of  the  First  District  of 
Georgia  as  their  candidate  for  Representative  in  the  Forty-third 
Congress.  The  certificate  of  election  was  given  to  Morgan  Rawls, 
but  Mr.  Sloan  claimed  to  have  been  elected  by  nineteen  hundred 
majority.  He  contested  the  seat,  i.iul  was  admitted  on  the  24rth  of 
March,  1874.  Mr.  Hyde,  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  addressing 
the  House  pending  this  contest,  said,  "  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee desired  not  to  throw  out  a  single  vote  unless  it  was  abso- 
lutely required  by  law  that  they  should  do  it ;  but  if  you  count 
every  vote  that  has  been  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Sloan  is  elected  ;  or  if  you  go  into  particulars  and  ques- 
tions of  law,  then  also  Mr.  Sloan  would  be  elected  by  a  very  much 

larger  inaioritv." 
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ALEXANDER    WHITE, 


f^'LEXANDER  WHITE  was  born  in  Franklm,  Tennessee, 
^°'^^"^®''  ^*''  ^^^^-  '^^  ^^'®  y^'^i's  of  age  lie  removed  with 
•"^^UiX  *''*  ^"^'^^'"  ^'^  Alahania.  He  was  erlncated  at  Coiirtland 
and  Somerville  At-adeinies,  and  at  tiie  University  of  Ten- 
nessee in  Nashville.  He  did  not  gradnat«,  however,  as  he  volun- 
teered, before  the  close  of  a  coinplete  colleffiate  course,  to  serve 
in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  War  of  1836.  He  faithfully  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  soldier  in  that  arduous  campaign,  and 
at  its  close  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  his  father,  Hon. 
John  White,  late  one  of  the  Circuit  and  Supreme  Court  Judges  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  AVhite  came  to  the  bar  with  an  unusually  accurate  and  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  principles  of  his  profession.  He  was  at 
home  in  all  branches  of  the  law,  both  in  theory  and  practice.  Dur- 
ing twenty-five  years,  in  which  he  was  actively  devoted  to  his  pro- 
fession, he  occupied  the  highest  rank  at  the  bar  of  Alabama. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  Whig,  but  was  never  a  violent  partisan  ; 
and  never  diverted  from  his  professional  duties  much  time  and 
attention  to  polities.  In  1851  he  consented  to  be  a  candidate  for 
Congress,  and  was  elected.  In  the  Thirty-second  Congress  he  was 
i-ecognized  as  an  able  debater,  and  a  careful,  painstaking  legislator. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  White  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  one  of  the  few  prominent  natives  of 
the  South  who  gave  their  influence  and  energies  to  the  promotion 
of  reconstruction.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Alabama  State  Con- 
vention, called  by  Governor  Parsons  in  1865  to  frame  a  new  Con- 
stitution.    In  1872  he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 

Alaban)a. 

3n9 


2  ALEXANDER    WHITE. 

In  tlie  luitnnm  uf  tliat  year  he  was  elected  a  Kepresentative  iVom 
Alabama — tlie  State-at-large — to  the  Fortj-third  Congresfe.  His 
einineiit  legal  abilities  were  recognized  in  his  appointment  to  the 
Coininittec  on  the  Judiciary.  On  the  ITtli  of  December,  1873,  he 
addressed  the  Ilonse  on  the  repeal  of  the  Bankrupt  law.  lie  main- 
tained that  the  '"experience  of  this  country,  the  character  of  our 
])eople,  and  the  character  of  their  pursuits,  jirompt  the  considera- 
tion, if  not  the  conviction,  that  a  bankrupt  law  is  i)roper  and  neces- 
sary in  this  country."  He  pointed  out  serious  defects  in  the  exist- 
ing law,  and  suggested  remedies  for  them  in  a  manner  which  indi- 
cated his  complete  mastery  of  the  subject. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1874,  Mr.  White  delivered  a  speech  in  favor 
of  ail  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Centenuial  Celebration  and 
International  Exhibition  of  1876.  The  speech  was  replete  with 
liberal  and  patriotic  views.  The  annals  of  legislation  furnish  few 
utterances  indicative  of  a  more  philosophic  statesmanship  than 
this  :  — 

"  When  a  nation,  no  matter  what  intellect  may  guide  or  genius 
preside  over  it,  no  matter  what  may  be  its  success  in  the  attainment 
of  riches  and  diiininion,  when  it  forgets  its  honor,  when  it  rejects 
those  noble  sentiments  which  alone  inspire  men  and  communities 
to  great  deeds,  no  matter  how  prosperous  it  may  seem  to  be,  there 
is  within  it  rottenness,  and  it  is  on  the  road  to  decline  and  decay  and 
death.  The  lessons  of  history  every-vvhere  recognize  the  fact  that 
it  is  oidy  in  the  heroic  ages,  or  under  the  influence  of  sentiments 
which  s])ring  from  heroic  ages,  that  nations  have  ever  accomplished 
sreat  thino;s  in  the  world." 
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FEEDERIOK    G.    BEOMBERG. 


fKEDERICK  GEORGE  BROMBERG  was  born  !n  New 
York  city,  June  19,  1837.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
^^  Hamburg,  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  tlie  United  States 
in  1832.  The  family  removed  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  Feb- 
rnary,  1838,  the  father  establishing  himself  in  business  in  that  city, 
where  he  has  maintained  a  high  standing  in  business  relations, 
and  kept  an  nnbroken  consistency  in  his  devotion  to  the  American 
Union.  In  1839,  after  the  yellow  fever  epidemic,  the  family  went 
to  Pensacola,  where  they  remained  more  than  a  year.  Mrs.  Brom- 
bery;  then  took  her  children  for  their  health  and  education  to  Cam- 
bridge,  Massachnsetts,  where  she  remained  until  1848. 

Having  returned  to  Mobile  at  the  age  of  eleven,  Frederick  fitted 
for  college  under  Norman  Pinney  and  J.  A.  Rindge.  Pie  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  University  in  1858,  and  then  returned  South.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  went  North,  intending  to  proceed  thence  to 
Berlin  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  his  studies  in  the  University, 
when  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  frustrated  his  plans.  He  entered 
the  Lawrence  Scientific  School  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  as  a 
student,  and  remained  as  assistant  in  the  chemical  laboratory  until 
1863.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  tutor  in  mathematics  in  Harvard 
University,  and  held  this  position  until  1865,  when  he  resigned  and 
returned  to  his  home  in  the  South. 

The  first  act  of  public  significance  which  he  performed  after  his 
return  to  Mobile  was  to  allow  the  use  of  his  name  as  one  of  the 
advisory  board  of  the  Freedmen's  Savings  Bank,  which  was  then 
establishing  a  branch  in  that  city.  He  was  the  only  white  resident 
willing  to  countenance  the  enterprise  to  that  extent.  Mr.  Brom- 
bero-  was  Secretarv  of  the  Union  League,  an  association  of  resident 
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2  FREDERICK    G.    BROMBERG. 

white  men  wlio   liad  maintained  their  fidelity  to  tlie  Union  during 
tlie  war. 

Mr.  Bromberg  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Convention  lieid 
July,  1807,  at  wliieli  the  party  was  organized  in  Alabama.  From 
that  time  until  1870  he  was  an  active  member  of  every  Republican 
Convention  held  in  his  county,  district,  and  State.  lie  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Mobile  in  July.  ISfi",  by  Major- 
General  John  Pope,  commanding  the  Department,  ami  served  until 
January  19,  1869.  He  was  a  meujber  of  the  State  Senate  during 
four  years  ending  in  1872,  and  pursued  in  that  body  an  independ- 
ent, non-partisan  course.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Mobile 
in  July,  1869,  and  was  removed  without  cause  in  June,  1871. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  Alabama  delegation  m  the  Cincinnati 
National  Convention  of  1872,  and  in  that  capacity  announced  the 
first  votes  for  Horace  Greeley  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presiden- 
cy. At  the  District  Convention  of  Democrats  and  Liberals,  held 
in  1872,  Mr.  Bromberg  was,  on  the  second  ballot,  unanimously 
nominated  for  Representative  in  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  the 
people.  In  the  Forty-second  Congress  he  served  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  House. 
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CHAELES    C.    SHEATS, 


.,^  HARLES  CHRISTOPHER  SHEATS  was  born  in 
^  Walker  County,  Alabaii!:i,  April  1(1,  1839.  His  early 
*>;«/>  education  was  such  as  was  aiforded  by  the  couinion  schools 
of  his  native  State,  supplemented  by  close  private  appli- 
cation to  books.  He  studied  law,  but  did  not  enter  actively  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1867. 

Mr.  Sheats  was  elected. a  member  at  the  Secession  Convention  in 
1860,  and  was  one  of  the  seventeen  who  absohitely  refused  to  sign  the 
ordinance  of  separation.  He  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama  in  1861,  and  was  expelled  for  his 
adherence  to  the  Union  in  1862.  In  the  same  year  he  was  indicted 
for  treason  to  the  Confederate  Government  and  was  imprisoned. 
He  could  not  obtain  a  trial,  and  was  kept  in  close  conlinemeut  until 
the  end  of  the  war. 

He  naturally  identified  himself  actively  with  the  Republican 
party  pending  the  work  of  reconstruction.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  which  met  in  1865  to  form  a  new  Constitution  for 
the  State.  lu  the  same  year  he  ran  for  Congress,  but  was  defeated 
as  there  were  four  Union  candidates.  In  the  presidential  campaign 
of  1868  he  was  an  elector  on  the  Grant  and  Colfax  ticket.  He  was 
appointed  United  States  Consul  at  Elsinore  in  1869,  and  held  this 
position  until  1872.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  a  Representative 
from  the  State  at  large  to  the  Forty  second  Congress  as  a  Republic- 
an, receiving  eighty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
votes.     He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  and  the 

Committee  on  Reform  in  the  Civil  Service. 

313 


JAMES    T.   RAPIER. 
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*AMES  T.  HAPIEE  was  born  in  Florence,  Alabama,  in 
ISiO.  He  is  of  African  ancestry,  but  bas  a  considerable 
admixture  of  wliite  blood  in  his  veins.  He  early  made  liia 
way  to  Canada,  where,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  liberty  de- 
nied him  in  his  native  State,  he  went  to  school  and  learned  to  read 
and  write.  He  subsequently  returned  to  Alahama  and  engaged  in 
planting. 

His  tastes  and  talents  led  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  he  soon  reached  official  position.  In  186G  he  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Alabama  a  Commission  as  Xotary  Public.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Eepublican  Convention  held  in  Alabama,  and 
was  one  of  the  Committee  that  framed  the  platform  of  the  party. 
He  represented  the  county  of  Lauderdale  in  the  convention  held  at 
Monto-omery,  in  1867,  to  frame  a  new  Constitution  for  the  State. 
He  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State  in  1870,  but  was  defeated 
with  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  In  1871  he  was  appointed  Assessor 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Second  Collection  District  of  Alabama. 
He  received  the  appointment  of  State  Commissioner  to  the  Vienna 
Exposition  in  1873  from  the  Governor  of  Alabama. 

In  1S72  Mr.  Rapier  was  elected  a  Representative  in  Congress 
from  the  Second  District  of  Alabama  as  a  Republican,  receiving 
nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  votes  against  sixteen  thousand  votes 
for  the  Democratic  candidate.  During  the  Forty-third  Congress 
he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  On  the  9th 
of  June,  1874,  Mr.  Rapier  delivered  an  able  speech  in  favor  of  the 
bill  "for  the  Protection  of  all  Citizens  in  their  Legal  and  Civil 
Ri^^bts."  It  was  a  clear  and  powerful  statement  of  the  necessity  for 
6uch  a  measure,  and  of  the  absurdity  of  the  opposition  to  t'  e  bill. 
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CHARLES    HAYS. 


^^  HAHLES  HAYS  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Alabama, 
^^  February  2,  1834.     He  was  educated  at  tlie  CTniversit.y  of 

^%i  ^^°''S'^a"'^  a' the  University  of  Virginia.  He  devoted  liiin- 
self  entirely  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  planters  in  Alabama.  lie  was  elected  to  rhe  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Alabama  in  1867,  and  was  one  of  the  framers  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  that  State.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate of  Alabama  in  1868,  and  while  a  iriember  of  that  body  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  Forty -lirst  Congress  as  a  Republican, 
receiving  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-three  votes 
against  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  votes  for  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  Hays  was  admitted  to  his  seat  December  7,  1870,  on  taking 
the  special  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  July  11,  1868,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Conniiittee  on  Naval  Aflfairs.  His  first  speech  in 
the  Hotise,  March  24-,  1870,  was  on  the  Tariff,  and  was  especially 
interesting  as  presenting  the  views  of  the  southern  planters.  He 
affirmed  his  "  adherence  to  the  old  principle  that,  witli  economy  in 
the  public  expenditures,  revenue  should  be  the  object,  and  protec- 
tion only  the  incident,"  and  maintained  that  the  planting  States 
would  seriously  disagree  with  any  policy  of  protection  which  would 
cause  prices  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  olose  corporations. 

He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  vote  of 
eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy -three.  His  majority 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Forty 'third  Congress  was  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twelve.  During  both  these  Congresses  he  continued 
to  do  efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  During  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  was  also  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 
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^fel^HAELES  PELHAM  was  born  in  Person  County,  North 


_, . ''  'J 

|J^  Carolina,  March  12,  1835.  His  family  removed  to  Ala- 
bama in  1838.  He  received  a  thorough  academical  train- 
ing, studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S58. 
He  practiced  his  urut'cssion  until  1S62,  wiien  he  entered  the  Con- 
federate service,  althou>j;ii  lie  had  been  earnestly  opiiooed  to 
secession. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  the  jiractice  of  law.  He  gave 
all  his  influence  to  promoting  the  work  of  reconstruction  under  the 
acts  of  Congress,  He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial 
Circuit  in  1868,  and  was  discharging  the  duties  of  this  office  when 
he  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  1872  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date. He  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  votes.  He 
served  on  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Coliinibia  and  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Washington  National  Monument. 

He  was  diligent  in  discharging  his  duties  on  a  Committee  and 
attentive  to  proceedings  in  the  House,  although  not  appearing 
prominently  in  debate.  He  participated  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
his  liberality  and  public  spirit  in  the  discussion  of  March  21,  1874:, 
in  relation  to  making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  teachers  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  advocated  an 
appropriation  which  would  pay  what  was  due  th.em,  and  provide  for 


their  salaries  during  some  months  to  come. 
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JOSEPH    H.   SLOSS. 


''^W^  OSEPIi  II.  SLOSS  was  born  in  Soraerville,  Morgan 
1^^  County.  Alabama,  October  12,  182G.  His  father  was  the 
;^^  Rev.  James  L.  Sloss,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  his  youth,  and  was  educated  at  Princeton 
College,  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Witherspoon.  His  motiier  was 
a  daughter  of  Hon.  David  Campbell,  who  was  the  iirst  United 
States  Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Tennessee. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  academic  education,  and 
studied  law  witii  his  uncle,  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  and  died  in  1850,  while 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  Sloss  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1844,  and  in  1849  removed  to  Edwardsville,  Madison 
County,  Illinois.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  in 
1858,  when  he  supported  Stephen  A.  Douglass  for  Senator  against 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  civil  war  he  returned  to  his  old 
home,  and  entered  the  Confederate  Army  as  Captain  in  the  Fourth 
Alabama  Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  a  Colonelcy  near  the  close 
of  the  war.  After  the  war  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Tuscumbia,  which  office  he  held  until  1870,  save  a  short  interval, 
during  which  he  was  suspended  by  General  John  Pope. 

He  was  elected  a  Representative  from  Alabama  to  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  as  a  Democrat,  by  over  five  thousand  majority. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of 
the  Laws.  His  first  speech  in  the  House,  delivered  April  4,  1871, 
was  a  forcible  argument  against  the  passage  of  the  Ku-klux  Bill. 
He  was  reelected  to  the  Forty-third   Congress,  during  which   he 

served  on  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 
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'"^OHN  H.  CALDWELL  was  born  in  Hnntsville,  Madison 
County,  Alabama.  He  pursued  an  acrademic  course  of 
study  in  his  native  town,  and  was  for  two  years  a  student 
at  Bacon  College,  in  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky.  He  did 
not,  however,  pursue  his  studies  to  graduation.  Soon  after  leaving 
College,  he  returned  to  Alabama  and  began  to  take  an  active  part 
in  politics  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  and  served  with  industr}'  and  faith- 
fulness during  the  session  of  1857-58. 

Meanwhile  he  studied  law,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1859,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Jacksonville, 
Alabsnna.  He  was  elected  Solicitor  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  (circuit 
of  Alabama  by  the  Legislature  at  the  session  of  1859-60,  and  was 
re-elected  at  the  session  of  1863-64.  He  was  deposed  from  office 
by  the  provisional  Governor  in  1865,  and  was  reelected  the  same 
winter  when  things  were  no  longer  provisional.  He  was  removed 
from  office  in  1867  by  military  authority  for  refusing  to  obey  orders, 
conceiving  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  his  honor  and  duty  as  a  civil 
officer  to  sui)mit  to  such  dictation. 

Returning  t(j  private  life  he  resumed  the  ]iractice  of  his  profes- 
sion, which  he  pursued  for  a  few  years  without  interruption  from 
political  or  official  duties.  In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  Congress 
by  the  Democrats  of  the  Fifth  District  of  Alabama,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Calhoun,  Cherokee,  Clebnine,  De  Kalb,  Etowah,  Jack- 
son, Madison,  Marshall,  and  St.  Clair.  He  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  votes  over  G.  D.  Camp- 
bell, Republicun.  He  served  on  the  Connnittee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  and  the  War  of  1812. 
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^^  UCIUS  Q.  C.  LAMAE  was  bora  in  Putnam  County, 
Georgia,  September  17th,  1825.  His  father  was  Judge  of 
the  Oconee  Circuit,  and  died  July  4th,  1834,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven.  The  widowed  mother,  being  left  with  a 
liandsome  property,  was  enabled  to  educate  her  young  son,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  in  the  highest  manner  that  the  institutions  of  the 
State  would  afford.  He  received  his  early  education  at  Oxford, 
Georgia,  and  graduated  at  Emory  College  in  1845. 

He  studied  law  at  ]\Iacon,  Georgia,  under  Hon.  A.  H.  Chappell, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847,  and  practiced  his  profession  with 
success.  In  his  speeches  to  juries  he  quoted  but  few  authors,  and 
relied  upon  the  testimony,  common  sense,  and  the  justice  of  his 
cause.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  so  atten- 
tively read  all  his  speeches  and  commentaries  upon  government  that 
he  became  perfectly  familiar  with  almost  every  sentence  the  great 
South  Carolinian  ever  uttered. 

He  removed  to  Oxford,  Mississippi,  in  1849,  and  was  elected 
Adjunct  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
holding  the  position  as  assistant  to  Dr.  A.  T.  Bledsoe,  editor  of 
"The  Southern  Review."  He  married  a  daug-hter  of  Judsre  A.  B. 
Longstreet,  President  of  the  University.  Mr.  Lamar  resigned  his 
professorship  in  1850,  and  returned  to  Georgia,  where  he  resumed 
the  practice  of  law.  In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  in  which  he  served  one  terra. 

In  1854  he  removed  to  his  plantation  iu  Lafayette  County,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  was  soon  after  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  tlie  Fourth  District.  The  Whig  party  put  up  the 
ablest  man  they  had  in  the  district,  if  not  in  the  State,  Hon.  James 
L.  Alcorn,  afterward  Governor  and  United  States  Senator.     The 
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candidates  stumped  the  district  together,  and  every  one  who  heard 
the  eloquence  of  young  Lamar  plainly  foresaw  that  he  had  a  bril- 
liant future  before  him.  The  result  was  that  he  was  elected  over 
Alcorn  by  a  majority  of  fifteen  hundred  votes.  Entering  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Congress  at  the  beginning  of  tiie  session  of  185G-57,  he  soon 
displayed  those  powers  of  eloquence  before  that  body  that  had  char- 
acterized him  on  the  stump.  In  1858  he  had  become  so  popular 
with  the  voters  of  his  district  that  he  was  re-elected  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Among  the  first  regiments  that  left  for  the  war  in  Virginia  was 
the  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  of  which  his  old  law  partner,  Hon. 
Christopher  Mott,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war,  was  the  Colonel, 
and  Lamar  was  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Before  the  regiment  was  under 
its  first  fire.  Colonel  Lamar  was  stricken  down  with  paralysis  in  front 
of  his  tent.  After  weeks  of  careful  nursing  he  was  ■able  to  be  carried 
to  his  home  in  Oxford,  and  it  was  several  months  before  he  w-as  able 
to  leave  his  room.  He  then  joined  his  regiment  and  was  with  it 
when  it  met  the  Federal  troops,  for  the  first  time,  at  the  battle  of 
Yorktown.  Colonel  Mott  was  killed  on  the  field,  and  Lamar  suc- 
ceeded in  command  of  the  regiment.  Soon  after,  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  Davis  and  his  cabinet.  Colonel  Lamar  accepted  a 
position  asvone  of  the  Confederate  Commissioners  to  Europe.  Suc- 
cessfully running  the  blockade,  he  safely  arrived  in  England,  and 
from  tlicre  went  to  Germany  and  to  France,  exerting  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  get  the  independence  of  the  Confederacy  recognized, 
and  to  form  alliances  with  the  governments.  After  an  absence  of  a 
year  he  returned,  and  served  with  the  army  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which 
he  pursued  with  more  industry  than  ever.  In  1866  he  was  elected 
Professor  of  Political  Economy  and  Social  Science  in  the  University 
of  Mississippi,  and  in  1867  was  transferred  to  the  Professorship  of 
Law. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  as  a  Demo- 
crat, by  a  majority  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five 
votes.  On  taking  his  seat  December  1st,  187.3,  for  his  third  term 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  IMr.  Lamar  M'as  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Elections.     He  at  once  took  rank  among 
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the  first  orators  and  debaters  in  Congress.  His  speeelies  invariably 
received  the  extraordinary  compliment  of  being  heard  with  profound 
attention.  His  eulogy  on  Senator  Sumner  was  unsurpassed,  as  a 
specimen  of  eloquence,  by  anything  which  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives has  heard  within  recent  years.  It  was  not  more  remarkable 
for  its  eloquence  than  for  the  lofty  patriotism  and  conciliatory  spirit 
with  which  it  was  pervaded.  The  following  is  a  brief  and  charac- 
teristic extract  from  this  admirable  address : 

"Charles  Sumner  in  life  believed  that  all  occasion  for  strife  and 
distrust  between  the  North  and  South  had  passed  away,  and  there 
no  longer  remained  any  cause  for  continued  estrangement  between 
these  two  sections  of  our  common  country.  Are  there  not  many  of 
us  who  believe  the  same  thing  ?  Is  not  that  the  common  sentiment, 
or  if  it  is  not  ought  it  not  to  be,  of  the  great  mass  of  our  people 
North  and  South  ?  Bound  to  each  other  by  a  common  Constitution, 
destined  to  live  together  under  a  common  government,  forming  unit- 
edly but  a  single  member  of  the  great  family  of  nations,  shall  we 
not  now  at  last  endeavor  to  grow  toward  each  other  once  more  in 
heart  as  we  are  already  indissolubly  linked  to  each  other  in  fortunes? 
Shall  we  not,  over  the  honored  remains  of  this  great  champion  of 
human  liberty,  this  feeling  sympathizer  with  human  sorrow,  this 
earnest  pleader  for  the  exercise  of  human  tenderness  and  charity, 
lay  aside  the  concealments  \\hich  serve  only  to  perpetuate  misunder- 
standings and  distrust,  and  frankly  confess  that  on  both  sides  we 
most  earnestly  desire  to  be  one — one  not  merely  in  political  organi- 
zation, one  not  merely  in  identity  of  institutions,  one  not  merely  in 
community  of  language  and  literature  and  traditions  and  country, 
but  more  and  better  than  all  that,  one  also  in  feeling  and  in  heart?" 

Much  of  the  material  for  this  sketch  has  been  derived  from  an 
article  published  in  the  "Augusta  Chronicle  and  Sentinel,"  by  H.  C. 
Stevenson,  Esq.,  ^vho,  in  a  few  comprehensive  sentences  presents  a 
just  and  graphic  estimate  of  Mr.  Lamar: 

"  As  a  politician  no  one  ever  has  any  occasion  to  doubt  his  jiosi- 
tions,  for  his  texts  are  never  taken  to  suit  any  sermon,  nor  his  ser- 
mons made  to  suit  any  text.  Always  speaking  ex  cathedra,  and 
almost  invariably  without  notes,  on  the  stump  one  could  not  find  a 
more  fascinating  or  impassioned  speaker.  Though  in  private  circles 
he  is  sociable  in  his  manners  and  conversation,  yet  he  is  retiring  in 
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his  habits  and  averse  to  public  receptions.  Usually  quiet  and 
taciturn,  yet  when  fully  aroused  he  is  the  most  aroused  man  you 
ever  saw.  He  has  a  large  liead,  with  a  profusion  of  hair,  an  open, 
frank  face,  and  a  pair  of  keen  little  eyes,  hardly  larger  than  bullets. 
He  is  about  the  last  man  in  Washington  that  a  lobbyist  or  a 
member  of  a  ring  would  approach  ujjou  a  question  of  '  subtraction, 
division,  and  silence;'  and  if  a  man  on  that  business  would 
get  off"  without  a  genteel  thrashing,  then  and  there  administered,  he 
would  be  extremely  lucky." 


^^^^^^ 


ALBERT    R.  HOWE. 


^LBERT  R.  HOWE  was  born  iu  Brookfield,  Massachusetts, 
January  2,  1840.  His  father,  Francis  Howe,  was  a  mer- 
•^^^^  cliant  of  Boston,  who,  having  retired  From  business,  served 
four  terms  in  tlie  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives, 
and  one  term  in  the  State  Senate.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived such  education  as  is  afforded  in  the  excellent  schools  and 
academies  of  Massachusetts. 

lie  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  was  successively  sergeant,  second  and  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  acting  adjutant.  He  participated  in  the  campaign  in 
North  Carolina,  under  General  A.  G.  Foster.  Upon  the  expiration 
of  the  nine  months'  service  of  the  regiment  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  in  wjiicli  he 
was  subsequently  promoted  to  be  first  lieutenant,  captain,  and 
major.  He  served  in  the  Virginia  campaigns  with  General  Grant 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox,  and  was  then 
ordered  with  his  regiment  to  Texas,  where  he  served  under  Gen. 
Weitzel  until  November  30,  1865. 

He  settled  in  Panola  County,  Mississippi,  on  a  cotton  plantation, 

in  December,  1865.     He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional 

Convention  in  1868,  and  during  the  same  year  he  was  a  delegate  to 

the  Chicago   National   Republican    Convention.     In   1SC9  he  was 

appointed  Treasurer  of  Panola  County.     He  was  a  member  of  tlie 

State  Legislature  of  Mississippi  in  1870,  1871,  and  1872.     He  was 

elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  as  a  Republican  by  a  majority 

of  over  six  thousand   votes.     Taking  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 

House  of  Representatives,  he  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on 

Claims. 

323 


HENRY    W.    BARRY. 


j-.t^'^ENRY  W.  BARRY  is  a  native  of  Schoharie  County, 
viU'.M  New  York.  Not  liaviiiy;  enjoyed  in  earlv  life  the  usual 
ihj ll'^  facilities  for  acquiring  an  urlucation,  he  supplied  the  deii- 
ciency  at  a  later  pei'iod  l)y  close  ap|)lication  iii  private 
study.  His  efforts  resulted  in  literary  attaininoiits  which  enabled 
him  to  take  hiijli  rank  as  a  professional  teacher.  After  several 
previous  engauenients  in  educational  institutions  he  was  appointed 
Piincipal  of  Locust  Grove  Academy  in  Kentucky.  He  had  just 
closed  his  second  academic  year  in  this  institution  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Barry  at  once  enlisted  as  a  private  in  a  corps  which  was 
afterward  consolidated  with  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Kentucky  In- 
fanti-y.  Within  thirty  days  of  his  enlistment  he  was  made  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  shortly  after  First  Lieutenant,  of  Company  H, 
which  he  cuimnanded.  The  regiment  having  been  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cundierland  under  General  Buell,  Lieutenant  Barry 
was  sent  with  his  company  upon  an  important  and  dangerous  de- 
tached service,  in  which  the  whole  party  was  surrounded  and  captured 
on  the  25tli  of  July,  1862.  In  testimony  of  his  gallantry  in  resist- 
ing capture  the  rebel  commander  restored  his  saber,  and  permitted 
him  to  send  it  to  his  brother  in  Louisville  by  the  hands  of  iiis 
Second  Serjeant,  who,  with  the  other  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  was  paroled.  The  officers  were  retained  as  piisoners, 
and  sent  to  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  then  in  command  of  the  Confed- 
erate General  Price.  Shortly  afterward  Lieutenant  Bai-ry  was 
sent  to  Columbus,  where  he  imw  resides.  After  remaining  here 
for  some  time  lie  was  sent  to  Richmond,  to  be  e.\changed  imdei-  a 
cartel  that  had  been  effected:  but  the  order  was  couiitennanded. 
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and  lie  -.vas  sent  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  wiiere  he  ren.ained  until 
his  exduin-e  the  ensuing  aut.nnn.  During  l,is  imprison, n.-nt  in 
Mississippi  he  carerully  used  his  opportunities  .,f  oi.servation  in 
studying  tile  h.eal  cliaracter  and  resources  of  the  country,  obtain- 
ing information  of  great  value  in  his  subsequent  career  in  that 
State. 

After  his  exchange  he  remained  for  a  short  time  on  the  staff  of 
General  Boyle,  commanding  at  Louisville.  On  the  1st  of  April, 
1864.  he  appeared  before  tiie  Board  of  Officers,  of  which  General 
Casey  was  President,  whicli  had  been  convened  at  Washington  for 
the  examination  of  officers  for  colored  troops.  His  examination 
was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  on  the  7th  of  May,  186i,  commis- 
sioned a  Colonel  of  Artillery,  and  ordered  to  Paducab,  Kentuckv, 
to  superintend  the  organization  of  colored  troops  in  that  quarter. 
He  was  subsequently  assigned  to  the  command  of  that  important 
post.  In  tiie  higher  administrative  duties  thus  devolving  upon 
him  Colonel  Barry  developed  a  capacity  and  a  promptness  which 
attracted  attention  in  high  quarters,  tie  was  continued  at  this 
post  until  April  7,  1865,  when  with  the  troops  under  his  command 
he  was  ordered  to  Washington,  and  afterward  sent  by  sea  from 
City  Point,  on  the  James  River,  to  Indianola,  Texas.  Lauding  at 
the  latter  point,  he  found  himself  in  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 
Second  Division,  Twenty-tifth  Army  Corps.  Thence  he  was  sent 
to  command  the  troops  in  and  around  Victoria,  Texas,  where  he 
remained  till  February,  1866,  when  he,  with  his  entire  command, 
was  sent  to  Louisville  to  be  mustered  out.  During  his  later  mili- 
tary career  he  was  brevetted  first  Brigadier-General  and  then 
Major-General  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct. 

After  leaving  the  army  he- established  his  residence  at  Colum- 
bus, Mississippi,  the  place  of  his  former  imprisonment,  but  spent  a 
portion  of  his  time  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  where,  in 
1867,  he  graduated  with  honor  in  the  Columbia  College  Law 
School.  He  then  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Columbus, 
engaging  actively  in  the  political  canvass  in  behalf  of  the  recon- 
struction policy  of  Congress.     In  1867  he  was  elected  a  member 
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of  tlie  ConstitutioDal  Convention  of  Miss.ssippi.  At  tlie  ineetino; 
of  this  body  in  .liinnary,  18G8,  Mr.  Ijarry's  abilities  and  weij^lit  of 
character  caused  him  to  be  recognized  by  both  friend  and  foe  as  a 
leader  in  the  great  work  of  political  and  social  reconstruction.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  the  most  important 
position  in  the  Convention,  he  sustained  himself  to  tiie  entire  satis- 
factit>n  of  the  loyal  people,  and  brought  upon  him  the  esjiecial 
hatred  of  the  rebels.  The  Ku-Klux  not  only  exhausted  their  re- 
sources  of  billingsgate  in  traducing  his  character,  but  atteni]ited  to 
take  his  life.  His  right  arm  was  broken  by  the  pistol-shot  of  an 
assassin. 

In  June,  1808,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  Mississippi,  but 
before  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  his  election  to  Congress 
vacated  his  place  in  that  body.  In  November,  1868,  he  was  desig- 
nated a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Sixteen  dispatched  by  the 
Eepublican  Convention  of  Mississippi  to  urge  upon  Congress  the 
restoration  of  the  State  under  its  new  Constitution  to  its  lost  priv- 
ileges in  the  Union. 

In  1869  Mr.  Barry  was  elected  to  represent  the  Third  Mississippi 
Congressional  District  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  Forty  first  and 
for  the  entire  term  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  receiving  a  ma- 
jority of  3,193  over  two  competitors.  Admitted  to  his  seat  in  the 
Forty-first  Congress  April  8,  18T0,  Mr.  Barry  was  appointed  on 
the  Committee  on  Elections.  He  warmly  supported,  both  by  votes 
and  speeches,  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress,  believing  it  to 
be  the  only  solution  of  the  political  and  social  problem  of  the  South. 

He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  served  on  the 

C'lmniittee  on  Patents,  the  C(mimittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  as 

chainn.m   of   the   Committee    on    Expenditures   in    the    Post-utttce 

DiMiartiiR'nt. 
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sHE  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  Scotcli-Irish  descent.  His 
fntlier,  James  McKee,  was  a  native  of  Chester  District, 
Sontii  Carolina.  Being  of  very  decided  anti-slavery  views, 
and  not  wishing  that  his  growing  family  of  children  shoidd 
be  reared  under  the  influences  of  slavery  then  surrounding  them, 
he  removed  from  the  South  to  Illinois,  where,  at  Joliet,  on  the 
2d  of  October,  1836,  George  C.  McKee  was  born.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  academic  department  at  Knox  College,  and  received  a 
partial  collegiate  education  at  Lombard  University. 

Before  reaching  his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  took 
part  as  a  Republican  in  the  famous  "  Lincoln  and  Douglas  canvass" 
of  1858  in  Illinois.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  elected 
City  Attorney  of  Centralia,  Illinois.  He  practiced  law  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  when,  at  the  first  call  for  troops,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  first  company  (11th  Illinois  Infantry) 
that  left  Southern  Illinois.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  three  months' 
term  of  service,  during  which  time  he  had  served  as  first  sergeant  in 
South-east  Missouri,  the  company  re-enlisted  and  re-organized  for  the 
three  years'  service,  and  he  was  unanimously  elected  Captain.  He 
was  wounded  at  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  and  Vicksburg.  During 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  he  commanded  a  corps  of  three  hundred 
picked  men.  He  repulsed  the  rebel  assault  at  Yazoo  City,  March  5, 
1864:,  although  attacked  by  Generals  Ross  and  Richardson  with  a 
force  treble  his  own.  After  this  he  was  ordered,  as  Brigadier- 
General,  to  equip  four  regiments  of  enrolled  militia. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  having  been  continuously  in  Mississippi 

since  1862,  he  settled  in  that  State  at  Vicksburg  and  resumed  the 

practice  of  his  profession,  and  also  engaged  in  planting  in  Warren 

and  Madison  Counties. 
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He  at  once  todk  a  !>taiul  as  an  ournest-workiiig  Republican  of 
liberal  views.  Tlie  Republican  party  of  Mississippi  was  started 
and  organized  in  liis  law-office  at  Vicksbnrg.  He  was  appointed 
Register  in  Eankruj^tcv  in  lSf>7,  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Mississippi  from  Warren  Count}',  and  as  Cliairinaii 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  framed  the  present  judicial  system  of 
Mississippi.  He  was  elected  to  the  Fortieth  Congress  by  5,000 
majority,  lint  the  State  was  not  admitted  to  representation  by  that 
Congress.  He  was  elected  to  the  Forty-first  Congress  by  15,000 
majority,  and  on  being  admitted  to  his  seat  was  appointed  on  the 
Committee  on  Reconstruction. 

Mr.  McKee  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third 
Congresses.  He  served  during  the  former  Congress  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories  and  of  the  Sele(-t  Committee  on  Mis- 
sissippi Levees.  In  the  Forty-third  Congress  he  was  promoted  to  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  in  that  capacity 
liad  the  honor  of  conducting  to  its  passage  in  the  House  the  bill  ad- 
mitting New  Mexico  into  the  Union. 

328 


JO  HI^J^    E.    LYNCH, 


'^OHJSr  E.  LYNCH  was  born  in  Concordia  Parish,  Louisi- 
ana, September  10,  1847.  Plis  mother  was  a  slave,  the 
"  property '»  of  a  Mr.  Lapiche.  His  father  being  a  man 
of  wealth  and  character,  made  the  necessary  arrangements, 
when  Lynch  was  yet  a  child,  to  liave  him  and  his  mother  set  free, 
but  by  his  sudden  and  unexpected  death,  and  treachery  on  the 
part  of  the  person  who  had  entered  into  the  agreement  with  him, 
the  plan  was  not  carried  out,  and  botli  remained  slaves  until 
emancipated  by  the  results  of  the  war.  During  the  period  of  his 
servitude,  and  while  yet  a  boy,  Mr.  Lynch  had  a  deep  and  irre- 
pressible desire  to  rise  above  the  hopeless  lot  to  which  his  destiny 
seemed  to  have  consigned  him.  and  went  forward  with  the  enero-v 
which  has  characterized  him  since  that  time  to  the  acquirement 
of  as  much  education  as  was  within  his  reach.  He  learned  to  read 
while  yet  a  slave.  After  his  mother  became  the  property  of  a 
Mr.  Alfred  Davis  she  was  taken  to  Natchez  with  her  children, 
and  has  lived  there  ever  since.  In  186i,  while  the  Federal  troops 
were  in  possession  of  that  city,  Mr.  Lynch  had  the  opportunity 
of  attending  night-school  for  four  months,  that  brief  period  com- 
prising all  the  educational  advantages  which  he  has  enjoyed. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  entirely  dependent  on  his  own 
unaided  efforts  and  resources  for  the  advancement  he  has 
made. 

He  engaged  in  the  business  of  photography  at  Natchez  until 
1869,  when  Governor  Ames  appointed  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  from  Adams 
County,  in  1869,  and  was  re-elected  in   1871.      During  his  last 

term  in  the  Legislature  he  served  as  Speaker  of  the  House.     On 
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the  occMsiuii  (jf  his  election  to  this  position  the  "  Jiickson   Leader" 
said  of  him  : 

"That  his  conrse  has  been  most  remarkable  thus  far  caiuKjt  be 
denied  by  any  one.  This  will  appear  tnore  evident  by  a  com 
parison  of  In's  humble  origin  and  the  many  disadvantages  under 
which  he  has  labored,  with  tiie  honorable  position  he  now  holds 
and  the  higji  qualifications  ho  brings  with  him  to  sustain  him  in 
that  place.  In  point  of  education  he  is  amply  fitted  ;  in  natund 
ability  he  certainly  has  no  superior  in  the  House.  His  knowledge 
of  parliamentary  law  and  usages  has  been  tested  in  many  heated 
contests  with  the  best  tacticians  of  the  Legislature,  and  proved  to 
be  inferior  to  none,  however  able.  Nor  do  all  these  high  qualifi- 
cations, so  amply  possessed  by  Mr.  Lynch,  contain  all  the  good 
things  we  have  to  say  of  him.  He  has  the  still  higher  virtues  of 
unimpeached  honesty  and  veracity.  During  all  the  two  years 
of  tempting  trials  that  he  has  witnessed,  it  never  once  was  inti- 
mated that  he  was  even  open  to  suspicion.  The  record  he  made 
during  all  that  time  is  as  pure  and  untarnished  as  the  driven  snow. 
No  one  ever  questioned  his  integrity,  or  clouded  his  fair  naiije  with 
the  intimation  that  he  deviated  from  the  path  of  rectitude  and 
right.  If  he  soinetiraes  departed  from  the  course  marked  out,  by 
a  majority  of  his  party,  he  did  so,  as  he  believed,  in  the  discharjie 
of  a  solemn  duty,  and  with  no  other  desire  than  to  do  what  he 
conceived  to  be  right.  To  the  ])osition  of  Speaker  he  may  be 
expected  to  bring  all  these  high  qualifications,  and  to  exercise 
them  wiih  the  greatest  possible  prudence  and  impartiality." 

In  1872  Mr.  Lynch  was  elected  a  Representative  to  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  from  Mississippi  as  a  Republican,  receivinir  fifteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  votes  against  eiaht  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty  votes  for  H.  Cassiday,  Democrat. 
He  served  on  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Interior 
Department. 
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,^p  ■  ASON  NILES  is  a  native  of  New  England.    He  emigrated 
to    Mississippi    many    years    ago,    and    identified    himself 

i^'J  tliorouglily  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  State.  As  a 
Rejinblican  he  actively  aided  in  the  reconstruction  of  the 
State  under  the  acts  of  Congress.  In  1872  lie  was  re-elected  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  Fourth  District  to  tiie  Forty-second  Congress 
without  organized  0])posilion,  receiving  fifteen  thousand  two  hun-  I 

dred  and  sixty-six  votes.     During  the  Forty-second  Congress  he  | 

served  on  tiie  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency.  He  addressed 
the  House  in  oi)]H>sition  to  the  Currency  bill.  In  alinding  to  an 
assertion  of  Mr.  Maynard  that  "  the  law  makes  money,"  he  said :  < 

"  I  agree  with  him  in  that,  but  not  perhaps  in  the  sense  which  he  | 

intended.  I  say  that  is  money  wliich  the  law  makes  money.  But 
what  law?  Not  tlie  law  of  Tennessee,  nor  the  law  of  Mississippi, 
Tior  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  but  tlie  great  higher  law  of  the  com- 
mercial world,  the  commercial  international  law ;  that  is  money 
which  is  made  money  by  that  law.  But  really  the  gentleman  does 
not  think  that  it  is  within  the  competency  of  legislation  by  Congress 
to  make  a  thing  money  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  com- 
merce. If  so,  then  by  a  simple  act  of  Congress  the  leaves  on  the 
trees  mitcht  be  converted  into  money.  There  are  some  things 
which  even  Congress  cannot  do,  and  I  know  it  can  do  many.  It 
cannot  reverse  or  repeal  the  great  laws  of  nature. 

"  There  is  a  great  deal  in  definitions.  Mr.  Burke  defined  poetry 
to  be  the  art  of  substantiating  shadows  and  lending  reality  to 
nothing.  Now  is  not  the  definition  of  money  as  given  bv  tiie 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  identical  in  substance  with  Mr.  Burke's 

definition  of  poetrv  ?" 
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J.  HALE  SYPHER 


^'  HALE  SYPHER  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  22, 
1S37,  where  liis  ancestors  settled  in  the  begiiinino;  of  the 
ei^i'.iteenth  century.  His  grandt'ather  iirst  located  in  the 
valley  of  the  Brandywine,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  removed  to  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  where 
he  founded  a  home  in  the  territory  that  subsequently  became 
Perry  County.  This  homestead  farm  was  inherited  from  the 
original  settler  by  Jolm  Sypher,  the  father  of  J.  Hale,  who  is  the 
youngest  of  three  sons.  His  parents  died  early,  leaving  him  by  his 
own  exertions  to  obtain  a  livelihood.  By  personal  efforts  he  ac- 
quired a  liberal  education,  in  the  struggle  for  which  he  was  suc- 
cessively the  "  Farm  Boy,"  the  '-.Boat  Boy,"  the  "  Country  School 
Teacher,"  and  the  academy  "  Professor."  At  the  first  call  to  arms 
at  the  beginning  of  the  late  rebellion  he  entered  the  National 
Army  for  the  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a  private  soldier 
April  18th,  1861.  In  active  service  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
war,  he  rose  step  by  step  through  all  the  grades  of  the  army  to  the 
rank  of  Brigadier-General,  to  which  he  was  promoted  for  '•  faithful 
and  meritorious  services  during  the  war."  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  located  in  Louisiana,  having  determined  to  make  his  per- 
manent residence  in  that  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the  culture 
of  cotton  and  sugar. 

In  the  midst  of  other  duties  he  had  read  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Having  been  earnest  and  efficient  in  assisting  to 
maintain  the  Union  of  the  States  and  the  integrity  of  the  nation, 
Avhen  Congress  submitted  the  Reconstruction  Acts  he  became 
equally  active  in  efforts  to  restore  his  adopted  State  to  her  practical 
relations  with  the  Union,  and  reorganize  her  industries.  The 
people,  duly  appreciating  his  services  in  this  new  field,  resolved  to 
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iiuiko  liiii)  one  of  their  representatives  at  the  National  Capital.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  was  re-elected  to 
the  Forty  first,  and  also  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Con- 
gresses. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Repnhlican  Convention 
at  Chicago  which  nominated  Grant  and  Colfax.  In  Congress  he 
advocated  a  liberal  policy  of  internal  improvements,  and  amnesty 
to  the  South ;  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  levees  on 
the  Mississippi  River  by  the  General  Government,  and  granting 
subsidies  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 

In  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Fortieth  Congress,  Mr.  Syplier 
said  :  "  I  regret  that  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  advocate  this 
measure  have  lost  sight  of  the  only  national  outlet  to  the  West. 
They  are  looking  across  the  country  in  a  straight  line  to  New 
York,  expecting  that  by  putting  their  hands  into  the  National 
Treasury  they  can  construct  a  line  which  will  give  them  a  safe 
and  quick  transit  with  cheap  freights  to  the  markets  of  the  world. 
I  regret  to  say  that  they  have  never  once  cast  their  eyes  Southward, 
and  thought  of  the  great  "  Father  of  Waters,"  where  their  freiglits 
will  float  much  cheaper  than  they  can  drag  them  up  the  hill  with 
locomotives.  .   .   . 

In  the  Forty-first  Congress,  upon  the  subject  of  amnesty,  Mr. 
Sypher  said :  "  I  regret  to  hear  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  cite  the 
outrages  committed  in  the  South  as  a  reason  why  amnesty  should 
not  be  granted.  My  experience  is  that  the  men  who  commit  these 
outrages  are  not  the  parties  affected  by  the  disability  clause.  Let 
the  Republican  party,  through  its  representatives  in  Congress,  re- 
move all  the  political  disabilities  of  Southern  men;  let  them  by 
wise  legislation  aid  in  building  up  that  beautiful  country,  dev- 
astated by  war ;  let  the  people  feel  the  fostering  care  of  the 
General  Government;  aid  us  to  build  and  maintain  our  levees,  to 
construct  new  railroads,  to  keep  open  the  mouth  and  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  encourage  labor,  capital,  and 
diversified  industry  in  the  South,  and  it  will  accomplish  more 
toward  the  development  of  a  true  sentiment  of  loyalty  toward  the 
Government  tli;ui  hidf  a  century  of  proscriptive  leirislation." 
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LIONEL    A.    SHELDOK 


^^lOKEL  A.  SHELDON  was  bom  in  Otsego  County,  Wew 
York,  August  30,  1831.  When  about  four  years  of  age  he 
^|-|^  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Oliio,  where  he  spent  his  youth, 
attending  school  during  the  winter  months,  and  working 
on  a  farm  during  tlie  remainder  of  the  year.  At  tlie  age  of  six- 
teen, having  obtained  such  training  as  the  common  scliool  afforded, 
he  left  his  fatlier's  house  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  means  of 
higher  education  elsewhere.  By  dint  of  labor  on  a  farm,  alternat- 
ing with  school-teaching,  lie  earaed  money  to  pay  his  expenses 
while  taking  an  irregular  course  of  study  at  Oberlin  College.  He 
subsequently  studied  law  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1853,  he  opened 
a  law  office  at  Elyria,  the  county  seat  of  Lorain  County,  and  imme- 
diately entered  upon  a  large  practice.  He  was  elected  Judge  of 
Probate,  and  served  one  term,  but  declined  a  renomination,  pre- 
ferring to  resume  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  con- 
tinued without  further  interruption  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Politically  he  was  reared  a  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce.  He  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  principles 
of  republicanism  as  taught  by  the  founders  of  the  government,  and 
in  1854  was  active  in  organizing  in  his  county  opposition  to  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Act.  He  labored  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the 
plank  which  had  stood  in  the  platform  of  the  Ohio  Democracy 
from  1848  to  1853  inclusive,  denouncing  slavery  as  an  evil,  and 
pledging  the  party  to  the  use  of  every  constitutional  means  to  miti- 
gate and  finally  eradicate  that  evil.     The  result  of  this  opposition 

was  to  throw  him  into  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
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In  1850  Mr.  Slielclmi  was  a  delc^atu  to  tlie  Pliiladclpliia  Con- 
vention, and  voted  for  the  lunnination  of  John  C.  Fremont  for 
President.  Upon  the  stump  and  otlierwise  he  supported  actively 
and  ably  the  nominees  of  the  KepnljhV-an  party  until  tiie  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  He  was  commissioned  Brigadier-General  of  Mili- 
tia by  Governor  Chase,  and  took  an  active  part  in  raising  volun- 
teers at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In  August,  1861,  he  was  unani- 
mously chosen  as  captain  of  a  company  in  the  Second  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  Preferring  the 
infantry  service,  however,  he  was,  at  his  own  request,  transferred 
to  the  Forty-second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  in  which  he 
received  a  commission  as  Lieuten.ant-Colonel.  He  remained  in 
this  position  until  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  colonelcy  of  his  regiment,  and  was  brevetted  Briga- 
dier-General. 

In  1861  and  1862  he  served  in  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and 
East  Tennessee,  taking  part  in  the  Cumberland  Gap  expedition 
under  General  Morgan.  In  November,  1862,  he  was  detached 
from  his  regiment  and  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade  of  new 
troops.  He  participated  protninently  in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw, 
Bayou  and  Arkansas  Post,  and  was  honorably  mentioned  in  tiie 
reports  of  commanding  officers. 

On  the  first  of  May  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Port  Gib- 
Bon,  in  which  his  brigade  suifered  most  severely.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  and  siege  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg.  Subsequently,  going  with  the  Thirteenth  Corps  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf,  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
engaged  successfully  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
elected  a  Ilepresentative  from  Louisiana  to  the  Forty -first  Congress 
as  a  Kepublican,  and  w^s  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. He  was  active  in  his  efforts  to  secure  additional  banking 
circulation  for  the  Southern  States,  and  labored  efficiently  to  secure 

li;gihlation  favorable  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 
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CHESTER    B.    DARRALL. 


^^f"  HESTER  B.  DAEEALL  was  born  in  Somerset  Countv, 
%2A  Pennsylvania,  June  24,  1842.  Left  an  orphan  at  the 
early  age  of  six  years,  and  being  one  of  a  large  family, 
he  learned  while  a  mere  boy  that  he  must  expect  in  his 
future  life  to  depend  on  his  own  exertions.  Through  the  teaching 
of  his  excellent  mother  he  learned  to  love  what  was  right  and  dis- 
like what  was  wrong,  and  the  lessons  thus  early  impressed  upon 
him  have  always  guided  him  in  life. 

Attending  the  common  and  normal  schools,  he  began  teaching 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  soon  had  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  best  teachers  in  the  county.  Afterward  he  studied  medicine, 
still  teaching  for  support  during  the  winters,  and^graduated  at  the 
Albany  Medical  College  before  he  was  twenty-one.  On  graduat- 
ing he  Wiis  immediately  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  S(ith 
New  York  Volunteers,  with  which  regiment  he  served  during  the 
whole  war,  having  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Surgeon. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Darrall  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Ohio,  but  his  health  being  bad  he  determined 
to  try  a  change  of  climate  and  of  ])ursuits.  He  therefore  emigrated 
to  Louisiana  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  and  planting. 

In  April,  1868,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  St. 
Mary  Parish.  Id  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  the  Eepub- 
lican  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  3d  Congressional  District,  but 
owing  to  intimidation  and  violence  in  a  portion  of  the  district  the 
Democratic  candidate,  Mr.  iJailey,  had  a  large  mijjority.  Mr. 
Darrall  contested,  however,  and  on  showing  that  the  majority  of 
his  opponent  was  obtained  by  wholesale  murders  and  intimidation, 
the  House  adopted  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee,  excluding  the 
violent  portion  of  the  district  entirely  from  the  count,  and  in  July, 
1S70,  Mr.  Darrall  obtained  his  seat. 
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During  the  brief  remainder  of  the  Forty-first  Congress,  after  being 
admitted  to  his  seat,  Mr.  Darrall  served  on  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Although  making  no  speeches  whicli  at- 
tracted public  attention,  he  attended  faithfully  and  quietly  to  his 
duties  as  a  representative.  The  Fourth  Louisiana  district,  which 
he  represented,  is  very  large,  comprising  no  less  than  fourteen  pa- 
rishes, which,  in  its  transition  period  through  the  process  of  recon- 
struction, made  many  demands  unknown  before  upon  a  national 
representative.  All  the  duties  growing  out  of  his  relations  to  liis 
constituents  Mr.  Dan-all  performed  with  faithfulness,  and  at  the 
same  time,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, gave  intelligent  and  careful  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
city  of  Washington. 

He  was  unanunonsly  nominated  for  reelection  to  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  and  was  elected  over  the  same  opponent  as  before. 
As  the  result  of  a  peaceable  election,  lie  received  a  majority  of  more 
than  five  thousand  votes — a  signal  vindication  of  the  justice  of  the 
decision  ijy  which  his  seat  was  given  him  by  the  House  in  the  pre- 
ceding Congress.  In  1872  Mr.  Darrall  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty- 
tliird  Congress  by  a  large  majority  over  two  competitors.  He  con- 
tiiHied  to  serve  on  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
in  tlie  Fortj'-third  Congress  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor.  He  delivered  an  able  speech  in  May,  187-t, 
ill  favor  of  the  bill  to  set  aside  forever  for  educational  purposes  the 
pniceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  On  the  ISth  of  June, 
1874-,  he  delivered  an  elaborate  speech  earnestly  advocating  the 
passage  of  the  bill  "to  protect  all  citizens  in  their  civil  and  legal 

rights." 

338 


N.  FRANK  MOREY 
REPRESENTATIVE  FHCM LOUISIANA. 


FRANK   MORET. 


^^EANK  MOREY  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  July 
^^  11,  1840,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
^  city.  He  was  employed  two  years  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper in  a  wholesale  hide  and  leather  house  in  Boston. 
He  went  West  in  1857,  and  located  in  La  Salle  County,  Illinois, 
and  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching  school,  employing  his  leisure 
in  the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  subsequently  abandoned  for  the 
study  of  law.  In  1860  he  engaged  in  the  grain  and  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  early  portion  of  1861  traveled  through  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  speculating  in  wild  lands. 

He  was  preparing  for  an  overland  trip  to  Oregon  and  California 
when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  whereupon  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
and  in  August,  1861,  entered  the  army  with  the  Thirty-third  Reg- 
iment of  Illinois  Volunteers,  with  which  he  served  until  Septem- 
ber, 1863.  He  participated  in  the  camjiaigu  throughout  South-east 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  under  General  Curtis.  He  was  with  his 
regiment  in  the  Yicksburg  campaign,  during  which  he  partici])ated 
in  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Jackson,  Champion's  Hill,  Baker's 
Creek,  Raymond,  Big  Black,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
and  was  on  the  Red  River  Expedition.  He  afterward  served, 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee,  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the 
district  of  Morganza.  In  1865  he  proceeded,  under  orders  from 
General  Canby,  to  Monroe,  Lonisiana,  and  organized  the  Freed- 
mau's  Bureau  in  North-east  Louisiana.  He  was  honorably  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  December  31,  1865,  and  settled  at  Monroe, 
where  he  engaged  in  cotton  planting  and  insurance. 

Mr.  Morey  was  Assistant  Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue  in  1867 
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and  1868,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  to  the  General  A>:seni- 
bl}'  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  which  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Ways  and  Means,  Railroad,  and  other  imjiortant  committees.  He 
was  appointed  member  of  a  I5oard  of  Commissioners  for  the  revision 
of  the  Statutes  at  large,  and  of  the  Civil  Code  and  Code  of  Practice 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  which  he  served  two  years.  He  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  •'  Louisiana  Intelligencer,"  at  Monroe,  Louisiana,  an 
influential  Republican  journal.  He  is  interested  in  railroad  and 
other  important  public  enterprises. 

In  1868  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Fifth  Congressional  District  of  Louisiana,  but  by  reason  of  the  wide- 
spread violence  and  intimidation  which  prevailed  in  that  State  in 
1868  he  was  defeated.  He  contested  his  opponent's  election,  and 
in  April,  1870.  the  matter  was  referred  back  to  the  people,  by 
whom  he  was  elected  for  the  remainder  of  the  Forty-first  and 
Forty-second  Congresses  after  a  unanimous  nomination  and  a  vig- 
orous campaign,  receiving  a  majority  of  about  two  thousand  votes. 
Li  the  Forty-first  Congress  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  He  advocated  the  passage  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Bill,  and  is  a  warm  friend  of  all  legitimate  internal  im- 
provement. He  closed  a  speech  in  fsivor  of  amnesty,  with  the 
hope  that  his  friends  would  have  "  the  political  sagacity  to  pass  a 
full  amnesty  bill,  and  not  deal  in  the  patch-work  bills." 

Mr.  Morey  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mississippi 

Levees  in  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  Congresses,  and  was  an 

able   advocate  of  the   maintenance   of  the   Mississippi    levees    by 

national  aid.      He  was  re-elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by 

much  more  than  the  party  majority  in  his  district.     To  his  eft'orts 

in  this  Congress  was  largely  due  the  appropriation  for  the  suffering 

thousands  in  Louisiana,  rendered  destitute  by  the  overflow  of  the 

Mississippi  River.     He  succeeded  also  in  procuring  the  passage  of 

a  bill  creating  an  Engineer  Connnission  to  investigate  the  subject 

of  a  permanent  plan  for  the  reclamation  of  the  Mississip])!  Valley 

from  inundation.     He  is  the  author  of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill,  which 

he  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the  Fortv-third  Congress. 
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EORGE  L.  SMITH  was  born  in  Hillsborougli  County, 
New  Hamjishire,  December  11,  1840.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  tlie  common  schools  for  wln"ch  New 
England  is  justly  celebrated.  He  subsequently  took  a 
collegiate  course,  making  excellent  scientific  and  literary  attain- 
ments. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  obeyed  the  patriotic  impulse 
which  prompted  him  to  enter  the  military  service  of  the  country. 
He  participated  in  the  labors,  privations,  and  dangers  of  the  camp 
and  the  field  through  which  the  Armies  of  the  Republic  moved  for- 
ward to  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  and  the  preservation  of 
the  integrity  of  the  nation. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  Louisiana,  and  invested 
a  considerable  capital  in  mercantile  and  other  enterprises  calculated 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  South.  He  became  President  of  the 
Shreveport  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  au  institution  which 
tended  greatly  to  promote  a  spirit  of  thrift  and  economy  in  the 
people  among  whom  it  was  established.  He  also  engaged  in 
jouinalism,  and  became  proprietor  of  the  "Shreveport  South-west- 
ern Telegram." 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  as  such  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana  for  the  session  of  1870-71. 
The  office  of  Representative  in  the  Forty-third  Congress  from  the 
Fourth  District  of  Louisiana  having  become  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Samuel  Peters,  member-elect,  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  without  oppo- 
sition, receiving  thirteen  thousand  eight  Inmdred  and  ninety-seven 
votes.     He  took  his  seat  December  i,  1873,  and  was  appointed  on 

the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of  1812. 
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EOEGE  A.  SHERIDAN  was  born,  of  Irish  extraction, 
ill  Millbury,  Massachusetts,  February  22,  18-iO.  A  good 
'iv^  1  coninion-school  education  had  prepared  him  for  admission 
to  college,  when,  the  war  breaking  out,  the  ardent  tem- 
perament of  the  race  from  which  he  sprang  impelled  him  to  the 
tield  of  military  enterprise.  Emigrating  to  Illinois,  he  enlisted  as 
a  common  soldier  in  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. It  was  not  long  before  his  intelligence,  activity,  and  gal- 
lantry led  to  his  promotion  from  the  ranks  to  a  captaincy.  For 
three  years  he  served  through  the  eventful  scenes  of  the  bloody 
campaigns  in  the  South-west,  always  bearing  himself  as  a  brave 
and  faithful  soldier.  At  last,  in  the  terrible  struggle  at  Cbickamau- 
ga,  he  received  a  severe  and  disabling  wound,  and  was  compelled 
to  retire  from  active  service. 

When  the  war  was  over  Sheridan  resumed  his  studies,  devoting 
much  of  his  time  to  intellectual  culture  and  literary  pursuits.  A 
strong  taste  for  poetry,  the  drama,  and  oratory,  a  keen  wit  and  great 
relish  for  the  humorous,  enticed  him  from  the  pei-sistent  pursuit  of 
the  ordinary  occupations  and  professions  of  life.  But,  as  he  was 
without  means,  there  was  a  necessity  that  he  should  embark  in  some 
sphere  wherein  his  natural  and  cultivated  gifts  could  be  made  avail- 
able for  his  support.     Politics  was  the  only  field  open  to  him. 

He  emigrated  to  Louisiana  in  1867,  and  settled  in  Carroll  Parish. 
He  quickly  made  himself  known  to  the  voters  of  that  parish  by  his 
genial  and  popular  manners,  his  ready  eloquence,  and  his  kindly 
and  benevolent  character.  At  the  first  election  in  the  parish  under 
the  new  constitution  of  1868  he  was  elected  Sherifl",  but  did  not 
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serve  long  in  tliis  office,  Governor  Warmouth  having  requested  him 
to  resign  in  order  to  fill  the  more  important  position  of  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State.  The  duties  and  emoluments  of  this  office 
being  small,  and  the  services  and  popularity  of  Sheridan  being  esti- 
mated as  of  great  value  to  Governor  Wurinouth  and  liis  party,  a 
more  lucrative  office  was  given  him — tliat  of  Tax  Collector  of  the 
First  District  of  New  Orleans.  This  office  he  held  until  elected  to 
Congress  for  the  State  at  large,  in  1872,  on  the  fusion  ticket. 

In  the  campaign  of  that  year,  which  was,  perhaps,  the  most  active 
and  thorough  ever  made  in  the  State,  Sheridan  bore  a  most  con- 
spicuous part,  and  by  his  eloquence  and  wit  achieved  a  remarkable 
victory  over  tiie  prejudices  of  the  people,  who  were  accustomed  to 
regard  him  as  of  the  obnoxious  class  known  as  -'carpet  baggers." 
He  soon  became  the  popular  orator  of  the  State.  The  people  every- 
where crowded  to  hear  and  applaud  him.  No  man  in  that  region, 
since  the  days  of  Prentiss  and  Soule,  has  held  large  assemblies  in 
captivity  by  his  eloquence  so  completely  as  George  A.  Sheridan. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  by  a  large  majority, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  proceedings  whicii  set  aside 
the  popular  vote  or  returns  of  that  election,  he  was  at  first  denied 
admission  on  the  certificate  of  his  election.  He  awaited  the  final 
action  of  that  body  during  the  whole  of  the  first  session,  and  all 
of  the  second  until  within  fifteen  hours  of  the  adjournment,  when 
the  long  contest  for  the  seat  was  determined  in  his  favor,  and  he 
was  admitted. 

As  an  over-ready  extemporaneous  speaker,  endowed  with  a  rich 
and  mellow  voice,  an  expressive,  genial  countenance,  great  earnest- 
ness of  style  and  manner,  inexhaustible  humor  and  resources  of  il- 
lustration, Sheridan  has  no  superior  in  the  country.  With  these 
rare  accomplishments  he  unites  great  amiability  of  nature  and  gen- 
erosity of  heart.  His  reputation  as  a  citizen  and  public  official  has 
been  clear  of  all  imputations  of  unworthy  acts,  or  suspicions  of  infi- 
delity to  duty,  to  party,  or  to  friends. 
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EFFIXGHAM    LAWRENCE. 


FFINGHAM  LAAVRENCE  was  elected  a  Representa- 
tive fmin  Louisiana  to  the  Forty-third  Congress  in  1872, 
^^  but  was  counted  out  by  the  returninf;  board.  Even  in  tliis 
partisan  board,  and  among  the  chiefs  of  tlie  Republican 
party,  the  election  of  Mr.  Lawrence  was  conceded.  His  opponent, 
however,  obtained  the  certificate,  and  presenting  2i,  prima  facie  title 
was  allowed  to  take  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  was  not  admitted 
until  the  last  day  of  the  Congress.  While  in  attendance  at  the 
House  prosecuting  the  claim  to  his  seat,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  indefati- 
gable in  his  labors  to  promote  the  passage  of  acts  to  benefit  his  peo- 
ple and  State.  The  influence  of  his  genial  and  magnetic  personal 
qualities  and  his  great  activity  and  earnestness  was  quickly  and 
largely  manifested  among  the  Representatives  of  the  nation. 

Few  persons  who  have  sojourned  in  the  great  city  of  New  York 
have  failed  to  visit,  among  other  attractive  places  in  its  en\irons, 
the  ancient  and  beautiful  town  of  Flushing,  and  the  neighborinff 
villages  which  dot  the  shores  of  Long  Island  Sound  and  cluster 
around  its  quiet  coves  and  inlets.  Near  one  of  these  coves,  famous 
for  its  pure  sea  air  and  picturesque  surroundings,  there  still  stands, 
in  remarkable  preservation,  an  ancient  mansion  constructed  in  the 
time  and  fashion  of  the  Stuarts.  This  is  the  homestead  of  the  Law- 
rence family,  at  Bayside,  in  which  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch 
was  born,  and  which  he  now  owns.  The  building  is  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five  years  old,  and  has  always  been  held  by  the  Law- 
rences, who  were  the  first  settlers,  planters,  and  founders  of  Flush- 
ing'.    The  Lawrences   were  from   Hertfordshire,  England,  where 

many  of  the  family  now  live.     Their  genealogy  may  be  traced  back 
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many  generations,  and  will  be  found  to  include  a  number  of  men 
who  were  distinguished  in  the  political  and  military  history  of  En- 
gland. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Judge  Effingham 
Lawrence.  The  Christian  name  had  been  transmitted  in  the  family 
from  a  not  remote  connection  of  the  Lawrences  with  Baron  Howard, 
afterward  first  Earl  of  Effingham  of  the  British  peei-age.  Judge 
Lawrence  was  a  greatly  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Queens 
County,  Long  Island.  He  held  many  high  positions  and  raised  ti 
large  family.  An  enthusiastic  farmer,  he  was  especially  careful  in 
rearing  his  sons  to  habits  of  labor  and  self-reliance,  and  with  tastes 
and  aptitude  for  agricultural  pursuits.  They  were  thoroughly  trained 
in  all  the  details  of  practical  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

On  reaching  manhood,  Eiiingham  Lawrence  emigrated  to  Louisi- 
ana, and,  marrying  early,  embarked  in  planting  in  the  Parish  of 
Pla<iuemine,  below  New  Orleans.  Though  one  of  the  most  ardent 
and  indefatigable  of  planters,  attending  to  every  detail  of  an  exten- 
sive plantation,  the  strong  public  spirit,  energy,  and  patriotism  of 
Mr.  Lawrence  could  not  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
planter's  life,  lie  had  not  resided  long  in  the  parish  when  his  fel- 
low-citizens demanded  his  services  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
was  accordingly  elected  a  representative  from  the  parish  of  Plaque- 
mine,  and  served  one  term,  during  which  his  fidelity  and  usefulness 
were  so  highly  appreciated  that  at  the  next  election  he  was  promoted 
to  the  State  Senate,  in  which  he  served  four  years  most  acceptably 
and  usefully. 

A  strong  Democrat,  and  ardently  espousing  the  States-right  views 
of  the  South,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Charleston 
Convention,  in  which  he  took  a  prominent  part  as  a  supporter  of 
Breckinridge's  nomination,  and  an  opponent  of  the  squatter  sover- 
eignty doctrine  of  Douglas.  When  the  threatened  consequences  of 
the  unfortunate  issue  of  that  convention  fell  upon  the  country,  and 
the  whole  South  rushed  madly  into  secession  and  revolution,  Mi-. 
Lawrence  shared  the  fortunes  of  his  people,  and  was  elected  to  the 

State  Convention  which  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession. 
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During  tlio  war  which  followed  he  remained  on  his  plantation, 
where  the  care  of  a  large  estate,  of  a  great  number  of  slaves,  and  a 
young  family,  absorbed  his  attention  and  demanded  his  constant  via- 

o 

ilance.  A  great  sufferer  by  the  war,  when  it  ended  he  accepted  the 
situation.  Without  factious  discontent  or  useless  lamentation  he 
settled  down  to  the  duties  of  a  loyal  citizen,  abandoning  all  sectional 
prejudices,  and  applying  himself  with  equal  wisdom  and  philanthro- 
py to  the  cultivation  of  feelings  of  mutual  good-will  with  his  recent 
slaves,  now  so  suddenly  investeil  with  the  rights  and  responsibilities 
of  American  citizenship.  In  this  wise  course  few  planters  and  pub- 
lic men  have  evinced  more  sagacity  or  achieved  more  success  than 
Effingham  Lawrence.  He  has  thus  acquired  an  influence  over  his 
colored  employes  and  neighbors  which  has  left  him  no  regrets  for 
the  loss  of  his  large  slave  property. 

The  liberality  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  opinions  in  reference  to  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  toward  the  negroes,  and  his  acceptance 
of  the  consequences  of  the  failure  of  secession,  led  him  naturally  and 
logically  to  accept  with  cordiality  the  platfoi'm  presented  by  the 
Liberal  Republican  Party  in  1872,  and  enthusiastically  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  Horace  Greeley  in  the  last  Presidential  contest.  For 
this  virtuous  and  wise  citizen  and  great  philanthropist  Mr.  Lawrence 
cherished  a  warm  affection  and  profound  reverence.  His  natural 
ardor  and  warm-heartedness  found  their  largest  vent  and  highest 
gratification  when  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  entertaining  Mr. 
Greeley  at  his  famous  and  beautiful  Magnolia  Plantation.  Nor  did 
the  philanthropist  of  Chappaqua  ever  experience  more  genuine  grat- 
ification than  when  accompanying  the  great  planter  over  his  splen- 
did estate  and  inspecting  the  many  improvements  he  had  introduced 
in  cultivation,  agricultural  implements,  and  machinery. 

It  is  ia  the  administration  of  this  great  plantation,  with  its  vast 
apparatus,  its  complicated  machinery,  and  great  variety  of  employ- 
ments, that  Mr.  Lawrence  has  obtained  a  national  reputation.  He 
has  been  regarded  for  many  years  as  the  model  planter  of  the  South. 
Many  distinguished  men  of  this  and  foreign  countries  liave  visited 

Mag-nolia  to  inspect  the  cultivation  and  apparatus  for  sugar  produc- 
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tion  on  the  largest  scale.  The}'  Imve  always  been  received  and  en- 
tertained with  an  olegant  and  generous  hospitality,  and  have  invari- 
ably departed  witli  a  high  admiration  for  the  enterprising  and  pub- 
lic-spirited planter. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  the  first  planter  in  the  United  States  who  in- 
troduced into  this  country  the  English  steam-plowing  a]>paratus  and 
cultivating  machinery,  and  demonstrated  its  great  value  in  the  rich 
and  deep  soil  of  the  Mississippi  bottom.  He  was  also  the  first  plant- 
er or  farmer  who  ever  applied  steam  to  the  cultivation  of  a  growing 
crop.  He  expended  many  thousands  of  dollars  in  arranging  and 
perfecting  the  machinery  for  this  purpose,  which  resulted  in  com- 
plete success. 

In  the  pamphlet  copy  of  Mr.  Greeley's  "  Letters  from  Texas  and 
the  Lower  Mississippi,"  published  by  The  Tribune  Company  in 
1871,  will  be  found  an  elaborate  and  interesting  description  of  this 
machinery,  and  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  general  administration  and  culti- 
vation of  his  plantation.  The  letter  concludes  with  the  following 
tribute  to  the  great  services  rendered  to  agriculture  in  this  country 
by  Mr.  Lawrence's  intelligence,  enterprise,  and  liberality:  "I  close, 
tlien,  with  an  avowal  of  my  confident  belief  that  Mr.  Etfingiiam 
Lawrence  has  rendered  an  immense  service  to  American  agricul- 
ture, especially  that  of  the  Prairie  States,  by  demonstrating  the  ben- 
efits not  only  of  steam  plowing  but  of  subsequent  steam  tillage, 
and  that  the  day  is  not  remote  wherein  the  '  barrens '  of  Long  Island 
and  I^ew  Jersey,  the  rich  intervales  of  the  Connecticut  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna, will  be  profitably  plowed  and  tilled  to  a  deptii  of  twenty- 
four  to.  thirt}'  inclies  by  steam  power,  and  that  far  larger  and  surer 
crops  tlian  those  of  the  past  will  therefrom  be  realized.         H.  G." 

Any  sketch  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  character  and  career  would  be  in- 
complete without  reference  to  iiis  courageous  and  manly  attitude  on 
the  i^ace  issue  during  the  time  of  the  White  League  excitement  in 
the  summer  of  1874.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  excitement,  and 
when  a  large  majority  of  his  party  and  class  in  Louisiana  had  been 
provoked  or  misled  into  a  quasi  aifiliation  with  the  White  Men's 

Party  scheme  and  the  White  League  organization,  that  Mr.  Law- 
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rence  published  in  one  of  the  New  Oi'leivns  papers  an  ohiborate  and 
exceedingly  bold  and  able  letter  of  reinoiistrance  and  warninir 
against  the  new  party  and  its  doctrines.  The  language  of  this  letter 
was  alike  firm  and  conciliatory.  The  old  political  associates  of  Mr. 
Lawrence  were  recalled  by  earnest  entreaty  and  convincing  argu- 
ment to  the  platform  and  principles  upon  which  they  had  stood  to- 
gether in  the  Greeley  campaign.  To  tliis  platform  Mr.  Lawrence 
avowed  liis  unchanged  devotion.  He  stood  more  firmly  than  ever 
by  the  pledge  to  protect  the  negroes  in  their  equal  civil,  political, 
and  industrial  rights.  He  was  almost  tempted  to  doubt  the  consist- 
ency of  bis  old  political  associates  of  1872,  whom  he  found  in  1874 
so  actively,  and,  as  he  believed,  honestly  championing  the  proscrip- 
tive  policy  of  the  White  League. 

Admitting  the  evils  which  had  resulted  from  the  too  hasty  and 
rapid  advancement  of  the  negro  to  political  rights  and  power,  and 
the  great  abuses  and  corruption  of  political  administration  in  the 
Southern  States  from  the  misplaced  confidence  of  the  negro  in  the 
white  adventurers  of  the  vicious  and  dishonest  class  that  had  ruled 
these  States  during  the  war — conceding  that  the  negroes  themselves 
had  not  always  and  sufficiently  appreciated  and  wisely  exercised 
their  political  rights  and  duties — yet  Mr.  Lawrence  argued  that  it 
would  be  an  unjust  and  illogical  conclusion  that  the  competency  or 
honesty  of  the  race  sliould  be  questioned  or  denied. 

Mr.  Lawrence  treats  as  a  monstrous  proposition  the  feature  of  the 

White  League  scheme  which  would  proscribe  white  men  who  might 

employ  radical  negroes:  "It  suggests  the  idea  that  the  man  who 

hires  his  muscles  to  honest  toil,  that  he  may  make  honest  bread, 

sells  his  conscience  as  a  citizen  to  the  purchaser  of  his  labor,  and 

proposes  that  no  bronzed  son  of  toil  shall  have  awarded  to  him  bv 

the  intelligent  conservative  white  men  of  Louisiana,  the  right  of  un- 

proscribed  work,  except  on  the  condition  that  the  worker  shall  yield 

to  his  employer  his  honest  political  convictions.    If  the  negro  citizen 

would  for  an  instant  yield  to  the  demand  thus  conditioned  and  made, 

he  would  prove  thereby  not  only  his  incompetency  for,  but  his  un- 

worthiness  of,  citizenship."    A  far  wiser  solution  of '^pr  political  and 
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social  difficulties  would  be  found  in  a  course  of  kindly  encourage- 
ment and  instruction  of  the  negroes  in  their  new  duties,  and  in  a 
studied  respect  for  all  their  rights  of  opinion  of  political  freedom  and 
civil  authority.  Mr.  Lawrence  then  proceeds  to  give  his  own  expe- 
rience of  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  negroes  since  eman- 
cipation, and  to  show  what  has  been,  and  may  be,  effected  by  the 
policy  suggested,  which  he  had  successfully  practiced  with  his  own 
former  slaves — three  hundred  in  number.  Referring  to  the  gener- 
ous cliarities  extended  to  the  afflicted  people  of  Louisiana  in  the 
overflowed  districts  during  the  previous  suninier,  Mr.  Lawrence  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  such  incidents  might  incline  the  hearts  of  the 
people  to  a  more  earnest  love  of  peace,  and  a  more  cordial  fellow- 
ship toward  their  brethren  and  fellow-citizens  of  other  sections  and 
classes.  The  conclusion  of  this  letter  glows  with  philanthropy  and 
patriotism.  Wo  cannot  more  gracefully  close  this  sketch  than  by 
its  reproduction : — 

"  Charles  Sumner,  the  great  apostle  of  emancipation,  in  his  last 
utterance  to  the  race  for  whom  he  had  done  so  much,  exclaims : 
'  Pile  up  the  ashes,  extinguish  the  flames,  and  bury  the  hate  engen- , 
gendered  by  the  war.  Band  youreelves  together,  not  in  factions, 
race  against  race.'  May  I  not,  in  all  delicacy  and  in  good  taste, 
with  propriety  quote  and  apply  this — the  dying  injunction  of  the 
great  Senator  to  the  negro — to  the  white  and  colored  citizens  of 
Louisiana  ? 

"  In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  add  that  the  deliverance  that  we 
need  and  seek  from  misgovernment  demands  the  co-operation  of  the 
good  men  of  both  parties  and  both  races ;  and  the  spirit  of  a  success- 
ful contest,  while  frank,  bold,  earnest,  and,  in  the  rebuke  of  individ- 
ual wrong-doers,  even  severe,  must  not  be  narrow,  prescriptive,  or 
unjust.  Laying  aside  all  bitterness  and  prejudice ;  standing  upon  a 
platform  that  guarantees  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens ;  proscribing  no  man,  or  race,  or  color ;  having  in  view  only  the 
restoration  of  our  State  to  its  normal  and  legitimate  condition ;  in 
the  majesty  of  our  rights,  let  us  demand  that  honesty  and  capacity 

shall  administf,"  the  government  of  the  State." 
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